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CHAPTER,  I. 


Refleflicns  on  Nel/on's  Fi^ory  of  the  'Nile.— 'Admiral 
Ganteaume' s  abJiraHed  Detail  of  that  Engagement.'^^ 
Tallien  carries  the  News  of  the  Battle  to  Buonaparte. — 
Buonafiarte's  Difpojltion  of  the  Army. — Partial  Engage- 
ments loith  the  Arabs  and  Alamelukes. — He  receives  the 
Nenvs  of  the  Defiriiflion  of  the  French  Fleet. — His  me- 
morable Difpatch  to  the  Dire/lory  on  that  Event. — His 
Letter  to  Madame  Brueys  on  the  Death  of  her  Htifband.-^ 
He  vijtts  the  Pyramids.— His  fingular  Converfation^  in 
ene  of  the  Faults,  luith  the  Chief  Muftis. 

Admiral  Gameanme's  difpatch  to  the  Direc- 
tory, communicating  the  intelligence  of  the  battle 
at  Aboukir,  is  moft  truly  defcriptive  of  the  general 
feelings  of  the  officers  of  the  French  fleet  upcu  that 
event ;  and,  notuithftanding  the  regret  which  is  ex- 
preiTcd,  of  the  French  Admiral's  having  chofen  the 
pofuiori  wherein  he  awaited  the  rectption  of  tha 
Englifli  fleet,  yet  it  was,  ])robably,  the  beft  fituatioa 
that  he  could  have  feleded  for  the  ficurity  of  his 
own  :  it  was  neither  excellence  of  pofition,  inequa- 
lity offeree,  or  fuperiority  of  arrangement,  that  could 


4  THE    LIFE    OF 

have  deterred  the  Englifh  commander  from  eng3ging  , 
the  enemy.     Nelfon  confjdercd  that  his  duty  was  to 
iind  out  the  French  fleet,  and  to  beat  it :  it  was  not 
.an  engagement  with  a  probability  of  fuccefs  that  he 
calculated  upnn ;  he  had  promifed  to  himfelf  a  xic- 
tory^  and  he,  therefore,  did  not  reckon  on  the  chance 
of  a  defeat, — To  him  the  glory  would  have  been  the 
fame,  whether  he  had   deftroyed  the  French  fleet  or 
perifhed    in   an  unfuccefsful  aftion.     Like  Buona- 
parte, the  grandeur  of  his  objed  was  his  incitement 
to  its  attainment  ;  and,  like  him  when  he  had  deter- 
mined, he  employed  ail  the  means  he  could  exert  to 
effedl  it : — Like  Buonaparte,  his  means  were  arranged 
and  combined  with  precifion,  and  direfted   by  his 
own  energy  and  intrepidity.     The  quick  difcrimina- 
tion  of  his  judgment,  his  prompt  decifion,  and  the 
exalted  daring  of  his  mind  ;  every  faculty  of  atten- 
tion and  of  noble  purpofe  ;  every  fuggeflion  of  his 
foul,  and  every  pulfation  of  his  heart;  all  that  his 
gallant  fpirit  could  conceive,  command,  or  operate, 
and  all  that  courage  and  valour  could  prompt  ;  all 
and  everything  of  the  man  and  of  his  powers,  were 
actively  and  individually  diredled  to  the  execution  of 
his  defign.     This  was  the  man  who  led  the  Englifh 
fleet  againft  the  unfortunate  Brueys ;  and,  had  he  failed 
in  his  attack^  it  would  not  have  been  becaufe  he  had 
merely  endeavoured  fo  drive  the  French  fleet  from 
the  fliores  of  Egypt,    but  becaufe   he   purpofed  its 
entire  dcftrudion,  and,  therefore,    projeded   fuch  a 
bold  manoeuvre,   as  ordinary  fl<ill  and  bravery  could 
not  have  devifed,  and  would  not  have  tried.     His  in- 
trepidity was  crowned  by  fuccefs :  he  fnatched  new 
and  unfading  laurels,  where  fcarcely  any  other  pe- 
netration could  have  difcerned  them,  whence  fcarcely 
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any  other  hand  would  have  been  ftretched  forth  to 
reach  them.  What  in  other  naval  commanders 
would  have  been  rafiinefs  to  attempt,  he  achieved  ; 
and  thus-  fecured  a  moft  important  vi(flory  for  his 
country,  and  enrolled  his  own  fame  on  the  records 
of  immortality. 

The  Abftrac^lof  the  battle,  which  accompanied  the 
difpatches  of  Admiral  Ganteaume,  forms  another  im- 
portant document  of  this  memorable  naval  viftory. 

AhflraSl  oj  the  Engagcmfnt  ivhich  took  place  on  the  'Nigl't- 
of  the   \fl  of  AuguJ},    between  the  French    Fleet,   and 
that  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  comv^and  of  Rear  Ad- 
miral Nelson. 

Alexandria,  August  5,  1793. 
At  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  Heureux  i;hrcw  out  a  fig- 
nal  of  12  fail  in  the  W.N.VV.  Our  men  on  the  look-out 
difcovered  them  at  the  fame  time,  and  counted  fiiccefTively 
as  many  as  fixteen.  We  were  not  long  in  rccognifing  thefe 
vedels  to  be  an  Englifh  fquadi'on,  compofed  o£  fcurtten  liil 
of  the  line,  and  two  brigs. 

The  two  brigs,  the  Alcefte  and  thfe  Railleur,were  irame- 
<^iately  ordered  to  make  fail  to  windward,  to  prevent;  the 
enemy's  light  vciTcl  from  continuing  her  foundrng-. 

The  fignals  for  ftowing  the  hammocks,  and  making 
ready  for  fight  ;  for  announcing  the  refolution  of  engaging 
at  anchor  ;  and  for  recalling  the  men  on  board  their  re- 
fpe6livc  fliips,  were  all  made  at  three. 

The  longboats,  employed  in  watering,  were  alfo  re- 
called: a  boat  was  haftily  difpatched  from  the  Artcmilc  to 
the  Ihoals  of  Rofetta,  to  acquaint  the  tranfports  there  with 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy  ;  and,  finally,  ihc  frigates  and 
corvettes  were  ordered  to  itnd  as  many  of  their  men  as  pof- 
fible  on  board  the  (hips  of  the  line. 

The  enemy's  fquadron  continued  to  advance  with  a  prefs 
of  fail ;  after  ilanding  off  to  a  confiderablc  dillance,  to  avoid 
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the  breakers  on  the   ifland,   it  hauled  its  wind,  fliortened 
fail,  and  clearly  manifefled  adefign  to  attack  us. 

At  three  quarters  after  five,  the  battery  on  the  little 
ifland  threw  fome  bombs,  which  fell  into  the  van  of  the 
enemy's  line  ;  at  fix,  the  Admiral  threw  out  the  fignal 
for  commencing  the  engagement,  and  fhortly  after,  the  two 
headmoft  Ihips  began  firing. 

Several  of  the  enemy*s  veffels  having  fuddenly  fliortened 
fail,  had  turned  the  head  of  our  line,  and,  letting  go  their 
anchors,  with  a  cable  aftern,  had  ranged  alongfide,  between 
us  and  the  land^  while  others  had  moored  themfelves  with- 
in piftolfhot  of  us,  on  the  other  fide  !  By  this  manoeuvre, 
all  our  vcfTels,  as  far  down  as  the  Tonnant,  found  them- 
felves. CQmpletely  enveloped,  and  placed  between  two 
fires. 

It  appeared  to  us  that  in  executing  this  manoeuvre,  two 
of  their  veffels  had  run  aground :  one  of  them,  however, 
was  immediately  got  off. 

The  attack  and  the  defence  were  extremely  brifk.     The 

•  whole  of  our  van  was  attacked  on  both  fides,  and  fome- 

times  raked  :   in  this  diforder,  and  involved  as  we  were  in 

continual  clouds  of  fmoke,  it   was  extremely  difficult  to 

diftinguifh  the  different  movements  of  the  line. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  a6tion,  the  Admiral,  a!!  the  fu- 
perior  officers,  the  firft  commiffary,  and^about  twenty  pi- 
lots, and  nuifters  of  tranfports,  were  on  the  poop  of  the 
ihip*,  employed  in  ferving  the  mufquetry.  All  the  fol- 
diers,  and  iailors,  were  ordered  to  the  guns  on  the  main 
and  lower  decks:  the  twelve  pounders  were  not  half- 
inanntd. 

After  the  aftion  had  lafted  about  an  hour  the  Admiral 
was  wounded  in  the  body,  and,  in  the  hand  ;  he  then  came 
down  from  the  poop,  and,  a  Ihort  time  after,  was  killed  on 
the  quarter-deck, 

Obliged  10  defend  ourfelves  on  both  fides,  we  gave  up 
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the  twelve  pounders  ;  but  the  twenty-fours,  and  thirty- 
fixes  kept  up  their  fire  with  all  poffible  ardour.  The 
Franklin  and  the  Tonnant  appeared  to  be  in  as  critical  a 
fituation  as  curfelves. 

The  Englifh  having  utterly  deftroyed  our  van,  futFered 
their  fliips  to  drift  forward,  ftill  ranging  along  our  line, 
and  taking  their  different  ftations  around  us :  while  we 
were  frequently  obliged  to  veer  away  our  cable  or  our 
hawfcr,  tu  enable  us  to  prefentour  broadfide  to  the  enemy. 

One  of  their  Ihips,  however,  which  lay  clofe  to  us  on  the 
flarboard  fide  totally  difmafted,  ceafed  her  fire,  and  cut 
her  cable,  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  our  guns  :  but  oblige^ 
to  defend  ourfclves  again  ft  two  others,  who  were  furioufly 
thundering  upon  us,  on  che  larboard  quarter,  and  on  the 
ftarboard  bow,  we  were  again  compelled  to  heave  in  fome 
of  our  cable. 

The  thirty-fix  and  twenty-four  pounders  were  ftill 
firing  brifltly,  when  an  explofion  took  place  on  the  aft  of 
the  quarter-deck.  We  had  already  had  a  boat  on  fire; 
but  we  had  cut  it  away,  and  fo  avoided  the  danger  :  we  had 
alio  thrown  a  hammock,  and  fome  other  things,  which 
were  in  flames,  overboard  ;  but  this  third  time  the  fire 
fpread  fo  rapidly  and  inftantaneoufly  amongft  the  frag- 
ments of  every  kind,  with  which  the  poop  was  encum- 
bered, that  all  was  focn  in  flames.  The  fire  pumps  had 
been  dafhed  to  pieces  by  the  enemy's  balls,  and  the  tubs 
and  buckets  rendered  ufelefs. 

An  order  was  given  to  ceafe  firing,  that  all  hands 
might  be  at  liberty  to  bring  water  ;  but  fuch  was  the  ar- 
dour of  the  moment,  that  in  the  tumult  the  guns  of  the 
main  deck  ftill  continued  their  fire.  Although  the  officers 
had  called  alt  the  people  between  decks  aloft,  the  flames 
had,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  made  a  moft  alarming  proL,rers, 
and  wc  had  but  few  means  in  oar  power  of  checking 
them. 

Our  main  and  mizen-mafts  were  both  carried  away; 
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and  we  foon  faw  that  there  was  no  faving  the  fliip  ;  the 
fire  having  already  gained  the  poop,  and  even  the  battery 
on  the  quaner-dtck. 

The  Captain  and  fecond  Captain  had  been  wounded  fom« 
time  before.  General  Ganteaume,  therefore,  took  upon 
himfejf  the  command^  and  ordered  the  fcuttles  to  be  opened, 
and  everybody  to  quit  the  iliip. 

The  fire  broke  out  abou":  a  quarter  before  ten,  and  at 
haif-aftcr  ten  the  fnip  blew  up,  although  we  had  taken 
the  precaution  to  open  all  the  water-courfes.  Some  of 
the  crew  faved  themfelves  on  the  wreck  ;  the  reft  jie- 
riflied. 

The  aftion  continued  all  the  night  with  the  fliips  in  the 
rear,  and,  at  break  of  6zy,  we  difcovered  that  the  Guer- 
rier,  tne  Conquerant,  the  Spartiate,  the  Aquillon,  the 
Peuple,  Souverain,  and  the  Franklin  had  hauled  down 
their  colours,  and  were  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  enemy. 
The  Timoleon,  with  all  her  mafts  gone,  was  dropt  aftern 
of  the  fleet,  her  colours  ftill  flying.  The  Heureux  and 
the  Mercurc,  which  had  run  aground  were  attacked,  and 
obliged  to  ftrike  in  the  morning.  The  Artemife  was  fst 
on. fire  at  eight  o'clock,  and  the  Serjeufe  funk. 

The  Guillaume  Tell,  the  Genereux,  the  Timolecn,  the 
Diana,  and  the  Juftice,  with  their  colours  ftill  flying,  were 
engaged  with  feme  Englifii  veffels  during  a  part  of  the 
morning,  but  this  divifion,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ti- 
moleon, fet  their  fails,  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  ftood  oflF 
to  fea. 

The  Tin'ioleon  ran  afnore  ;  and  we  liave  fince  heard, 
that  the  Captain,  after  landing  all  his  men,  fet  her  on  fire 
the  next  morning,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands 

of  the  enemy. 

Such  are   the   reuilrs  of  this  horrible  affair  ;    and  we 
have  detailed   them   as  they  prefented  themfelves  to  our. 
memory  ;   not  having  been  able  to  preferve  a  paper  or  note 
of  any  kind. 

Rear  Admiral  Ganteavme, 
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At  the  time  ot  this  engagement,  Tallien,  of 
whom  we  have  formerly  written,  was  at  Rofetta, 
and,  in.a  letter  to  Barras  the  Direftor,  he  fays  "Con- 
fternation  has  overwhelmed  us  all.  I  fet  out  to- 
morrow for  Cairo,  to  carry  the  news  to  Buonaparte  : 
It  will  fliock  him  fo  much  the  more,  as  he  had  not 
the  leaft  idea  of  its  happening ;  he  will,  doubtlefs, 
find  refources  in  himfelf,  if  not  to  repair  a  lofs  of 
fuch  magnitude,  at  leafl  to  present  the  difafter  be- 
coming fatal  to  the  army  which  he  commands." 

The  effects  of  this  maritime  difafter  were,  in  fome 
degree,  foothed  by  the  rapid  fuccefles  that  attended 
the  military  forces  under  the  command  of  Buona- 
parte. At  the  time  the  French  entered  Cairo,  the 
I^Iamelukes  were  divided  into  two  armies  ;  the  one 
commanded  by  Murad  Bey,  which  took  the  route  of 
Upper  Egypt  ;  the  other,  under  the  command  of 
Ibrahim  Bey,  proceeded  towards  Syria.  The  whole 
power  of  the  Egyptian  government  had  been  di- 
vided between  tliefe  Beys;  Murad  Bey  was  at  the 
head  of  the  military  department,  while  Ibrahim, 
prefided  in  the  adminillralion  of  civil  affairs. 

Defaix,  who  was  charged  to  obfcrve  Murad,  and 
to  hold  him  in  check;  formed  an  entrenched  camp, 
four  leagues  beyond  Giza,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Nile:  his  advanced  pofts  and  thofe  of  Murad  Bey 
were  very  near  eacii  other.  Ibrahim  Bey  retired  to 
Belbeis,  where  he  waited  for  the  return  of  the  cara- 
van from  Mecca,  in  order  to  be  reinforced  by  the 
corps  of  Mamelukes  that  efcortcd  it,  with  a  view  to 
execute  an  extenfivc  plan  of  hoftile  operations,  in 
conjunftion  with  IVIurad  Bey  and  the  Arabs.  From 
this  arrangement,  it  is  evident,  that,  whatever  credit 
may  be  due  to  the  charges  brought   by  the  French 
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againft  the  Beys  for  mif-nile,  they  were  not  dcftitutc 
of  talents.  Ibrahim  made  every  exertion  in  his  power 
to  induce  the  Fellahs  of  the  Delta,  to  take  arms, 
and  to  incite  the  inhabitants  of  Cairo  to  revolt;  Buo- 
naparte, therefore,  felt  the  neceffity  of  organifing  a 
provifional  government,  as  well  as  of  regulating 
every  branch  of  the  public  fervice;  he  alfo  wiHied, 
by  placing  his  forces  in  entrenched  pofitions,  to  fe- 
cure  the  French  from  all  fiirprife,  either  en  the  part 
of  the  Mamelukes  or  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  itiean  time,  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Ibra- 
him Bey  was  highly  dangerous,  the  General  of  Bri- 
gade, Le  Cierc,  was  difpatched  from  Cairo,  on  the 
ad  of  Auguft,  with  300  cavalry,  three  companies  of 
grenadiers,  and  a  battalion,  with  two  pieces  of  light 
artillery,  and  ordered  to  take  a  pcfition  at  Elhanka, 
nnd  to  obferve  his  motions.  On  the  following  day, 
the  General  was  attacked  by  a  body  of  4,000  Ma- 
melukes and  Arabs,  which  a  few  difcharges  of  ar- 
tillery foon  compelled  to  retire.  Buonaparte  now 
confidered  Ibrahim  of  fo  much  confequence  that 
he  marched  againft  him  in  perfon,  but  could  not 
overtake  him  till  he  had  been  joined  by  the  Caravan, 
and  encreafed  his  army  from  the  Mamelukes,  its  ef- 
cort.  At  Salehieh  the  French  came  up  with  the 
army  of  the  Bey,  but  could  not  prevent  him  reach- 
ing the  Defart  with  all  his  baggage  and  forces.  Buo- 
naparte liOw  took  meafures  for  the  fortification  of 
Salehieh  and  Belbeis.  The  divifion  of  General  Dugua, 
was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Damietta,  to  take  pofiellion 
of  it,  and  to  fubdue  the  Delta.  General  Regnier's 
divifion  was  pofted  at  Salehieh,  in  order  to  fecure 
the  fubmiflion  of  the  province  of  Cherkie,  and  Buo- 
naparte  took  with   him   the   reft  of  the   troops  to 
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Cairo :  it  was  on  his  return  from  this  expedition  that 
he  received  intelligence,  and  alfo  the  details  of  the 
naval  acf^ion  of  Abookir,  What  his  private  feelings 
were  upon  that  event,  has  not  yet  tranfpircd  ;  but  he 
managed  very  adroitly  to  collect  the  fcattered  hopes 
of  his  followers,  by  the  turn  which  he  gave  to  it 
in  public,  and  which  his  difpatch  to  the  Directory 
■will  beft  ferve  to  elucidate. 

Bonaparte,    Member   of  the  'National   Jnjlhule,    Ge- 
neral in  Chief,  to  the  Executi<ve  Dire£iory. 

Head  Quarters,  Cairo,  August  J  9. 
"  Citizen  DrRECTORS  I 

"  On  the  6ch  of  July  I  wrote  to  the  Admiral,  to  enter 
the  port  of  Alexandria  in  twenry-four  hours  ;  and,  if  that 
was  not  pradicable,  to  land  immediately  all  the  artillery 
and  ftores  belonging  to  the  army,  and  return  to  Corfu.  I 
then  left  Alexandria,  in  the  full  alTurance  that  in  three  days 
one  of  thefe  mcafures  would  have  bten  adopted.  From 
that  time,  to  the  24th  of  July.  J  received  n)  intelligence 
whatever,  either  from  Rofetta  or  Alexandria:  a  multi- 
tude of  Arabs,  coUefting  from  all  parts  of  the  Dcfart,  kept 
conftantly  within  500  toifes  of  the  camp. 

"  On  the  27th,  at  length,  the  report  of  our  viflories, 
and  different  pofitions,  opened  our  communications.  I  re- 
ceived feveral  letters  from  the  Admiral,  when  1  learned, 
with  aftonifhment,  that  he  remained  at  Aboukir.  I  then 
wrote  to  him  again,  that  he  muft  not  loofc  an  hour,  but  ei- 
ther enter  the  port  of  Alexandria,  or  return  to  Corfu. 
The  Admiral  had  written  to  me  on  the  2o:h  of  July,  that 
fcveral  Englilh  frigates  had  come  to  reconnoitre,  and  that 
he  was  fortifying  himfelf  in  exptftarion  of  the  enemy  at 
Aboukir.  This  ftrangc  refolution  hlhd  mc  with  tlie  mod 
lively  alarms,  but  the  time  was  loft;  for  the  letter  of  the 
10th  did  not  reach  me  until  the  30th  of  the  fame  month. 
I  difpatched  Citizen  Julien,  my   Aid-du-Cacnp,  with  or- 


12  THE    LfFE    O? 

ders  not  to  leave  Aboukir  until  he  had  feen  the  fqUadron 
under  fail.  On  the  26th  the  Adm-ral  wrote  to  me  that 
the  fquadron  had  retired,  which  meaiare  he  attributed  to 
want  of  provifions.  I  received  this  letter  on  the  30th,  by 
the  fame  courier  :  the  29th  he  wrote  to  me  that  he  had,  at 
length,  heard  of  the  victory  of  the  Pyramids,  and  the  tak- 
ing of  Cairo,  and  found  a  paffage  for  entering  the  port  of 
Alexandria  ;  that  letter  I  received  the  ift  of  Auguft.  On 
the  night  of  the  ift  of  Auguft  the  Englilli  attacked  him  : 
on  the  moment  he  perceived  the  Englifli  fquadron,  he  dif- 
patched  an  officer  to  apprife  me  of  his  diipofitions  and 
plans  ;  this  officer  periflied  on  the  road.  It  feemed  to  me, 
that  Admiral  Bruyes  was  unwilling  to  return  to  Corfu  be- 
fore he  had  afcertained  the  prat'ticabihty  of  entering  the 
port  of  Alexartdria,  and  that  the  army,  of  which  he  had 
received  no  intelligence  for  a  long  time,  was  in  a  pofition,in 
which  it  would  not  be  obliged  to  retreat  :  if,  in  this  cala- 
mitous event,  he  was  to  blame,  he  has  expiated  his  faults 
by  a  glorious  death. 

"  The  Deftinies  have  been  defirous  to  prove,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  as  on  fo  many  others,  that  if  they  grant  us  a  great 
preponderance  on  the  continent,  they  have  given  the  em- 
pire of  the  feas  to  nur  rivals  ;  but,  however  great  this  re- 
verfe,  it  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  ficklenefs  cf  Fortune. 
She  has  not  abandoned  us :  far  from  it  ;  Ihe  has  favoured 
us  in  the  whole  expedition,  in  a  degree  furpafling  all  her 
former  efTorts.  When  1  arrived  before  Alexandria,  and 
learned  that  the  Englifh  had  been  there  a  few  days  before  ' 
notwithftanding  the  tempeftuoufnefs  of  the  weather,  I 
threw  myfelf  on  the  fhore,  at  the  rifk  of  being  wrecked.  I 
remember  at  the  moment  when  preparations  were  making 
for  landing,  there  was  a  fignal  in  the  offing  of  an  enemy's 
fail.  (It  was  the  Juftice[coming  from  Malta).  I  exclaimed, 
"Fortune,  would  you  abandon  me?  Only  five  days!'' 
I  marched  all  night:  at  break  of  day  I  attacked  Alexan- 
dria with  3,000  haraffed  men,  without  cannon,  and  nearly 
without  cartridges  j   and,  in  five,  days  I  became  mafter  of 
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Rofetta,  of  Demenhour,  that  is  to  fay,  I  was  already  efta- 
blifhed  in  Egypt. 

"  For  thefe  five  days  was  the  fquadron  flickered  from 
the  enemy,  hnwever  great  might  be  their  number  ?  Far 
from  it :  it  remained  expofed  during  the  remainder  of  the 
month  of  Julv  :  it  received  from  Rofetta,  about  the  20th  of 
that  month,  9  fupply  of  rice  for  two  months.  The  Eng- 
lift  were  for  ten  days  in  thefe  parts.  On  the  ;9th  of  July 
it  received  intelligence  of  our  entire  pofTeihon  of  Egypt, 
and  our  entry  into  Cairo;  and  it  was  only  after  Fortune 
faw  that  all  her  favours  were  become  of  no  further  ufe 
that  flie  abandoned  our  fleet  to  its  dcftiny. 

I  falute  you. 
CSigned)  Bonaparte. 

The  illiberal  policy  of  imputing  this  blame  to  the 
gallant  Brueys,  after  his  death,  appears  as  unjuft  as 
it  was  ungenerous,  if  the  flatcnient  of  the  Admiral 
be  true,  that  he  detained  the  fleet  "  to  gratify  the 
wiflies  of  the  Commander  in  Chief."  It  was,  per- 
haps, to  atone  for  this  paltry  evafion,  that  Buonaparte 
was  induced  to  write  a  letter  of  kindnefs  and  condo- 
lence to  Madam  Brueys. 

"  Your  hufband,"  faid  he,  '*  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
ball  in  fighting  nobly  for  his  country  :  he  died  without  fuf- 
fcring  for  a  moment,  and  his  death  is  envied  by  all  good 
foldiers.  1  feel  finccrcly  what  you  muft  fuffer.  The 
moment  which  fcparates  us  from  the  perfon  whom  wc 
love  is  terrible  ;  it  infulatcs  us  from  everything  around 
us,  and  caufce  convulfions  of  agcny  :  the  faculties  of  the 
foul  are  almoft  annihilated,  and  wc  hardly  preferve  any 
connc£lion  with  the  world  but  in  a  dream.  Men  appear 
to  us  more  cold,  more  Iclfith,  more  wicked,  and  more  odious 
than  they  really  are.  We  think  in  this  ficuation,  that  if 
there  was  nothing  which  compelled  us  to  live,  it  were  bet- 
ter for  us  to  die  ;  but,  after  thtfc  firft  emotions,  when  we 

VOL,  ni.— NO.  xxr.  » 
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prefs  cur  infants  to  our  breaft,  tears  and  fentiments  of  ten- 
clernefs  awaken  nature  within  us,  and  we  live  again  for  our 
children.  Yes,  madam,  let  me  advife  you  to  fee  them  in- 
ftantly  ;  let  them  foften  your  heart  to  the  tender  impref- 
fions  of  melancholy;  you  will  weep  over  them,  you  will 
watch  over  their  infancy  and  cultivate  their  youth  ;  you 
will  fpeak  to  them  of  their  father,  of  your  own  fufferings, 
and  of  the  lofs  which  they  and  their  country  have  fuftained. 
J^fter  having  thus  re-attached  yourfelf  to  the  world  by 
filial  and  maternal  love,endeavourto  fet  fome  value  upon  the 
lively  intereft  which  I  fliall  never  fail  to  take  in  all  that 
concerns  the  widow  of  my  friend;  Be  fatisfied  that  there 
are  at  leaft  fome  men  in  the  world,  how  few  fo  ever  they 
may  be,  who  deferve  to  be  confidered  as  the  only  hope  of 
the  wretched,  becaufe  they  feel  for  their  fufferings  with 
fenfibility. 

xd FruSlidor,  tth  Year.  Bonaparte." 

Whatever  might  be  the  defign  of  the  General  iii 
undertaking  the  expedition  to  Egypt,  its  real  ten- 
dency was  to  lead  to  a  new  opinion  of  his  own  cha- 
ra(5^er :  he  had  hitherto  been  regarded  as  an  able 
warrior,  and  the  vices  of  the  conqueror  had  been  ob- 
fcured  by  the  valour  of  the  foldler ;  but  he  feemed 
now  to  have  entangled  himfelf  in  a  fnare,  from  which 
he  could  only  efcape  by  praftifing  all  the  arts  of  a 
cunning  knave.  The  reflections  he  had  call  upon 
Brueys  placed  him  in  this  light  to  the  people  of  Eu- 
rope, and  his  conduct  in  Egypt  made  much  the  fame 
impreffion  upon  his  army  there.  A  very  curious 
fpecimen  of  his  ability  to  conceal  his  views  in  a 
multitude  of  words  is  to  be  feen,  in  a  converfation 
which  he  entered  into  with  Three  of  the  Muftis  in 
the  Pyramids,  and,  which,  though  it  difplayed  his 
ingenuity,  ferved  to  elevate  him  as  an  objed  of  fear 
rather  than  of  afFedtion. 
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Accompanied  by  his  Staff,  and  the  Members  of  the 
National  Inftitute,  attended  alfo  b_y  a  powerful  guard, 
and  conduced  by  feveral  Muftis  and  Imans,  the 
General  proceeded  to  the  Pyramids,  where,  after 
haftily  furveying  the  five  fnferior  ones,  his  attention 
was  principally  direfted  to  that  called  "Cheops," 

After  examining  the  different  apartments,  he  feated 
himfelf  in  a  flattened  vault,  on  a  cheft  of  granite, 
eight  feet  long  and  four  feel  deep,  amongft  his  at- 
tendant?, and  invited  the  Muftis,  Imans,  &c.  to  be 
alfo  feated,  when  he  commenced  a  converfatioa 
with  Snl?.man,  Ibraham,  and  Muhamed,  the  chief 
Mufiis. 

Buonaparte.  God  is  griat,  and  his  works  are: 
marvellous ;  but  we  have  here  a  grand  produdiou  of 
the  hand  of  man.  What  was  the  objeft  of  the  in- 
dividual who  caufed  this  pyramid  to  be  conftrufted  ? 

SuLUMAN.  He  was  a  powerful  King  of  Egypt, 
whofe  name,  it  is  faid,  was  Cheops;  he  wiflied  to 
prevent  the  facrilegious  from  troubhng  the  repofe 

of  his  aQies. 

Buonaparte.  The  great  Cyrus  commanded,  that, 
when  dead,  his  body  fliould  be  left  in  the  open  air, 
that  it  might  return  to  the  elements.  Doft  thou  not 
think  that  he  did  better  ?  Tell  me,  my  friend,  what  i» 
your  opinion  ? 

SuLUMAN.  (mclvwig  himfelf)  Glory  to  God!  to 
whom  all  glory  is  due. 

Buonaparte.  Honour  to  Allah  !  Who  was  the 
Calif  who  caufed  this  Pyramid  to  be  opened,  and 
troubled  the  aflies  of  the  dead  ? 

Muhamed.  It  is  believed  by  fome  that  it  was 
Mahmocd,  the  commander  of  the  Faithful,  who 
reigned   feveral   centuries  at    Bagdad ;   others    fay,. 
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it  was  the  renowned  Aaron  Rafchild,  (peace  to  his 
manes!)  who  expected  to  find  treafures  there;  but 
when,  by  his  command,  entrance  was  made  into  this 
apartment,  tradition  fays,  that  he  found  mummies 
only,  and  this  Infcription  written  on  the  wall : — 
The  impious  Jhall  commit  iniquitywithout  recompenfe^  but 
not  without  remorje. 

Buonaparte.  The  bread  ftolen  by  the  wicked 
fills  his  mouth  with  fand. 

M u H A  M E D  (inclining  himfelf)  Thcfe  are  the  words 
of  wifdom. 

Buonaparte.  Glory  to  Allah  !  there  is  no  other 
God  but  God,  Mahomet  is  his  prophet,  and  I  am 
his  friend. 

SuLUMAN.  The  falutation  of  peace  to  the  Envoy 
of  God  !  Salutation  to  thee  alfo,  invincible  War- 
rior, favourite  of  Mahomet ! 

Buonaparte.  Mufti,  I  thank  thee:  the  divine 
Koran  is  the  delight  of  ray  foul,  and  the  object:  of 
my  contemplation.  I  love  the  Prophet,  and  I  hope 
ere  long,  to  fee  and-honour  his  tomb  in  the  Holy  City ; 
but  ray  miffion  is  firft  to  exterminate  the  Mame- 
lukes. 

Ibkahim.  May  the  angels  of  viftory  fvveep  the 
duft  from  thy  path,  and  cover  thee  with  their  wings ! 
the  Mameluke  has  merited  death. 

Buonaparte.  He  has  been  fmote  and  delivered    ' 
over  to  the  black  angels,  Moukir  and  Quakir.    God, 
on   whom  all  things  depend,  has  ordained   that  his 
djsniinions  fhall  be  deftroyed. 

SuLUMAN.  He  has  extended  the  hand  of  rapine 

over  the  land,  the  harvefts,  and  the  horfes,  of  Egypt. 

Buonaparte.  And  over  the  7noJi  beautiful (IzveSf 

thrice,   holy  Mufti!  Allah  has  withered  his  hand: 
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iT  Egypt  is  his  portion,  let  him  Ihew  ihe  leafe  which 
God  has  given  him  of  it;  but  God  is  juft  and  mer^  , 
ciful  to  his  people. 

Ibrahim.  O  moft  valiant  among  the  children  of 
IfTa  !  (Jefus  Chrill)  Allah  has  caiifed  thee  to  follow 
the  exterminating  angel  to  deliver  his  land  of  Egypt. 

Buonaparte.  This  land  was  a  prey  to  twentyr 
four  opprefTors,  (rebels  againft  the  grand  Sultan,  our 
ally,  whom  God  turn  to  his  glory)  and  to  ten  thou- 
fand  flaves,  from  Canada  and  Georgia.  Adriel,  the 
Angel  of  Death,  has  breathed  upon  them:,  we  are 
come,  and  they  have  disappeared ! 

MuHAMED.  Noble  lucceflbr  of  Ifander!  (Alex- 
ander) honour  to  thy  invincible  arms,  and  to  the 
unexpefted  thunder  which  fpriugs  from  thy  war- 
riors on  horfe. 

Buonaparte.  Doft  thou  believe  thunder  to  be 
the  work  of  the  children  of  men  ?  Doft  thou  believe 
fo  ?  Allah  has  placed  it  in  my  hands,  by  his  meflenger, 
the  Genius  of  War. 

Ibrahim.  We  perceive  in  thy  works  the  great 
Allah;  who  has  fent  thee :  couldfl:  thou  have  con- 
quered, if  Allah  had  not  permitted  ?  The  Delta,  and 
all  the  neighbouring  countries,  refound  with  thy 
miracles. 

Buonaparte.  A  celcflial  car  will  afcend,  bv  my 
command,  to  the  abode  of  the  clouds,  and  the  lighten- 
ing will  defcend  to  the  earth,  along  a  metallic  wire*, 
the  moment  I  fhall  bid  it. 

Suluman.  And  the  great  Serpent,  which  fprang 

*  This  fublime  quackery  means  nothing  more,  in  intel- 
ligent language,  than  an  air  balloon,  and  an  ek£tric  con- 
duster  1 
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from  the  hzCe  of  the  Pillar  of  Pompey,  on  the  day 
of  thy  triumphant  entry  in  Scanderifh,  and  which 
remained  withered  at  the  focket  of  the  pillar,  was 
that  not  alfo  a  prodigy  effefted  by  thy  hand  ? 

Buonaparte.  Lights  of  the  age!  you  are  def- 
tined  to  fee  yet  greater  wonders  than  thefe ;  for  the 
days  of  regeneration  are  come. 

Ihrahim.  May  the  divine  Unity  regard  thee  with 
the  eye  of  predeliftion,  adorer  of  J//af  and  render 
thee  the  fupport  of  the  children  of  the  Prophet. 

BuoNAPAUTE.  Has  not  Mahomet  faid,  that  every 
man  who  adorts  God,  and  performs  good  works, 
whatever  may  be  his  religion,  (hall  be  faved  ? 

SuLUMAN,  MuHAMED,  Ibrahim  (reclining  thcftl' 
fehes)    He  has  faid  fo. 

Buonaparte.  And,  if,  by  an  order  from  on  high, 
I  have  moderated  the  pride  of  the  Vicar  of  Ifla  (the 
Pope)  by  diminiftiing  his  terreftial  pofTeffions,  in 
order  to  amafs  for  him  celeftial  treafiires,  was  it  ren- 
dering glory  to  God,  vvhofe  mercy  is  infinite? 

M u  H  a  M  E  D .  (luith  an  air  of  hejitation)  The  M u ft i 
of  Rome  was  rich  and  powerful,  we  are  poor  Muftis. 

Buonaparte.  I  know  that  you  are  poor;  be 
without  apprehenfron,  for  you  have  been  weighed  in 
the  balance  of  Balthazar,  and,  you  have  been  found 
light.  Does  this  Pyramid,  then,  really  contain  no 
treafure  that  you  know  of? 

Suluman.  (his  hands  on  his  breaft)  None,  my 
Lord  !    we  fwear  by  the  holy  city  of  Mecca. 

Buonaparte.  Unhappy,  thrice  unhappy  !  thofe 
who  feek  for  perifliable  riches,  and  covet  gold  and 
filyci",  which  are  like  unto  dufl! 

Suluman-.  Thou  haft  fpared  the  Vicar  of  Iffa^ 
snu  haft  treated  him  wijth  clemency  and  goodnefs. 
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Boon AF ARTE.  He  is  an  old  man  whom  I  ho- 
hour.  May  God  accomplifli,  when  ihey  fliall  be  re- 
gulated l)y  reafon  and  trudi :  but  he  is  to  blame  in 
condemning  to  eternal  fire  all  the  MulTulmen.  Allah 
defend  us  from  intolerance  ! 

Ibrahim.  Glory  to  Allah,  and  to  his  Prophet! 
who  has  fent  thee  into  the  midit  of  us  to  rekindle  the 
faith  of  the  weak,  and  to  open  to  the  faithful  the 
gates  of  the  feventh  heaven. 

Buonaparte.  You  have  fpoken  my  wiflies,  mofl 
zealous  Muftis !  be  f.iithful  to  Allah,  the  fovereign 
Ruler  of  the  (e,ven  marvellous  heavens,  and  to  Ma- 
homet, his  Vizir,  who  traverfed  all  the  celeftial  man- 
fions  in  a  fingle  night.  Eethe  friends  of  the  Francs, 
and  Allp.h,  Mahomet,  and  the  Francs,  will  recom- 
penfe  ycu. 

Ibrahim.  May  the  Prophet  himfelf  caufe  thee  to 
fit  at  his  lefth-hand,  on  the  day  of  the  refurreftion, 
after  the  third  found  of  the  trumpet. 

Buonaparte.  "  Kethat  hath  ears  to  hear  let  him 
hear!"  The  hour  of  ;ioiiticai  refurreftion  has  arrived 
for  all  who  groan  utiae;  oppicfTion.  Muftis,  Imans, 
Mullahs,  Dervifcs,  ai:d  K'llenders  !  inftru6l  the  peo- 
ple of  Egypt,  encourage  them  to  join  in  our  labours, 
to  complete  the  deftruftion  of  ihe  Beys  and  the  Ma- 
melukes: favour  the  commerce  of  the  Fiancsin  your 
country,  and  their  endeavours  to  arrive  at  the  an- 
cient Land  of  Riama.  Let  them  have  ftorehoufes  in 
your  pni  ts,  and  drive  far  from  you  the  lOandcrs  of  Al- 
bion, accurftd  rmong  the  children  of  lOa  !  fuch  is 
the  will  of  Mahomet.  The  treafurc!^,  induftry,  and 
fricnd(hi|)  of  the  Francs  fliall  be  your  lot,  till  you 
afctnd  to  the  f^vcnih  heaven,  and  are  feated  by  the 
fide  of  the  black-eyed  hoiiris,  who  arc  endowed  with 
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perpetual  youth  and  virginity.  Repofe  under  the 
lliade  of  Laba,  whofe  branches  prefent  of  them- 
felves  to  true  MufTuhnen  whatever  tueir  hearts  may 
defire. 

SuLUMAN.  (incjinhig  himfelf)  Thou  haft  fpoken 
like  the  nr.ofl.  learned  of  the  Mullahs.  We  place 
faith  in  thy  words:  we  will  ferve  thy  caufe,  and 
God  hears  vs. 

Buonaparte.  God  is  great,  and  his  works  are 
marvellous:  the   falutation   of  peace   be  upon  you, 

THRICE  HOLY   MuFTIS  !    - 

The  Reader  will  hardly  difcover  anything  in  this 
bombaftic  chit-chat,  but  a  conteft  between  cunning 
and  craft;  yet  it  is  pretty  evident  that  the  defign 
of  the  General  was  to  out-wit  the  priefls,  but  he 
failed  in  the  attempt. 


0 
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CHAPTER    II. 

Defalxjimfiies  the  Mamelukes  under  Mxirad  Bexj^  and 
has  different  Engagements  loiih  them. — Battle  of  Sedi- 
man.— ^Anecdote  of  a  dying  French  Soldier.— 'His  Army 
being  affiiiied  ivith  Ojithalmia.,  he  collefts  the  Miri^ 
and  returns  to  Cairo. — Buonaparte  requires  Dgezzar 
Pacha  to  difmifs  the  Mamelukes  from  Acre,  zuhich  he 
refufes,  and  puts  the  French  in  Irons, — Buonaparte  ar- 
ranges a  Plan  of  Taxation  ;  efabli^ies  a  Commercial  Com- 
pany y  an  Jnjiiiute,  and  vaiiovs  Manufadories.— Em- 
ployment of  the  Savans. — Majfacre  at  Cairo,  and  Death 
of  the  Cheriff  Coraime. — Buonaparte  arrives  at  Suez^ 
andvifts  Mount  Horei,  infearch  cf  the  ancient  Canal. — 
He  returns  to  Cairo  to  prepare  for  the  Expedition  to 
Syria. 

IBUONAPARTE  having  eftabliflicd  his  head 
quarters  at  Cairo,  Defaix  was  ordered  to  piirfue 
Murat  Bey,  and  complete  the  conqueft  of  Upper 
Egypt,  where  Murad  had  taken  refuge  after  the  battle 
of  the  Pyramids.  Oii  the  25th  of  Auguft  he  ftruck 
his  camp  before  Cairo,  and  f(^  out,  together  with  a 
flotilla,  which  was  to  convoy  his  march. 

Being  informed  that  fonie  barks,  with  provifions 
and  ammunition  for  the  Mamelukes,  were  at  Reflui- 
afeh,  Defaix,  notwithftanding  the  inundation,  marched 
to  furprife  them;  and,  after  crofling  eight  canals, 
and  the  lake  Baten,  where  the  water  was  up  to  their 
armpits,  came  up  witii  the  convoy  at  Benafth, 
drove  away  the  Mamelukes,  who  were  to  defend  it, 
and  made  it  a  prize.  Defaix  rejoined  his  divifion  at 
Abu-jairjch,  marched  to  Taruitl-flierecf,  where  he 
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took  his  pofition  at  the  Canal  of  Jofeph,  to  enfurc  a 
commujiication  with  Cairo.  Arrived  at  Siut,  whence 
the  Mamelukes  had  fled,  he  endeavoured  to  over- 
take them  at  Beneady,  whither  they  had  retired,  with 
their  women  and  baggage :  but  they  having  finally 
joined  Murad  Bey  in  Faium,  Defaix  returned  to 
Siut,  in  order  to  redefcend  to  Tarut-el-fliereef,  where 
he  embarked  his  troops  on  the  Canal  of  Jofeph. 
Arrived  off  Manfura,  on  the  borders  of  the  Defart, 
he,  at  length,  met  Murad  Bey,  who  kept  up  fuch  a 
well-direfted  fire  upon  the  French  on  their  landing 
that  Defaix  ordered  them  to  return  on  board,  in- 
tending to  fall  down  to  Minkia,  The  Mamelukes, 
encouraged  by  this  counter-march»  having  harraffed 
the  barks,  fome  companies  of  grenadiers  chafed  and 
difperfed  them  :  the  debarkation  being  effected  the 
troops  formed  into  fquare  battalions,  and  refumed 
the  road  to  the  Defart,  accompanied  by  the  barks  as 
far  as  Manura;  Murad  Bey  was  at  four  miles  diflance  j 
while  his  rear  guard  harraffed  the  French  he  gained 
the  heights,  where  they  faw  his  army  open  with  all 
the  magnificence  of  the  eafl.  With  telefcopes  they 
difcovered  his  perfon,  blazing  with  gold  and  gems; 
he  was  furrounded  by  all  the  Beys  and  Kiafchefs 
imder  his  command.  The  French  marched  dire£tly 
forward ;  and  the  fplendid  cavalry  they  had  to  op- 
pofe,  cannonaded  by  the  only  two  pieces  which 
could  follow  it,  (topped,  turned,  and  iled  to  Elala- 
mon.  In  following  the  French  left  their  barks ; 
they  wanted  food,  and  v^-ere  obliged  to  return  for 
bifcuit:  Murad  thouoht  thev  had  fled;  he  attacked 
them  with  the  mofl  determined  bravery,  and  aftually 
carried  away  two  prifoners  from  the  very  points  of 
the  bayonets,  and  night  alone  delivered  the  French- 
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from  their  valour.  On  regaining  the  barks  the 
French  loaded  with  bifcuit,  and,  after  taking  a  little 
repofe,  recommenced  their  march. 

During  this  time  Murad  Bey  had  got  a  ftranger 
to  arrive  in  his  army,  vvith   news  that  the  Englifh 
had  deftroyed  fuch  of  the  French  as  were  at  Alex- 
andria ;  that  the  inhabitants  of  Cairo  liad  mafiacred 
thofe  who  occupied   that   city  ;    and  -that  there  re- 
mained in  Egypt  only  the  handful  of  foldiers  whom 
they  had  put  to  flight  the  evening  before,  and  whom 
they  fliould  prefciitly  annihilate  :  a  feftival  was  there- 
fore given,  and  a  fliam  battle,  in  which  the  French 
■were  re{)rerented  by  Arabs,  who  had  orders  to  fuf- 
fer  themftlves  to  be  beaten.     The  feaft  concluded 
with  the  murder  of  the  two  prifoners  who  had  been 
taken  two  days  before. 

Defaix  havino  learned  that  Murad  was  at  Sediman, 
preparing  to  give  battle  to  the  French,  refolved  to 
cornmtnce  the  attack  as  foon  as  he  had  left  the 
open  and  cultivated  country.  The  night  the  Mame- 
lukes parted  in  carcufals  within  their  camp.  At  day- 
break they  formed  a  hollow  fquare,  flanked  by  two 
Icfler  bodies:  foon  after,  the  French  faw  Murad  at 
the  head  of  his  Mamelukes,  and  eight  or  ten  thou- 
fand  Arab?.  A  valley  lay  between  the  two  armies, 
which  muft  be  palTed  before  the  French  could  at- 
tack. Scarcely  did  Murad  fee  them  in  this  difad- 
vantageous  pofition  before  he  furrounded  them  on 
all  fides,  charging  them  with  a  bravery  approaching 
to  fury.  The  clofencfs  of  the  French  body  rendered 
the  number  of  his  men  of  no  advantage  1o  him  : 
their  mulketry  did  much  execution,  and  rcpulfed 
him  for  the  time.  The  Mamelukes  flopped,  wheeled, 
as  if  to  fly,  and  fuddenly  fell  on  one  of  the  fquadrons, 
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which  they  completely  levelled  with  the  ground  ;  all 
who  were  not   killed,  by  a  fpontaneous  movement, 
fell  down  :  this  movement  uncovered  the  Mamelukes 
to  the  center  of  the  French,  who  made  ufe  of  the 
inftant  to   give  a   heavy  fire:    Murad  flopped  and 
^vheeled  once  more ;   fuch  of  the  fquadron  as  were 
not  killed  came   into  the  ranks.     The  French  were 
again  attacked  by  the   whole  body,  now  no  longer 
with    the   cri^s   of    vidtory,    but   rage;    valour  was 
equally  manifefled  on  both  sides ;  the  barrels  of  the 
French  mufkets  were   hacked  by  the  fabies  of  the 
Mamelukes:  their  horfes  were  precipitated  on  their 
ranks;    the  animals   fell    hack  at    the   fight  of  the 
bayonets;  their  riders  turned  them,  hoping  to  force- 
the   ranks  by  their  kicks :  the   French,  who  knew 
their  fafety  depended  upon  their  union,  prefl'ed  toge- 
ther without  diforder,  and  attacked  without  engag- 
ing;   carnage   was  everywhere,    but  there  was  no 
battle  :  the  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  the  Mamelukes 
had  driven  them  wild  with  fury ;  they  threw   their 
arms,  which  could  not  otherwife  have  reached  the 
French;  and,  as  if  this  battle  were  to  have  been  the 
lafi:,  the  troops   were  alTailed  with  firelock?,  piflols, 
battle-axes,  and  fiiowers  of  fabres.     Thofe  who  were 
difmounted  crept  under  the  bayonets,  endeavouring 
to  cut  the  foldiers  legs ;   the  dying  collected  their 
flrength  and  ftill  ftruggled  with  the  dying,  and  theif 
blood,  which  mingled  while  it  drank  the  duft,  did 
not  appeafe   their  animofity.     One  of   the  French 
fallen  had  clofed  with  an  expiring  Mameluke,  whom 
he   held   by  the  throat:   "  How,"    faid  an  officer, 
*'  in  your  fituation,  can  you  be  guilty  of  anything 
fo  fliocking?"— "  Yoii,"  replied  he,   "  talk  very 
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well  at  your  eafe ;  I  have  but  a  moment  to  live, 
and  I  %vi(h  to  enjoy  it." 

Murad  had   fufpended  his  attack ;  he   had  com- 
mitted great  daughter  among  the  French,  in  falling 
back  he  did  not  fly,  and  the  fitwation  of  the  French, 
was  not  improved :  fcarcely  had  he  retreated  when 
he  opened   a    battery    that  had  hitherto  been  con- 
cealed, and    which    at  each    difcharge    carried   off 
fix  or  eight    fokliers.     For   a  moment   the  French 
were  loft  in   confternation  and  frupor;  the  number 
of  the  wounded  increafing  every  inftant.     To  give 
the  word  to  march  was  to   bend  to   the  courage  of 
the  enemy,  and  expofe  themfelves  to  every  fpecies 
of  danger;  not  to  do   fo  was  to  give    unncceHary 
extent   to  the   evil,  and   expofe  the   whole  army  to 
dcftruclion  ;   to  march  was  to  abandon  the  wounded, 
and  to  abandon  them  was  to  give  them  up  to  cer- 
tain death.     Defaix,  diftrafted  with  the  alternauve, 
remained  motionlefs  a  moment ;   at  length,  fays  a 
French    philofopher,    "  the   general   intereft   com- 
manded Jiim    how   to   aft,    the   voice  of   neceflity 
drowned  that  of  the  unfortunate  wounded,  and  ths 
army  began  its  march."     Murad   threatened  to  ha- 
rafs  his  retreat  ;   the  only  choice  was  now   between 
victory   and   abfolute  deftruftioii  ;   the  extremity  of 
this  fituation  fo  united  the  interefts  of  all,  that  the 
army,  as  one   individual,    determined    to  force  the 
battery  :  the  light  artillery,  commanded  by  the  ardent 
Tournerie,  did  prodigies;  and  while  they  difmounted 
fome  of  the   guns  of  the  Mamelukes  the  grenadiers 
came  up ;  the  battery  was  abandoned,  the  cavalry, 
panic-ftruck,   fell  back,  wheeled,   fled,   difappcared 
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immediately,  and  left  the  French  without  an  enemy 
to  oppore.  ,   . 

Never  was  there  a  battle  more  terrible,  a  victory 
more  brilliant,  or  a  cataftiophe  more  unexpefted.i 
The  advantage  gained  by  the  battle  of  Sedimau 
was,  that  of  detaching  the  Arabs  from  the  Mame- 
lukes; but  mtich  was  to  be  added  on  the  fcore  of 
the  imprellion  of  the  French  tacacs  on  the  fears  of 
the  latter.  Murad  Bey,  no  longer  hoping  to  oppofe, 
or  even  to  refill,  the. French  army,  reduced  them  to 
the  occupation  of  following  a  light  and  rapid  enemy, 
who,  in  his  ceafeleis  precaution,  left  it  neither  re- 
pofe  nor  fecurity. 

In  addition  to  the  fufferings  to  which  the  army 
had  been  expofed,  it  was  now  afflifted  with  opthal- 
mia,  arifing  out  of  its  long  marches  and  great 
fatigues,  followed  by  nightly  watchings,  in  a  climate 
where  the  humidity  of  the  air  repels  perfpiration, 
fo  as  to  produce  a  flux,  that  attacked  either  the  eyes 
or  the  bowels. 

Having  now  in  fome  degree  eftabliflied  his  power,' 
Defaix  thought  himfelf  able  to  difpute  with  Murad 
Bey  the  miri,  "  or  territorial  tax,"  of  the  rich  pro- 
vince of  Benesuef,  which  having  partially  accom- 
plifiied,  he  returned  to  Cairo,  to  provide  himfelf 
with  the  means  of  again  taking  the  field. 

At  the  time  the  French  entered  Upper  Egvpt 
the  villages  were  fo  numerous  and  fo  contiguous, 
that,  (landing  in  the  m.idft  of  the  plain,  M.  De  Non 
counted  twenty-four  by  which  he  was  encompafftd ; 
they  were  not  disfigured  by  hills  of  rubbifli,*  but 
fo  planted  with  fpreading  trees  that  they  fecmed 
to  prefent  the  pidures  which  travellers,  have  given 
flf  tiie  kabitatious  in  the  illanda  of  the  Pacific  Sea; 
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abundance    and    riches  .were    everywhere    to    be 
fecn. 

At  Djirjieh,  the  capita],  the  French  found  a  fup- 
ply  of  provifions,  at  very  low  prices;  bread  one  fous 
the  pound,  twelve   eggs  for  two  fous,  two  pigeons 
three  fous,  a  goofe,  of  five  pounds  weight,  twelve 
fous  ;    and   this  the   refult,    not   of  poverty,   but  "of 
great   abundance ;  for,  after  a  flay  of  three  weeks, 
when  the  wants  of  five  thoufand  perfons  had   in- 
creafed  the  confumption  and  the  money  in  circuia- 
tioi),   the  price  of  every   thing  remained   the   fame. 
Tiicle  were  the  people  who  were  called^  upon  ty 
Buonaparte  to   believe  that  he  had  hazarded  all  the 
dangers  of  his  voyage    purely  for  the  purpofe  of 
increafing  their  happinefs,  and  to  deliver  them  from 
opprefTors  !  and  pofterity  will  not  be  furprifed  that 
thefe  uncultivated  Egyptians  could  not  comprehend 
the  advantages  they   fnould  gain  by  paying  the  mir* 
to  the    bayonet  inftead  of  the   fabre.     Dcnon  fays, 
that   he  faw  a   column  of  three  hundred   horfemeri 
ordered   out  to  levy   the  tax,    and  a  requifition   of 
horfes  and   buffaloes:   in   this  the   French   followed 
the  cuftom  of  the  Mamelukes ;  when  he  remarked, 
that,  without  ever  refufing,  they  made  ufe  of  various 
int^enious  methods  to  delay  for  a  few  hours  the  mo- 
merit  of  partingvvith  their  money.     This  our    wife 
man   treat*  as  a   flrange   want  of  gratitude — "  thty 
regretted   their  tyrants,"  he  coniimies,  "  when  they 
were  called  upon  to  repay  their  liberators  !" 

After  the  affair  of  Salehieh  Ibrahim  Bey  had   re- 
tired, wiili  about  1,000  Mamelukes  and  his  treafures 
to  Ga/,a,  where  he  cx])erienced  from  Dgezzar,   Pa- 
cha of   Acre,  the   molt  favourable  reception;    the 

it  z 


23  THE    LIFE    OF 

Pacha  not  ouly  granted  iiim  ao  afyliim,  and  protec'led 
the  Manaelukes,  but  alfo  menaced  the  frontiers  of 
Egypt ;  Buonaparte,  who  yet  pretended  to  be  ia 
friendfhip  with  the  Porte,  difpatched  an  officer  by  fea 
with  a  letter  to  Dgezzar,  aiTuring  him  that  the 
French  were  defirous  of  preferving  the  friend- 
f.iip  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  and  living  in  peace 
with  him;  but  infifled  that  Dgezzar  fl:ould  remove 
Ibrahim  Bey,  and  his  Mamelukes,  and  afford  him  no 
further  fupport.  To  this'communication  die  Pacha 
made  no  anfwer,  but,  in  great  anger,  commanded  the 
officer  to  return,  and  ordered  all  the  French  at  Acre 
to  be  put  in  irons. 

No  intelligence  had  been  received  from  Europe 
lince  the  aftion  at  Aboukir,  as  the  pons  of  Egypt 
were  clofely  blocked  up  by  the  Englifh.  Buona- 
parte had  no  official  information  refpeding  the  ilTue 
of  the  negociation,  which  the  Directory  had  agreed 
to  open  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  relative  to  the  ex- 
pedition to  Egypt ;  but  ail  the  accounts  received 
overland  announced  that  the  Englifli  had  availed 
themfelves  of  the  viftory  at  Aboukir,  to  form  an 
alliance  between  England,  Ruffia,  and  the  Porte, 
againft  the  Republic.  Buonaparte,  conlidering  that 
a  combined  operation  would  take  place  againft  Egypt 
on  the  fide  of  Syria  and  by  fea,  had  not  a  mo- 
ment to  lofe,  and  he  immediately  determined  to  march 
ijilo  Syria,  and  afterwards  to  return  to  Egypt  time 
enough  to'  oppofe  the  expected  iuvafion  by  fea, 
which  was  not  likely  to  take  place  till  about  the  end 
of  the  following  June.  Such  was  the  plan  of  ope- 
rations which  Buonaparte  refolved  upon,  and  which, 
without  delay,  he  proceeded  to  execute,  after  organ- 
zing   a  novel  fyftem  of  government  for  Egypt,  and 
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jfiabliftiliig  a  new  diftribution  of  impolls,  on  princi» 
pies  more  produ(5\ive  to  the  FrenJi  treafury.  At 
Gdiro  he  eftablidied  a  commercial  company,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  exchange  and  circulation  of  all  kinds 
of  commodities.  An  Inftitute  was  alfo  founded,  to 
which  a  library  was  attached,  and  a  chemical  labo- 
ratory wasconftrucled.  A  workfliop,  on  an  cx- 
tenfive  fcale,  was  opened  for  all  the  mechanic  arts  : 
the  making  of  bread  and  of  various  fermented  liquors 
was  foon  brought  to  the  neceflavy  degree  of  perfec- 
tion;  faltpetre  was  refined,  and  feveral  hydrauLo 
machines  conftrucled  ;  whilH  fcientific  and  literary 
men  proceeded  into  the  interior  of  Egypt,  where- 
they  made  many  interefting  obft-rvauons  and  im- 
portant  difcoveries,  with  reference  to  geogrr.phy, 
hifiory,  and  natural  philofophy. 

General  Andreofiy  was  ordered  to  reduce  the- 
country  furrounding  the  Lake  Menzale,  the  Pelu- 
fian  Mouths,  to  fecure  the  command  of  the  lake,  and 
to  take  an  aftiial  furvey  of  all  thefe  points,  as  well 
in  a  fcientific  as  a  military  point  of  vieiv.  Accord- 
ingly, the  General,  on  the  2d  Vendemisire  (23d  Sep- 
tember) founded  the  roads  of  Damiettn,  of  Bougalie, 
and  of  ihofe  near  Bougan,  as  well  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Nile,  in  order  to  determine  the  pa  fits  of  theBog- 
haz,  and  the  form  of  the  bar. 

General  AndreofTy,  accompanied  by  Citizen  Bcr- 
thoUet,  afterwards  proceeded  to  furvey  the  Lakes  of 
Natron,  fituated  in  a  valley  more  than  two  leagues 
broad  ;  thefe  lakes  comprehend  an  exte«l  of  about 
fix  leagues.  The  General  went  into  a  large  valley, 
not  far  from  that  of  Natron,  called  the  river  San-fcau; 
(iviihout  water)  this  valley  is  enciim';ercd  with  fand 
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its  furface  is  about  three  leagues  in  diameter;  there 
he  found  numbers  of  large  trees  entirely  petrified: 
in  the  valley  of  the  lakes  were  found  feveral  fprings 
of  very  good  water.  The  Natron  there  is  of  a  very 
good  quality,  and  would  form  a  valuable  branch  of 
commerce. 

The   learned  and  fcientific   men   who   accompa- 
nied Buonaparte   were  employed    in  purfuits  com- 
menfurate  to  their  refpeftive  knowledge  and  talents. 
Nouet   and    Mechaim  determined    the   latitudes   of 
Alexandria,    Cairo,  Salehieh,   Damietta,  and    Suez. 
Lefevre  and  Mains  furveyed  the  Moez  ;  the  former, 
together  with  Bouchard,   accompanied  General  An- 
dreofTy  in  his  furvey  of  Lake   Menzale.     Peyre  and 
Girard  formed  a  plan  of  Alexandria.     Lanorey  fur- 
veyed the  Canal  of  Aboumanege,  and   directed  the 
works  on  the  Canal   of  Alexandria ;   GeofFroy  exa- 
mined the  animals    of  the  Lake  Menzale,    and  the 
various  kinds  of  fifli  found  in  the  Nile:   Delifle  in- 
veftigated  the  plants  pecuhar  to  Lower  Egypt;  Ar- 
nolet   and  the  younger  Champy  were  difpatched  to 
the  Red  Sea,  to   make  mineralogical  obfervafions  in 
that  quarter;  Girard  was   charged  with  the  infpec- 
tion  of  the  canals  in  Upper  Egvpt ;  Denon  was  fent 
to  Fayrm,  and  afterwards  to  Upper  Egypt,   in  order 
to  delineate  the    monuments   of  antiquity.     Conte 
fuperintended  the   workdiop    deftined   for   the  me- 
chanic arts ;  he  alfo  conftru£}-ed  windmills,  and    fe- 
veral machines  till  then  unknown  in  Egypt :  Savigny 
made  a  coll«rd;on  of  infeds  of  Syria  and  the  Defart  j 
Beauchamp  and  Nouet  compiled  an  almanack,   con- 
taining five  calendars  ;  viz,  thofe  of  the  French  Re- 
public, and    of   the   Romifii,    Greek,  Coptic,   and 
Mufluiman  Churches  j  Coftaz  edited  a  journal:  Four- 
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rier,  fcretary  to  the  Inftitute,  was  appointed  French 
Commiirioner  at  the  Divan;  the  whole  corps  ex- 
erted itfelf  in  forming  new  eftabllfnments  or  making 
new  difcoveries. 

While  the  preparations  were  making  for  the  expe- 
dition to  Syria  Buonaparte  affiiled  the  faxans'm  their 
occupations,  and  regularly  attended  the  fittings  of  the 
Inftitute,  where  each  member  gave  an  account  of  his 
proceedin2;s.  He  determined  to  vifit  the  Ifthmus  of 
Suez  in  perfon,  and  to  fatisfy  all  doubts  relative  to 
the  canal,  which  he  regarded  as  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant yet  obfcure  problems  in  hiftory;  he  had 
made  arrangements  for  this  interefting  journey,  when 
a  calamitous  and  unexpeded  event  obliged  him  to 
poftpone  it. 

Tranquillity  had  hitherto  been  maintained  in  the 
city  of  Cairo  ;  delegates  from  all  the  provinces  deli- 
berated with  calmnefs  on  the  propofitions  made  by 
the  French  Commiflioners,  Monge  and  Berthollet, 
ref[^e<5ting  the  dciinitive  organization  of  the  Divans, 
the  civil  and  criminal  code,  the  eftablifliment  and 
diftribution  of  impoi^s,  and  on  the  various  objects 
of  adminiftration  and  general  police.  Suddenly  the 
French  thought  they  faw  fymptoms  of  an  approach- 
ing infurrection  :  on  the  21ft  bf  Odober,  at  day- 
break, numbers  of  the  inhabitants  were  alfembling 
in  different  parts  of  the  city,  particularly  near  the 
great  mofque ;  hut  whether  for  any  religious  ce- 
remony or  any  peculiar  cuftom  the  jealoufy  of  the 
conquerors  would  not  permit  them  to  enquire.  Ge- 
neral Diipnis,  the  commandant,  advanced,  at  the  head 
of  a  fmall  force,  in  order  to  difperfe  them,  but  he 
was  rtfifted,  and,  together  with  feveral  officers  and 
fome  (fragoons,  killed,  by  a  numerous  party  of  the 
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people.  The  infiirreiflion  immediately  became  real,-; 
all  the  FrcLicii  who  fcil  in  with  the  infurgents  were- 
mafutcrcd,  and  a  number  of  Arabs  appeared  in  force, 
at  (he  i^aies  of  the  city.  The  generale  wci.s  heat,  the 
French  troops-  flew  to  their  arms,  and  forming  in 
moveable  columns,  they  marched,  taking  feveral 
pieces  of  anillerv  with  ihem,  againft  the  Infurg-ents ; 
the  latter,  in  general,  repaired  to  the  different  mofques, 
which  they  barricadced,  and  whence  tiiey  directed  a 
galhng  lire  againft  the  foldiers :  the  mofques, were 
foon  forced,  and  a  terrible  combat  enfued  between 
the  parties,  in  which  the  French  feemed  to  be  ac- 
tuated only  by  feelings  of  defpcjiation  and  revenge. 
Cannon,  placed  on  Several  of  the  adjoining  eminences, 
and  thpfe  of  the  citadel,  were  fired  on  the  town,  and 
the  great  mofque,  and  other,  ilations  of  the  Infur- 
gents, were  fet  on  fire.  The  fanguinary  fpirit  of 
the  French  was  directed  againft  the  hoary-headed 
Coraim,  formerly  arretted  and  fent  on  board  the 
L'Orient.  Admiral  Brueys,  too  generous  to  let  an  in- 
nocent man  fuifer  in  fuch  a  conteft  as  that  of  the  ift^ 
of  Anguft,  had  put  him  on  fliore  before  the  battle. 
The  old  man  was  found  at  Roieita,  and  the  vindic- 
tive fpirit  of  Menou,  ordered  him  to  be  fent  to  Buo  j 
naparte  at  Cairo,  where  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
heroes  of  the  Po  and  the  Pyramids,  who  tore  him  to 
pieces,  and  paraded  his  head  about  the  ftreets  upon  a 
pole,  alatnode-a-Paiis  I  At  lenglh,  after  many  hun- 
dreds of  innocent  people  had  been  mafTacred,  Buo- 
naparte ifTued,  what  he  affected  to  call  a  general 
pardon,  and  on  the  23d  of  October,  order  was  en- 
tirely reftored  :  but  fiich  nieufures  were  taken  as 
imprefied  all  parts  of  the  country  with  the  terror  of 
his  arms. 
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Havliior  previoufly  difpatchecl  General  Bon  acrofs 
the  DcHirt,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  attack  Suez, 
Buonaparte,  accompanied  by  a  part  of  his  ecal-major, 
and  fome  members  of  the  Iiiftitute,  and  efcorted  by 
a  corps  of  cavalry,  on    the  zoth  of  December  ar- 
rived r.t  that  poft,  General    Bon    having   obtained 
pofTeifion  thereof  without  diffiouhy.     The  following 
day  was  fpent  in  viewing  the  town  and   ccr.ft,  and 
Ordering  fuch  works  and  fortifications  as  Buonaparte 
deemed  r.eceilary  for  their  defence.     On  the  28th  of 
December  he  pa.Ted  the  Red  Sea  at  a  ford  near  Suez, 
and  returned  the  fame  evening  to  Suez,  but  it  being 
high-water,   he  was  obliged  to  afcend  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  Red  Sea  :    this  route  was  rendered  the 
more  tedious  iii  confcqnencc  of  the  guide  having  lofl 
his  way  in  the  marfhes,   from  which  they  extricated 
themfelves  with  difficulty,  being  at  one  time  up  to 
the  middle  in  water.     The  magazines  at  Suez  clearly 
indicated,  that  it  had  once  been  the  entrejiot,  of  a  con- 
fiderable  commerce ;  but  at  prefent  only  barks  of 
fmall  draught  can  enter  the  port;  at  the  extremity  of 
a   fandbank,  which  projec'b  a   league  into  the  fea, 
frigates  may  anchor:   this  bank  is  dry  at  low  water, 
and  would  admit  of  the  eredion  of  a  battery,  to  pro- 
tect the  anchorage  and  defend  the  road. 

Buonaparte  encouraged  commerce  by  various  ufe- 
ful  regulations,  and  fuperfeded  the  old  rates  and  du- 
ties by  others  lefs  onerous  and  fevere;  he  alfo 
ailorited  meafures  for  fccuring  the  fafe  carriage  of 
goods  from  Suez  to  Cairo  and  Belbeis,  and  made 
fuch  difpofitions  as  were  likely,  in  a  fliort  time,  to 
reftore  Suez  to  its  ancient  fplendour.  During  the 
(lay   of  Buonapari'j  four   fliips  arrived   there   from 
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Jedda,  and  the  Arabs  of  Tor  came  to  folicit  rbe 
friendfliip  of  the  French.  Buonaparte  quitted  Suez 
on  the  30ih  of  December,  and. proceeded  in  a  north- 
erly diredion.  At  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  and 
a  half  he  difcovered  fome  veiliges  of  the  entrance 
of  the  Canal  of  Suez,  the  courfe  of  which  he  fol- 
lowed nearly  four  leagues ;  the  fame  night  he  rofted 
at  the  fort  of  Adgeroud  ;  on  the  ill:  of  January, 
1799,  he  arrived  at  Belbeis ;  and  on  the  5d  he  ad- 
vanced to  the  Oafis  of  Mount  Horeb,  where  he 
thought  he  difcovered  fome  farther  remains  of  the 
Can'al  of  Sues:  this  was  near  its  entrance  into  the 
irrigated  and  fruitful  lands  of  Egypt.  He  traced 
the  courfe  of  the  canal  for  the  fpacc  of  feveral 
leagues,  and  perfuaded  (or,  as  Berthier  fays,  con- 
vinced) by  this  fecond  difcovery,  he  ordeied  Ci- 
tizen Peyre,  cngiHcer,  to  repair  to  Suez,  and  to 
fet  out,  with  a  fuflicient  efcort,  to  take  a  geome- 
trical level  of  the  whole  courfe  of  the  canal — aa^ 
operation  which  would  finally  refolve  the  problem; 
of  its  exiftence. 

On  his  return  to  Suez  Buonaparte  learned  that 
Dgezzar  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  Fort  of.El- 
Arifli,  wiiich  defended  the  frontiers  of  Egypt;  this 
fortrefs,  ficuated  about  two  days  journey  from  Ca- 
ihieh,  and  ten  leagues  within  the  Defart,  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Pacha.  Cer- 
tain of  being  attacked,  no  other  alternative  re- 
mained to  Buonaparte  than  that  of  an  anticipa- 
tion of  farther  hollilities.  He  quieted  Suez  imme- 
diately, but,  previous  to  his  coming  to  Cairo,  he 
proceeded  to  Salehieh,  near  which  were  cantoned 
the  Uoops  deflined  to  form  the  advanced  gu^jud  qi 
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•the  expedition  to  Syria  ;  thcie  he  ordered  to  march 
witiiout  delay ;  tie  then  proceeded  with  the  utmoil 
expedition  to  Cairo,  \i  here  he  exerted  the  greateft 
celerity  in  the  preparations,  and  in  collecting  the 
main  bodv  of  the  armv,  for  the  expedition  to 
Syria. 


^ 
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CHAPTER    Illi 


Loivering  Afteil  of  French  ^Jfahs. — Hopes  of  the  Con- 
federate Kings. — Cupidity  of  the  French  Government.—^ 
The  Weahiefs  of  the  E7iglifi  Cabinet  lofes  St.  Do" 
mingo. —  Its  Condu^i  contrafed  •ujith  that  of  France.— 
The  itnmenfe  Advantages  luhich  France  obtained  from  the 
Pufillanimity  of  the  En'^lifi  Government  to^joards  fraudu- 
lent Neutrals. — The  French  Aftibaffador  quits  Vienna.— 
Axtflria  indicates  a  reneival  of  the  W^ar.— ^Operations 
co?nmence  in  Italy  under  General  Mack.— -War  declared 
againji  Nahlcs  and  S ardinia.^F iedviont  fei%ed  by  the 
French. — P^ofne  taken  by  the  N-eapolitans^  and  Leghorn 
by  the  Englifi.-'—Mack  defeated^  and  the  French  re-enter 
Ro?ne.—EkrenbreitJleinfurrendersto  the  French. —  Armif- 
tice  ivith  Naples. — The  King  goes  on  board  the  Englijh 
Fleet. — Commotions  in  Naples. — Fury  of  the  Lazarovi. — 
The  French  form  the  City  of  Naples. — Dreadful  Car- 
nage.—  The  City  gained  by  the  French  declaring  for  St. 
fanuarius; — The  Lazarofii  declare  for  the  French. — 
Naples  declared  a  Kepitblic. — The  DireSlory  caJJtier 
Champio7inet.^Repiublic  of  Lucca  overturned. 

JoEING  now  about  to  dare  his  fortune  amidft  the 
fandy  defarts,  and  having  thus  exiled  himfelf  from 
the  theatre  of  his  conquefts,  and  his  glory,  it  is 
neceflary  that  our  Hiftory  fliould  return  to  Europe, 
and  enquire  what  efFedt  was  produced,  by  the  ab- 
fence  of  that  Hero,  to  whofe  talents  alone  both  his 
friends  and  enemies  feemird  to  afcribe  all  the.fuc- 
cefles  of  the  Frencl^rms. 

It  will  be  recoUeded,  that,  having  made  peace 
with  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  Buonaparte  had  left 
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France  negociating  a  treaty  with  the  princes  of  the 
Empire  at  Raftadt;  and,  at  the  moment  that  the 
congrefs  opened,  the  power  of  the  Republic  appeared 
lo  be  fo  perfe<illy  confolidated,  that  no  reafonable 
doubt  could  be  entertained  but  that  the  Empire 
would  be  induced,  from  mere  panic,  to  accept  of 
peace  upon  almoft  any  terms ;  but  the  departure  of 
Buonaparte,  with  the  flower  of  his  army,  infpirited 
the  allied  courts,  and  the  deliberations  were  pro- 
tracted with  a  view  of  taking  advantage  of  events. 
The  hungry  policy  of  the  Directory  loon  gave  the 
enemies  of  France  a  pretence  for  gaining  all  the  time 
they  deftred :  it  had  been  ftipulated  that  thej'or- 
trelPes  of  Kehl  and  Caffel  fliould  be  furrendered  by 
the  French  to  the  Imperial  troops,  and  that,  in  return, 
that  of  Ehrenbreitftein  fnould  be  given  over  to  a 
French  garrifon. 

The  French  had  not  fuffered  the  fmallefl:  fuccour 
to  be  conveyed  into  Ehrenbreitftein,  but  they  refufed 
to  allow  the  Auft:rians  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  other 
fortrefTcs :  upon  thefe  inferior  points,  therefore,  a 
great  length  of  time  was  confumed,  which  a  wife 
policy  would  have  employed  \n  fecuring  a  peace  fo 
honourable  as  that  of  Campo  Formio,  even  at  the 
expenfe  of  fuch  an  inconfiderable  facrince.  The 
members  of  the  congrefs  were  encouraged,  by  the 
final  fubjugation  of  Ireland,  to  hope  that  England 
would  be  able  to  find  refources  for  a  new  confe- 
deracy if  the  negociation  fhould  fail,  and  the  fup- 
plying  Ehrenbreitftein  was  made  the  only  point  of 
difcullion.  Things  were  in  this  ftate,  when  news 
arrived  in  Europe,  that  the  French  fleet  had  been 
deftroytd  by  Admiral  Nelfon,   and  the  old  liopes  of 
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marching  triumphantly  to  Paris  revived  in  the  bo- 
foms  of  all  the  conquered  fovereigns.  Intelligence 
of  that  great  event  reached  St.  Peterfburgh,  overland, 
nearly  as  foon  as  it  reached  London ;  and  the  Em- 
peror  Paul  evinced  a  difpofition  to  aft  more  effec- 
tually againft  the  Republic  than  the  Emprefs  Catha- 
rine had  done,  whom  he  had- lately  fucceeded.  Ru- 
Tpours  wereindufirioufly  circulated  that  Great  Britain 
nacl  agreed  to  fubfidize  Ruflia,  and  that  the  French 
frontier  would  foon  be  attacked  by  all  the  barbarous 
tribes  of  the  North  ;  but  though  the  French  Govern- 
ment retained  all  its  pride  and  violence,  it  had  lost 
all  its  energy  and  promptitude  :  the  Direftory  faw 
the  ftorm  gathering,  but  the  cupidity  and  avarice  of 
its  members  had  fo  difgufted  the  country  with  their 
gQvernment  that  they  dreaded  the  confsquences  of 
acquainting  the  people,  v/ilh  their  danger. 

In  the  meantime,  the  naval  triumphs  of  the 
Englilli  had  totally  annihilated  the  commerce  of 
France;  and  the  merchants,  who  had  hitherto  found 
their  way  into  the  Mediterranean  markets,  faw,  with 
the  mod  manifefi:  chagrin  and  rage,  the  produftions 
of  their  own  count! y  depreciated  for  want  of  buyers, 
whilft  thofe  of  their  rivals  increafed  fo  much  in  va- 
lue that  the  Englifii  merchants  grew  rich  with  the 
fame  rapidity  z^.they  went  to  ruin.  Thefe  grievances 
were  increafed  by  the  rapacity  of,  all  the  minillers 
and  officers  of  the  Direftory,  who,  uncertain  as  to 
the  duration  of  their  power,  feemed  all  determined 
to  make  the  mod  of  their  fituations  while  they  held 
them.  To  fuch  an  extent  was  the  praftice  of  bri- 
bery and  corruption  carried,  that,  in  a  negociation 
with  the  United  States,  the  merits  of  which  it  would 
be  foreign  to  the  nature  of  this  Work  to  difcufs, 
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the  miniiler,  Talleyrand,  offered,  by  the  intervention 
of  fecret  agents,  to  fettle  the  point  in  difpute  fiK  «• 
fum  of  money,  as  a  prefent,  which  it  was  propolea 
that  the  American  ambafTadors  fliould  remit  to  a 
confidential  friend  of  his.  No  juftice,  therefore, 
was  difpenfed  by  the  government  either  to  friends  or 
enemies,  either  to  its  own  people  or  to  Itrangers ; 
and  the  fpirit  of  infiirrcdion  began  again  to  fliew 
itfelf  in  La  Vendee,  to  an  extent  that  led  the  holVile 
courts  to  calculate  upon  a  powerful  diverfion  in 
their  favour  from  the  people  of  France  themfelves. 

The  policy  of  the  Englifli  Government  was  not 
marked   with  greater  wifdom  than   that  of  France, 
for,   though   the  gallantry   of   its   commanders  and 
people  was  unequalled  by   any  age   or  nation,   the 
acquifitiuns  of  the  warrior  were  rendered  nugatory 
by   the  imbecility  of  the  cabinet.     Although  this 
pofition  is  demonftrated  by  almoft  every  a<5l  of  the 
government   from  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
it  had  not  been  more  mifchievoufly  iliuftrated  than  it 
was   in    the   cafe  of   St.  Domingo.     This  valuable 
ifland,  the   principal  fcene  of   the  horrid  and  fan- 
guinary  conteft  that  enfued  in  confequence  of  fud- 
den   dilTolution   of  flavery,  had  been  fubdued,  and 
taken  poffeffion  of  by  the  Britifli  arms,  at  an  expenfe 
of  millions  of  money  and   thoufands   of  lives ;  and 
none  of  tlie  inhabitants  were  inclined  to  return  under 
the  French  government ;   but  it  now  appeared  that, 
in  the  late  negociation,  the  reftoration   of  the  ifland 
was  infifted  on   by  France,  without  any   refiftance 
on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  miniflry,  which  indicated, 
nn   intention  of  retaining  it  as  a  part  of  the  Britifh 
Empire;  and  the  coloniffs  became  unwilling  to  pre- 
ferve  their  loyalty  for  a  government  that  was  liicely 
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to  barter  them  away  to  thofewho  would  punifli  them 
in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  that  they  exer- 
cifed  it.  The  People  of  Colour  and  Negroes  were 
joined  by  the  French  Royalifts,  and,  altogether,  ha- 
raiTed  the  Britifti  forces  under  General  Maitland  fo 
much,  that  he  found  ic  iieceflary  to  aft  fome  time 
upon  thedefenfive  ;  and,  at  laft,  for  want  of  fufficient 
fupport,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  for  the  evacuation  of 
the  place  with  Touflaint  Louverture,  a  black  of 
extraordinary  talents  and  accomplifliments,  who  had 
arrived  at  the  rank  of  general  and  commander  in 
chief,  in  a  place  where  he  had  formerly  been  a 
flave ! 

The  Britifti  Government  attempted  to  juftify 
themfelves  for  the  lofs  of  this  valuable  pofTeffion 
upon  this  pretence,  that  it  required  a  much  larger 
force  to  keep  it  than  it  was  worth  ;  and  the  people 
of  England  were,  as  they  are  to  this  day,  ignorant 
enough  to  believe  it.  The  truth  is,  that  it  was  a 
negleft  of  the  means  that  they  had  then  in  their 
power,  and  a  pufillanimous  facrifice  of  the  interefts 
of  the  Etiglifh  people  to  thofe  of  neutral  nations 
that  prevented  them  keeping  pofTeffion  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  well  as  all  the  colonies  belonging  to  the 
enemy.  It  was,  in  fad:,  becaufe  the  Englifti  Go- 
vernment had  not  the  wifdom  nor  the  courage  to 
ufe  the  weapons  that  circumfiances  put  into  their 
hands.  The  talents  of  Mr.  Pitt's  parliaments  went 
very  little  beyond  the  power  of  judging  when  he 
defired  them  to  fay,  aye,  or  no ;  and  their  courage 
was  confined  to  the  fingle  point  of  making  their 
people  content  to  work  for  fmall  wages  and  pay 
high  for  commodities;  but,  in  no  one  folitary  in- 
fiance,  did  one  of  thofe  parliaments,  either  out  of 
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love  to  its  own  country,  or  hatred  to  its  enemies, 
niufler  courage  enoiigii  to  meet  a  decree  of  the 
French  Conxention  by  au  act  of  the  Englijh  Varlta- 
ment ;  and  yet  there  never  was  one  hour,  during  the 
whole  war,  in  which  the  Englifli  ParUament  had 
not  more  power  to  tarry  its  ads  into  effeft  than  the 
French  Legiflatu re  had  to  execute  its  decrees.  When 
the  French  entered  any  territory  that  they  chofe  to 
keep,  they  fimply  paflcd  a  decree,  that  henceforth 
it  fliould  belong  to  France;  and  they  maintained 
their  right  upon  the  ground  of  their  own  decree ; 
it  was,  indeed,  a  new  principle  of  pohcy,  but  the 
dignity  of  the  Englifti  nation  required  that  the  or- 
gan of  its  authority  fliould  not  have  conceded  to 
France  the  exclufive  right  of  co^iquering  by  decrees. - 
By  a  decree  the  National  Convention  declared  that 
Savoy  fliould,  for  the  future,  be  called  France ;  and,, 
by  the  fame  omnipotent  power,  they*  tranfportcd 
the  boundaries  of  France  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine 
and  the  Mediterranean ;  twelve  millions  of  people 
were  thus  made  certain  of  their  future  deftiny;  and, 
as  the  law  was  unchangeable,  it  fecurcd  as  much  of 
obedience  as  llie  forte  of  arnu.  Juftice  demanded 
that  the  Government  of  England  fliould  have  con- 
fulted  the  intereft  of  its  people  by  conquering  at 
the  fame  cheap  rate.  All  comnuinication  within  the 
reach  of  the  Britiili  fleet  fl\ould  have  been  cut  off 
from  the  dominion  of  France  by  an  Englifli  aft  of 
Parliament,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  flates  within 
the  reach  of  the  French  armies  were  annexed  to  it 
by  a  decree  of  that  Government.  Tiie  naval  power 
of  England  was  as  great  as  the  military  power  of 
France  j  and,  therefore,  there  was  no  principle  upoa 
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which  that  government  could  claim  the  reftoration 
of  any  of  her  colonies  againll:  an  Englifli  law,  un-- 
til  llie  difclaimed  the  fovereign  authority  of  her 
own  decrees  ;  but  the  Britifli  miniftry  furrendered  at 
difcretion,  arid  at  once  yielded  to  the  enemy  the 
right  of  recovering  what  he  had  loft  and  keeping 
what  he  had  taken.  This  daftardly  condud  led  to 
the  evacuation  of  St.  Domingo,  and  permitted  the 
enemy  to  recover  his  commerce  and  his-  ftrength, 
whilft  the  people  of  England  were  burdened  with 
the  expenfe  of  protracted  war,  becaufe  their  go- 
vernmeni  had  not  fpirit  enough  to  adopt  meafiires 
'  fufficiently  bold  to  fhew  that  they  were  determined 
to  conquer. 

The  conceffioiis  of  the  Britifii  miniftry  began, 
fhortiv,  to  operate  more  powerfully  in  favour  of 
French  commerce  and  French  interefts  than  any 
effort,  either  of  the  government  or  arms  of  that 
country,  could  have  done.  The  Americans,  and  other 
neutral  nations,  unbluftiingly  opened  a  trade  for  falfe 
papers,  by  which  means  they  undertook  to  cover  all 
French  property  as  their  own,  and  thus  to  infure  the 
trade  between  France  and  her  colonies,  in  defiance 
of  an  expenfive  navy,  maintained  by  the  labour  and 
induftry  of  the  BritiHi  people,  and  falfely  pretended 
to  be  kept  up  for  the  purpofe  of  weakening  the 
power  of  their  enemy  by  deftroying  his  com- 
merce. 

This  trade  became  tolerated  at  laft,  by  the  mif- 
named  delicacy  of  the  Britifli  Court  of  Admiralty, 
which  feemed  to  be  awed  more  by  the  pfuedo  philo- 
fophy  of  a  party  in  tlie  Englifli  parliament,  called 
Foxites,  than  a  fear  of  facrificing  the  interefts  of 
its  country  to  the  biuflering  demands  of  injuftice. 


<^     L^^^/7^^' ^ya^< 
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Men,  in  fome  of  the  neutral  dates,  known  by  the 
Englifli  cruifers  to  be  not  worth  a  hogfliead  of  to- 
bacco, were  found,  fiiddenly,  to  become  pi^fTefled  of 
ten  or  twelve  fhips,  and  cargoes  of  goods  failing 
from  the  enemies  ports,  as  tneir  own  purchafrs. 
When  fuch  ftiips  were  taken,  if,  in  any  fit  of  d'-unk- 
ennefs  or  carelefTnefs,  the  fliani  owners  had  omitted 
to  procure  the  perjuries  or  falfe  papers  necellary  ro 
blind  an  Englifli  judge,  they  were  condemned  ;  but, 
as  this  feldom  happened,  eleven  out  of  twelve  of  • 
fuch  fliips  were  reftorcd  to  their  fraudulent  owners, 
although  detecflion  in  one  fingle  iuflance  proved 
that  he  was  a  hired  perjurer  in  the  fervice  of  our 
enemits. 

So  much  hope  was  now  entertained  by  minifters 
of  gaining  all  their  objefts  by  kindling  a  new  war 
upon  the  Continent,  that  they  diverted  their  m'-ans 
from  their  own  element,  and  direrted  them  afrefli  to 
a  military  cruiade.  An  evrnt  had  happened  at  Vi- 
enna which  threatened  to  contribute  its  fhafe  to- 
wards embroiling  Aul'lria  and  France  anew.  Ge- 
neral Bernadotte,  the  French  ambaflador  at  the 
court  of  Vienna,  on  taking  up  his  reficencc  there 
as  the  minifterof  Prace,  chofe  to  hang  an  immenfe 
flag  out  at  the  window  of  his  hotel,  which  was  a 
novelty  that  excited  the  notice  of  the  palFengers,  and 
colleded  a  number  of  people  before  his  door.  This 
was  a  fpecies  of  infult  tliat  ourinoffenfive  Republican 
^  could  not  fubmit  to;  for  certainly  an  ignorant  rabble 
had  no  right  to  make  any  obfervarion  upon  the  con- 
duct of  an  ambafTador  of  "  the  Great  Nation  !"  al- 
thouL'li  he  had  a  right  to  do  what  he  pleafed  to  tempt 
their  obfervation.  Still  the  crowd  »vondtred  what 
the  flag  meant,  and,  in  Ipitc  of  the  threats  of  the 


44  THE    LIFE    OF 

Bobadil  ambafTador,  continued  to  fi-are:  the  French 
fervants  came  ouc  to  drive  them  away;  they  refifted  ; 
the  General  declared  that  he  was  attacked  in  his  pa- 
lace, charged  the  court  of  Vienna  with  a   confpiracy 
to  infiilt  him,   would  liften   :o  no  explanation,  de- 
manded his  paflports,  and  re-turned  home  in  a  vio- 
lent rage,  to  perfuade  his  countrymen  that  they  muft 
inftantly    revenge    the  injury  done  to  their   ambaf- 
fador  by  a  declaration  of  war.     Upon  this  point  the 
Directory  opened  a  feparate  negociation  with  Aiiftria,- 
which,  owing  to  the  frivolity  of  the  difpute,   was  not 
of  a  nature  to  arrive  at  any  conclufion  :  this,  there- 
fore, like  the  negociation  at  Rafladr,  was  interrupted 
by  the  certainty  that  a  very  large  army  of  Huffians 
was  on  its  march,  and  would   attempt   to  reach  the 
French  frontier  through  the  Auflriaa  States.    Before 
the  Directory  could  obtain  any  fatisfadory  explana- 
tion  from  the  Emperor   upon    this   head,  the  Au- 
ftrians  took   pofTeffion  of  the  Grifons,  without  any 
intimation  to  Switzerland  of  its  intention ;   and  the 
King  of  Naples,  at  the  fame  time,  advanced  towards 
the  North,  with  an  army  well  provided  with  every 
requifite  for  taking  the  field.     It  was  now  impolTible 
for  the  Directory  to  retain   its  apathy  any   longer; 
and,   notvvithftanding    the    dilapidated    fiate    of  the 
finances,  every  branch  of  the  war  department  was  put 
into  thegrcatcft  aftivity.     No  lefs  than  600,000,000 
were  wan  ing,  and  among  the  ways  and  means  of 
raifing  this  fum,   30,000,000  were  propofed  to  be  le- 
vied as  a  tax   upon  fait  ;  in  the  whole  budget  there  ^ 
.was  not,   perhaps,    a    lefs  oppreflive   one j  but    our 
readers  will  recoUecft,  that  it  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely unpopular,  as  it  ferved  torrecal  the  infamous 
gabelle,  oa  which   account  it  was  rejected  by  the 
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Council :  but,  if  it  was  rejeded,  it  found  a  febHitute 
in  another,  equally  opprelnve,  the  impoung  a  duty 
on  all  provifions  and  nrierchandiie  brough,t  into  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  Republic. 

The  Neapolitan  troops  collecled  on  the  frontiers 
of  the  Roman  liate,  which,  en  account  of  an  affray, 
wherein  a  French  oiiicer  had  bten  killed,  the  Di- 
reftory  had,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  revolu- 
tionized and  declared  a  republic  :  this  circum- 
(lance  was  conftrued  into  an  attack  on  an  ally  of 
France,  and  the  offence  of  Naples  was  aggravated 
by  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Nelfon 
having  met  with  a  frie.'idly  reception,  wh.ilft  Man- 
gouvit,  the  Secretary  of  the  Frer.ch  Legation,  had 
been  refufed,  and  the  ambadador,  Lacomb  St.  Mi- 
chel, treated  with  contempt.  General  Mack  de- 
clared that  Rome  was  to  be  protected  by  his  army, 
at  the  exprefs  command  of  the  government  of  Na- 
ples, and  ordered  General  Championnet  to  evacuate 
the  territory,  which  Championnet  declared  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  rights  of  nations;  and,  in  a  letter, 
to  General  Mack  afTured  him,  that  he  fliould  be  re- 
fponfible  for  the  events  of  a  fanguinary  conteft* 
which  would  certainly  be  injurious  to  the  caufe  of 
humapity. 

General  Mack  returned  an  anfwer,  purporting 
that  the  Neapolitan'  troops  had  paffed  the  frontier 
the  day  before,  with  the  King  in  perion  at  their  head, 
to  take  polIefTion  of  the  Roman  territory,  which  he 
affirmed  had  been  revolutionized  and  uiurped  fince 
the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  and  never  acknow  Ldged 
by  his  Sicilian  Majedy,  or  his  ally  the  Emperor  of 
Germany.  He  concluded  with  a  [)eremptory  de-' 
mand  to  evacuate  the  Roman  Republic,  without  vio- 
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iating  tha-t  of  Tufcany,  and  that  a  refufal  would- 
be  confidered  as  a  declaration  of  war,  his  Sicilian 
Majefty  being  well  able  to  enforce  the  jiift  demands 
addrefled  to  him  in  his  name.  Such  was  the  negli- 
gence of  the  Direftory  that  the  French  army  did  not 
exceed  10,000  men  at  the  time  when  no  fewer  than 
76,000  troops  entered  the  frontiers !  The  magazines 
were  totally  empty;  they  had  no  arms,  artillery,  or 
place  properly  flored  with  provifions;  and  at  Civita 
Vecchia,  it  is  faid,  there  was  not  fo  much  powder  as 
would  ferve  to  fire  at  a  Barbary  corfair,  which  at  that 
period  menaced  the  port ! 

When  the  Legiflative  Body  of  France  received  in- 
telligence refpeding   the  entry   of  the   Neapolitan 
troops,  it  declared  war  againfl  the  kings  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  and  Sardinia:  the  King  of  Sardinia  was  eafily 
difpoffefTed  of  his  continental  dominions,  as  the  French 
had  been  in  pofTeffion  of  the  citadel  of  Turin  for  a 
confiderable  time.     No  oppofition  was  made  to  the 
jnvafion  of  Piedmont,  for  the  King  delivered  up  the 
country  into  the  hands  of  the  Republicans,  by  virtue 
of  an  a(5t,  which  he  figned  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber.    The  King  declared  himfelf  to  have  renounced 
the   exercife  of  all  authority,  and  commanded  his 
fubjccSs,  of  every  defcription,  to  be  obedient  to  the 
provifional  government  which  the  French  were  about 
to  eftablifli.     The  Piedmontefe  army  was  charged  to 
confider  itfelf  as  a  part  of  the  French  army  of  Italy, 
and  obey  the  Republican  general  as  if  he  were  himfelf. 
The  principal  part  of  the  Neapolitan  troops  en- 
tered Rome  on  the  29th  of  November,  and  the  com- 
bined   fleets   of  Great   Britain  and  Naples  got  pof- 
fefuon  of  the  harbour  of  Leghorn :  the  French  re- 
treated towards   Civita  Caftellana,  after  leaving   a 
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garrifon  in  the  Caftle  of  St.  Angelo.  The  com- 
mander was  fiimmoned  to  furrcnder,  in  which  Ge- 
neral Mack  declared,  that  if  the  Neapolitan  troops 
were  fired  at  he  would  put  to  death  the  fick  troops 
in  the  hofpitals,  one  foldier  for  every  fliot ;  but  this 
cowardly  flourish  did  not  laft  long,  for  the  Repub- 
licans, having  received  ftrong  reinforcements,  «. 'i- 
gaged  the  army  of  Naples,  and  captured  12,000 
prifoners,  together  with  100  pieces  of  cannon  and 
20  pair  of  colours.  The  defeat  was  fo  entire  that 
Rome  was  immediately  abandoned  by  the  King, 
and  the  vidorious  troops  of  the  Rep'iblic  again  took 
pofTeffion  of  it :  they  immediately  proceeded  towards 
Naples,  and  an  armifticc,  u[)on  any  terms  wlutever, 
was  humbly  implored  by  General  Mack,  He  urged 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  the  wretched 
ftate  of  tlie  roads  as  motives  for  his  demand ;  but 
General  Championnet  informed  him,  that  as  his  vic- 
torious troops  had  bid  defiance  to  every  obftacle  of 
which  he  complained,  they  would  make  no  halt  till 
they  had  entered  the  city  of  Naples  in  triumph. 

A  year  had  nearly  been  fpent  by  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Raftadt,  when  the  march  of  the  Rufiian 
troops,  and  the  extenfive  military  preparations  on  the 
part  of  that  empire,  caufed  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  Republic,  on  the  ifl:  of  January  i/gg,  (o  de- 
clare, that  if  the  troops  were  permitted  to  enter  the 
territories  of  his  Imperir.l  Majefly,  it  would  be  con- 
Jidered  by  France  as  u  dire«5t  infringement  of  neu- 
trality. 

About  this  time  the  French  forces,  which  had  left 
the  righc  fide  of  the  Rhine,  re-croflld  that  river,  and 
tookapofilion  on  the  fide  of  CJermany,  in  oppofition 
to  the  remonftrances  of  the  Count  of  Mettcrnich, 
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who  prefented  frefti  memorials  refpeiling  that  per- 
petual topic  the  raifing  the  fiege  of  Ehrenbreitftein  : 
but  as  it  was  more  than  probable  that  the  delibera- 
tions at  Raftadt  would  not  be  of  long  continuance, 
the  Republic  deemed  itfelf  fully  warranted  in  pre- 
paring for  the  worfl.  The  forces  flationed  between 
Cologn  and  Mentz,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
united  themfelves  with  the  befiegers^of  Ehrenbreit- 
ftein on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  After  a  gal- 
lant reiiftance  of  eighteen  months,  it  was,  at  length, 
compelled  to  furrender,  by  the  iron  hand  of  famine. 
The  ftores  found  there  by  the  Republicans  confided 
of  192  pieces  of  artillery,  poo, 000  balls,  bombs,  and 
grenades,  1,000,000  of  cartridges,  450,000  weight 
of  powder,  5,000  juufkets,  arid  a  vaft  number  of 
other  articles. 

During  thefe  tranfaflions,  General  Championnet, 
who,  in  the  end  of  laft  year,  was  encamped  at  St. 
Germano,  removed  his  head  quarters  to  Torre,  w  here 
he  was  made  acquainted  with  the  fuccefs  attending 
the  exertion?  of  General  Rev  againft  Gaeta,  which 
had  been  captured,  together  witb  vaft  quantities  of 
magazines  and  provifions  of  every  kind,  and  a  large 
train  of  artillery  and  ftores. 

The  French  commander  in  chief  was  unac- 
quainted with  the  ftate  of  the  centre  and  iefc  wing 
of  his  army,  under  General  Duh.efme,  who  was  as  ig- 
norant of  the  deftiny  of  the  right  wing  :  he  had  forced 
his  way,  by  the  coaft  of  the  Adriatic,  through  a  coun- 
try everywhere  interfected  by  rivers,  and  well  de- 
fended by  the  troops  of  the  enemy.  He  crofled  the 
Salinello  and  the  Trentino,  although  with  incon- 
fiderable  lofs  ;  and,  on  reaching  Vomano,  he  found 
it  had  been  crolfed  by  the  enemy,  with  a  view  to 
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put  a  period  to  the  profecution  of  his  march."  He 
drove  them  froni  their  pofition,  but,  perceiving  they 
intended  to  make  a  regular  attack,  lie  marched  for- 
ward to  the  river  on  the  enfuing  day,  efreded  the 
paffage  of  it  in  their  pretence,  and,  after  throwing  a 
body  of  troops  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  on  their 
fiank,  his  viftory  was  decifive,  and,  he  compelled  tlie 
right  wing  of  the  NeapoHtans  to  retreat.  Notwich- 
ilanding  its  fuccefles,  the  French  army  was  aflauked 
in  all  directions  by  an  armed  peafantry  and  people, 
and  was  otherwife  in  very  great  diftrefs,  when  a  de- 
putation of  Neapolitan  officers,  authorifcd  by  the 
Viceroy,  waited  upon  General  Championnet,  pro- 
pofing  to  deliver  up  the  city  of  Capua,  on  condition 
of  being  granted  an  armiftice,  as  the  bafis  of  a  per- 
manent treaty.  It  is  a  fingular  circumRance  that 
Championnet  fliould  have  treated  this  propofitioii 
with  contempt,  at  a  time  when  he,  himfcif,  v.'as  auo- 
nifhed  at  receiving  fuch  a  propafition.  He  called  in 
all  his  pofts  fi'om  mere  neceiTity,  refolving  either  to 
conquer  or  perifti,  when  the  arrival  of  the  former  de- 
putation was  announced  by  the  found  of  a  trumpet, 
it  having  received  more  extenfive  powers.  It  can- 
not be  imagined  thatChampionnet  was  long  in  form- 
ing a  refolution,  fince,  in  his  ftate,  it  would  have  been 
niadnefs  to  hefitate,  and  obftinacy  would  have  been 
his  ruin. 

An  armiftice  was  concluded  between  the  Repub- 
lican General  and  the  Prince  of  Milliano,  in  which 
it  was  ftipulated  that  Capua  fliould  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  French,  with  all  its  artillery  and 
ftores;  the  army  of  Championnet  was  to  poflefs  the 
country  from  Acerra  ijeforo  Naples ;  Benevenco,  and 
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along  the  Adriatic,  was  to  form  a  line  of  demarka- 
tion ;  the  ports  belonging  to  Naples,  were  to  be  eva- 
cuated by  every  fi)ip  belonging  lo  any  power  at  war 
with  the  P^.epublic;  and,  finally,  the  Neapolitans 
were  to  pay  to  France  io,ooo,coo  of  livres.  HolH- 
lities  were  not  to  commence  till  three  days  previous 
notice  fliould  be  given  by  either  of  the  contrafting 
parties.  The  King,  with  the  royal  family,  had  fied 
to  Palermo  feme  days  before,  having  committed  the 
management  of  affairs  to  M.  Pignatelli,  as  viceroy, 
and  he  now  went  on  board  the  Britifli  fliips,  toge- 
ther with  his  court,  attended  by  the  Ruiiian,  Au- 
iirian,^and  Britifa  miniiier^. 

The  Republican  General,  in  a  fecret  note  to  the  Di- 
rcftory,  which  went  along  with  the  account  of  the  ca- 
pitulation of  Capua,  uefcribed  the  melancholy  fitua- 
tion  of  his  array,  declaring  thai  he  was  completely  fur- 
rounded  on  all  hands,  dcftitute  of  provifion,  ammuni- 
tion, and  articles  of  every  kind  ;  fo  that  the  lofs  of  a 
battle  would  have  been  the  ruin  of  his  whole  army, 
and  that  a  victory,  even  before  Capua,  would  have 
availed  him  nothing.     He  conceived  the  poiTeffion 
of  this  place  as  of  the  uimoft  importance,  fince  he 
found  in  it  an  ample  fupply  for  the  army  of  all  its 
wants,  and   greatly   facilitated  the  conqueft  of  Na- 
ples.    He  confidered  an  armiftice  granted  to  a  peo- 
ple fo  repleLe  with  perfidy  as  no  more  than  a  ftra- 
tagem  of  war^  and  that  the  one  he  had  now  con- 
cluded,  was  of  fuch  a  texture  as  could  be  broken 
by  the  Neapolitans  whenever  they  deemed  it  proper; 
and,  in  fine,   that  he  had  no  doubt  of  effeifting  the 
conqueft  of  Naples   before    or  about   the    time  at 
which   the  news  of  the  furrender  of  Capua  could 
reach  the  Directory,  as  he  poffefled  the  means  of  cor- 
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refponding  with  the  difaffefted  party,  which  was  very 
mimerous.  The  King  was  (o  diflatisfied  with  the  treaty 
that  hereAifed  to  continue  the  armiil:ice,-ai)d,  in  the 
r/io.t  reproachful  language,  told  the  Viceroy,  ",that 
he  mud  have  ibrgotten  that  iie  had  a  mafter  when 
he  figned  fuch  a  treaty  for  the  lake  of  preferving  the 
capital."  On  the  contrary,  the  Directory  palTed  the 
hvered  cenfures  upon  General  Championnet,  for 
agreeing  to  any  amniuice  till  lie  had  fubdued  the  ca- 
j.ital  and  the  whole  kingdom. 

The  partifans  of  the  French  were  very  numerous 
among  the  principal  families,  r.nd,  as  the  King  op- 
pofed  the  treaty,  it  was  infinuated  that  he  hati  abdi- 
cated   the  kingdom.     The   French  commander  ex- 
erted himfelf  with  activity   hi  communicating  with 
the  malcontents ;    for  which  purpofe  he  appointed  a 
committee  to  obtain  a  circvnnilantial  account  of  the 
real  ftate  of  affairs  In  the  city,  f  id  at  laft  the  revo- 
lutionary party  refolvedto  ra'iy  round  theftandard  of 
the  French  Republic,  having  received  the  ftronged: 
afiiiranccs  of  protection  and  afliilance  from  Cbam- 
j.ionnet,    in  effeifling  the  fubverfion  of  the  old  go- 
vernment.    When   payment   was  demanded    of  tnc 
10,000,000,  which  had  been  promifed  at  the  capi- 
tulation of  Capua,  the  moft  violent  commotions  en- 
fued,  and  the  French   agent  very  narrowly  efcaped 
adaflinalion.  The  Lazzaroni,  who  were  true  royalifts, 
now  came  to  an  open  rupture  with  the  Republicans, 
and  mutual   dtftrU(f\ion  was  the  order  of  the  day. 
The   lovers   of  monarchy  traverfed  the   ftreets    like 
madmen,  having  got  poflcffion  of  arms  ;  but  in  vain 
did  they   invoke  the  names  of  the  King  and  their 
beloved  St.  Januarius,  for  the  Republican  caufe  was 
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finally  triumphant.  The  Neapolitan  army  was  tcr- 
•  rified  at  the  furious 'behaviour  of  the  Lazzaroni,  and 
unacquainted  with  their  mode  of  fighting;  for  which 
reafon  they  determined  to  throw  themfelves,  as  de- 
ferters,  on  the  generofity  of  the  French.  Cham- 
pionnet  afforded  them  protection,  and  thus  the  army 
cf  Naples  was  reduced  to  nothing/! 

The  royalifl:  party  confidered  General  Mack  in  the 
light  of  a  traitor,  who,  having  been  acquainted  with 
his  imminent  danger,  and  completely  deferted  by  his 
fokliers,  found  there  was  no  time  to  deliberate,  and, 
therefore,  fent  an  officer  before  him  to  crave  protec- 
liion  from  General  Chajn^ionnet.  So  hotly  was  he 
purfued  that  he  reached  the  camp  of  the  French 
Commander  almofl  as  foon  as  the  officer,  and  was 
received  by  him  with  kindnefs  and  affability.  He 
received  a  pafTport,  and  was  efcorted  to  IMilan.  This 
fo  enraged  the  Lazzaroni,  that  they  haflily  colle6fed 
all  their  forces  in  a  body,  and,  like  a  whirlwind, 
poured  their  vengeance  on  the  advanced  polls  of  the 
Republicans  at  Ponte  Rotto,  defeated  the  advanced 
guards,  and  puflied  forward  to  the  very  line  of  the 
French  army,  where  vaft  multitudes  were  put  to  death, 
and  the  refl  took  refuge  in  flight. 

The  fury  of  thefe  wretched  beings  was  for  fome 
time  reftrained  by  the  interpofition  of  the  Prince  of 
MoUiterno,  who  had  the  addrefs  to  be  chofen  their 
general;  but,  when  they  underitood  that  he  wiflied 
to  negotiate  with  the  French,  they  deferted  his 
flandard.  Duke  Delia  Torre,  and  his  brother  Cle- 
ment Filomavino,  became  vi(f^ims  to  their  fury,  be- 
ing firfl  murdered,  and  then  burnt  to  aflies,  although 
they  v.'ere  never  known  to  be  inimical  to  monarchy.  . 
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As  the  Lazzaioni  had  made  an  attack  upon  the  van- 
guard of  the  Republican  army,  Championnet  con- 
iidered  it  as  a  fignai  for  the  attack  of  Naples. 

Two  divifiojis  fucceeded  in  gaining  the  heights 
in  its  vicinity;  two  other  got  poirclhon  of  Caco  di. 
Monte,  that  they  might  be  enable  ^to  correfpoiid,  hy 
lignals,  with  the  fort  of  St.  Elmo,  which  they  iinder- 
flood  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Prince  Molliteino 
and  his  friends.  The  centre  of  the  firft  divifion  was 
planted  between  Capo  di  Chino  and  the  city,  while 
the  vanguard  took  a  pofition  near  the  fiiburbs.  The 
Eafl  of  the  city  was  taken  up  by  the  left  divifion,  and 
had  a  communication  with  the  right,  orNorlh-wcd, 
by  means  of  a  bridge,  under  General  Rufca.  The 
artillery  was  commanded  by  General  £ble,  and  fo 
advautageoufly  pofted  as  to  give  it  the  entire  com- 
mand of  the  city.  Everything  was  now  ready  for 
action,  and  the  foldier  waited  with  impatience  ior 
the  fignai  of  his  commander,  to  pour  upon  the  de- 
voted city  an  inccfiant  frorm  of  Republican  thunder. 
But  Championnet  felt  a  hefitation  in  giving  it,  as  he 
was  anxious  to  fpare  the  eifufion  of  hunian  bk)od, 
could  lie  have  found  any  other  m^ans  of  bringing  to 
his  purpofe  thofe,  who  were  aficmbled  in  the  city,  to 
the  amount  of  60,000,  with  a  reiolution  of  defend- 
ing it  to  the  laft  extremity. 

General  Championnet  intimated  the  humanity  of 
this  intention  by  a  proclamation,  and  fent  it  to  the 
magiftratcs  by  the  chief  of  a  fquadron;  but  as  the  mob 
were  now  the  magillratcs,  the  meficnger  was  received 
by  a  volley  of  mi.fketry ;  the  pommel  of  his  faddle 
was  fliaitered  by  a  ball,  and,  after  attempting  in  vain, 
to  make  them   underftand    the  propolitiong  of  iht 
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general,  a  fecond  volley  compelled  him  to  return. 
As  general  Cnampionnet  fondly  hoped  that  the  ap- 
pearance of  his  army  would  reduce  the  Lazzatoni  to 
fubmiflion,  he  had  purpofcly  deferred  the  aHaiilc  till 
the  enfuing  day  ;  but  their  frequent  failles  durmg  the 
Bight,  and  the  fire  they  kept  up,  convinced  him 
that  they  could  b?  fubdued  by  nothing  but  force. 
Thofe  who  had  got  poireffion  of  St.  Elmo  acquainted 
the  general  in  the  night  time  that  they  only  waited 
his  commands  to  open  a  dreadful  fire  upon  the  city. 
The  two  battalions  on  Capo  di  JMonte,  received  or- 
ders to  mar:h  during  the  filence  of  the  night,  and, 
takirig  the  fliorteft  poffible  route,  form  a  jundion 
with  the  garrifon  of  St.  Elmo,  to  unite  their  colours 
with  thofe  of  the  patriots,  and  immediately  dlfcharge 
upon  the  city  the  whole  of  their  artillery.  This  was 
to  be  the  fignal  for  teneral  Eble  to  roll  his  thunder 
upon  it,  and  the  whole  army  invefting  the  city  were, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  rfifli  impetuoufly  forward,  ancj 
bear  down  every  thing  before  it. 

The  conflift  foon  became  bloody,  and  victory  was 
long  uncertain.  Although  the  fliades  of  night  over- 
took them  the  firiTig  filU  continued,  when  the  Re- 
publican troops  having  formed  into  two  divifions, 
and  being  exhaufled  with  fatigue,  one  of  them  con- 
tinued to  charge  on  the  gallant  cr.£my,  while  the 
other  lay  down  to  obtain  fome  repofe,  amidft  a  dif- 
mal  heap  of  carnage  and  ruins.  At  the  dawn  of 
the  fuccecding  day  the  battle  continued  lo  rage  with 
fury,  snd  it  was  ftill  dubious  who  would  be  the  con- 
■^erors.  To  terminate  the  conflid  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible, general  Championnet  gave  orders  to  force  the 
pafTages  to  the  Caftello  Novo,  and  the  Fort  del  Ca- 
jrjinc,  at  the  pouit  of  the  bayonet.     A  divifion  was 
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ordered  to  I'eize  on  the  palace,  by  penetratiiT;  into 
the  heart  ot  the  citv,  and  another  to  form  a  jimt^ion 
with  the  garrifon  of  St.  Elmo,  aircady  in  polTcffion  of 
part  of  the  city. 

At  this  dreadful  period,  while  all  was  yet  horror 
and  uncertainty,  it  Itruck  the  French  general  that 
he  might  make  a  fuccefsful  attack  on  the  fuperfti- 
tious  ideas  of  thofe  favage  people,  and,  therefore, 
he  publiflied  an  account  of  his  facred  regard  for 
their  great  St.  Januarius  !  This  had  the  defired  ef- 
fe£^ ;  the  converfion  of  Championnet  flew  like  light- 
ning through  the  city,  and  wrought  greater  miracles 
in  his  favour  than  the  thunder  of  his  artillery.  One 
of  their  chiefs  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Repub- 
licans, delivered  an  oration  to  his  terrifTc  foldiers, 
commanded  them  to  flop  their  firing,  and  to  lay 
down  their  arms.  He  was  liftened  to  with  reve- 
rence, and  obeyed  with  alacrity.  This  produced  a 
happy  termination  of  hoftilities,  and  the  horrors  of 
war  were  fucceeded  by  acclamations  of  fanatical 
joy. 

The  Lazzaroni  relinquiflied  their  former  political 
fentinr.ents,  and  became  the  flrenuous  advocates  of 
liberty  and  equality.  They  began  to  plunder  the 
royal  palace,  which  but  a  little  before  they  would 
have  defended  with  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood,  and 
it  required  the  interference  of  their  fuppofed  con- 
vert, General  Championnet,  to  prevent  tiiein  from 
committing  the  mod  ty.trava.:ant  excefTes.  He  took 
poHenion  of  all  the  forts,  left  the  command  of  the 
place  to  General  Dufrefne,  and  encamped  his  army 
on  the  htii^hts  around  the  city  of  Naples.  He  pru- 
dently difarmcd  the  fickle  and  furious  inhabitants,  a 
falutary  meafure,  which  produced  the  grcaiell  order 
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and  tranquillity,  and  prevented  the  public  peace 
from  !)eing  i^iiliii  bed.  The  army»  which  had  wrought 
fuch  miracles  under  its  able  commaider,  was  after- 
wards denominated  "  The  Arrriy  of  Naples."  This 
name  the  General,  in  perfon,  proclaimed  to  his 
troops,  the  intelligence  being  accompaiiied  by  the 
lliouts  of  the  multitude,  and  the  trcmetidous  thunder 
of  cannon.  The  flames  of  Mount  Vefuvius  added 
an  awful  grandeur  to  the  ceremony,  an  eruption  of 
which  had  not  taken  place  for  five  years  before  : 
this  had  hilherto  been  confidered  by  the  fuperfiitious 
inhabitants  as  an  indication  of  the  difpleafure  of  St. 
Januarius,  but  it  was  now  viewed  as  a  token  of  his 
regard. 

„^  The  heads  of  the  clergy,  and  many  of  the  nobles, 
celebrated  the  entry  of  the  French. '  Te  Deum  was 
fung  ;  the  Commander  in  Chief  congratulated  the 
Neapolitans  on  their  being  free ;  the  abolition  cf  mo- 
narchy was  decreed,  the  ftate  declared  a  Republic  j 
and  the  government  was  entrufled  to  the  Neapolitan 
patriots,  under  the  inflruftion  of  the  French  army. 

General  Championnet,  with  all  his  principal  of- 
ficers, were,  unaccountably,  cafliiered  by  the  Direc- 
tory, about  this  time,  as  traitois  ;  and  General  Serru- 
rier,  who  had  fhewn  himfelf  worthy  of  fuch  em- 
ployers, by  having  feized  the  Hale  republic  of  Lucca, 
overturned  its  government,  and  laid  i:  vinder  a  contri- 
bution for  2,ooc,ooooflivres,  received  the  coaimand 
of  the  army  of  Naples. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

Minorca  taken  by  the  EngUfi. — The  Spaniavtis  de- 
feated at  Honduras. — The  Englijh  blockade  Malta.—' 
Di/pojithn  of  the  Hojtile  Jrnrics  at  the  cjieningof  the 
Camjiaign  of  i  799. — Jourdan  defeated  by  the  Archduh 
Charles.—Shameful  Condu^  of  the  DireSoty  tozvards 
General  Jourdan. — Mafftna  occupies ^the  Grifons. — Sur- 
/irifng  March  of  the  French  over  the  Alfs. — They  com- 
JiUtely  Defeat  the  Anflrians. — Laudohn  joins  General 
Bellegarde.,  and  they  Retreat  before  the  Frtuch,  tuho  get 
Pofefion  of  the  Pafes  of  the  Tyrol— General  four  dan 
recalled. — Defeat  of  the  Auflrians  by  Moreau. — Scherer^ 
•who  fucceeded  Jourdan.,  defeated.— The  French  retreat  to 
Pefchiera. — They  are   defeated  near  Verona.,  by  General 

Kray. The  French  fgr.ally  defeated  near    Roverbelloy 

and  forced  to  retreat  to  Brefcia. — The  Aufrians  decline 
continuing  the  Negociation.—The  Three  French  Plejiijio- 
tentiaries  ordered  to  quit  Rajiadt  :  they  are  attacked  by 
Auflrian  Hujfars^  after  leaving  the  Towfij  and  T100  of 
thein  murdered. 

It  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that  whilft  the  French 
were  making  fuch  rapid  progrefs  in  fccuring  the  en- 
tire conqueft  of  Italy,  a  ray  of  wifdom  feemed  to 
have  found  its  way  into  the  cabinet  of  St.  Jan\es's  ; 
and  the  people,  who  had  flittered  Buonaparte,  and 
an  immenfe  armada,  toefcape  unobferved,  now  be- 
gan to  fee  tlie  importance  of  obtaining  a  rendezvous 
for  the  Biitifli  navy  in  the  Mediterranean.  An  ex- 
pedition was  fitted  out,  under  Admiral  Duckworth 
and  General  Stuart,  to  take  Minorca,  an  ifland  be- 
longing  to  Spain,   but  a   port  of  iufmitc   value  to 
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England,  as  well  to  afford  an  oppordinity  of  watch- 
ing the  port  of  Toulon,  as  to  provide  a  commer- 
cial rt'.^o/  whence  a  contraband  trade  in  Brkifli  goods 
woald    be    carried    on    with   the   Southern  French 
and  Spanifh  coafts   to   a   vr.a  amount.     The  Bri  ifli 
landed  without  oppofuion ;  and,  thoi^gh  there  is  little 
reafon  to  doubt  but  they  would  have  fought   with 
their  ufual  valour,  if  they  had  found  anv  enemy  ta 
oppofe,   their  courage  was  not  tried  upon  the  occa- 
fion,  for  the  gentlemanly  Spanifli  Geiieral,  who  go- 
verned the  ifland,   dircfted  no  force  againit  the  in- 
vaders,   but    his  own   doubt,  whether,   in  point  of 
honour,   he  could  confiftently  fitrrender  to  the  Eri- 
tifh  commander,  unlefs  it  were  demonftrated  to  him 
that  he  was  attacked  by  a  fup'erior  force.     The  befl 
demonftration  that  the  Britifli  could  give    was  -Cbc 
thunder  of  their  own  cannon  :  aud.  after  receiving  a 
few  fliot,  the  poltroon  capitulated  without  refillance  I 
The  Spanifli  government  were  not  more  fortunate 
.  in  an  attack  on  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  conducted  by 
the  Governor  of  Yucatan,  for  he  was  totally  defeated 
by  the  Britifh  ;  and  the  Englifli  arms  achieved  ano- 
ther victory,   equally  important,  in   the    capture  of 
Goza,  which  was  followed  by  the  blockade  of  Malta, 
fo  recently  wreathed  among  the  laurels  of  our  enemy. 
Thus  the  miniftry  feemed  confcious  of  the  overfight 
they  had  been  guilty  of  in  leaving   the  enemy    un- 
reftrained  fo  long;  and,  having  permitted  him  once  to 
efcape  them,  they  were  about  to  recover  that  falfc 
flep,  by  taking  care  that  his  fleet  of  tranfports  fliould 
find  no  place  of   ftielter,    and,  confequently,  fhould 
never  return.     This  policy  was  perfectly  in   unifoii 
with  the  intereds  of  England,  but  it  was  particularly 
j.udixioui  at  a  time  when  the  return  of  thofe  forces 


■KAPOtEON    BUONAPARTE.  59 

to  France,  would  have  encouraged  them  for  the  ap- 
proaching war. 

The  winter    of  1 798-9,    was   fo    remarkably   fe- 
verc,   that    the    RiilTiaus   and    Auftrians    were  pre- 
vented from  joining  till   early  in  the   fpring.    The 
Trench  had  reafons  for  procraftination,   equally  ur- 
gent.    By   authority  of  the  Diredory,  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Raftadt,    ilTjed  a  proclamation  relative 
to  the  ftale  of  affairs,  in   which   it  was  aU'^rted  that 
the  government  wiflied  for  peace,  and   would  give 
orders  to  their  armies  to  fall  back  to  their  former 
pofitions,   on    condition    that   his   Imperial  Majefrv 
would  caufe   the  Ruffian  troops  to  evacunte  his  do- 
minions.    This    proclamatioii    was  followed   by   an 
addrefs  from  General  Jourdan,  who  had  crofied  the 
Rhine,  in   which  he   brtatiied   the  very  fame  fenti- 
mcn!s;  and   the  ambafladors  at  Raftadt   wiftifd  the 
Emperor  to  -be  aflured,  that  the  late  movements  of 
the  French  armies  were  not  be  viewed  as  forenun^ers 
of  intended  hoftilities,   but  wholly  occaiicned  by  the 
march  of  the  Ruffians,  already  camplained  of.  With- 
out  concluding  the    negociation,  the    war  was   de- 
cided on  by  both  parties,  and  the  polTcffion  of  Swit- 
zerland  by   the  French    gave  them  fuch  an  advan- 
tage, that  the  government  could  not  faii  determining 
to  a6l  on  the  offenfive.     To  prevent  the  juiKflion  of 
the  Ruffian  and  Auftrian  army  on  the  Adige  it  was 
ncceflary  to  attempt  dillodging  the  latter  from  the 
ftation  which  it  occupied  on  that  river.     The  advan- 
tage rcfulting  from  fu'jccfs  in  iliis  attempt,  was  infe- 
parably  connected   with  viclory  in  an  attack  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  Tyrol;  to  acquire, which,  the  pufTes 
of  the  mountains  muft  be  pofleifed  by  the  Repub- 
licans, and  the  attention  of  the  Aullrians  diverted,  by 
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drawing  the  greater  part  of  tlieir  forces  towards  the 
Danube.     In  covering  this  attack,  the  right  wing  of 
Jourdan's   army   (now  called    the  army  of  the  Da- 
nube) was  to  be  fupporte^i  by  that  of  Switzerland  : 
this  extenfive  plan,  was  the  refult  of  uncommon  ta- 
lents, and  its  different  parts  were  executed  with  in- 
credible difpatch.     To  make   themfelves  mailers  of 
the  Grifonj^,  and  the  valley  of    the  Rhine  v.'as  an  in- 
tereiiing  point,   to  enable  them  to  penetrate  fuccefs- 
fully  into  that  of  the  Inn  :  the  centre  of  the  French 
army  was  to  make  the  chief  effort,  for  which  it  was 
abundantly  (Irong,  and  their  movements  on  the  Rhine 
began  with  their  left,  at  the  greateft   diftance  from 
what  they  intended  to  make  the  theatre  of  war. 
,     The  French  availed  themfelves  of  their  pofitions 
in  Switzerland    that  they    might  fpeedil}'  reach  the 
mountains  of  the  Black  Foreft,  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  and  gain  the  heights  bordering  on  the  Lake 
of  Conftance,  to  give  unity  and  llrength  to   their 
attacks.     The  Archduke,  in  the  mean  tim.e,  palTcd 
the  River  Lech  on  the  5th  of  March,  on   the  right 
fide  of  which  he  had  coUefted  the  greater  part  of  his 
forces.    Hisfirfc  attention  was  turned  to  Ulm,  which 
he  fufficiently  garnfoned  and  ftored'with  provifions, 
as  he  intended  that  it  fliould  flank  the  right  wing  of 
his  armv;  and  having  marched  his  troops,  M'hich  were 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  Danube,  by  the  way  of  Dona- 
werlh,    he   fixed  his  head- quarters  at  Memmingeni 
His  left  wing  was  at  Kempten,  his  centre  at  Mem- 
mingen,   and  his  right  at  Ulm,   by.  which  means  he 
could  aft  on  the  oifcnfive  as  well  as    defenfive,    and 
fupport  the  operations  of  the  left  wir>g  in  the  Vo- 
ralberg,  as  he  continued  to  advance.  General  Stzarray 
commanded  on  the  left  of  the  Danube,  to  keep  a 
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watchful  eye  on  ihe  movements  of  Bernadotte,  and 
Nauendorf  was  chief  of  the  vanguard  of  the  main 
army.  The  total  of  the  Republican  forces  in  Swabia 
and  Switzerland  amounted  to  80,000  men,  while 
thofe  of  Auftria,  from  the  Tyrol  to  the  left  bank  of 
the  Danube,  were  110,000.  The  French  and  Au- 
ftrian  forces  on  the  Rhine  were  nearly  equal, 
amounting  to  about  25,000  each. 

As  the  Republican  commander  in  chief  found 
that  the  Imperial  army  was  inclined  to  keep  a  me- 
dium line  between  the  Lake  of  Conftance  and  the 
Danube,  inftead  of  marching  towards  that  river 
he  availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  thus  aflorded 
him  of  feizing  on  fuch  poliiions  as  would  fecure 
his  communication  with  the  army  of  Switzerland. 
The  two  formidable  armies  of  the  hoftile  powers  oc- 
cupied an  extent  cf  country  from  the  banks  of  the 
Danube  to  the  Adriatic  Giilph.  The  firft  afls  of 
hoilility  took  place  on  the  righc  of  the  two  French 
armies,  which  were  oppofed  to  the  main  body  of 
the  Auftrians  and  the  divifions  fent  to  the  left  under 
the  Archduke's  command.  The  head  quarters  of 
General  Ma^Tena  were  eftablifned  at  Alftatten,  in 
the  Rheinthal,  who  commanded  an  army  of  45,000 
men,  menacing  the  entrance  into  the  country  of  the 
Grifons.  While  Jourdan  drew  his  forces  towards 
the  Lake  of  Conftance,  General  MafTena  proceeded 
to  Sargans,  and  fummoned  Autfenberg  to  evacuate 
the  Grifons;  with  this  fummons  the  Imperial  Ge- 
neral refufed  to  comply,  and,  therefore,  MalTenagave 
orders  to  make  a  vigorous,  but  feigned,  attack  on 
Feldkirch,  in  order  more  efFeftually  to  conceal  his 
operations,  and  thereby  prevent  Hotze  from  prant- 
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ing   the    neceHary   aid   to   General    Auffeaberg    at 
Coire. 

At  the  fame  time  he  fent  a  divifion  to  turn  Coire 
by  the  heights,  and  afiault  the  bridges  on  the  forks 
of  the  Rhine,  above  the  town  of  Reichnaw,  five 
miles  farther  up  the  river  than  Coire.  The  centre 
of  his  array  at  the  fame  time  crofled  the  river,  got 
pofiTelnon  of  Baltzars,  and  thus  cut  off  the  commu- 
nication between  Fekikirch  and  the  Grifons.  After 
a  formidable  oppofition  the  pofts  of  Meyenfeld  and 
ZoUbnick  were  forced  ;  the  fort  of  Lucienfteg  was 
carried  by  alTauIt,  and  the  French  having  forced  their 
way  acrofs  the  river  at  Ragatz,  and  got  pofleffion  of 
the  caftle  of  Holdenftein,  General  AufFenberg  being 
almoft  furrounded,  and  in  a  Ctuation  which  pre- 
cluded any  afiiftance,  furrendered  Coire,  and  his 
whole  divifion  became  prifoners,  to  the  amount  of 
7,000  men.  While  General  Maflena  was  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Grifons  he  made  an  unfuccefsful  at- 
tack upon  Feldkirch,  and  then  fent  a  divifion  of  his 
army  towards  the  fources  of  the  Inn:  the  adverfe 
armies  were  diftant  from  each  other  but  oie  day's 
march ;  both  had  an  eye  on  the  interefling  poft  of 
Feldkirch,  which  the  Archduke  was  anxious  to  re- 
inforce, and  render  fuperior  to  afiault,  and  which 
General  Jourdan  was  ea?er  to  obtain  before  the 
farther  profecution  of  his  march.  The  French  Ge- 
neral was,  uneafy  at  the  fuperior  force  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  the  Archduke,  which^amounted 
to  66,000  men,  and  his  own  to  no  more  than  38,000. 
He  frequently  ordered  General  Bernadolte  to  rein- 
force him  by  effeding  a  junction;  but  as  that  officer 
had  to  contend  with  Stzarray's  array  in  his  front  he 
was  under  the  necelTity  of  difobeying. 
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The  French  attacked  the  entrenchments  of  Feki- 
kirch  with  determined  bravery,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
but  were  driven  back  with  confiderable   lofs.     On_ 
the  14th  they  made   a  firailar   attempt,  but  with  no 
better  fuccefs :  this  led  the  Archduke  to  repofe  the 
utmoft    confidence  in  his  defenfive   line  of    18,000 
men,  which  covered  his  left  wing,  and  confequently 
he  unfiled  forward  his  van-guard  towards  Stockach. 
Jonrdan  wanted   reinforcements;    bvn   as  he  enter- 
tained littl"  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  General  Mafiena 
againft  Feldkirch,  he  fell  back  rtn  Engen,  united  his 
whole  for()e,  called  in  the  detachments  on  the  rear  of 
his  left,  and  feemed  to  wait  the  attack   of  the  A\i- 
ftrian  army  between   Hchen-Twiel  and  Dutlingen  : 
jt  was  at  lafl  impradicaule  to  avoid  a   general  en- 
casement, as  the  contending  armies   obferved   each 
other    fo  near  that  it  was   with  difficulty  their   ad- 
vanced   guards  could  perform   their  refpedive  ma- 
noeuvres.    The  advantages  which  would  refult  from 
the  firft   attack    General  Jourdan  was  unwilling  to 
lofc,  and   the  plan  he  had  formed  for  himfelf  filg- 
gefted  the  conflant  necefTity  of  ailing  on  the  offen- 
five.     His  van-guard   proceeded    to    Pfollendor/  on 
the  18th  of  March,   where   iie  fixed    his  head  quar- 
ters, and  the  left  wing  of  his  army  commanded  by 
General  St.  Cyr,  was  Rationed  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Danube. 

The  Archduke,  on  the  other  hand,  had  his  van- 
guard on  the  heights  of  Sulgau  and  Alhaufen,  his 
head  quarters  being  at  Schaundorf :  the  main  body 
of  his  army  was  in  the  rear,  fomewhat  lefs  than  one 
day's  maich,  the  two  boing  only  feparated  from  the 
Rc|)ublican  army  by  the  fmall  river  of  Ollraoii  and 
a  valley.     In  this  fituaticm,  GeneralJourdan  fent  an 
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officer  to  the  camp  of  the  Auftrian  van-guard,  to 
enquiie  whether  or  not  the  dilpat(.hes  expected  l.y 
the  French  Directory  from  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
arrived;  and,  on  being  informed  that  they  had  not,  r.e 
proclaimed  the  armiftice  at  an  end.  As  was  to  be 
expefted,  this  intimation  was  fucceeded  by  a  fevere 
attack,  during  which  the  van-giiard  of  the  Impe- 
rialifts  was  compelled  to  retreat  beyond  Kloflerbeuren, 
•where  it  received  reinforcements  from  the  main  body 
uf  the  army.  On  the  fubfequent  day  the  Archduke 
returned  the  charge,  with  a  view  to  force  Jourdan  to 
quit  his  pofition  before  Pfoliendorf,  M'hen  he  fuc- 
ceeded in  compelling  him  to  retreat  towards  Engen 
and  Stockach :  it  appears  to  have  been  Jourdan's 
objeft  to  draw  the  Archduke  from  the  Lake  of  Con- 
ftance,  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  plan  he  had 
concerted  with  Maflena,  and  affault  the  entrench- 
ments of  Feldkirch  both  in  front  and  rear.  To  de- 
feat this  intention,  which  the  Aiiftrians  had  antici- 
pated. General  Hotze  left  the  defence  of  the  place 
to  the  officers  umJer  him,  and  marched  on  to  Landau, 
to  check  the  operations  of  Jourdan's  right  wing. 
No  fooner  had  Hotze  marched  from  Feldkirch  than 
Maffena  availed  himfclf  of  the  diverfion  made  by  Ge- 
neral Jourdan  on  the  Danube,  and  attacked  that 
fortrefs  with  redoubled  fury. 

As  the  retrograde  manoeuvres  of  General  Jourdati 
in  the  face  of  the  Archduke  left  to  Maflena  but 
one  favourable  opportunity  prior  to  the  return  of 
General  Hotze,  he  made  a  defperate  attack  upon 
Feldkirch  in  different  points,  with  a  body  of  grena- 
diers, forming  a  junction  with  the  troops  of  Ou- 
dinot.  This  attack  was  conducted  by  Maflena  in 
perfon,  who  was  driven  back  with  confiderable  lofs. 
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and  tluit  fuftained  by  the  enemy  was  not  inferior  to 
his  own.  General  Oudinot  was  obliged  to  recrofs 
the  Rliine,  occupying  the  important  Ilalion  at  Rhei- 
iieek,  at  the  confluence  of  that  river  into  the  Lake 
of  Conflance,  which  induced  Hotze  to  refume  his 
pofition  at  Felikirch.  Fluflied  with  his  late  fuc- 
ctfles,  the  Archduke  continued  to  purfue  Jourdan's 
army,  which  had  iallen  back  to  its  formidable  po- 
fition beyond  Stockach  ;  and  as  he  was  certain  that 
he  could,  if  driven  to  extremities,  fecure  his  retreat; 
by  the  way  of  Schatfhaufen,  he  determined  to  make 
another  attempt  to  draw  the  Archduke  from  the. 
Lake  of  Conftance. 

With  this  view  he  refolved  to  hazard  a  eencralen- 
gagement,  fiace  neither  the  rapidity  bf  his  own 
marches,  the  fuccefs  of  MafTena  in  the  Grifons,  nor 
the  reiterated  afTaults  of  that  general  agalnft  Feld- 
kirch,  had  hitherto  beet>  able  to  produce  their  in- 
tended effects.  At  this  period  he  received  a  con> 
mand  from  the  Dire^ory  to  crofs  the  Rhine,  and 
force  his  way  into  Germany,  to  which  he  replied  on 
the  2d  of  Marcli,  that  the  army  which  he  com- 
manded, did  not  exceed  66,000  men,  including  thofev 
in  Switzerland,  and  on  the  Danube,  while  he  had  to 
contend  with  an  army  of  not  kfs  than  1 1; 0,000,  in 
which  cafe,  he  declared  to  the  ignorant  or  perliuious 
Directory,  that  a  conteft  with  fuch  fuperior  num- 
bers might  make  him  fall  with  glory,  but  it  was 
impollible  to  expeft  reaping  any  laurels.  The  de- 
feat of  General  Jourdan's  army  cxt-ited  great  akirm 
at  i*aris,  and  drew  down  upon  the  Direiftory  the 
juit  execrations  of  the  people,  while  they,  in  their 
turn,  endeavoured  to  throw  the  blame  upon  Jourdan, 
whom  they  repufentcd  as  unqualified  lor  Aich   aa 
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undertaking;  The  hatred  of  the  populace  was,  in 
confequence,'  divided,  one  party  ceufuring  the  Di- 
reClory  for  employing  fuch  a  man,  and  another  ve- 
hemently exclaiming  againft  General  Jourdan  for  his 
fuppofed  prefumption  in  accepting  of  fuch  a  charge. 
But  when  that  gallant  officer  made  public  his  own 
plan  of  the  campaign,  it  remained  no  longer  a  fecret 
on  whom  the  blame  fhould  devolve :  he  propofed 
that  his  army  fhould  be  180,000  ftrong,  that  of  Italy 
140,000,  and  another  of  obfervation,  confiding  of 
40,000  men,  and  80,000  for  the  occafional  fervices 
cf  the  interior,  which  was  a  judicious  diftribiition  of 
the  400,000  men,  for  whom  funds  had  been  voted 
by  the  legiflative  body :  thefe  he  was  promifed, 
but  did  not  receive  more  than  a  third  of  them. 

When  he  took  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Danube  he  could  mufter  no  more  than  47,300  ef- 
fedive  men,  and  his  magazines  were  a  name  without 
meaning.  He  was  to  have  6,000  cavalry,  and  he  was 
put  off  with  800  !  So  numerous  and  melancholy 
were  his  difappointments  that  he  difpatched  an  ad- 
jutant-general to  Paris  with  an  offer  of  his  refigna- 
tion,  and  recer/eJ  a  letter  in  a  fiyle  that  was  tru'y 
ridiculous.  The  Direftory  obferved,  that  fuperior 
numbers  could  never  difmay  an  army  which  had 
Jourdan  for  its  commander,  and,  being  led  on  by  the 
Conqueror  of  Fleurus,  they  would  defy  oppofuion. 
This  was  the  fie  phs  -ultra  of  infult,  and  could  only 
originate  from  ignorance  or  treachery  ;  they  pro- 
mifed everything  and  accompliflied  nothing! 

The  detachments  from  t!;at  divifion  of  the  army 
which  was  commanded  by  Maffena,  fent  towards  the 
mountains  of  the  Grifons,  near  the  fources  of  the 
Inn  and  AdigCj  fucceeded  in  fecuring  this  key  to 
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Germany  and  Italy,  which  was  of  the  laft  importanL-e 
to   the    iniroduclory   operations   of    tne    Republican 
army  in  that  country.    Cafa  Bianca  entered  the  Upper 
Engadin  on  the  13th  of  March,  and,  for  the  Tecurity 
of  his  left  flank,  prior  to  his  penetrating  farther  into 
the  mountains,  caviled  a  divifion  of  his  troops  to  march 
upon  the   town  of  Bormio,  and  engaged  the  troops 
commanded  by  the  Auftrian  general  Laudohn  on  the 
16th,  compelling  him  to  retreat  into  the  VVintfchgau, 
where,  being  aflifted  by  General  Bellegarde,  he  main- 
tained his  ftand.     The  frontier  of  the  Tyrol  had  not, 
as  yet,  been  invaded,  and  General  Laudohn  oppofe d 
the  enemy  in  theMunfterthal  with  5,000  men,  guard- 
ing the  defiles  towards  the  Engadin  and  Valteline, 
and  fecuring  that  paifage  into  the  Valley  of  the  Adige 
denominated   Fenofta.     He  preferved  a  communica- 
tion with  the  ports  of  Nauders  and  Maltinlbruck  by 
the  Valley  of  Malflieide,  or  Malferheid,  where  he 
was  oppofed  to  General  Lecourbe,  who,  meditating 
an  attack  on  the  whole  of  thefe  pofitions,  marched 
upon  Nauders  and  Martinibruck  with  his  divifion, 
and  gave  orders  (o  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Defolles  and  Lifou  to  attack  the  town  of  Munfter. 
In  their  march  to  this  town  the  Republicans  bade 
defiance  to  ditficuUies  which  would  have  arreted  the 
progrefs  of  thofe  who  guide  ftrangcrs  over  the  Gla- 
ciers :  tliey  climbed  the  Wormfcr,   or  Bormiojoch, 
formerly  called  Mount  Jcga,  reputed  one  of  the  higheft 
mountains  of  the  Julian  Alp?,  dividing  the  fources  of 
the  Adda  and  the  Adige,  in  fpite  of  the  eternal  fnows 
and  ice  with  which  it  was  covered  :  they  turned  the 
defiles  of  the  entrenched  Auftrians  by  mere  furprife, 
as  it  was  never  conceived  that  the  Republicans  would 
ever  take  fuch  a  trcm«ndoii$  route.     From  the  fum- 
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mit  of  this  awful  mountain  they  might  be  faid  literaily 
to  roll  down  iuto  the  valley,  which  they  reached  in 
fafety,  and,  having  collefled  his  troops,  General 
Defoiles  furprifed  Glurentz  and  Taufers,  which  Lau- 
dohn  had  ftrongly  entrenched  ;  the  oppofition  was 
defperate  on  the  part  of  the  Auftrians,  but  ihe  va- 
lorous Republicans  Compelled  them  to  furrender. 
General  Lifon  had  penetrated  on  another  fide  and 
flanked  Nauders,  while  Lecourbe  forced  the  pafTage 
of  Mai  tinfbruck ;  all  the  Auftrian  troops,  baggage, 
and  cannon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  Laudohn,  with  a  fmall 
number  of  infantry,  forced  his  way  through  the  chain 
of  the  Republicans  above  Glurentz,  making  a  preci- 
pitate retreat  'nto  the  Valley  of  Venofta:  he  there 
formed  a  junftiou  with  General  Bellegarde  ;  but  their 
joint  forces  were  incapable  of  refilling  the  impctuofity 
of  the  French,  and  they  retreated  to  the  proteftion  of 
Eolzen,  where  they  nii.de  a  demand  for  the  Tyrolean 
militia.  The  vi(51ors  marched  on  to  Schluderns,  and 
got  pofTeffion  of  the  head  of  the  two  great  vallies  in 
she  Tyrol ;  and,  while  in  poflellion  of  thofe  important 
pofts,  they  might  be  faid  to  have  achieved  a  vidory, 
the  mofl  difficult  as  well  as  the  mcll  eiTential  for  the 
future  operations  of  their  armies  on  either  fide  of  the 
Alps. 

At  this  period  the  whole  of  Italy,  from  the  Alps  on 
the  South-weft  to  the  mountains  of  Tyrol  on  the 
North,  and  from  Venice  on  tlie  ;  aft  to  Sicily  on  the 
South-eaft,  was  in  the  hands  of  ihe  French;  but  be- 
fore the  campaign  was  opened  here  tliat  of  the  Da- 
nube was  terminated  by  the  i\  :rtat  of  Jourda^i.  In 
the  opinion  of  many  this  coun.ry  mi^^ht  have  enabled 
the  Dirtttory  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  the  combined 
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powers,  and  carry  the  theatre  of  war  into  the  heart  cf 
Germany.  Piedir.cnt,  Tnfcany,  and  Naples,  had  al- 
ready abandoned  the  abfurd  idea  of  difmembtring 
France,  and  warmly  efpoufed  the  fentiments  of  liberty 
and  equality :  this  might  have  produced  wonderful 
effe<5ts,  under  the  (kill  and  difciphne  of  French  lol- 
diers,  had  they  been  headed  by  a  mail  of  integrity 
and  knowledge.  The  Directory  had,  however,  con- 
ferrea  the  chief  command  of  the  army  of  Italy  upon 
Scherer,  an  ex-minifter  cf  war,  whom  they  had  been 
obliged  Lo  difmifs  from  that  office  in  compliance  with 
the  ientiments  of  the  people. 

The  army  of  Jourdan  was  obliged  to  abandon  all 
idea  of  offenfive  operations,  and,  uniting  with  that  of 
MaOena,  took,  as  the  fcrongefl  line  of  defence  that 
could  poflibly  be  fonned,  the  left  bank  of  the  Rh;:ie, 
from  the  Grifons  towards  the  French  territory  ;  Ge- 
neral Jourdan  was  recalled  and  MaOena  was  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief,  in  this  fituation  of 
affairs  the  Republicans  attempted  to  drive  the  Au- 
ftrians,  now  under  the  command  of  General  Mtlas, 
from  their  pofition  on  the  Lower  Adige,  and  compel 
them  to  fall  back  upon  the  Brenta.  The  Ruflian 
army  had  not  made  its  entrance  into  Italy,  and  the 
French  endeavoured  to  accomplilh  their  objed  before 
this  force  arrived.  Although  Scherer  was  as,  odious 
to  the  foldiers  as  his  conduft  while  war  miniller  had 
been  to  the  Parifians,  the  army  was  animated  by  the 
moft  enthufiaftic  hopes.  The  French  troops  were 
aflcmbltd  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Cifalpine  Republic, 
bciilnd  Pefchiera  and  Mantua,  and  the  Auttrians, 
under  General  Kray,  arranged  along  the  left  fide  of 
the  Adige  behind  Verona  and  Porto  Legnago.  The 
Kepublicam  made  an   attack  on  the  whole  of  the 
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Aiiftrian  line,  which  extended  from  the  Lake  of 
Garda  to  tKe  Adige,  in  a  South-eail:  dire^iion,  on  the 
26th  of  March.  One  divifion  threatened  Porto  Leg- 
rago, 'being  the  flank  of  the  Auftrian  army's  left  wing, 
tvvo  marched  towards  Verona,  and  three  endeavoured 
to  turn  the  polls  of  the  right  of  Ihe  Imperial  line, 
reaching  to  Bardolino  on  the  Eaft  of  Lake  Garda, 
prctefting  the  entrance  of  the  valley  between  Rivoli 
and  La  Chiufa. 

The  intention  of  this  movement  was  to  gain  poffef- 
fion  of  Verona  in  the  rear,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Adige, 
being  at  the  fam.e  time  attacked   in   front,  with  the 
hope  of  compelling  the  Auftrians  to  abandon  it.   This 
was  the  plan  of  General  Moreau,  who  led  on  the 
three  divifions  under  Generals  Delmas,  Serrurier,  and 
Grenier,  and  it  had  the  pood  fortune  to   be  crowned 
with  the   happieft  fiiccefs ;    the   entrenchments  and 
redoubts  were  carried  ;  they  made  thcmfelves  mailers 
of  Rivoli,  croficd  the  Adige,  and,,  after  proceeding  to 
La  Chiufa,  they  cut  the  Auftrian  line,  fome  of  which 
retreated  as  far  as  Peri,  after  fufiaining  very  confide- 
rable  lofs.     Schercr,  with  the  centre  of  the  Republi- 
can army,  attacked  the  outpofts  of  Verona,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  at  the  fame  time  againfi;  St.  Lucia 
and  St.  Macimin,  the  former  of  which-was  carried, 
but  the  latter  flill  continued  in  pofTeffion  of  the  Au- 
ftrians, after  it  had  been  captured  and  recaptured  fe- 
verai  times :  the  Republicans  were  alfo  unfuccefsful 
in  their  aflault  on   Porto    Legnago,  where    one  of 
their  generals  loll  his  life,  and  they  wei'e  obliged  to 
retreat  towards  Mantua. 

The  day  after  thefe  reverfes  General  Scherer  aban- 
doned the  field  of  battle,  after  a  number  of  trifling 
ciforts,  the  divifions  under  the  command  of  General 
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Moreau  being  obliged  to  re-crofs  the  Adige  and  re- 
treat towards  Pefchiera,  as  their  being  cut  oir  would 
othervvife  have  been  unavoidable.     This  retrograde 
Hiovement  was  undertaken,  very  reluftantly,  by  Ge- 
neral Moreau,  whoftrongly,  but  vainly,  remonftrated 
with  Scherer  refpeding  his  keeping  his  pofition  be- 
fore Verona.     Kray  drew  ftrong  detaciiments  to  the 
fupport  of  his  left,  but,  on  difcovering  t.iat  the  greater 
part  of  the-French  forces  were  defTined  to  a&  againft 
his  centre  and  right  wing,  he  fent  them  back  to  Ve- 
rona, not  doubting  but  the  Republicans   would  re- 
new their  affaults  upon  that  quarter.     He  was  fo  far 
difr^ppointed,  as  the  troops  continued  on  the  field  of 
battle,  and  a  mutual  fufpenfion  of  arms  took  place 
about  three  days  afterwards,  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
abling them  to  bury  their  dead.     On  the  fucceeding 
day  the  whole  ports  of  the  Auftrian  army  were  at- 
tacked by  General  Scherer,  who  fucceeded  in  driving 
General  Kaim  from  his  pofition  before  Verona,  threw 
bridges  over  the  Adige,  and  fenl  the  divifion  of  Ge- 
neral Serrurier  to  the  left  fide,  who  drove  the  Auftrian 
rear-guard  half  a  league  beyond  Verona.     As  this 
attack  would  have  reduced  Verona  and  Legnago  to 
an  infulated  fituation,   General  Kray  refolved  to  de- 
feat it,  and  was  completely  fuccefsful :   the  Republi- 
cans loft  7,000  men,  which  determined  Scherer,  on 
the  ift  of  April,  to  draw  off  the  left  wing  of  his  army 
from  the  Lake  of  Garda,  having  firft  ftrongly  gar- 
rifoned  Pefchiera  and  collected  bis  forces  between  the 
Adige  and  the  Tartaro,  a  pofition  not  purely  defcn- 
five,  fince  it  menaced  the  palfage  of  the  Adige  be- 
tween Verona  and- Porto  Legnago,  ana  alfo  protcded 
Mantua.    The  Republican  right  wing  was  encamped 
before  Porto  Legnago,  the  reft  of  the  army  occupying 
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the  camp  of  Magnan,  and  the  general's  head  quarter? 
were  at  Ifola  della  Scab.  In  the  meantime  the  Au- 
ftrian  army  crofTed  the  Adige,  took 'pofleffion  of 
Caftelnova,  mafked  Pefchiera,  and  puflied  on  the  left 
of  the  French  army;  thus  advancing  upon  Mantua 
with  a  rapidity  equal  to  its  retreat  before  Buonaparte 
during  the  former  campaign. 

To  prevent  his  left  flank  being  turned,  Scherer 
rfefolved  to  attack  the  Auftrians  on  the  i;th  of  April, 
in  every  dlrcirtion,  with  three  columns.  The  divifions 
of  Viftorand  Grenier  were  ordered  to  take  St.  Gia- 
comn  below  Veroita,  and  ,the  van-guar.-],  under  ge- 
neral Deimas,  was  directed  to  march  to  Doiro  Buono, 
to  cover  the  attacks  of  the  cencre  columns  under 
Mpreau,  and  Serrurier  was  appointed  to  the  attack  of 
Villa  Franca.  General  Kray,  on  the  contrary,  made 
preparations  to  prevent  Serrurier  from  paffing  the 
Adige,  as  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend  that  this  Vv'as 
his  object,  from  an  intercepted  order,  of  v.'hich  he 
gained  podeffion ;  he,  therefore,  bent  his  march 
againft  the  French  with  a  fimilar  mode  of  attack, 
arid  formed  three  flrong  columns,  under  Mercandin, 
Kaim,  and  Zoph.  A  general  engagement  enfued, 
which  was  fought  with  defperate  valour,  and  lafted  a 
confiderable  time.  Moreau  penetrated  the  centre  of 
the  Auilrians  and  fought  under  the  very  walls  of  Ve- 
rona, every  point  being  obftinately  difpnted.  Villa 
Franca  was  often  taken  and  retaken  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  but  yielded  to  the  valour  of  the  troops  com- 
manded by  Serrurier.  The  left  column  of  the  Au- 
ftrians, und^r  General  Zoph,  afterwards  flanked  and 
defeated  the  right  of  the  Republicans,  which  rendered 
the  conqueil  decifive.  The  night  was  fpent  by  both 
parties  on  the  field  of  battle,  now  covered  with  the 
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bodies  of  the  (lain,  and  next  day  General  Scherer  re- 
treated towards  Roverbello.  The  blockade  of  Pef- 
chiera  was  the  confequence,  and  the  Auftrians  made 
the  beft  life  of  the  advantages  ihey  had  acquired. 

Since  the  French  were  forced  to  abandon  the  idea 
of  a  jun£lion  between  the  armies  of  Italy  and  Swit- 
zerland by  the  way  of  Bormio,  in  the  Grifons,  it  be- 
came an  intcrefting  objecfl  with  the  Auftrians  to  pe- 
netrate into  the  valley  of  the  Oglio,  by  which  move- 
ment thev  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  flank  the 
pofition  of  the  French  army,  and  compel  it  toadopt 
defenfive  meafures  between  the  Ogliu  and  the  Adda, 
to  protedt  the  Milancie:  but  thefe  operations  were 
unavailing  fo  long  as  Gerieral  Scherer  could  a£l  on 
the  Adige  in  an  olfenfive  manner.  Tiie  whole  of  the 
French  ports,  from  Bormio  in  the  Grifons,  to  the 
Lakes  of  Idro  and  Garda,  on  the  8th  of  April,  were 
attacked,  and  forced  to  retreat  to  Brefcia, 

Such  were  the  pofuions  of  the  French  and  Au- 
flrian  armies  in  the  Northern  parts  of  Italy  when  the 
firft  columns  of  the  Ruffian  troops  made  their  ap- 
pearance ;  and  the  farce  of  negociation  being  now 
no  longer  neceOary,  Count -Metternich,  the  Auftrian 
plenipotentiary,  on  the  lame  day,  gave  notice  to  the 
Congrefsthat  the  war  had  broken  out  again,  and  that, 
by  an  imperial  decree,  the  minifter  of  the  Empire 
was  recalled.  The  P'rench  minifters  exclaimed  againfl: 
this  decree,  protefting  that  they  would  repair  to  Straf- 
burg,  and  there  wait  a  renewal  of  the  negotiations, 
and  receive  whatever  overtures  of  peace  raiglit  be 
prefentcd  to  them.  Th'j  Grand  Chancrllor  wrote  to 
Colonel  Biirbaczy,  the  mihrary  commander,  ordering 
afafe  efcorc  for  the  French  plenipotentiaries;  at  a 
VOL.  III.— NO.  xxvii.  c 
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late  hour  ia  the  evening  he  wrote  the  ambafladors, 
that  they  muftquit  the  territory  in  twenty-foqr  hours, 
as  the  circuroftances  of  the  war  forced  him  to  the 
adoption  "f  fuch  a  mearure.  The  perfons  of  am- 
tafTadors  have  ever  been  deemed  facred  Wy  the  moil 
uncultivated  nations,  if  ever  the  principle  be  aban- 
doned all  communication  between  ilate  and  ftate  will 
be  at  an  end,  and  the  world  will  return  to  its  ancient 
barbarifm  :  yet  there  is  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  combined  powers  dilhonourably  deferted  the 
principle  at  this  time,  for  before  the  French  minifters 
quitted  RaOadt  400  hufTars  entered  the  town,  took 
poireffion  of  its  gates,  and  permitted  no  perfon  to  go 
out  or  come  in. 

The  French  pknipotentiaries  got  into  their  car- 
riages Bbout   eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  but  they 
were  denied  a  pafiage  through  the  gates,  and  did  not 
fucceed  in  departing  till  they  fent  a  requifition  to  the 
commandant  of  the  place,  who  dwelt  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  town.     At  laft  they  fucceeded  in  pro- 
curing permiffion,  and  were  efcorted  by  two  hufTars, 
who   afterwards  left  them,   and  returned  to  town  ! 
Before  they  had  gone  five  hundred  paces  from  the 
town  a  troop  of  huHars,  both  cavalry  and  infantry, 
fallicd  forth  upon  them  from  a  wood  near  the  fide  of 
the  road,  and  began  to  execute  the  horrid  orders  of 
their  fuperiors.     The  plenipotentiary,  Jean  Debry, 
v/as  in  the  firfl:  carriage,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
and,  little  fufpefting  to  find  cannibals  in  Germany, 
he  held  out  his  pafTport  to  the  Ruffians  who  fur- 
rounded  his  carriage  ;   but  this  was  not  the  objeft  cf 
their  inquiry  :.  he  was  dragged  out,  and  fell,  covered 
with  thedefperate  gaflies  he  received  from  fabres  on 
different  parts  of  his   body:  fuppofing  him  to  be 
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dead,  they  began   to  plunder  the  carnage,  while  he 
crawled,  unperceived,  into  a  ditch.     The  fecretary 
and   valet-de-chambre  were  in  tlie  fecond  carriage,, 
who  received  no  other  injury  than   a  few  blows,  on. 
informing  them  that  they  were  fervants  ;  their  car- 
riage was  alfa  plundered.     The  ambaflador,  Bonnier, 
rode  by  himfeif,  who  gave  an  affirmative  anfwer  when 
afked  if  he  was  fuch  a  minifter  ;  and  he  was  inftantly 
dragged  out  and  murdered  in  the  mod  inhuman  man- 
ner, his  head,  legs,  and  arms  being  cufotf  1     The  fe- 
cretary,   Rofenfteil,  having   difcovered    the   tragical 
fcenes  acting   before  him,  leaped  out  of  the  chariot 
.  into  a  ditch,  and  efcaped  ;  in   his  carriage  the  mur- 
derers found  a  portmanteau  full  of  papers,  which  they 
fcattered  upon  the  ground,    but   fpeedily  collected 
them  again  with  the  greateft  care.     The  ambaffador 
Roberjot  was  in  the  fifth  carriage,  together  with  his 
wife,   whom  the  monflers  found  it  difficult  to  drag 
out,  as  file  forcibly  clafped  him  in  her  arms;  but,  at 
lafl,  they  cut  his  head  in  two  with  a  fabre. 

The  carriages  with  the  ladies  and  fervants  returned 
to  Raftadt,  and  the  fecretary,  Rofenfteil,  reached  the 
town  about' eleven  o'clock  at  night,  by  a  number  of 
by-v.Mvs.  The  ambaflador,  Jean  Debry,  had  crawled 
into  a  wood,  and  bound  up  his  wounds  in  the  beft 
manner  he  CDuld,  the  coldnefs  of  the  ni^ht  contri- 
buting  to  congeal  his  blood:  he- ventured  to  come 
out,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  and  got,  iniperceivcd,  into 
the  town.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  per- 
petrators of  this  infernal  tranfadlion  were  hired,  fince 
tliey  offered  no  violence  to  any  but  the  ambafRidors. 
The  French  Directory  unecpiivocally  charged  it  on  the 
cabinet  of  Vienna;  but  the  Allies,  with  equal  zeal, 
charged  it  on  the  Directory,  who,  it  is  faid,  were  af- 
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fraid  that  the  ambafTadors  Ihould  return  to  Paris  and 
expofe  the  intrigues  by  which  the  executive  power 
had  prevented  the  peace  from  being  concluded.  Both 
lides  contributed  to  involve  the  matter  in  perplexity, 
for  neither  took  the  neceflary  fteps  to  prove  its  inno- 
cence :  yet  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  was  the 
Allies  who  were  guilty. 


"^ 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Sieyei  ele^ed  a  Diredor^  hijlead  of  Reiubell. — The 
French  flill  retreat  in  Italy ^  and  are  beaten  by  General 
BelUgarde,    and  alfo   on  the  Rhine,   by  General  Naiun- 

dorff. Suivarrozu  forms  a  JunBion  -jcitli  the  Au/irians 

at  Vtrona. — Scherer  rejigns,  and  is  fucceeded  by  Mo' 
reau. — Suzvarro'iu  engages  and d feats  the  French  on  the 
Jdda.'—He  encamjis  at  Cajfano. — The  French  again  de- 
feated, and  General  Serrurier,  and  all  his  Troo/is,  taken. 
—  The  Allies  take  Po/fifion  of  Milan. — Bellegarde  de- 
feated in  the  Loiuer  Engadin. — The  Fecjde  of  the  Grijons 
rife  on  the  French. — MaJJena  attacks  'the  Cantons  of 
Schwitz.^-The  French  evacuate  the  Grijons ^  and  retKcat 
in  all  Direflions. 

jPeRHAPS  there  never  was  a  period  in  which  the 
human  heart  p.-lpirated  fo  fenfibly  in  expeftation  of 
great  events  as  the  prefent.  From  the  hi^heft  pi- 
naclc  of  glory  France  beheld  herfeif  falling  as  ra- 
pidly as  (lie  had  rifen,  and  from  the  abyfs  of  deftruc- 
tion  Aviilfia  v\'as  recovering  her  fame.  The  vic- 
toric-s  aiid  the  talents  of  Buonaparte  fet-med  now  to 
conftiuite  the  only  ftrength  of  the  Republic,  and  the 
idea  ferved  to  depreU  die  French  in  the  fame  d.^rec 
that  it  encouraged  their  enemies.  The  odium  poured 
upon  the  Dire<^ory  became  at  laft  greatly  diminifhed 
by  the  eleftlon  of  the  Abbe  Sieves  into  that  body, 
in  the  room  of  Rewbell,  the  moH;  hattd  of  all  the 
members;  and  the  folly  of  the  French  iiad  reduced 
it  fo  nearly  to  a  level  with  thofe  of  the  Allies,  that 
the  contending  armies  entered  upon  tlie  contefl  upoa 
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more  equal  terms  than  they  had  ever  done  before. 
Generals  Lecourbe  and  DefoUes  abandoned  their 
pofiiions  in  the  Tyrol,  Laiidohn  and  Bellcgarde  col- 
lected forces  in  the  Wintfchgau,  and  both  the  Inn  and 
the  Adige  were  evidently  about  to  change  their  mafters. 

An  offenfive  war  in  this  quarter  could  not  be  car- 
ried on  by  the  French,  fince  Maffena  had  given  up 
his  attacks  on  Feldkirch :  in  confequence  of  this, 
General  Lecourbe,  on  the  25th  of  March,  burnt 
the  bridge  of  Fuftermuntz,  in  the  Grifons,  acrofs  the 
Inn,  and  withdrew  into  the  Lower  Engadin,  a  fitua- 
tion  farther  up  the  river.  General  DefoUes  fell  back 
iipon  Munfter,  entrenching  himfelf  in  the  defiles  that 
enter  the  Tyrol  from  the  Grifons  on  the  Weft,  where 
he  was  attacked  by  Bellegarde,  and  obliged  to  retreat 
to  Zernetz,  having  experienced,  in  the  Lower  En- 
gadin, a  confiderable  lofs.  After  another  fevere  de- 
feat by  the  fame  general,  he  was  forced  to  retreat 
into  the  Upper  Engadin,  a  mouniainous  and  inhof- 
pi table  country. 

Upon  the  Rhine  the  Archduke  menaced  the  left 
of  Maffena's  army,  under  General  Ernou,  who  occu- 
pied the  defiles  of  Kintzg,  which  induced  General 
MafTena  to  retreat  by  the  bridge  of  Kehl,  and  fix 
his  head  quarters  at  Bafil.  He  had  pofleffion  of  the 
Rheinthal,  and  the  ftrong  poft  of  Khiineck  at  the 
■upper  end  of  the  Lake  of  Conftance,  making  en- 
trenchments in  its  vicinity  J  and  he  retained  the  pof- 
feffiorv  of  Schaifhanf.n  till  the  pcfts  on  the  left  fide 
iliould  be  fortified;  Bafil  was  defended  by  a  ftrong 
garrifon.  It  is  not  known,  with  certainty,  whether  a 
fcarcity  of  provifionsin  Swabia  and  Switzerland,  or 
the  infant  ftate  of  the  operations  in  Italy  inflirenccd 
the  Archduke,  yet  he  kept  back  the  Auftrian  army, 


HAPOLEOV    BUONAPARTE,  79 

making  only  a  few  trifling  movements  near  the  Lake 
of  Conftance  and  in  the  Brifgaii,  till  he  in  veiled 
Schafftiaufen  on  the  13th  of  April.  General  Nauen- 
dorf  entered  the  place  fwoid  in  hand;  the  Repub- 
licans rctreatinff  acrofs  the  Rhine  burnt  the  bridf^e 
when  they  left  the  town. 

In  Italy,  as  the  Frencii  found  it  imprafticable  to 
maintain  iheir  pofition  near  Mantua,  they  continued 
to  retreat,  and  crofled  the  Chuifa  at  Afola.  The  Au- 
ilrians  were  enabled  to  blockade  this  place  ;  and  Kle- 
nau,  going  up  the  river  Po  with  his  armed  boats 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  pofts  which  fupplied  the 
garrifon,  at  the  fame  time  cutting  off  the  communi- 
cation between  it  and  Fcrrara.  Thirty-two  boats, 
with  200  pieces  of  artillery,  deftined  to  form  bat- 
teries on  the  banks  of  the  Po,  and  an  equipage  of 
pontoons,  fell  into  the  hands  of  General  Klenau  at 
Lagoofcuro.  The  right  wing  of  the  Aiiftrian  army 
penetrated  beyond  the  Lake  of  Garda;  in  confe- 
quence,  the  fleet  of  arrricd  boats  belonging  to  the 
French  had  been  forced  to  take  flielter  under  the 
cannon  of  Pefchiera,  by  the  armed  boats  of  the  enemy 
from  Riva  ;  and  Pefchiera  was  befiegcd,  being  aban- 
doned to  its  own  refources.  Bellegardc  fent  Genera! 
Vukaflbwich  from  the  Tyrol,  to  elTedl  a  junction 
with  the  right  wing  of  the  Imperial  army,  who  forced 
his  way  into  the  province  of  Brcfcia  ;  but  his  intended 
attack  was  deferred,  on  account  of  reinforcements 
being  fent  to  it  by  Lecourbe  from  the  Vahtline. 

In  the  mean  lime  the  right  wing  of  the  French  army 
retreated  liy  the  Oglio,  and  the  left  beyond  the 
Chiufa.  General  Kray  pafTcd  the  Mincio  with  the  main 
body  of  his  army,  and  was  joined  by  Mrlas,  the  of- 
ficer appointed  to  command  the  army,  but  who  Itft 
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it  in  the  hands  cf  Kray,  till  the  arrival  of  Suwarrow, 
who  reached  Verona  on  the  13th  of  April,  with  the 
van-guard  of  the  Ruffian  army,  and  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  that  of  the  Auftrians,  the  chief  command  of 
which  was  conferred  upon  him.  The  French  army  now 
fell  back  behind  the  Adda,  and  evacuated  Cremona, 
leaving  a  rear  gu^ard  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Adda, 
between  the  forementioned  place,  and  Pizzighitone. 
On  the  17th  of  April,  the  head  quarters  of  the  Re- 
publican army  were  at  Lodl,  memorable  by  the  vic- 
tory of  Buonaparte  in  a  former  campaign.  At  this 
time  General  Scherer,  overwhelmed  with  confufion 
and  difgrace,  followed  the  fate  of  his  patron  Rew- 
bell,  and  abandoned  a  Ifation  to  which  he  fliould 
never  have  been  raifed  :  but  not  before  he  had  ruined 
the  army  of  Italy  in  the  capscity  of  commander  in 
chief,  being  fucceeded  by  that  great  man  General 
Moreau,  when  the  army  was  reduced  to  one  half  of 
its  original  number. 

It  would  have  been  madnefs  in  Moreau  to  con- 
tend with  numbers  fo  prodigioufly  fuperior,  and  his 
only  hope  of  fafetv  depended  on  his,  flight.  The 
Ruffians  and  A.urtrians  had  now  formed  ajun(51ion, 
and  all  the  places  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Cifalpine 
Republic  were  unavoidably  left  to  their  own  re- 
fources,  and  a  wifli  to  cr.piiulate  was  denied  to  Pef- 
chiera.  A  faiiy  made  from  the  garrifon  of  Mantua,, 
had  been  vigoroufly  lepulfed,  while  the  caftle  of  Fer- 
rara  perfevered  in  its  refolution  to  refift,  and  the 
garriibn  of  Brefcia  furrendered  as  prifoners  of  war. 
The  right  of  the  French  army  was_  obliged  to  pafs 
the  Adda,  and  the  Auflrian  advanced  guard  pro^ 
ceeded  within  fight  of  Lodi,  when  the  head  quarters 
of  the  French   were  removed  to  Milan  :  they  were 
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ftrongly  entrenched  on  the  Adda,  and  demoliflied  all 
the  bridges.  As  Moreau  was  prefTed  by  fuperior 
numbers,  who  were  fluflied  with  viif^ory,  he  made 
every  effort  to  procure  reinforcements.  The  Mun- 
flerthal  had  been  evacuated  by  General  DefoUes,  and 
£n  officer  was  detached  from  Mailena's  army  to 
eft'ecl  a  landing  with  the  right  wing  of  General  Mo- 
reau. The  divifion  in  pofTellion  of  Tufcany  was 
ordered  to  fupport  the  left,  and  Moreau  patiently 
■waited  for  fuch  reinforcements  as 'could  be  fpared 
from  the  South  of  France,  by  the  way  of  Piedmont. 

The  Republicans  in  covering  their  right  wing  by 
Mantua  were  incapable  of  re-eftabliihing  their  left, 
or  of  keeping  the  moft  formidable  line  of  defence 
againfl:  troops  nearly  upon  a  par  with  their  own,  and, 
of  confequence,  their  only  advantage  depended  on 
the  chances  of  a  decifive  conflid.  Could  they  have 
confided  in  futficicnt  reinforcements  from  France 
and  Switzerland  to  retain  the  field  of  battle  before 
the  two  Imperial  armies,  it  was  only  at  the  foot  of 
the  Alps  and  Appenines  they  could  fecure  thofe  be- 
nefits of  fmiation  which  would  have  counterafted 
the  effefts  of  fuperior  numbers. 

Moreau  being  forced  to  retreat  towards  the  Mila- 
nefe,  the  fituation  of  General  Macdonald,  at  Na- 
ples, was  thus  rendered  extremely  critica' ;  for,  as 
Mantua  and  Ferrarawerc  blockaded,  the  communi- 
cation uilh  Genoa  was,  of  confequence,  intercepted, 
the  pofls  on  the  Pr,  either  dcferted  or  captured  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  roads  by  the  Duchy  of  Parma  and 
Tufcany,  which  had  bscn  violently  feizcd  by  the 
French,  rendered  extremely  hazardous.  The  Re- 
publican army  was  greatly  rrduced  by  the  fangiiinary 
conflift  oil  the   Adige,  and  farther  dimiuiftied  by 
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throwing  yarrlibns  into  a  number  of  fmall  pofls,  not 
one  of  which  was  qualified  to  impede  the  march  of 
the  Imperial  armies  for  a  li'ngle  day.  As  the  French 
army  continued  lo  dwindle  away,  for  the  reafons  af- 
ligned,  joined  to  the  rapidity  of  its  retreat,  the  Impe- 
rialifts  gained  daily  advantages  from  the  arrival  of 
the  Ruffians,  the  arming  the  Italians,  and  the  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  people. 

Suwarrow,  with  a  very  fuperior  force,  turned  the 
whole  lines  of  the  French  pofts  on  the  right  fide  of 
the  Adda.  Moreau  had  no  expeftaiion  of  being 
able  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  Milanefe,  or  of  ob- 
taing  fuch  reinforcements,  as  would  qualify  him  to 
keep  pofleffion  of  it,  yet  he  was  aware  of  the  danger 
of  quitting  too  foon  the  upper  part  of  Italy  and  the 
Lakes,  vvhich*covered  his  right  wing,  as  in  that  cafe 
he  could  have  received  no  afiiftance  from  Switzer- 
land; while,  oil  the  other  hand,  had  he  delayed  too 
long  approaching  the  coaft  of  Genoa  and  theAppe- 
nines,  he  could  not  have  derived  any  fuccours  from 
Tufcany,  much  lefs  from  the  forces  in  Naples.  The 
Po  was  already  crofled  by  the  Imperial  army,  and 
Pizzighitone,  on  the  Adda,  was  nearly  inverted  by 
Kaim  and  Hohenzollern.  Moreau  entrenched  him- 
felf on  the  Upper  Adda,  w'ith  a  deGgn  to  delude 
the  enemy,  as  if  he  intended  to  engage  the  princi- 
pal part  of  Suwarrow's  troops,  but,  in  faft,  to  render 
his  retreat  to  Alexandria  both  eafy  and  certain. 

Suwarrow  marched  the  allied  army  from  the  Oglio 
lo  the  Adda,  not  underftanding  that  the  divifion 
under  General  Kray,  employed  in  the  fieges  of  Pef- 
chiera  and  Mantua,  and  the  troops  under  Generals 
Kaim  and  Hohenzollern  had  taken  the  route  to 
Pizzighitone  and  Placentia.     When  Suwarrow  ar- 
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rived,  on  the  26th  of  Apiil,  he  divklc-d  l:is  army  into 
three  coliimns,  the  right,  commanded  by  Roienbcrg, 
filed  off  North-wcflward,  towards  the  Lake  of  Como ; 
the  centre,  iinc'er  Ott  and  Zoph,  marched  to  Va- 
prio,  and  the  left  tncamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Caf- 
fnno  ;  two  battalions  of  grenadiers  got  jiofieiTion  of 
Lecco,  while  VukalTowicb,  in  the  mean  tin.e,  bent 
his  march  towards  Erivio,  re- built  the  bridt^e  which 
h.-id  been  deftroyed  by  the  Republicans,  ami  Rationed 
himfelf  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Adda,  having  under 
his  command  two  fquadrons,  four  battalions,  and 
four  pieces  of  cannon  ;  the  centre  divifion  threw 
a  bridge  over  the  Adda  at  Trezzo,  came  upon  the 
French  by  furprifc,  made  them  abandon  their  po- 
fition,  and  continued  the  purfuit  of  them  v.'ithin  a 
ftiort  way  of  Milan. 

General  Moreau,  underftanding  that  VukafTowich 
and  Rofcnberg  had  effected  the  paif^ge  of  the  river, 
iivftantly  perceived  the  neceffity  of  {Irengthening  the 
left  wing  of  his  army  ;  General  Grenicr  was  ac- 
cordingly (lirc<fled  to  march  to  Brivio,  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  troops  of  Serrurier.  which  had  eva- 
cuated Trezzo.  A  deiperatc engagement  enfued  be- 
tween the  French  and  General  Ott :  for  fome  time 
the  viftorywa-;  dubious;  but,  while  General  Viftor 
meditated  the  furrounding  of  the  Imperial  troops  to 
the  right,  or  force  them  into  the  Adda,  the  divifion 
of  General  Zoph  pafTed  the  bridge  at  Trezzo,  and 
turned  the  fcale  in  favour  of  the  Allies.  The  villa^-e 
of  Pozzo  was  captured;  the  French  retired  towards 
Vaprio,  but  were  not  able  to  retain  it  long,  which 
deprived  them  of  the  hope  of  aid  from  (lencral  Ser- 
rurier, he  having  been  fi'parated  from  the  divifions 
attempting  to  arrive  to  his  ailillancc.    The  Auftriun 


$4  THE    LIFE    OF 

and  the  Ruffian  troops  under  Rofenberg  and  Vukaf- 
fovich  furrounded  General  Serrurier,  and  took  hirn 
prifoner,  with  all  his  troops,  after  they  had  defended 
themfelves  with  valour  and  intrepidity.  The  ge- 
neral did  not  yield  the  palm,  till  he  had  fecured  a  re- 
turn to  France  for  all  his  officers,  and  an  exchange  of 
his  foldiers  for  fuch  of  the  allied  army  as  irJglit  be 
made  priibners  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

Melas  marched  direilly  againft  Caffano,  forcing  the 
entrenchments  of  the  Retorco  Canal,  which  hepafled 
in  defiance  of  the  enemy's  fire.  Ke  next  ftormed  the 
head  of  the  bridge  on  the  Adda  w  ith  fuch  alacrity, 
that  hepreferved  it  from  being  deftroyed,  and,  hav- 
ing crolTed  it  with  his  whole  forces,  was  ftationed  at 
Gorginzolo  the  fame  evening,  the  27th  of  April. 
After  fuilafning  a  confiderable  lofs,  the  French  army 
retreated  through  Milan  in  the  night,  which  was  taken 
pofTeffion  of  by  the  allied  army  on  the  enfuing  dav, 
the  advanced  guard,  under  General  Vukaffiovich, 
pulhed  on  to  Como,  and  a  divifion  of  Ruffians 
inarched  through  this  place  the  fame  day.  The  me- 
tropolis of  the  Cifalpine  Republic  was,  by  thefe 
means,  in  poffeffion  of  the  Allied  Powers,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  as  welcome  guefts  to  the  Miianefe  as 
their  quondam  mafters  ;  a  proof  of  the  tyranny  and 
corruption  which  difgraced  the  Direftory  of  France. 

The  perfons  who  had  exercifed  the  government  pf 
the  Cifalpine  Republic,  and  were  flyled  alfo  a  Direc- 
tory, followed  the  French  army  :  the  Archduke  Charles 
continued  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Rhine,  and  had  not 
entered  on  any  hoftile  movements  in  the  beginning  of 
May.  R.einforc^ments  had  been  received  by  Maf- 
fena;  and  the  army  employed  for  the  protection  of 
Switzerland  alone  amounted  to  about  60,000,  exclu- 
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five  of  the  auxiliary  troops  furnifhed  by  that  country. 
The  Archduke  purpofely  evaded  hoftilitles  till  the 
fiiccefs  of  the  Italian  army  lliould  render  it  fafe  for 
him  to  begin  his  attack  on  the  country  of  the  Gri- 
fons,  for  which  undertaking  General  Hotze  was  fe- 
lecled,  and  to  have  the  command  of  20,000  men. 
This  officer  afled  in  concert  with  Bellegarde,  Ra- 
tioned in  the  Upper  Engadin,  who  perfevered  in  af- 
faulting  the  polls  of  General  Lecourbe.  and  whofe 
obJe61:  was  to  eftablifli  a  nearer  communication  with 
Hotze's  left  wing,  to  gain,  by  fiirprife,  fome  paflage 
on  the  high  mountains,  which  divide  the  Inn  from 
the  Langiiard,  and  the  Albula,  flowing  through  the 
valley  of  the  Grifons,  and  emptying  themfelves  into 
the  Rhine  above  and  below  Coire. 

It  is  impoflible  to  give  adefcription  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  this  country,  which  being  combined  with  the 
inclemency  of  the  feafon,  and  the  operations  of  the 
French  army  under  Lecourbe,  rendered  the  attempts 
of  Bellegarde  totally  abortive.  A  joint  attack  on  the 
lit  of  May  met  with  fimilar  fuccefs,  Bellegarde  was 
defeated,  with  great  lofs  in  the  Lower  Engadin,  when 
a  number  of  the  Auflrians  were  made  prifoners,  toge- 
ther with  the  Prince  de  Ligne;  while  Hotze  experi- 
enced a  ferious  repulfe  fromChabrand  atMayenfeld, 
on  the  Rhine,  and  loft  great  numbers  of  his  troops,  the 
regiment  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  being  wholly  cut  off. 

The  firll  endeavour  of  Hotze  to  carry  the  fort  of 
Lucienfteig  by  afTault,  which  may  be  conlidered  as  the 
key  of  the  Grifons,  appears  to  have  originated  from 
the  advice  of  that  people  themftlvts ;  for  10,000  of 
them  appeared  fuddenly  inarms,  furprifingthe  French 
polls  at  Difentis  and  Ilantz  \vith  fiN.h  intrepidity  that 
the  retreat   of  Lecourbe  from  the    Upper  Engadin 

VOL,  III. — NO.  XXVII.  H 


SS  THE    LIFE    OF 

would  have  been  inevitable,  and  the  communication 
by  St.  Golhard  entirely  cut  oflP  had  the  Grifons  and 
the  Auftrians  underftood  each  other;  but  there  is 
great  reafon  to  bcheve,  that  the  friendflup  of  the  Au- 
flrians  for  the  Grifons  was  exadly  like  that  of  the 
French  for  the  Irifh  ;  the  Grifons  fought  the  freedom 
of  their  country^  the  Auftrians  fought  to  take  it  from  the 
French  :  they  were  fo  deficient  of  unity,  of  defign  that 
they  deftroyed  the  exertion*  of  each  other,  like  the 
builders  of  Babel.  About  6,000  peafants  poured 
down  upon  the  bridge  of  Rechenau,  and  made  them- 
felves  matters  ufit,  while  MafTena  made  preparations 
for  ftrengthening  his  left  wing,  as  he  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  divide  the  forces  under  the  Archduke.  He 
threw  reinforcements  intoLucienfteig,  and  difpatched 
Menars  to  reduce  the  Swifs  peafanlry,  who  fucceeded 
in  forcing  them  to  abandon  the  bridge  of  Rechenau, 
continuing  the  purluit  of  them  as  far  as  Difentis; 
here  he  came  up  with  the  principal  body,  routed 
them,  and  killed  2,000. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

MaJJcna  attempts^  in  vain,  to  draio  the  Archduke  Into 
an  Anibiifcade. — Lucienjie'ig  taken  by  the  Aujlrians,  and 
the  French  retreat  acrofs  the  Rhine. — Platis  of  Suivarroio. 
—Embarraffment  of  Moreau. — Pefchiera  and  Pizzig-  • 
hitone,  taken  bj  the  Aufrians. — The  Rufians  defeated  by 
Moreau. —  Suzvarroiv,  nof.vithjianding,  advances  upon 
Turin. — Tortona  hefteged  by  the  Allies. — Vi^ory  gained 
at  Marengo  by  Mot  eau,  who  is,  however,  obliged  to  re- 
tire towards  Genoa. — Turin  taken. ■^Macdonald  retreats 
ftom  tiaples.—- Milan,  Ferrara,  ami  Ravenna,  taken  by 
the  Allies,  who  advance  upon  the  French  in  Switzer- 
land. 

JDURING  thefc  iranfaflions  MafTena  attacked  the 
Swifs  belonging  to  the  fmall  cantons  on  the  Lake  at 
Schwitz,  wnere  he  forced  them  to  lay  down  their 
arms  ;  and  at  Altorf  4.000  men  were  either  difpcrfcd 
or  cut  to  pieces.  General  Soiilt  iollowed  the  remains 
of  this  patriotic  army  to  the  valley  of  Urferen,  to 
prevent  their  gaining  the  pafs  of  St.  Gothard.  As 
the  Vahcline  was  left  expofed  fince  the  paflage  of  the 
Adda,  the  gaining  of  Como,  and  the  eaftern  fuie  of 
the  Lake,  much  more  was  necefTary  to  defend  the 
left  wing  of  the  French  army  in  Switzerland,  than 
the  re-eltabliflimenc  of  its  interior  tommunications. 
General  L'Oiifon,  with  difficulty,  made  good  his  re- 
treat by  the  way  of  Chavienna  into  the  Grifons,  be- 
ing obliged  to  al>andon  part  of  his  artillery,  and,  with, 
the  utmoil  rapidity,  Lecoiirbe  crofled  from  the  Lower 
En«;adin  to   BcUinzone,  thus  enabled  to  pro:e£t  the 
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pafs  of  vSt.  Gothard,  by  fupporting  his  fecond  line, 
and  deftroying  the  communication  between  the  fmall 
cantons  and  the  Swifs  ftalian  baillages.  Lecourbe  took 
a  pofition  at  Bellinzone,  while  the  head  quarters  of 
General 'MafTena  were  removed  from  St.  Gall  to  Zu- 
rich, performing  a  variety  of  manoeuvres  with  his  lett 
wing,  calculaced  to  delude  the  Archduke ;  but  that 
General  feems  to  have  penetrated  the  defigu,  as  he 
adhered  to  his  original  intention  of  gaining  the  Gri- 
fons  before  attempting  any  thing  of  importance  on 
the  Rhine. 

Fully  bent  on  the  execution  of  thi^  plan,  he  fent 
Urong  reinforcements  to  Feldkirch.  A  ner/  mode  o-f 
attack  was  concerted  between  Hotze  and  Bellecarde, 
who  .had  reached  Lentz,  inpurfulng  the  Repub- 
licans during  their  retreat  from  the  Upper  Engadin^ 
where  the  Auftrian  commanders  were  joined  by  a 
vail  number  of  the  Grifons  in  arms.  The  Swifs 
troops,  colle61ed  by  Steiger,  and  forming  a  junt'^ion 
•with  the  Auftrians  under  Hotze,  were  eager  in  their 
applications  to  form  the  van-guard  of  the  column  ta 
aft  againft  Luclenfleig,  now  rendered  remarkably 
ftrong  by  the  P'rench.  This  fort  was  fuuated  in  a 
narrow  defile,  formed  by  awful  rocks,  whofe  fum- 
mits  to  the  Eaftward  embraced  the  fteep  heights  in- 
clofing  the  valley,  half  a  league  in  length. 

While  preparing  for  another  general  attack,  the 
Archduke,  on  the  gih  of  May,  was  informed  of  the 
arrival  at  Gallacia  of  a  large  Ruffian  force,  deftined 
for  the  Rhine.  General  Tolftoy  proceeded  to  the  " 
Archduke  Charles's  head  quarters  at  Stockach,  to 
receive  his  inftruftions  refpefting  the  deflination  of 
his  troops,  which  were  a  part  of  40,000  men  fub- 
fidized  by  Great  Britain,  and  wholly  independent  of 
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the  army  of  Italy-  The  total  amount  of  the  Rufiiaiis 
was  eftimated  at  70,000  men,  who  had  already  ar- 
rived, or  were  on  their  way  to  join  the  armies  of 
Auftria.  On  the  12th,  every  advanced  column  under 
the  Arcndiike's  orders,  began  to  piifh  forward  j  Ge- 
neral Naiiendorf  marching  from  Engen  towards 
Schanffhaufen  on  the  Rhine,  pretending  by  his  ma- 
noeuvres t;)  meditate  the  pafTage  of  the  Rhine,  while 
General  Maflena  was  indefatigable  in  flrengthening 
the  entrenchments  and  fortifications  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bttfle,  and  reinforcing  the  divificn  ftationed  be- 
tween Lorach  and  Rheinfelden,  by  which  means  his 
left  wing  was  powerfully  flrengthened. 

General  Hoize  on  the  14th  of  Muy  carne  to  an  en- 
gagement, and.'fiicceeded  in  making  himfclf  mafter 
of  I  he  key  to  tlie  Grifons,  which  had  held  out  for 
two  months,  and  occafioned,  on  both  fides,  an  im- 
menfe  w.;lfe  of  blood  and  treofure.  Tlie  firft  of  his 
foiir  columns  was  ordered  to  make  a  feigned  attack. 
on  the  North-eait,  at  the  upper  extremity  of  the  de- 
file; the  fecond  was  to  fecure  the  mountains  above 
Mayenfeid  on  the  Weft,  and  to  render  eafy  the  attack 
on  the  fiont,  hv  making  a  defcenl  on  the  rear,  as  the 
(ignal  for  a  ferious  attack.  The  deftinatun  of  the 
third  column  was  to  fret  the  Seevifer  Alps,  orochiers 
Mountains,  on  the  North,  and  North-eaft ;  and  the  laft, 
in  conjunrtioji  with  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  was 
ordered  to  ftorm  tlie  pafTage  on  the  Eaft,  by  the  Sla- 
piner-Joch.  The  front  column  was  headed  by  Hoize 
in  perfon,  and  the  other  three  by  Genr.ral  J.Ha- 
chich  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  twelve  hours  n\arch, 
accompanied  with  exc^elTive  tatigue,  that  the  Aullri- 
ans  arrived  at  the  rear  of  the  Republican  entrcnch- 
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ments,  the  only  point  where  it  was  poffible  for  them 
to  form  a  jun61io!5.  The  rear  of  thefe  entrench- 
ments was  immediately  at-facked  v>y  Jellachich,  Hotze 
forced  the  pafs,  and  having  marched  to,  and  blow  a 
up  the  gate,  ia  defiance  of  the  Republican  fire,  he 
got  poiTeffion  of  the  fort  commanded  by  General 
Humbert:  the  whole  of  the  French  4th  demi-brigade 
were  made  prifoners,  amounting  to  3,000  men. 

Lucienfteig  no  fooner  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  than  the  Frepch  began  their  retreat  acrofs 
the  Rhine,  which  was  condufted  with  good  order, 
although  precipitate.  The  right  wing  retreated  to- 
wards Wallenftadt,  the  centre  by  the  defiles  of  Ve- 
this,  and  (he  left  marched  up  the  Rhine  by  Rechenaii 
and  Difentis :  it  was  now  an  objeft  of  attention  with  Bel- 
legarde  to  attempt  cutting  ofFthe  retreat  of  the  French 
by  the  upper  valley  of  the  Rhine,  by  which  he  mighc 
have  opened  to  himfelf  the  pafles  to  the  imall  cantons, 
and  reached  the  country  of  the  Grifons ;  but  he  found 
it  impra6\icabje  to  attain  the  valley  of  the  Grifons, 
till  the  day  after  the  capture  of  Lucienfteig,  and  the 
evacuation  of  Coire  and  Rechenau  by  the  rear- 
guard of  the  enemy's  left  column,  of  which  places 
he  took  pofieflion  next  day,  the  i6ch  of  May,  and 
made  four  companies  prifoners.  General  Hotze,  in 
the  mean  time,  crofTsd  the  Rhine,  and  marched  on 
to  Wal'eniiadt  by  the  way  of  Sargaus,  which  laft 
place  had  been  burnt  by  the  French.  Beiiegarde 
took  the  route  of  the  Upper  Rhine,  purfuing  that 
column  of  the  Republican  army  which  had  retreated' 
towards  Difentiii;  fo  that  the  whole  country  of  the 
Grifons,  except  the  narrow  valleys  near  the  fmall 
cantons,  might  be  faid  to  have  been  abandoned  by 
the  French  as  early  as  the  17th  of  May ;   the  pofts 
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on  the  other  fide  ot  Switzerland  being  in  the  hands 
of  the  Allies. 

To  concentrate  his  forces  was  no  longer  a  matter 
of  choice  with  General  MafTena,  but  of  neceffity. 
The  Une  employed  for  the  exterior  defence  of  Swit- 
zerland, extending  from  the  Lake  of  Conftance  to 
the  RhcEtian  Al|?s,  and  confifting  of  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  important  ports,  of  about  fixty  leagues,  was 
everywhere  deftroyed.  The  Rheinthal,  Appenzel, 
the  country  of  St.  Gall  and  Turgovia,  notwithftand- 
ing  they  were  the  moft  completely  (heltered,  and 
admirably  flanked,  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  fu- 
perior  forces. 

The  fuccels  attending:  the  movements  of  the  com- 
bined  army  in  Italy  facilitated  the  prbgrefs  of  the 
Archduke  Charles.  The  forces  of  Suwarrow  were 
fo  fuperior  to  thvjfe  with  which  he  had  to  contend 
that  he  found  it  an  ealy  matter  to  detach  different 
corps  from  the  main  body  of  his  army  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  the  vallies  in  fuccefllon,  and  thus  check  the 
Republican  troops  in  the  paflcs  and  defiles  of  Swit- 
zerland, which  were  to  be  confidered  as  held  by  the 
French  under  a  precarious  tenure  on  accoinit  of  that 
fpirit  of  difaffcftion  which  the  people  difcovered: 
this  Ipirit  hiid  been,  in  fome  meafure,  allayed  by  the 
exertions  of  General  Soult,  who  had  reached  St. 
Golhard  to  co-operate  with  Lecourbe  ;  but,  althougK 
it  was  crufhed,  it  was  far  from  extinguiflied. 

As  Suwarrow  had  reached  the  very  lieart  of  Lom- 
bardy  in  lets  time  than  he  could  reafona'ily  have  ex- 
peded,  after;  crofling  the  Adda  and  making  himfclf 
mafter  of  Milan,  he  fent  a  vaft  number  of  his  troops 
on  four  different  expeditions.  He  determined. — Firfl, 
To  profccute  Itill  farther  his  operations  againft  Morcau 
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on  the  Well  and  in  front  of  him,  that  he  might  compel 
the  French  commander  to  haften  his  retreat,  and 
evacuate  Piedmont  and  Genoa  before  he  could  ob- 
tain reinforcements.— Secondly,  To  penetrate  the  val- 
lies  above  the  lakes,  on  the  Norih  and  on  his  right, 
which  would  enable  the  Archduke  more  eafily  to  pafs 
with  his  left  wing  beyond  St.  Gothard. — Thirdly,  In 
a  North-caftern  direftion,  and  behind  him,  on  the 
South-eaft,  General  Kray  laid  fiege  to  Mantua  with 
25,000  men,  while  Ferrara  and  Bologna,  llill  farther 
to  the  South-eaflward,  were  blockaded  by  Klenau  ; 
the  vigorous  defence  of  which  places  was  favour- 
able to  the  retreat  of  the  troops  from  Naples  and 
Rome  towards  Tufcany,  commanded  by  General 
Macdonald. — Fourthly,  Towards  the  South,  and  on 
his  left,  he  ftnt  General  Ott,  with  a  divifion,  to  affift 
Klenau  to  check  the  progrefs  of  General  Macdonald, 
to  gain  the  pafles  of  the  Appenines  on  the  North- 
weif,  or  Upper  Tufcany,  and  cut  off  all  communica- 
tion with  that  country  and  the  Ligurian  Republic  on 
its  North- weft. 

To  fruftrate  this  plan  now  became  the  principal 
objed  of  the  French  commander;  for  if  Genoa  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Allies  Macdonald  would 
have  been  cut  off,  and  the  Englifli  and  Neapolitan 
forces  mighr,  themfelves,  have  annihilated  his  army. 
General  Morcan,  therefore,  began  his  retreat  by  di- 
viding his  army  into  three  columns,  after  he  crofTed 
the  Adda  and  evacuated  Milan;  the  right  took  its 
route  from  Lodi  towards  Piacentia  ;  the  centre  march- 
ed, by  the  way  of  Milan,  towards  Genoa,  upon  Pa- 
via  and  Vogheia,  and  the  left  by  Vigevano  and  No- 
va rra!  while  the  main  body  cf  th6  army  in  the 
South-eaft,  continued  its  retreat  upon  the  Ligurian 
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republic,  General  Moreau  proceeded  South-weftward 
to  Turin,  where  he  made  preparations  for  evacuating 
it.  Unable  to  defend  the  plains  of  Piedmont  with  an 
army  reduced  to  25,000  men,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
retain  Ihe  country  of  Genoa  to  the  Southward,  Mo- 
reau left  Turin  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  changed  his 
head-quarters  to  Alexandria  :  he  retained  Suwarrow 
as  long  as  poffible  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Po  in  order 
to  favour  the  retreat  of  General  Macdonald,  for  the 
accomplifliment  of  vvh*»ch  he  took  his  fxation  under 
I'ortona,  and  made  his  advanced  ports  extend  on  his 
right  toward  tlie  Appenines. 

Suwarrow  reached  Pavia,  and  fent  a  van;niara, 
under  the  command  of  Vukaflbvich,  to  reduce  No- 
varra  and  fuch  other  places  as  the  Republicans  had 
abandoned,  with  inilructions  to  march  up  the  Po  as. 
far  as  Turin,  and  thus  turn  the  attention  of  General 
Moreau  to  his  rear,  by  flanking  his  left  wing.  In  the 
meantime  General  HohtnzoUern  proceeded  towards 
Piacenza,  or  Placentia,  witli  a  part  of  the  left  wing 
of  the  combined  army,  and,  marching  up  the  right 
fide  of  the  Po,  drove  back  the  Republican  vanguard 
beyond  Voghtra.  To  affift  this  movement,  and  gain 
the  palfcs  into  the  territories  of  Genoa  by  the  way 
of  the  Appenines,  Suwarrow  took  a  rtation  at  Bobbio, 
on  the  road  which  leads  from  Piacentia  to  Genoa. 

As  foon  as  Kray  made  himfelf  maflcr  of  Pefchiera 
he  proceeded  to  Borgoforte,  and  coliec'ted  the  whole 
of  his  troops  around  Mantua,  the  garrifon  of  which 
made  frequent  for.ies,  often  terminating  in  ferious 
conflicts.  Latterman  began  the  fiege  of  Milan  on 
the  Sth  of  Mrsy,  the  trenches  before  Pizzhigitone 
having  been  opened  the  fame  day  by  General  Kaim, 
which,  after  an  oblVmatc  rehftance  of  four  days,  was 
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obliged  to  furrender.  This  circumflance  has  been 
attributed  to  the  blowing  up  of  a  powder  magazine, 
which  produced  the  immediate  capitulation  of  the 
garrifon,  amounting  to  600  men.  By  thefe  various 
movements  the  raonitrous  army  of  Suwarrovv  w^as 
very  much  diminiflied  ;  yet,  if  his  knowledge  had 
been  equal  to  the  fkiil  of  Moreau  in  military  ta£lics,  he 
might  not  only  have  fucceeded  in  exterminating  the 
whole  of  the  Republicans  in  Italy,  but  penetrated  into 
the  Southern  frontiers  of  France,  and,  perhaps,  been 
able  to  have  reftored  that  country  to  its  ancient  rulers: 
but  the  fingular  abilities  of  Moreau  rendered  both 
impoffible. 

The  Ruffian  general  endeavoured  to  diflodge  the 
French  commander  from  his  entrenched  camp  be- 
hind the  Po,  between  Valenza  and  Alexandria.  On 
the  9th  of  May  General  Chafteler  attacked  Tortona, 
and  fucceeded  in  blowing  up  the  gates,  in  defiance 
of  the  fire  from  the  caftle,  into  which  the  French 
bad  retreated.  On  the  loth  of  M.iy  the  principal 
part  of  the  combined  army  pafltd  the  Scrivia  and 
encamped  at  Torre  Garafolo  ;  General  Karaczay 
was  fent  with  a  divifion  againft'  Novi,  Serravalle, 
and  Gavi.  General  Moreau's  right  wing  had  Alex- 
andria in  flank  of  it,  his  left  wing  was  covered  by 
'  Valenza,  and  he  had,  in  the  meantime,  thrown  ftrong 
detachments  into  Verrua  and  Cafale.  He  compre- 
hended the  defigns  of  Suwarrow,  who  threatened  his 
right  wing  and  the  communication  it  kept  up  with 
Genoa,  with  no  other  defign  than  to  furprife  a  paflage 
acrofs  the  Po  to  his  left,  and  then  come  to  a  general 
engagement  with  the  Republican  army. 

Hid  Moreau,  in  this  critical  fituation,  loft  a  battle 
it  would  have  been  almoll  irapofTible  for  him  to  effeci 
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a  retreat  on  either  fide  of  the  Appenines.  The  at- 
tack, meditated  by  Suwarrow  on  the  left  wing  of  liis 
army  was  put  in  execution  on  the  i  uh,  by  a  vanguard 
of  the  Aullrian  troops,  who  had  experienced  a  warm 
reception  on  their  CKofling  the  I'o  above  Valtnza  ; 
but  on  the  enfuing  day  hoftiliiies  \<'ore  a  more  fe- 
rious  afpeft,  when  7,000  Ruffians,  under  General 
Schubarf,  crofled  the  river  below  Valenza,  not  far 
from  the  place  where  tke  Po  and  Tanaro  unite  their 
ftreams,  marching  directly  to  Pecctto,  between  Tor- 
tona  and  Alexandria,  with  a  view  to  penetrate  the 
line  of  Moreau's  army.  General  Grenier's  divifion 
fuftained  the  firft  furious  fliock  of  the  Rnffian  troops, 
at  whicii  inftant  iMoreau  attacked  them  in  flank  by 
the  divifion  of  General  Viftor,  and  the  conquell  be- 
came decifive  :  great  numbers  of  the  Ruffians  were 
either  flain  or  periflicd  in  the  Po,  among  whom  was 
their  commander,  General  Schubarf. 

After  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  fecond  endeavour,  Su- 
warrow  determined  to  proceed  to  Turin  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  army,  along  the  left  bank  of  the 
Po,  to  compel  Moreau  to  abandon  his  camp,  and  ei- 
ther retreat  to  the  Ligurian  Re})ublii-  or  fall  back  on 
the  frontiers  of  France  :  to  accomplifli  either  of  thefc 
objefts,  Vukafibvich,  on  the  i6th,  attacked  Cafale 
Vtrrua  and  Ponte  Stiira,  while  General  Melas  re- 
ceived orders  to  pafs  to  the  cppofite  of  the  Po,  and 
take  his  route  towards  Candia.  It  is  not  certain 
whether  Moreau  received  intelligence  of  thefe  ma- 
nceuvres,or  perceived  movements  in  the  Rullian  cnmp 
at  Torre  Garafolo,  where  a  fmall  force  only  fiiould 
iiave  been  retained,  indicative  of  fomcthing  againft 
which  he  was  deterrrwned  to  ,",uard  ;  bvit  during  the 
night  he  threw  a   bridge   acrofs  the  Bormida,  and 
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paffed   it   In   the  morning   with    7,000  men,  com- 
manding the  cavalry  in  ptrfon  :  in  his  firft  attack  he 
broke  the  chain  of  advanced  pofls  of  the  cofTacs  at 
Marengo,  purfuing  tliem   in  their  retreat  as  far  as 
Santo  Jnliano,  and  afterwards  fent,  by  his  left,  a  de- 
/  tachment  to  force  the  advanced  pofls  of  Melas  and 
march   againft  the   camp   of  Toree  Garafolo,  com- 
manded by  General  Lufignan,  whom   he  compelled 
to  abandon  his  pofition,  and  kept  him  for  feme  time 
feparate  from  a  body  of  feven  Ruffian  battalions ; 
however,  the  French  general  was,  at  length,  obliged 
to  rcpafs  the  Bormio  river  to  Alexandria.     This  def- 
perate  effort  was  the  laft  made  by  Moreau  to  retain 
his  pofition.     The  head-quarters  of  Suwarrow  were 
now  at  Lumello,  and  he  determined  to  lofe  no  time 
in  attacking  the  polls  of  the  Republicans  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  Po  above  Valenza.     Cafale  was  attacked 
and   carried   by  Vukaflbvich;  and  Moreau,   findinfr 
hif-ifelf  no  longer  able  to  keep  pofl^effion  of  his  en- 
trenched camp,  was  obliged  to  abandon  Valenza  and 
Alexandria,  having  provided  the  latter  place  with  a 
garrifon,  and  he  made  good  his  retreat  to  Coni  on 
the  22d  of  May,  by  the  way  of  Afti  and  Chieralco. 
To  open  a  communication  with  Genoa  and  that  part 
of  the  coaft,  which  the  armed  peafantry  had  inter- 
rupted, he  fent  a  body  of  troops  on  his  right  to  take 
polTeffion  of  Mondovi  and  Ceva.     No  pofition  could 
have  been  more  advantageoufly  taken  in  his  circum- 
flances,  or  difplayed  greater  knowledge  of  the  mili- 
tary art,  as   by  this  means  he  could  receive  rein- 
forcements from  the  Southern  departments  of  France 
by  the  way  of  Finale,  Oneglia,  and  other  fmall  fea- 
poris  on  the  Mediterranean  coaft.     By  the  combina- 
tion of  fuch  manoeuvres  Moreau  faved  the  remains 
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tyf  Scherer's  army,  and  aiforded  time  for  Macdonald 
t«  arrive  at  the  frontiers  of  the  Ligurian  republic, 
formerly  Genoa,  as  well  as  enabled  Perignon  to  block 
up  the  pafles  on  the  fide  of  the  mountains,  to  increafe 
his  means  of  defence,  and  take  poireffion  of  fuch  ad- 
vanced ports  as  were  calculated  to  facilitate  the  junc- 
tion of  the  armies.     On  the  other  hand,  Suwarrow's 
pofitions  were  not  the  refuk  of  the  fame  p-ofound 
knowledge :  ftationed  on  either  fide  of  the  Po,  be- 
low where  the  Bormida  and  the  Tanaro  form  a  junc- 
tion of  their  ftreams,  he  found   it  impra<^icable  to 
lurround  tiie  French  army  in  the  camp  of  Alexan- 
dria.    On  the  evacuation  of  this  place,  and  v/hich 
he  himfelf  afterwards  occupied,  he  blockaded  the  ci- 
tadel with  the  troops  of  general   SchweikofJ-.y  ;  a  di- 
vifion  under  Seckcndorf  had  taken  the  route  to  Aqui, 
and  the  whole  centre  of  the  combinrid  army,  under 
Melas,   proceeded  to  Candia,  fituatcd    North   of  the 
I'o.     Thefe  marches  againft  Turin,  on  eilher  fide  of 
the  Po,  were  impeded  for  fome  days  by  heavy  rains ; 
and,  on  the  26th,  Melas  effe6led   the  palfage  of  the 
Sefia,  continuing  his  route  to  the  Stura.     The  troops 
under  Karaczay  crofTed  thefe  rivers,  porting  them- 
felves  in  front  of  the  Chaitreui'e.     VukaHovich  pro- 
ceeded along  the  right  fide  of  the  Po,  taking  a  rtation 
on  the  heights  of  the  Capuchins;  and  the  city  of  Tu- 
rin being  thus  inverted,  was  fummoned  to  furrender, 
which  the  French  commander  anfwered  wiih  a  l)rilk 
cannonade,   and   the   bombardment   commenced  on 
the  27th. 

It  was  particularly  unfortunate  for  the  French, 
that,  rtiortly  after  the  firing  began,  a  lioufe  near  the 
gale  of  the  Po  was  fct  on  fire  by  a  bomb,  the  diforder 
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it  occafioned  was  turned  to  the  advantage  of  the  Al- 
lies bv  the  armed  inhabitants,  who  immediately  opened 
the  gate-  The  garrifon,  amounting  to  about  3,000 
men,  fled  into  the  citadel,  the  divifion  of  Kaim  made 
itl^elf  mafter  of  the  town,  Prince  Bagration  took  pof- 
ieffion  of  the  fuburbs,  and  Frolich  and  Zoph  form- 
ed a  camp  of  obfervation  on  the  South- weft  end, 
leading  to  Pignerol.  From  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities  on  the  Adige  till  Suwarrow  came  within 
light  of  the  frontiers  of  France,  no  more  than  ten 
weeks  had  elapfed !  a  circumftance  which  would 
have  covered  him  with  glory,  if  the  grofs  mifmanage- 
ment  of  the  French  government  did  not  operate  as  a 
confiderable  drawback  upon  the  wifdom  of  its  ene- 
mies. Moreaii  had  continued  another  mafterly  retreat 
with  a  handful  of  men,  but  Suwarrow  had  a  confider- 
able army  in  his  rear,  againft  which  he  found  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  watch.  When  the  news  reached  General 
Macdonald  that  the  troops  of  France  Lad  retreated 
from  before  Mantua,  he  inftantly  evacuated  the  king- 
dom of  Naples,  ordering  a.  camp  to  be  formed  at 
Caferta  and  Madaloni,  and  created  a  numerous  na- 
tional guard  of  the  Neapolitans,  who  feemed  ex- 
tremely willing  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  at- 
tacks of  the  combined  powers:  he  provifioned  Fort 
St.  Elmo,  Capua,  and  Gaeta,  asif  the  regular  fiege  of 
thofe  places  had  been  unavoidable.  He  left  the  camp 
of  Caferta  on  the  9th  of  May  and  proceeded  to  Flo- 
rence, by  the  way  of  Rome;  the  firft  divifion,  under 
General  Olivier,  found  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  country 
in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  while  it  traverfed  St.  Germano 
and  Ifola ;  two  villages  were  carried  by  affault,  and  all 
their  mifguided  inhabitants  periflied  in  the  conflift  ! 
Such  of  the  Neapolitans  as  were  democratic  could  not 
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behold  the  retreat  of  the  French  withoirt   difmay, 
and  the  fame  fennments  were   evinced  by  the  Ro- 
mans, for  the  defence  of  whom  Macdonald  leftagar- 
rifon,  with  orders  that  they  fliould  retreat  into  the 
fort  of  St.  Angelo,  if  attacked  b;  '.uperior  numbers. 
The  commanders  of  the  Rapubiican  troops  in  Tui".- 
cany,  Generals  Gauthicr  and  rvllolis,  made   prepara- 
tions for  the  reception  of  the   army  of  Naples,  and 
formed  a  camp  of  obfervation  between  Florence  and 
Bologna,  blocking  up  all  the  pafTes  of  the  Appenines. 
Suwarrovv's  fituation  was  now  fuch  as  would  have 
rendered  it  imprudent  to  advance,  -lince  the  junclion 
of  Moreau  and  MacdonnUi  might  have  enabled  them 
to  have  cut    off  his  retreat,  with  a   vtr/  linall  reinr 
forcement,  from  the  fide  of  Monte  Blanc.     The  ra- 
pidity with  which  Macdonald  marched,  the  boidnefs 
of  the  corps  in  Tufcany,  and  the  movements  of  Ge- 
neral Moreau,  confuired  to  reader  Suwarrow's  retreat 
even  prudent. 

Deeply  fenfible  of  this,  General  Suwarrow  puflied 
on  his  fieges,  by  which  he  v;as  prevented  from  a£ling 
in  the  field  with  the  pr»ncipal.part  of  his  army.  He 
fcnt  Hohenzollern,  with  a  reinforcement  of  fix  bat- 
talions, to  the  Ccge  of  Milan  ;  but  decilive  operalions 
were  prevented,  from  his  being  obliged  to  fend  fuc- 
cours  to  the  Prince  ot  Rohan,  who  was  to  a£t  againfl 
fuperior  forces,  between  the  lakes  of  Como  and  Lu- 
gano, at  the  entrance  into  the  Italian  Bailiwics,  where 
he  found  Lecourbe  more  than  a  match  for  him,  al- 
though he  was  aPiilled  by  fuch  of  ll»e  inhabitants  as 
difcovered  a  fpirit  of  infurreftion.  The  Republicans. 
were  under  the  necedity  of  retreating  from  Lugano 
to  BcUinzonc  i)y  Mount  Cenerc,  and  attempting  to 
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gain  Switzerland  by  the  Leventina  valley,  through 
which  the  Tifino  flows  from  St  Gothard ;  upon 
xA'hich  the  Imperial  forces  were  recalled,  and  the 
trenches  opened,  on  the  2jd  of  May,  againfl  the  ci- 
tadel of  Milan,  the  commander  of  which  figned  a 
capitulation,  and  procured -for  his  troops,  amounting 
to  2,200  men,  a  free  pafTage  and  the  honours  of  war  ; 
but  with  a  provifo,  that  they  llibuld  not  take  up  arms 
againft  the  Allied  Powers  for  the  fpace  of  one  year. 
About  the  fame  time  the  citadel  of  Ferrara  was  forced 
to  capitulate,  and  1,500  men,  of  which  it  confiftcd,  , 
obtained  terms  from  General  Klenau  fimilarto  thofe 
granted  to  Milan.  Ravenna  furrendered  to  the  AUies 
a  few  days  after;  and  Ancona  capitulated  to  the  com- 
bined Heats  of  Turkey  and  Ruflia.  General  Kray 
perfevered  in  the  fiege  of  Mantua,  who,  having  de- 
feated the  condu(f\ors  of  a  brifk  faily,  on  the  19th  of 
May,  received  ordeis  to  withdraw  his  troops,  leaving 
behind  him  only  thofe  he  might  deem  fufficient  to 
carry  on  the  fiege;  and  thefe  were  foon  reinforced  by 
other  divifions,  with  which,  and  thofe  of  Ott  and 
Kohenzoliern,  he  was  to  form  a  new  army,  to  be 
commanded  by  hjmfelf.  His  firft  objeft  was  to  com- 
pel the  French  to  abandon  Bologna,  which  was  de- 
fended with  bravery,  the  Eolognefe  giving  the  French 
a  vigorous  fupport:  to  the  Republicans  that  was  the 
place  of  the  greateft  importance  beyond  the  Appe- 
nines,  as  its  fituation  interfered  the  roads,  and  ob- 
flruftedthe  march  of  the  combined  powers  towards 
Tufcany,  and  prote^ed  the  retreat  of  the  army  of 
Naples. 

Such  was  the  relative  iituation  of  the  armies  of 
Italy  in  the  beginning  of  June.    The  progrefs  of  the 
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Archduke  in  Switzerland  was  equally  interefting  and 
as  much  contefted  ;  and,  if  we  attend  to  the  nature 
of  the  country,  it  was  more  difficult  than  that  of  Su- 
warrow.  Rapidly  purfued  by  Hotze  and  Bcllegarde, 
we  have  feen  the  French  columns  retreat  from  the 
country  of  the  Grifons.  The  corps  which  took  the 
route  of  the  valley  of  the  lower  Rhine,  by  the  way  of 
Ilantz,  under  the  command  of  General  Sutchet,  ar- 
rived at  Urferen  on  the  loth  of  May,  where  General 
Lecourbe  repafled  St.  Gothard,  from  Bcllinzone, 
and  made  a  nearer  approach  to  the  army  of  General 
MafTena. 

At  the  moment  when   the  van-guard   of  general 
Nauendorf  paiTed  the  Rhine  at  SchafFhaufen,  on  the 
22d,  in  conjunftion  with  the  main  body  of  the  Arch- 
duke's army,  Hotze  likewife  effefted  the  pafiage  of 
that  river  with  his  divifion.    The  Rheinthal  was  now- 
evacuated  by    the    Republicans    under   General  de 
Lorge,  and  after  Hotze  had  gained  the  poft  of  Wer- 
demberg,  forced  his  way  into  the  Toggenburg,  by  the 
Thur  river.      V/hile  the  troops  which  had  eroded  at 
Rheineck  were  marching  to  St.  Gall,   the  column 
which  kept  thecourfe  of  the  Thur  attempted  to  reach 
Turgovia  by  a  forced  march.     The  defign  of  Hotze 
was  to  join  the   van-guard  of  General  Nauendorf, 
ported  at  Aldcnfmgen,  to  facilitate  the  pafTage,  and 
eftablifli  the  remaining  part  of  the  armv  ;  as  it  was 
the  wifl)  of  the    Archduke  to  colled  the  whole  of 
his  forces    before   he   hazard>.'d   a    general    engage- 
ment. 

General  MafTena  marched,  on  the  25th  day  of 
May,  againft  the  vnn-guard  of  General  Nauendorf, 
to  prevent   a  junftion,    and    fruftrate   a   mcdhatcd 
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attack,  by  the  allied  army,  on  his  lines,  on  the 
Limmit  river.  Genersl  Nauendorf's  van-guard  was 
already  beyond  the  left  fide  of  theThur;  and  he 
was  alfo  determined  to  oppofe  the  van-guard  of 
General  Hotze,  furprifing  it  between  Fravenfeld  and 
Winterthur  while  profecuting  its  route. 


^ 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

Various  Battles  btt-iveen  the  Archduke  and  MaJJcna. — 
Plan  to  feparate  the  Armies  of  Mcreau,  MaJJeTa,  and 
Macdonali. — General  Macdonald^  unexpe^edly,  attacks 
\nd  beats  fiart  of  the  Allied  Trcojis. — Mcderta  taken  and 
plundered  by  his  TrocJis.-^He  takes  Parma  and  Placen- 
tia.^Suwarroiv  obliged  to  hciien.for  the  Purkcfecf  cfi' 
Jiosing  his  Progrefs.'-'Dreadful  Battle. — Tie  Jun^ion 
of  Moreau  and  Macdonald Jiiitenied. — Shacking  EjfaJ 
of  the  Cam/2aign. 

A  HESE  arrangements,  derr.onftrative  of  an  equal 
degree  of  fkill  and  enterprifeon  both  (ides,  led  to  a  very 
fanguinary  affair,  in  which  the  Republicans  defeated 
the  huflars  that  defended  the  pofls  of  Nauendorf 
and  fucceeded  in  the  re-captUre  of  the  bridge  of  A:i- 
delfingen  over  the  Thur,  but  were,  at  laft,  obliged  to 
abandon  it.  '  The  battle  raged  with  double  fury  on 
the  fide  of  Frauenfeld,  and  different  regiments  were 
furrounded,  both  cavalry  and  infantry,  on  their  way 
from  Conftance  to  Zurich.  As  the  infantry  of  Ihe 
Auftrians  were  much  fatigued,  having  marched 
during  the  whole  of  the  preceding  dny,  their  lofs 
was  confiderable,  and  the  regiment  of  the  Gem-- 
mingen  was  nearly  annihilated. 

The  Prince  of  Rofenberg,  who  commanded  the 
Kinfky  dragoons,  exerted  a!l  his  endeavours  to  iup- 
port  the  infantry,  as  the  ground  they  occupied  was 
extremely  difadvantag-.-ous.  The  battle  continued 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  evening, 
during  which  lime  the  Auftrians  fuff;.rtd  fcverciy ; 
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but,  on  the  arrival  of  n  corps  de  referve,  thejr  were 
finally  viftorious,  and  the  French  were  repulfed.  In 
defiance  of  this  oppofition  the  Archduke  accom- 
pliflied  the  objett  he  had  in  view,  transferring  his 
head  quarters  to  Paradies,  and,  next  day,  retook  the 
whole  of  the  pods  he  had  loft  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
Thun  To  etfeft  a  jundion  he  proceeded  to  Win- 
terthur  on  the  27th  of  May,  and  Hotze,  having  forced 
the  Republicans  back  to  the  mountain  on  the  road  to 
Zurich,  called  the  Stiegpafs,  advanced  to  attack 
theni  in  front. 

Bellegarde  took  every  advantage  of  his  fituation 
on  the  fide  of  the  mountains  ;  having  obtained  rein- 
forcements after  the  capture  of  Mount  St.  Gothard, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fmall  cantons  again  appearing 
in  arms  againft  the  French.  He  got  pofTeffion  of  the 
canton  of  Glaris ;  and  fo  ferious  were  the  apprehen- 
fions  entertained  of  him  at  Lucerne,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Helvetic  government,  deeming  themfelves 
in  danger,  removed  their  fittings  to  Berne  :  he  like- 
wife  fent  a  number  of  troops  to  Schwitz,  but  found 
the  reception  he  met  with  from  General  Lecourbe 
too  warm  for  him  to  withftand,  this  officer  having 
taken  a  very  formidable  pofition  at  Wafen,  the  chief 
lines  of  defence  in  Switzerland,  was  flanked  on  the 
right,  and  the  Auftrians  were  in  pofleflion  of  the 
highefl:  grounds. 

Maflena,  perceiving'  that  the  Archduke  was  re- 
folved  to  prefs  upon  him,  after  uniting  with  Hotze, 
fiationed  himfelf  behind  the  Glatt  on  the  28th  of 
May  ;  but,  being  annoyed  on  his  left  wing,  he  was 
obliged  to  unite  his  forces  in  his  entrenched  camp 
at  Zurich.  The  Archduke,  perceiving  this,  dif- 
pa;ched  a  body  of  troops  againft  the  Glatt,  before 
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Baflendorf  and  Kloten,  and  puflied  forward  tht,  ad- 
vanced guard  under  General  Nauendorf  to  the, 
heights  of  Regcfpurg,  within  fight  of  Baden.  For 
fome  days  after,  a  number  of  (kinniflics  took  place 
between  the  advanced  polls  of  the  hoftile  armies, 
when  Lecourbe  defeated  the  Imperialilb,  and,  after 
an  obftinate  and  bloody  confii(5t,  carried  an  im- 
portant pofl  on  the  2d  of  June,  jetaining  his  po- 
fition  at  Wafen,  fupporting  in  this  manner  the  right 
of  the  new  line  of  defence,  the  camp  of  Zuii:h  be- 
ing fituated  at  its  centre  and  front. 

The  contending  armies  being  thus  fituated  the 
Archduke  pafTed  the  Glatt  on  the  4th  of  June,  mak- 
ing Kloten  his  head  quarters,  and  marching  forward 
his  advanced  ports  within  gun-ftiot  of  the  Repub- 
lican entrenchments,  threatening  the  right  wing  "of 
the  French  army,  and  in  complete  pofleffion  of  all 
the  heights.  Having  reconnoitred  the  (ituation  of 
the  French,  rendered  formidable  both  by  nature 
and  art,  the  Archduke  made  an  attack  on  the  Vil- 
lages in  the  weakeft  parts  of  the  Republican  line, 
which  were  defended  with  determined  bravery,  and 
alternately  in  pofleffion  of  the  Aullrians  and  French. 
Prince  Charles  next  day  attacked  the  enemy's  en- 
trenchments with  his  entire  force,  which  they  obfti- 
naiely  defended  during  fourteen  hours  :  the  auack 
was  againft  the  wliole  line  at  once,  and  few  a(5\ibns 
were  ever  more  defj)erately  fought  or  occafioned 
greater  carnage.  Hotze,  VVallis,  Kerpen  anu  HiUer, 
all  generals,  were  wovinded  on  the  fide  of  Auilrin, 
as  was  Humbert  and  Oudinot  on  the  fide  of  the  Re- 
publicans, and  Clierin,  chief  of  the  French  fiaff,  was 
killed.  The  Archduke  had  commanded  a  fecond  at- 
tack to  be  made  upon  it,  but  Maflena  abandoned  Zu- 
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rich  during  the  night,  and  took  a  pofition  on  Mount 
Albis,  his  left  wing  having  the  Rhine  in  flank  and  his 
right  the  Lake  of  Zug :  after  this  Prince  Charles 
fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Zurich.     , 

The  plan  of  the  Archduke  and  Suwarrow  was,  to 
cutolfthe  communicarion  between  the  two  French 
armies  of  Italy  and  SA'ifzerland,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  they  defigned  to  feparate  thole  of  Moreau  and 
Macdonald,  and  open  a  communication  between  the 
Imperial  armies  in  the  fpeediell  manner,  after  making 
a  conquelt  of  Piedmont,  the  Milanefe  country,  and 
the  Northern  parts  of  Italy.  With  zeal  and  perfe- 
verance  they  both  detached  troops,  the  one  from  his 
right  wing  ia  Italy,  and  the  other  from  his  left  in 
Switzerland,  to  affifl  Bellegarde  in  the  repeated  at- 
tacks he  made  upon  the  French,  in  order  to  drive 
them  frL,m  the  Rhcetian  Alps  to  St;.  Gothard,  an  un- 
dertaking extremely  difficult,  from  the  determined 
oppofition  he  met  with  from  the  Republican  general?, 
Xecourbe,  De  Solles,  and  Loifon. 

About  this  period  Moreau  found  himfelf  too  feeble 
to  maintain  a  defenfive  line  between  St.  Gothard  and 
the  fea,  to  meet  all  the  attacks  made  againll  him,  and, 
confequently,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  this  fup- 
port  to  his  left  wing,  as  well  as  his  communication 
with  MaiTena:  after  obtaining  from  Switzerland  the 
reinforcements  which  it  was  poffible  to  expert  from 
a  commander  in  MafTena's  fituation,  be  fell  back  to 
cover  the  Ligurian  republic,  and  to  preferve  the  bar- 
rier of  the  Appenines,  in  order  to  furnifn  Macdonald 
with  the  means  of  retreating.  General  Suwarrow 
taking  poffeffion,  with  his  main  army,  of  the  interval 
which  Moreau  was  compelled  to  relinquilli,  kept  up 
a  conftant  war  of  pofts  in  the  patles  of  Switzerland, 
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and  refolved  on  the  fubjugation  of  Piedmont  by  the 
entire  capture  of  Turin.  Moreau's  wiflies  were  gra- 
tified by  thefe  moveniGnts,  a  circiunliance  which  the 
Riilfun  (jeneral  did  not  comprehend.  Such  a  want 
of  knowledge  did  Suwarrow  dilcover  in  manoeuvring 
his  army,  that  he  found  it  impraAicable  either  to 
furround  Moreau,  to  force  him  to  abandon  the  Ap- 
pcnines,  or  colleft  forces  capable  of  ading  on  the 
offenfive  in  U[)per  Tufcany,  as  the  French  were  re- 
ceiving continual  reinforcements  from  the  van- 
guard of  Macdonald. 

•Situated  as  he  was,  the  camp  of  Moreau  at  Coni 
was  slmoft  fifty  leagues  from  the  advanced  polls  of 
Macdon.ild  on  the  frontiers  of  Tufcany,  while  he 
drew  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  frontiers  of  France, 
to  facilitate  the  arrival  of  the  trifling  reinforcements 
he  expected  by  the  Col-de-Tende.  He  fent  a 
divifion  from  this  place,  under  General  Viftor,  to 
join  the  army  of  Naples  by  the  Ligurian  republic, 
to  enable  Macdonald  to  adopt  oftenfive  mcafures, 
and  reach  the  country  of  Liguria  bv  opening  the 
partes  of  the  frontiers.  The  Republicans  recaptured 
Mondovi,  and  blockaded  Ceva;  but  General  Vu- 
kalTovich  refcued  thefe  two  places,  being  at  that 
time  mafter  of  Carmagnole  and  Alba,  as  alfo  of 
Cherafco.  By  the  manoeuvres  of  Moreau  at  Coni 
he  diverted  the  attention  of  the  allied  army  us  much 
as  polhble,  and  drew  off  the  principal  part  of  its 
forces. 

When  Suwarrow  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Turin 
he  marched  the  greater  part  of  his  army  in  divjfions 
into  the  vallles  of  Sufa,  Morienne,  Aoufla,  and  Lu- 
cerne, where  t^w  Vaudois  appeared  in  arms  in  fa- 
vour of   the   Republicans,    threatening  to   force  a 
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padage  acrofs  the  Alps,  and  turn  the  lafl  line  of  de- 
fence in  Switzerland  by  the  department  of  Mount 
Blanc,  The  litiiation  of  Moreau's  army  on  the  flanks 
of  Snwarrow's,  and  a  Republican  army  in  his  rear, 
made  it  impoiTible  for  him  to  make  any  farther  ad- 
^vances  :  he  expefted  that  he  would  be  able  to  keep 
Moreau  in  front  of  him,  by  which  he  concluded  thit 
he  would  more  eafily  prevent  the  junfl:ion  of  the 
two  armies  than  by  giving  up  the  purfuit.  In  this 
he  was  miftaken,and  it  was  here  that  the  Allies  com- 
mitted the  mod  fatal  error  of  the  campaign,  for  they 
would  have  fucvecded  ranch  better  in  their  objefl 
had  Suwarrow  taken  a  pofition  on  the  heights  of 
Genoa,  and  diiven  Moreau  into  that  fortrels. 

Suwarrow  having  difpofed  of  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  as  formerly  mentioned,  marched  in  perfon  to 
attack  General  Moreau,  who,  having  left  a  fi:rong 
warrifon  at  Co'^',  retreated  to  Col-de-Tende  on  the 
7th  of  June  '"bc'divifion  of  Xantrailles  was  ap- 
pointed b^  .^(Tena  for  the  purpofe  of  reinforcing 
the  left  v'  'of  General  Moreau's  army;  having  re- 
duced I'urgents  to  fubmiffion,  Maffena  polled 
himfel.  ..  the  "Upper  Vallais,  but  he  conceived  it 
danger  nis  to  ri(k  a  delcent  into  Italy.  The  block- 
ades of  Tortona,  Alexandria,  and  the  citadel  of 
Turin,  were,  in  the  meantime,  carried  on  with  the 
mofl  determined  vigour  and  perfeverance. 

The  Archduke  having  gained  pofleffion  of  St. 
Gothard,  and  apprehending  no  danger  to  his  left 
wing,  fent  General  Bellegardjp,  with  the  principal 
part  of  his  divifion,  to  reinforce  the  army  of  Italy ; 
the  remainder,  under  the  orders  of  General  Had- 
dick,  were  {Rationed  at  Domo  d'OiTola,  either  to 
march  into  Switzerland,  or  aaift  the  army  of  Italy, 
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as  circum fiances  might  require.  Bellegarde,  at  the 
head  of  eighteen  battalions,  and  3,500  horfe,  took 
the  route  to  Tortona,  and  marched  through  IVIilan 
on  the  6th  of  June.  The  forces  of  General  Mac- 
donald  might  amount  to  40,000  men,  who  was  at 
this  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Florence,  as  we 
formerly  mfntioned,  including  the  reinforcements 
i;nder  General  Victor:  it  could  not  pofllbly  exceed 
this  number,  when  we  confider  that  he  left  garrifons 
at  Fort  St.  Elmo,  Capua,  Gaeta,  Rome,  Civita-Vec- 
chi.i,  Ancona,  and  different  other  places,  in  order  to 
cover  his  retreat. 

As  foon  as  Macdonald  arrived  in  Tufcany,  h'n  firfl. 
care  w.as  to  rid  all  the  palfes  of  the  Appenines,  The 
important  one  of  Pontremoli  was  in  the  hands  of 
General  Ott,  which  place  is  on  the  extreme  frontier 
of  Tufcany  with  the  Ligurian  republic.  Kray  was 
Rationed  at  Cafiellaro,  from  whence  he  fuperintcndeJ 
the  fiege  of  Mantua,  and  was  extremely  aftive  in  the 
reduction  c{  Bologna,  where  the  Republicans  had 
fucceeded  fo  completely  in  covering  the  retreat  otthe 
army  of  Naples.  The  Aullrians  took  Forli  and 
Cervia,  and  furprifed  the  French  at  Fort  Lugo,  be- 
tween Ravena  and  Bologna,  having  gained  pofTefTion 
of  Cefena  and  Rimini,  whilfl  carrying  on  the  block- 
ade of  Fort  Urbino:  but  notwitiiflanilinff  the  rein- 
torcements  of  General  Kray,  the  divifions  of  Ott 
and  Hohenzollern  were  dill  too  feeble  to  make  their 
entrance  into  Tufcany,  and  commence  ofFcnfive  ope- 
rations. 

It  was  the  firfl  object  of  General  Macdona'd  to 
ftrcngthen  his  right  wing  under  the  command  of  Mon- 
trichard,  who,  having  detached  the    brigade  of  Gc- 
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neral  Clauzel  to  occupy  Bologna,  engaged  and  re- 
pulfed  Klenau,  and  fucceeded  in  raifiiig  the  fiege  of 
Fort  Uibino.  The  legion  of  Poland,  under  Dom- 
browfky,  in  the  fervlce  of  France,  was  difpatched 
a^ainft  Sarzana  and  Pontremoli,  and  ordered  to  re- 
capture this  lafl:  place  from  the  Imperialifis  at  any 
price.  Macdonald,  being  joined  by  General  Rufca's 
divifion,  which  he  had  left  at  Florence,  fixed  his 
head-quarters  at  Lucca,  and  found  it  afterwards  an 
eafy  matter  to  communicate  with  Genoa,  make  him- 
felf  acouainted  with  the  pofitionsand  ftrength  of  the 
allied  armies,  and  concert  a  plan  of  fubfequent  opera- 
tions with  General  Moreau  :  he  was  in  a  more  fa- 
vourable fituation  than  his  hopes  prefaged,  and  ex- 
petSted  to  aft  offenfively  even  beyond  the  Appenines, 
and  open  fach  a  fcene  of  operations  as  would  at 
once  be  new  and  wholly  unexpefted.  ^ 

,  General  Moreau  at  firft  took  a  pofition  at  the  Col- 
de-Tende,  with  an  army  reduced  to  15,000  men, 
after  lofing  the  detachment  of  General  Viftor,  who 
had  been  fent  to  reinforce  Macdonald,  but  he  re- 
cei%'ed  an  addition  to  his  force  b)  the  way  of  Nice, 
which  he  fent  on  to  Genoa  by  Oneglia,  and  entered 
theLigurian  republic,  his  left  flank  being  covered  by 
the  Appenine  Mountains,  the  whole  pafles  of  which 
were  in  his  polTeffion.  He  wifhed  in  all  his  move- 
ments to  deceive  the  enemy,  by  inducing  them  to 
infer  that  his  objedl  was  to  coUeft  reinforcements 
from  every  quarter.  A  report,  made  by  General 
Melas,  who  was  appointed  to  watch  his  manoeuvres, 
is  a  convincing  proof  that  the  AMies  believed  he  had 
no  other  intention :  he  employed  his  penetrating 
judgment  in  augmenting  his  forces  to  appearance  far 
beyond  their  real  number,  and  wifhed  to  draw  upon 
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him  the  attention  of  Suwarrow.     He  fpread  a  falfe 
report  of  having  received  i  5,000  additional  troops  by 
the  way  of  Toulon;  this  fabrication  was  rapidly  cir- 
culated, and  the  public  prints  were  full  of  circnm- 
ftances  refpec^ing  it  which  had  never  any  exiftence. 
Before    its    forgery    was    detected     General   Morcau 
reached  Genoa,   at  the  head  of  i8,oco  men,  r.nd  re- 
inforced himfelf  with  the  whole  of  the  French  and 
Ligurian   troops  under    General  Perignan :    he  alfo 
animated  with  courage  the   Republican  party,  by  a 
manifeilo,   and    prepared  to   fecond  the  movements 
which  had  been  agreed  upon  between  him  and   Ge- 
neral  Macdonald  :  their  plan  was  daring  and  com- 
plic-ftted,  comprehending  the  raifmg  of  the  fiege  of 
Mantua,   compelling  General   Kray  to  fall  back  011 
the  Adige,    freeing  the  citadels  of  Alexandria  and 
Tcrtona,    uniting    the    two    armies,    and   marching 
ai;ainft  Suwarrow   v>'ith   a  fu[)erior  force.     Macdo- 
nald, with  the   main  body  of  hia  army,  quitted  the 
ca.-ipof  St.  Peilegrino  on  the  8th  of  June,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Modena.     Dombrowlky  and  Viflor,  whofe 
divifions  formed  the  left  wing,  marched,  the  one  from 
Snpello,  or  Pelago,  and  the  other  took  the  route  to 
Reggio  from   Pontremoli.     The  troops  commanded 
by   Rufca  and   Moiitrichard,  being  the  right  wing, 
marched  to  Callelfranco  from  Bologna,   having  re- 
ceived inftruftions  to  turn  Modena,  and  to  etfe£t  the 
pafTage  of  the  Panara  between  that  city  and  the  Po. 
The  vanguard  of  rhe  centre  divifion,  commanded  by 
General  Olivier,  came  up  with  the  firft  pods  of  Ho- 
henzoUern  on  the   10th  of  June,  making  it  fall  back 
williin  two  miles  of  Mcxiena,  and  the  next  day  a  battle 
enfvied  between  the  cavalry  of  the  hoftile  armies;  the 
Auftrians  were,  ut  hrfl,  routed,  but  were,  at  length, 
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affifted  by  the  regiment  of  Preifs,  which  charged  the 
Republicans  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  and  repulfed 

them. 

General  Macdonald,  on  the  lath,  made  another 
attack,  which   was  of  a  very  fanguinary  nature,  as 
cavalry  and  infantry  were  blended   together  in  one 
common  rain:  the  commander  in  chief  was  wounded 
and  General  Foreft  killed  on  the  fpot,  when  th^  Au- 
ftrians  were  obliged  to  give  up  Modena,  which  was 
taken  and  pijundered.     The  French  being  mailers  of 
the  polls  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Secchia,  Hohenzollern 
was,  in  confequence,  cut  oiT  from  Rcggio  :  the  regi- 
ment of  Preifs,  which   formed  the  rear  guard,  was 
nearly   annihilated,  although  it  had  been  frequently 
furrounded,  and    often  forced  its  way  through  the 
French  troops.     Kray  having  brought  off  the  artil- 
lery with  which  he  carried  on  the  fiege  of  Mantua, 
^emolifheu  the  bridge  of  Cafale  Maggiore,  and  every 
other  bridge  on  the   Po,  taking   a  llation  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  river,  with   10,000  men,  and  feme  thou- 
fand«  of  armed  peafantiy,  to  prevent  the  paffing  of 
the  river  and  protect  the  fiege  of  Mantua.    It  cannot 
be  certainly  known  what  prevented  General  Macdo- 
nald from  executing  the  plan  afcribed  to  him  as  its 
author,    of  railing  the  fiege  of  Mantua;   whether  it 
was  owinp  to  the  uncommon   fwell  in  the  river  Po, 
or  whether  he  had  already  done  all  he  intended,  by 
forcing  the  enemy  to  crofs  it,   he  maiched  againft 
Reggio  with  his  whole  army,  entering  Parma  on  the 
14th  and  Placentia  on  the  enfuing  day,  where  he  af- 
fembled   his  army  on  the   i6th,  and  commenced  his 
attack  on  the  citadel. 

Macdonald's  vanguard  obliged  General  Ott  to  re- 
treat, at  the  head  of  ho  more  than  8jOoo  men,  but  in 
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e>rpe<E^atioB  of  receiving  reinforcements  fronv  Gene' 
ra!  Mclas;  this  officer  having  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  intentions  of  Rlrieau  marched  agaiiift  Alex- 
andria on  the  loth  of  June,  at  which  time  Bellegarde 
alfo  appeared,  with  the  diviHon  under  his  command. 
General  Snwarrow  was  prefling  the  fiege  of  the  ci- 
tadel of  Turin  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  when  he 
received  information  from  General  Kray,  of  thefiic- 
ceiTes  which  had  attended  the  march  of  IVIacdonald  ; 
and  this  determined  him  to  leave  Kaim  to  carry  on 
the  blorkade,  and  march  forward  in  perfon  with  all 
the  forces  he  could  colIe<^.  VukafTovich,  at  the  head 
of  a  vanguard,  was  ordered  to  annoy  the  rear  of 
General  Moreau's  army,  and  fend  a  corps  to  Orm.ea, 
on  the  road  leading  from  Ceva  to  Oneglia.  It  may  be 
affirmed  ihatalmolt  the  whole  of  the  combined  forces 
were  now  coUefttd  between.  Tortona  and  Placeniia, 
and  nearly  in  the  fame  pofition  they  occupied  about 
fixwee.ks  prior  to  this  period,  oflenfibly  for  the  ac- 
compliiliment  of  the  fame  objefr,  to  hinder  the  junc- 
tion of  Macdonald's  army  with  that  of  Moreau.  Ijp 
fuch  was  the  intention  of  the  Allies,  it  rnuft  be  con- 
fefled  that  time  to  them  was  uncommonly  preciouf,-. 
fince  it  is  more  than  probable  that  a  flngle  hour 
would  have  turned  the  fcale  in  favour  of  the  Repub- 
cans. 

General  Macdonald  formed  a  junction  with  Vic- 
tor on  the  27th  of  June,  and  fct  out  from  PlaCentia 
towards  St.  Giovanni,  twelve  milts  Weft  of  the  fo;-- 
mtr,  and  five  Weft  of  the  river  Tidone,  behind 
which  General  Ott  retreated,  to  whofe  affiftance  Me— 
las  came  up  with  his  vanguard  at  the  commencement, 
of  ihc  adion.     General  Micdonald  ufed  every  ctforc 
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to  draw  off  the  left  wing  of  the  Imperial  army  by  the 
operations  of  his  right,  and  thus  gain  the  road  to 
Pavia  on  the  Po,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  fur- 
round  the  centre  of  General  Melas,  who  had  affumed 
the  command,  and  cut  off  the  communication  with 
the  forces  in  his  rear.  The  Auflrians  repulfed  this 
firft  attack,  and  Ott  and  Frolich  maintained  their  po- 
litions  till  Suwarrow  made  his  appearance  with  a  very 
ftrong  advanced  guard  of  Ruffian  troops :  the  battle 
became  general,  and  raged  till  night  with  inexpreflible 
fury,  when  the  Republicans  retired  to  their  ftations 
between  the  Tidoneand  Trebia  rivers. 

On  the  1 8th  General  Suwarrow  collefted  all  his 
forces  and  made  preparations  for  a  decifive  engage- 
ment ;  fimilar  preparations  were  made  on  the  part  of 
General  Macdonald,  who  arranged  his  army  in  order 
of  battle  on  the  left,  or  Weft  fide,  of  the  Trebia. 
The  Allied  Arniy  confided  of  four  different  columns; 
theJeft,  on  the  fide  ofthePo,  being  ordered  to  march 
to  Ponte-di-Mora,  by  the  way  of  Caledano;  the  fe- 
cond  took  the  road  on  the  right,  or  South,  ofPlacen- 
tia,  and  the  third  marched  towards  Vaccari  (thefe  co- 
lumns confifted  wholly  of  Ruffian  troops;)  the  fourth 
was  defiined  to  aft  againft  Rippalta  and  San  Geor- 
gio,  to  turn  the  left  wing  of  the  French  army,  and 
confifted  of  the  divifions  of  Ott  and  Frolich.  The 
attack  was  put  off  till  five  in  the  evening,  to  give  the 
troops  fome  time  to  reft,  and  it  commenced  with  a 
dreadful  fliock  on  the  \\  hole  front  of  (he  two  armies, 
when  the  Republicans  were  again  defeated,  after  a 
defpe;ate  refiflance  and  the  fiiedding  of  much  blood 
upon  both  fides.  General  Macdonald  withdrew  be- 
hind the  right  fide  of  the  Trebia,  and  did  not  retreat 
t«  PUcentia,  as  he  determined  to  make  another  at- 
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tempt  againft  the  forces  of  Suwarrow,  whofe  in/antrjr 
were  overvvheirned  with  fatigue. 

Wfiiie  they  imagined  that  Alacdonald  was  retreat- 
ing as  fad  as  poffible,  he  attacked  them  on  the  19th, 
with  the  moft  defperate  valour,  repulfiiig  every  ad- 
vanced poft  on  the  Trebia,  fending  one  of  his  co- 
lumns to  the  other  fide  of  the  Po,  and  another  acrofs 
the  Trebia,  with  a  view  to  turn  the  right  flank  of 
Suwarrow's  army.  General  Melas,  at  the  head  of 
the  Auftrian  cavalry,  fufraincd  the  fitft  fliock  of  the 
Republicaus,  when  the  carnage  became  iinfpeakably 
horrible,  the  whole  country  from  St.  Giovanni  to 
Placentia,  a  diftance  of  about  twelve  miles.  _being 
covered  with  the  dead,  and  the  Trebia  literally 
choaked  up  with  dead  carcafes.  The  Poiifii  legion, 
AUider  general  Dombrowfky,  was  furrounded  by  th^ 
RufTnns,  when  they  formed  themfelves  into  a  fquare 
battalion,  and  fought  with  the  moft  determined 
bravery,  but  were  at  length  almoft  wholly  cut  off, 
Suwarrow  received  a  compliment  on  this  vicflory,  irs 
they  were  pleafed  to  term  it;  to  which  the  veteran 
Ruffian  is  faid  to  have  returned  for  anfwer,  "  Vic»^ 
tory  !  another  fuch,  and  we  are  ruined!"  Many 
fuch  viftorics  have  we  heard  of,  unaccompanied  bf 
Suwarrow's  honefly,  to  view  them  in  the  light  of 
defeats. 

During  the  night  which  fucceeded  this  third  day 
of  carnage,  Macdonald  again  entered  Placrntia, 
which  he  left  the  enfuing  day,  and  was  obliged  to 
abandon  3,000  wounded  men  to  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy,  among  whom  were  four  generals,  Rufca, 
Olivier,.  Salm,  and  Chambran.  Tl^c  commander  ih 
cliief  was  likewife  wounded,  whr,  neve,  ihelcfs,  was 
enabled  to  retreat  in  good  urder,  dividing  his  army 
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into  two  columns,  one  of  them  taking  the  route  to 
Parma,  and  the  other  on  the  declivity  of  the  mounp 
tains  on  the  South-ealt.  His  intention  fcemed  to  be 
to  march  towards  Modena,  and  return  lo  his  camp 
St  Piftoia,  while,  ii)  h&,  he  was  meditating  an  entrance 
into  the  Ligurian  republic,  to  effeft  a  junftion  with 
general  Moreau  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  polled  him- 
felf  at  Fornovo,  inarched  through  the  valley  of 
Taro,  and  took  the  road  leading  direftly  to  Sefta. 
In  his  route  to  Placentia  he  had  defeated  the  divifions 
of  0(t,  Klenau,  and  HohenzoUern  ;  but  thefe  gene- 
rals, having  again  rallied  their  forces,  were  deltinei 
to  purfue  him. 

In  dividing  his  troops  by  ifolated  operations 
general  Suwarrow  had  certainly  committed  an  egre- 
eious  blunder^  but  he  in  a  great  meafure  compen- 
fated  for  this  by  the  rapidity  of  his  marches  and 
the  capture  of  St.  Giovanni,  although  he  had  allowed 
Macdonald  to  finifh  almoft  one  of  thofe  fingular 
and  difficult  retreats  which  often  diftinguiflied  French 
oenerals  during  this  war,  and  which  impartial  pofr 
terity  will  not  fail  to  admire.  We  muft  at  the  fsme 
time  give  Suwarrow  credit  for  his  military  conduft 
upon  this  occafion  ;  fince,  had  his  operations  been 
lefs  aftive,  or  his  march  lefs  rapid,  the  poffibility  did 
not  exifi.  of  preventing  a  jundion  between  Macr 
donald  and  Moreau,  which  would  have  deprived  the 
Ruffian  general  of  the  very  chance  of  vidory. 
While  he  confllf.ed  with  the  army  of  Macdonald  on 
the  Trebij,  General. Moreau  left  Genoa  with  an  army 
of  25,000  men,  and  took  the  route  to  Tortona  by 
the  way  of  Bocchetta,  Gavi,  and  Novi.  The  Auf- 
trian  troops,  under  the  command  of  general  Belle- 
garde,  were  forced,,  by.  the  French,  to  abandon  their 
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pofitions  at  St.  Jiiliano,  Caffini,  Grando,  or  GroflTa, 
and  Spinetta,  and  compelled  to  retreat  acrofs  the 
JBormida  in  the  iitmoft  precipitation. 

One  of  the  advantages  that  Moreaii  gained  by  this 
vidory  was  the   railing  the  fiege  of  Tortona.     After 
the  battle  of  St.   Giovanni,  Suwarrow  coniinued  to 
piirfue  Macdonaid  beyond  Placentia,  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  overtaking  him  on  the  Taro,  and  fiirroiind- 
ing  him  before  he  crolTed  the  mountains,  after  col- 
leding  the  fcattertd  troops  of  Klenaii   and   Hohtn- 
zollern  ;    but,    receiving   intelligence  of  the  vidory 
obtained  by  general  Moreaii  over  Bellegarde,  he  gave 
up  the  puriuit  of  Macdonald's  army,  entrnfring  it 
to  general  Ott,  and,  with   the  principal  part   of  his 
army,  proceeded  to  meet  general  Mureau,  and  inter- 
cept his  progrefs.    During  this  march  Siiwcirrow  was 
informed  of  the  furrender  of  the  citadel   of  Turin, 
againft  which  three  liundred  pieces  of  artillery  were 
planted,  on   the   i8th  of  June,    for  the   purpofe  of 
deftroying  it,  which  were  fired  againft  it  with  fuch 
incefTant  and  unremitting  fury,  that  the  cannonading 
of  the  citadel  was  filenced  in  the  fpace  of  two  dnys ; 
when  a  number  of  officers  of  artillery  and  cannoneers 
were  found  to  have  periflied,  and  feveral  magazines 
deflroyed.     Fiorella,    the  commandant,  requefled  a 
capitulation,  which  he  obtained  on  terms  analogous 
to  thofe  formerly  granted  to  the  garrifons  of  Milan 
and  Ferrara. 

This  uncxpe<5led  event  was  of  lingular  advantage 
to  the  intereft  of  the  Allies,  as  it  liberated  General 
Kaim,  whole  forces  began  their  march  to  join  the 
grand  army.  Although  the  Republican  generals  had 
no.  as  yet  received  their  expefted  reinforcements 
from  France,  fuch  were  the  effc<fts  produced  by  their 
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fuperior  knowledge  and  ad^ivicy,  thatSuwarrow  was 
oblii'ed  to  rnlly  his  whole  forces  with  the  iitmoft 
expedition.  The  Ruffian  auxiliaries,  under  Viikaf- 
fovich,  were  ordered  to  approach  nearer  to  the  maia 
army;  and,  being  reinforced  by  General  Haddick, 
Suvvarrow  found  hinifelf  at  the  head  of  60,000  men. 
As  the  forces  of  Moreau  did  not  exceed  one-th:id 
of  that  number,  nfter  another  conflift  with  Kaim 
and  Bellegarde,  on  the  25th  of  June,  he  found  it 
neceffary  to  fall  back  on  Genoa.  About  the  latter 
end  of  June  the  whole  of  Italy  might  be  faid  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Combined  Powers,  and  nearly 
one-half  of  the  Helvetic  republic;  after  which  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  hodilities  took  place,  that  appeared  of 
an  involuntary  nature  on  both  fides,  as  they  mutually 
•waited  for  reinforcements,  to  enable  them  to  begin 
afrefli  what  has  been  emphatically  denominated  their 
labour f  of  death. 

In  the  fpace  of  four  months  more  men  perifhed 
than  was  ever  before  known  in  the  hiftory  of  modern 
bloodlhed.  If  we  take  a  part  as  a  fpecimen  of  the 
whole,  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  flate  that  in  the  Vo- 
ralberg,  at  the  attack  of  Feldkirch,  before  they  at- 
tacked the  Grifons  and  the  mountains  of  the  Tyrol, 
there  perifiied  no  lefs  than 22,500  men» 

On  the  Danube, •  •    13,000 

On   the  paflage  of  the  Rhine  by 

the  Auftrians,  and  the  capture  ^ 

of  Zurich     13*500 

In  Italy  - 64,000 


1 13,000 
It  will  be  found,  upon  a   moderate  calculation,    if 
the  fick  be  included,  that  of  370,000  men,  which, 
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the  belligerent  powers,  brought  into  the  field  of 
battle,  they  loft  fully  one-half  of  them  in  the  fpacc 
of  four  months.  Such  a  dreadful,  and  almoft  un- 
exampled, carnage,  prtfents  us  with  no  very  favour- 
able picture  of  human  nature,  and  proves,  that  man, 
unreftraincd  by  reafon,  has  all  the  barbarous  and 
ferocious  propenfuies  of  the  lion  and  the  tyger. 
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CHAFIER    VIII. 


BuonaJiartPs  Campaigns  in  Egypt  contimied.-^^The 
Strength  of  his  Army  and  its  Difpicjition. — El  Jlr'tJJi  be- 
Jreged  and  taken  by  Buonaparte. — The  Army  enters  Gaza. 
— Jaffa  taken  and  the  Garrifon  put  to  the  Sivord. — 
Caijfa  eradiated. — Buonaparte  advances  toivards  St, 
John  D'Jcre. 

jL  hose  who  liave  admired  the  enterprifing  fpirlf 
of  Alexander,  the  retreat  of  the  ten  thoufand  under 
Xenophon,  and  the  fortitude  of  Charles  the  Twelfth, 
will  not  regard  the  valorous  firuggles  of  the  Repub- 
lican generals  wholly  unworthy  of  praife.  Maflena, 
Moreau,  Macdonald,  and  Buonaparte,  were  all  placed 
in  fituations,  where  the  f'ighteft  omiffion  in  either 
would  have  led  to  the  inevitable  deftru<51ion  of  his 
army  :  how  the  three  former  acquitted  themfelves  we 
have  jull  feen  ;  and  the  fufpenfion  of  their  operations 
Avill  permit  us  to  return  to  the  latter,  '.vhom  we  left 
preparing  for  the  expedition  to  Syria,  and  who,  it 
Ihould  be  obferved,  was  ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  af- 
fairs in  Europe,  owing  to  the  rigour  with  which  the 
Englifh  blockaded  the  mouths  of  the  Nile,  and  pre- 
vented any  intelligence  paffing  either  in  or  out  of 
Egypt.  Buonaparte  affigned  a  confiderable  rein- 
forcement, under  Davoufi^,  to  General  Defaix.  who 
had  proceeded  into  upper  Egypt,  with  orders  to  drive 
the  Mamelukes  beyond  the  cataradsof  the  Nile,  and 
then  ordered  the  departure  of  his  own  army.  This 
force  confided  of  the  divifions  of  General  Kleber, 
who  had  under  his  command  Generals  Verdier  and 
Junot,  a  part  of  two  dcmi-brigades  of  light  infantry 
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and  of  the  25th  and  75th  of  the  line;  of  the  divilioa 
of  General  Regnier,  who  had  under  his  orders  Gene- 
ral Legrange,  with  the  9th  ami  the  85th  demi-brigade 
of  the  line;  of  the   divifion   of  General   Lasne,  who 
had  under  his  dire(f\ion  Generals  Vaiix,  Robin,  anj 
Rambeau,  wiih  a  party  of  the  22d  demi-brigade  of 
light  infanrry  and  of  the  13th  and  69th  of  the  line; 
of  the  divifion  of  General  Bon,  under  whofe  orders 
were  placed  Rampon  and  Vial,  wiih  a  part  of  the 
4th  demi-bri_t;ade  of  light  infantry,  and  of  the  i8th 
and  22d  demi- brigades  of  the  line  ;  of  the  diviGon  of 
General  Murat,  with  900  cavalry,  accompanied  by- 
four  light  4-pounder3.    The  artillery  was  commanded 
by  General  Daiimanin  and  the  engineers  by  General 
Caffarelli ;    the  park  of  artillery    confifled    of  four 
12-pounders,  three  8-pounders,  five  howitzers,  and 
three  5-inch  mortar?;    there  were,  befides,   attached 
to  ench  divifion  two  3  pounders,  two   6-inch  howit- 
zers, and  two  3-pounders.    To  the  guide  parties,  ca- 
valry and  infanrry,  were  allotted  four  3-pounders  and 
two  6-inc!i  howitzers.     The  different  corps  conRi- 
inted  an  army  of  about  10,000  men. 

The  19th  demi-brigade,  the  3d  battalions  of  the 
demi- brigades  on  the  Syrian  expedition,  th.e  marine 
legion,  the  depots  of  the  cavalry  corps,  and  the  Mal- 
tefe  legion,  were  partly  Rationed  at  Alexandria,  Da- 
mietta,  and  Cairo,  as  garrifons,  or  formed  iuto  move- 
able columns,  to  retain  the  proviiices  of  Lower  Ejypt 
in  obedience,  and  to  protect  them  againit  the  Arabs, 
The  commands  in  the  other  provinces  were  entruRed 
to  Generals  Beillard,  Lannufie,  Zayoncheck,  Fugiers^ 
LeClerc, -and  the  adjutant-general  Almcyrac.  Ci- 
ti7.':n   Pouffiel>;ue,  chief  financial  adminif^rator,  re- 
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iTiaincd  at  Cairo  ;  the  paymafter-general  of  the  armVj 
Bftirt,  accompanied  the  expedition.  The  command, 
at  Alexandria  was  one  of  very  great  importance,  it 
could  not  properly  be  triifted  but  to  an  officer,  who, 
to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  artillery,  added  that  of 
engineering  and  of  military  fcience  in  general;  that 
fortrefs,  on  account  of  the  diftance  of  Buonaparte, 
vasalmoft  independent  of  him,  in  a  military  and  ad- 
niiiiiftrative  jjoint  of  view;  added  to  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  the  Engljfli  were  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
fymptoms  of  the  plague  were  beginning  to  appear  : 
at  length  the  general  of  brigade,  Marmont,  a  yor.ng 
officer  of  family  and  fortune,  who  married,  a  flioit 
time  before  tlie  expedition,  the  daughter  of  M.  Fere- 
gaux,  an  eminent  banker  at  Paris,  received  that  im* 
portant  command. 

Buonaparte  ordered  the  adjutant  general  Almeyrac, 
to  whom  the  command  of  Damie(ta  was  entrufted,  to 
expedite  the  fortifications  of  that  place,  and  to  tranf- 
port  without  delay  the  fiores  and  provifions  acrofs  the 
]L,ake  Menzale  to  the  port  of  Tineth,  whence  they 
were  to  be  forwarded  to  the  magazines  at  Cathieh,  a 
march  of  about  five  hours.  Some  pieces  of  battering 
cannon  were  necciTary  for  the  reduftiou  of  Acre,  in 
cafe  of  refiftance  ;  to  bring  them  by  the  way  of  the 
Defart  was  impracticable;  they  were  ordered  to  be 
put  on  bpard  a  fquadron  of  four  frigates,  under  the 
command  of  Perree,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  road 
of  Alexandria,  and  conveyed  by  fea,  in  defiance  of 
the  Englifli  cruifers  :  this  was  a  hazardous  proje<ft,  but 
nothing  more  vvouId.be  loft  by  the  fleet  being  taken 
to  England  now,  than  if  it  lay  in  port  till  the  enemy 
might  capture  it  there. 

Buonaparte  ordered  the  admiral  to  cruife  off  Jaffa, 
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and  to  keep  up  a  commiinica  ioa  with  the  anny;  he 
calculated  upon  their  arrival  u-ithin  a  given  time. 
Tiie  utmoft  diligence  was  ufed  at  Cairo  in  collecting 
the  nccedary  number  of  cainels  and  mules  for  con- 
veyino  the  field  artillery,  the  ftorcs,  ammunition,  &c. 
necefEiry  for  the  paflage  of  an  army  through  the 
Defart. 

General  Kleber  was  ordered  to  emhaik  with  His 
divifion  at  Daniietta,  the  French  being  then  complete 
millers   of  the  navigation  of  Lake  Menzale,  and  to 
proceed  acrofs  the  lake  toTineth,  and  from  thence  to 
march  to  Cathieh,  where  he  was  expeded  to  arrive 
on  the   4fh  of  February.     General   Regnier  quitted 
Beibeis,  u-ith  bis  etat-major,  on  the  23d  of  January 
and  arrived  at  Cathieh  on  the  4th  of  Febru.uy,  where 
he  joined   his  advanced  guard  ;  the  6th  he  marched 
for  El-Arifh,  which,  together  with  the  fort,  was  oc- 
cupied by  about  2, ceo  troops  of  the  Pacha  of  Acre': 
Gtneral  Legrange,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  formed 
the  advanced  «>iard  of  General  Regnier's  divifion. 
On  the  8th  of  Fcbrtiary,  when  approaching  the  Foun- 
tains of  MefTondiat,  he  perceived  a  party  of  Mame- 
lukt5,  bnt  thefe  were  foon  difperfcd.      He  arrived  in 
the  evening  at  a  grove  of  palm  tree?,  near  the  fea  and 
fronting  El-Arifli ;  the  next  day  he  advanced  rapidly, 
and  took    pofTcfTion  of  fome  fand-hills,  which  com- 
trand  El-Arilh,  on  thcfe  heights  lie  took  a  pofitioa 
and  planted  his  ariillery.  The  operations  were  fpeed- 
ily  commenced;    General   Rignier  caufed  the  charge 
10  be  beat,  when  the  advanced  guard  advanced  ra- 
pidly on  the  riglit  and  left  of  the  village,  which  was 
attacked  by  Regnier  himfelf  in  front.    Nntwithftand- 
iiig  tiie  advantageous  pofuion  of  the  enemy,  in  a  vil- 
Is'^e  Ctuaied  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  in  which 
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area  fev/  houfes  built  with  ftone  and  covered  by  the 
fort ;  notwithftanding  a  moil  obllinate  refjftance  and 
a  galling  fire,  the  village  was  carried  by  the  bayonet, 
the  enemy  retired  into  the  fort,  and  barricadoed  the 
doors  with  fo  much  precipitation,  as  to  exclude  about 
300  men,  who  were  either  killed  or  taken'  prifon- 
€rs.  General  Regnier,  on'the  fame  evening,  block- 
aded ^ihe  fort  of  El-Arifli ;  fcon  after  a  corps  of  ca- 
valry and  infantry  were  difcovertd  on  the  route  from 
Gaza,  which  were  efcoi'ting  a  convoy  of  provifions 
for  £1-Arifli;  this  reinforcement  continually  increafed 
till  the  13th  of  February,  when  the  Mamelukes,  em- 
boldened by  the  luperiority  of  their  cavalry,  ad- 
vanced, and  pitched  their  tents  within  half  a  league  of 
El-Arifti,  on  a  plain  covered  by  a  very  fleep  ravine, 
where  they  confidered  themfelves  fafe  from  attack. 

In  the  meantime  General  Kleber  arrived  with  part 
of  his  divifion.  In  the  night  between  the  i4tb  and 
15th  of  February,  a  party  of  General  Regnier's  di- 
vifion turned  the  ravine  which  covered  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  Mamelukes,  ruflied  into  the  camp,  killed 
a  great  many,  took  a  confiderable  number  of  camels, 
horfes,  and  prifcners,  befide  great  quantities  of  pro- 
vifions and  warlike  ftores,  together  with  the  field 
equipages  of  the  Mamelukes.  On  the  fecond  day 
after  this  affair  Buonaparte  appeared  before  El-Ari(li. 
.  The  General  in  Chief  received  an  exprefs  from 
Alexandria,  informing  him,  that  the  Englifli  fqua- 
dron,  recently  reinforced,  had  bombarded  that  city 
and  pore ;  he  immediately  judged  that  this  manoeuvre 
was  only  intendtd  to  divert  him  ircm  his  propofed 
expedition  to  Syria,-the  incipient  operations  of  which 
had  already  alarmed  the  Englifli  and  the  Pacha  of 
Acre.     He,  therefore,   quietly  fuffered  the  former  to 
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continue  their  bombardment,  which  prcduced  little 
cfttcl;  on  the  9th  of  rtbriiary  he  proceeded  from 
Cairo,  with  his  etat- major,  and  on  the  lythof  Ftbru- 
ary  he  arrived  at  El-Arifl),  where  he  was  joined,  at 
the  fame  time,  by  the  divifions  of  Generals  Bon  and 
Lrfsne  and  the  corps  of  artillery. 

General  Rcgnier  had  previoiifly  dirci5led  a  flight 
cannonade  againfr  the  fort,  and  comnienced  his  ap- 
proaches ;  but  not  being  furniflied  witli  a  fufficicnt 
quantity  of  ammunition  to  batter  it  in  breach,  lie 
fummoncd  the  commander  of  the  fort  and  rendered 
the  blockade  cloler;  he  had  alio  advanced  a  rniae 
under  one  of  the  towers,  but  this  had  been  counter- 
worked bv  the  enrmv.  On  the  i8ih  of  FebiUc-irv  the 
army  took  a  pcfition  before  El-Arifli,  on  the  fand- 
hiils  between  the  village  and  th^  fea :  Buonnpari6 
ordereti  one  of  the  towers  of  the  fort  to  be  cannon- 
aded, and,  as  foon  39  a  breach  was  effected,  the  place 
was  fummoned  to  furrender.  The  g.irrilon  confifled 
of  Arnauts,  Maugrabins,  &:c.  all  barbarians,  deflitute 
of  regular  chiefs,  and  ignorant  of  the  principles  or 
iifages  of  war  as  carried  on  between  civilized  nations. 
The  befieged  continued,  alternately,  (0  fire  and  par- 
ley ;  at  lei'.gth,  on  the  20th  of  February,  thegarrifon, 
confifling  of  i,6co  men,  furrendered,  and  laid  dowri 
their  iirms,  on  the  fo!e  condition  of  their  being  al» 
lowed  to  re'ire  to  Bagdad  acrofs  the  Defart :  a  num- 
ber of  the  Mr.ugrabins  entered  into  the  French  fer- 
vice.  In  the  fort  were  only  found  about  250  horfds, 
two  difmounted  pieces  of  artillery,  and  nrovifions  for 
a  few  days.  Buonaparte  fent  to  Cairo  the  ftandards 
taken  and  the  Mameluke  prlfoncrs. 

General  Klcbcr  fct  out  with  his  divifioti  and  the 
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cavalry  from  El-Arifh  towards  Kan-jounefs,  a  frontier 
village  of  Pdlelline,  near  the  Defart.    On  the  23d  the 
head-quarters  were  removed  from  El-Arifli  and  def- 
tined    for  Kan-jounefs;  the    General  in  Chief,  the 
flafF,  Sec.  arrived  upon   the  heights  near  that  place 
without  receiving  any  intelligence  of  General  Kle- 
ber's  divifion.     Buonaparte  difpatched   fome  of  his 
efcort  (o  the  village ;  no  French  troops  had  arrived 
there:  fome  Mamelukes,  who  were  in  the  place,  fied 
to  the  camp  of  Abdallah  Pacha,  which  was  then  at 
the  diilance  of  about  a  league,  on  the  route  to  Gaza. 
Buonaparte  having  only  a  picquet  for  his  efcort,  and 
convinced   that  Kleber's    divifion    muft  have  been 
milled,  fell  back  towards  Santcn,  three  leagues  from 
Kan-jountfs,  in  the   Defart.     He   there  found    the 
advanced  guard  of  the  cavalry;  the  guides,   it  ap- 
peared, had  led  General  Kleber  aftray  in  the  Defart ; 
but  he  flopped  fome  Arabs,  and   compelled  them  to 
point  out  the  right  road,  from   which  he  had  been 
mified  nearly  a  day's  march.     His  divifion  arrived  on 
the  24(h,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  a  dif- 
treffing  march  of  forty-eight  hours,  during  which  he 
was  without  water  !    The  divifions  of  Generals  Bon 
and  Lasne,  who   had  followed  the  fame  route,  were 
alfo  led  aflray  for   fome  time :  thefe  three  divifions, 
which,  according  to  orders,  Ihould  have  arrived  and- 
moved  on  fucceffively,  thus  arriving  at  Santon  nearly 
at   the  fame   time,  the   wells  were  fcon   exhauftcd. 
With  a  laborious  perfcverance,  the  foldiers,  who  were 
tormented  by  a  burnirtg  ihirft,  funk  wells  in  various 
places,  but  could  only  obtain   a   very  partial  and  in- 
adequate fupply  of  water.     The  divifion  of  General 
Regnier  was  ordered  to  remain  at  El-Arifli,  for  the 
purpofe  of  putting  the  fort,  which  is  the  key  of  Egypt 
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on  the  fuie  of  Syria,  iiiio  a  refpeiftable  ftate  of 
defence,  after  the  prifoners  of  war  had  evacirated 
it,  and  alfo  to  wait  until  the  field  artillery  fliould 
advance.  This  divifion  was  to  form  the  rear- 
guard of  the  army  at  an  interval  of  two  days 
march. 

About  a  league  in  front  of  the  village  of  Kan- 
jounefs  are  feveral  columns  of  granite,  and  frag- 
ments of  marble  fpars,  which,  at  firft  fight,  were 
imagined  to  be  the  remains  of  an  ancient  monument ; 
but,  as  the  wells  of  Reffat  lie  at  the  diftance  of  a 
few  toifes,  are  very  neatly  built,  and  afford  abund- 
ance of  good  water,  it  is  more  probable  that  thefe 
ruins  are  the  remains  of  a  caravanfera,  at  which  the 
caravans  were  accuftomed  to  hair,  in  order  to  take 
in  water  for  their  journey  acrofs  the  Defart  which 
feparates  Syria  from  Egypt,  The  army  had  tra- 
verfed  fixly  leagues  of  an  arid  and  barren  defart; 
for  the  habitations  at  Cathieh  and  El-Arifli  are 
chiefly  clay  huts,  with  a  few  palm  trees  near  the 
wells;  its  entrance,  therefore,  into  the  plains  of  Gaza, 
and  the  profped  of  the  mountains  of  Syria  was  highly 
gratifying.  At  the  approach  of  the  army,  Abdallab, 
who  was  encamped  with  his  infantry,  and  the  Ma- 
meluke corps,  within  a  league  of  Kan-jounefs,  had 
quitted  that  flation,  and  fell  back  towards  Gaza. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  the  army  marched  from 
Kan-jounefs  towards  Gaza;  about  two  leagues  from 
that  town  a  body  of  the  Mameluke's  cavalry  was 
perceived  upon  the  heights.  Bonaparte  immediately 
formed  each  of  the  divifions  into  a  fquare ;  that  of 
General  Kleber  formed  the  left,  and  was  ordered  to 
march  againfl  Ga/n,  on  the  right  of  the  enemy  ; 
ihc  divifion  of  General  Boa  occupied  the  centre, 
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and  advanced  towards  its  front;  the  right  was  formed 
of  die  divifion  of  General  Lasne,  which  marched 
towards  the  heigins,  and  turned  the  politions  which 
Abdi.lla!i  octupifd.  General  Murat,  with  the  ca- 
valry, and  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  marched  in  front  of 
the  infantry,  and  prepared  to  charge  the  enemy. 
At  his  approach,  the  cavah'y  of  Abdallah  made  fe- 
vcral  irregular  movements,  and  their  ccnfnfion  was 
manifeft ;  at  one  time  they  fiiddenJy  advanced  and 
feemed  willip.g  ro  charge;  they,  however,  immedi- 
ately made  a  retrogade  movement.  Geneia!  Murat 
piiilicd  forward,  but  failed  in  bringing  the  enemy  to 
action  ;  a  party  of  their  riflemen,  however,  were 
intercepted  by  General  Kleber's  divifion,  by  whom 
2  I  were  kiiled. 

The  army  advanced  about  a  league  beyond 
Gaza,  having  eftablifhed  head  quarters  in  the  town. 
The  fort  is  of  a  circular  fcrm,  about  forty  toifes 
in  diameter,  and  flanked  with  towers.  It  con- 
tained 16,000  lbs.  of  powder,  a  great  quantity 
of  cartridges,  and  other  warlike  frores,  together 
with  feveral  pieces  of  cannon.  In  ^the  towri 
were  alfo  found  about  100,000  rations  of  bif- 
cuits,  fome  rice,  a  number  of  rents,  and  a  oreat 
quantity  of  barley.  The  inhabitants  having  fent 
deputies  to  meet  the  French,  were  treated  as  friends. 
The  army  remained  the  26th  and  27th  in  this  quar- 
ter. Buoncipartc  employed  himfelf,  during  that  inter- 
val in  organizing  a  fyilem  of  civil  and  military 
■  government  for  the  town  and  difrric^ ;  he  formed  a 
divan,  confifting  of  the  principal  Turkifh  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place.  On  the  28th  the  army  advanced 
towards  Jaffa,  where  the  Mamelukes  and  Turks 
were  coliecling  their  forces.    The  efcorts  of  provi^ 
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fions  and  ammunition,  forwarded  from  the  magazines 
at  Catheil),  were  at  this  time  feveral  days  march  in 
the  rear  of  the  army;  but  the  ftores  which  had 
been  abandoned  at  Gaza,  enabled  the  army  to  ad- 
vance. 

The   Defart,   which  lies  between  Gaza  and  Jaffa, 
is  an  immenfe  phun,  on  which  are  numerous  moving 
fand-hills,  that  render  the  march  of  cavalry  a  work 
of  great  difKcuitv.    The  camels  advanced  flowlv,  and 
with  pain;   and  the  army  was  obliged,  in  the  fpace 
of  about  three  leagues,  to  change  the  artillery  horfes 
three  times.     On  the  id  of  March   the  army  refled 
at  Ezdoud,  and  the  ad  at  Ramieh,  a  town  inhabited 
for  the  greater  part  by   Chriftians  ;    a   quantity  of 
bifcuit  was  found  there,  which  the  enemy  had  not 
time  to  remove,  and  nearly  as   much  was  found  at 
the  village  of  Lidda.     The  hordes  of  Arabs,  who 
hovered  about  thefe  villages,  for  purpofes  of  plunder, 
took   flight    on    the  approach  of    the   French ;    the 
advanced  guard,  which  coi^filled  of  General  Kleber's 
divifion,    arrived   before   Jaffa:    the  enemy,    on   his 
approach,  retired  into  the  body  of  the  place.     The 
other  divifions,  and  the   cavalry  arrived  fcon  after. 
General  Kleber's  divifion,  and  the  cavalry   were  or- 
dered   to  occupy   a    pofition  on   the  river  Lahova, 
about   two   leagues   on  the  route  to   Acre,    for   the 
purpofc  of  covering  the  fiege  of  Jaffa.     The  town 
was  invefted   hy   the  divifions  of  Generals  Bon  and 
Las'.ie 

Jaffa  is  furroundfd  by  a  wall,  but  deftitiite  of  a 
foffe;  it  is  flanked  by  towers,  in  good  condition,  on 
which  cannon  were  mounted.  Towards  the  fea  are 
ercftcd  two  forts,  which  command  the  port  and 
road.     The   point    of  attack   fixed    on,    was  to   the 
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South  of  the  town,  againft  the  highed  and  ftrongeft 
pnit  of  the  wo;  ks.  In  the  night  between  the  4lh 
and  51  h  tlie  trei.ches  were  opened,  a  battery  in 
breach  was  conltriicted,  and  two  counter  batteries, 
P.gaiiift  the  fquare  towe--,  the  moil  commanding  pare 
of  the  whole  front  of  "attack.  A  battery  was  alfo 
creded  to  the  Noitii  of  the  pktce,  in  order  to  effvct 
a  diverfion.  The  whole  of  the  5th  and  6th  were 
employed  in  advancing  and  completing  the  works. 
The  Mamelukes  made  two  forties,  but  were  driven 
back  vvhh  coniiderable  lofs. 

On  the  6t!),  at  day- break,  the  cannonade  com- 
menced, and  at  four  o'clock  the  breach  m,ade  was 
deemed  praaicable.  An  alfauk  .vas  ordered.  The 
befieged,  at  different 'times,  made  great  eii'orts ;  biit, 
a  breach  being  eHc<fi:ed,  and  the  divifion  of  General 
Lasne  drove  them  from  rcof  to  roof,  and  from 
fircet  to  areet  ;  and,  in  a  fliort  time,  gained  poffef- 
fion  of  two  ioits.  The  divifion  of  General  Bon, 
which  had  been  engaged  in  making  faife  attacks, 
now  entered  the  town  near  the  port.  The  garrifon 
continued  to  defend  themfelves  defperately,  and, 
refufmg  to  lay  down  tlnir  arms,  were  put  to  the 
fword;  it  conhfted  of  about  12,000  Turkish  gun- 
rers,  about  2,:;oo  Maugrabins  or  Arnauts.  Three 
hundred  Egyptians,  who  had  furrendered,  were  ftnt 
to  Egypt-  The  lofs  of  the  French  army  was  incou' 
fiderable. 

When  the  French  became  maflers  of  the  town 
and  forts,  the  command  of  the  place  was  given  to 
General  Robin,  who  fucceeded  in  extinguiilung  thofe 
diforders  which  naturally  follow  an  affaulr,  efpecially- 
when  obftinatcly  refifted.  The  inhabitants  we're 
proteeled,  as  far  as  it  fuitsd  the  purpbfei  of  the  con- 
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qiierors:  they  returned  to  ihcir  refpeftive  habitati- 
ons, and  on  the  7th  order  vvas  rellcred.  la  the 
place  was  found,  the  field  tra'n  fent  ro  Dgez^ar 
Facha,  by  the  Grand  Seignior,  which  confilled  of 
40  pieces  of  artillery,  cannon,  or  large  howitzers; 
and  21  guns,  brafs  or  iioji.  In  tlie  port  were 
15  finail  trading  vellels.  Buoiiaparti-  gave  tlie  ne- 
ctlfary  orders  for  putting  the  tov-a  and  port  in 
a.  proper  (late  of  defence;  and  alio  for  eflabhlh- 
ing  an  hof[jiial  and  ir.ngazines.  He  con'lisuted  a 
divan,  confiRing  of  the  nioft  diftinguiflicd  Turks  of 
the  place  ;  and  lent  ordtr^  co  the  Admiral,  I'erree,  to 
fail  immediately  from  Alcxantiria,  with  the  three 
frigates,  and  to  repair  to  Jaffa.  This  porf  was  in- 
tended to  be  the  depot  of  every  article  that  fliould 
be  received  from  Alexandria  and  Damierta,  As  the 
place  was  rather  expofed  to  dcfcents  and  incnrfior^. 
Buoriaparte  cntrufled  the  command  to  the  Adjutanc 
General  Grellier,  an  oiiicer  diftinguifhed  by  his 
talents  and  bravery;  but  he  foon  died  there,  of  the 
plague. 

On  the  i^th  of  March  General  Kkber  was  erv- 
camped  ai  Milky,  in  front  of  the  pofitiou  which  lie 
had  taken  for  the  purpofe  of  covering  the  fitge  of 
J.iffa.  i'he  divifions  of  Generals  Bon  and  Lasne, 
as  well  as  the  head  quarters,  removed  from  Jaffa 
and  joined  the  advanced  guard  at  Mifky  ;  the  army 
marching  onward  to  Zeta,  the  advanced  guard 
obferved  a  corps  of  cavalry.  Abdallah  Pachn, 
it  appeared,  had  taken  a  pofition,  with  2,000 
cavalry,  on  the  heights  of  Korfum,  having  on  his 
hft  a  bt)dy  of  about  10,000  Turks,  who  occu- 
pied a  more  elevated  fituation.  The  objeift  of  the 
Pacha  was  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  army,  and, 
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by  taking  a  pofition  on  its  flank,  to  force  k  to  an 
action  among  tlie  mountains  and  defiles  of  Naplouz, 
for  tlie  purpofe  of  retarding  its  march  to  Acre. 
The  diviuons  of  Generals  Bon  and  Kleber  were 
immediately  formed  in  fquares,  and  advanced  againft 
the  cavalry,  who  fled  from  the  conteft.  General 
Lasnc's  divifion  was  ordered  to  march  towards  the 
right  of  Abdallah's  force,  for  the  purpofe  of  inter- 
cepting its  communica;ion  with  the  reft,  and  compel- 
ing  him  to  retreat  at  once  either  to  Acre  or  Damafcus. 
This  divifion,  borne  away  by  its  ardour,  purfued 
the  Pacha  into  the  heart  of  the  mountains  and  defiles, 
and  attacked  the  Naplonzin  force  with  fuch  vigour 
as  to  put  it  entirely  to  flight ;  the  light  infantry 
purfued  with  alacrity  fo  far  in  front  as  to  oblige  the 
general  to  fend  them  repeated  orders  to  defift  from 
a  purfult  attended  with  no  advantage  ;  they,  at  length, 
obeyed,  and  the  Naplouzians,  regarding  this  retro- 
gnde  movement  as  a  retreat,  purfued,  in  their  turn, 
the  light  infantry  ;  being  acquainted  with  the  defiles 
and  advantageous  fituations  among  the  mountains, 
they  6red  upon  (he  French  with  greit  efFe(fV.  The 
divifion  endeavoured  in  vain  to  draw  the  Naplouz- 
ians from  the  mountains. 

On  the  I  5th  the  French  lay  all  night  under  arms, 
near  the  tower  of  Zeta.  The  i6th  of  March  the 
divifion  of  General  Kleber  advanced  to  Caiffa, 
which  was  abandoned  on  his  approach  ;  about 
£0,ooo  rations  of  bifcuit,  and  an  equal  quantity 
of  rice,  was  found  in  the  place.  Caiffa  is  fur- 
rounded  by  ftrong  walls,  fianked  by  towers,  a  caf- 
flle  defends  the  road  and  port;  a  tower,  built  with 
tmbrafures  and  embattled,  commands  the  town  at 
Ihe  diftance  of  150  toifes,  but  the  whole  isoverlocked 
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by  the  heights  of  Mount  Carmel.  Tie  Mamelukes 
when  they  evacuated  it,  carried  off  the  artillerv, 
and  all  the  military  ftores.  The  French  left  a  gar- 
rifon  in  the  caflle,  and  on  the  i/ch  proceeded  to- 
wards St.  John  d'Acre.  The  roads  were  in  very 
bad  condition,  and  the  weather  foggy,  To  that  it  was 
very  late  when  they  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the 
river  which  runs  at  the  diflance  of  1,500  toifes  from 
the  place,  through  marlliy  grounds.  The  palTage 
was  dangerous  to  attempt  during  the  night,  as  the 
cavalry  and  infantry,  on  the  oppofite  bank,  ap- 
peared in  great  force.  General  Andreofly  was.  not- 
withftanding,  difpatchcd  to  examine  the  /ords ;  he 
pafTed  with  the  2d  battailoji  of  the  4th  light  infan- 
try, and  took  polRlfion,  at  night  ^all,  of  an  eminence 
overlooking  an  entrenched  camp.  Beffiere,  chef  Je 
brigade^  with  a  party  of  the  guides,  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  took  a  pofition  between  the  works,  and 
the  river  of  Acre. 

During  the  night  a  bridge  was  conftrufled,  over 
which  the  army  pafTed  the  river  at  day  break,  on 
the  Srh.  Buonaparte  immediately  led  the  army  to 
an  eminence  which  commanded  St.  John  d'Acre, 
at  the  diftance  of  a  1,000  toifes.  Parties  of  the 
Turks  ftill  kept  their  ground  without  the  place,  iu 
tlie  gardens  with  which  it  is  Unrounded;  but  t!)ejr 
were  lb  t)rilkly  att.nckcd,  that  ihey  foon  retired  within 
the  works. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 


Biwfiajiarte  takes  a  Pojition  before  St.  John  (V Acre. -^ 
Sir  Sydney  Smith  arrives  in  the  Port  with  an  EvghJIi 
Force. — The  French  open  the  Trenches. — Contradi^ory 
Accounts  of  Sir  Sydney  Smith  and  General  Berthier  rela- 
tive to  the  Capture  of  the  French  Artillery. ^Progrefs  of 
the  Siege. — Tyre  taken  by  the  French.-— Engagements  at 
2sa%areth. — Battle  of  Mount  Tabor. 

JLHE  Englifli  had  appointed  that  enterprifing  naval 
commander,  Sir  W.  Sydney  Smith,  minifter  to  the 
Porte,  and  he  had  arrived  at  Conftantinople  early  in 
January.  The  plan  of  the  Syrian  campaign  had  been 
concerted  between  that  officer  and  the  Turkifn  Go- 
vernment, and  the  Britifli  forces  were  r€a<iy  to  co- 
operate with  the  Pacha  of  Acre  at  the  time  that  Buo- 
naparte reached  that  place.  The  Englifli  force  was, 
comparatively,  fmall,  but  it  ferved  to  encourage  the 
troops  of  the  Pacha  ;  and  it  was  now  that  the  French 
General  fii  fl:  experienced  an  oppofition  that  the  com- 
bined energies  of  his  power  and  talents  were  incapa- 
ble of  furmounting.  The  Republicans  were  not  aware 
that  any  naval  preparation  had  been  made,  and  they 
took  up  their  ground  fo  near  to  the  water-fide,  that 
Sir  Sydney,  who  had  witnelTed  their  approach  by  the 
foot  of  Mount  Carmel,  fainted  them  by  a  galling  fir§ 
from  his  boats,  which  obliged  them  to  retire  with 
precipitation. 

The  French  took  a  pofition  on  an  infulated  emi- 
nence, commanding  to  the  Eaft  a  plain,  about  a 
league  and  three  quarters  in  length,  terminated  by  the 
mountains  that  lie  between  Acre  and  the  river  Jordan. 
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The  provifions  found  in  the  magazines  at  Caitfa,  ai.d 
in  the  villages  of  Clieif-Ainrs  and  Nazareth,  were 
made  ufe  offer  the  fubfiftence  of  the  army  :  the  mills 
at  Tanoux  and  Kerdanne  were  employed  in  grinding 
tiie  corn  ;  the  army  had  eaten  no  bread  fince  they  left 
Cairo. 

Biionapart/:,  in  order  to  keep  open  the  route  to 
Damafcus,  garrifoned  the  callles  of  Satfet,  Nazareth, 
and  Cheif  Amrs.  Generals  Donimnrtin  and  CatFa- 
relli  rcconnoitercd  the  fortrefs,  and  it  was  detc  rmined 
to  attack  tlie  front  of  the  falient  angle  to  the  Eaft- 
ward  :  Samfon,  chief-de-brigade  of  the  engineers, 
was  wounded  by  a  ball  in  the  hand  while  reconnoi- 
tring the  couuterfcarp.  On  the  20th  the  trenches 
were  opened,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  the  gar- 
den enclofures,  the  fofTe  of  the  old  town,  and  an 
aqi:edua  that  croiled  the  glacis,  in  their  formation. 
A  ;blockade  was  efiabhftied  to  repulfe  forties  with 
advantage,  and  to  intercept  all  communication  :  the 
French  laboured  incefiantly  at  the  eredion  of  batteries 
ill  brechc  and  crofs  batterif  s ;  but  they  received  no  in- 
telligence of  the  battering  cannon,  that  had  been  fliip- 
ped  at  Alexandria. 

A  curious  variation  in  the  accounts  given  of  the- 
commencement  of  thefe  operations,  by  the  French 
and  Englidi  commanders,  gives  rife  to  a  train  of  re- 
flefHons,  bv  no  means  calculated  to  increafe  confi- 
dL-nce  in  the  Itaternents  of  naval  and  military  men. 
Sir  Sydney  fays,  That,  as  the  French  fired  upon  Ins 
boats  with  mu(ketry,  he  judged  that  they  had  no  can- 
non with  them,  and,  of  courf'^  that  they  were  to  he 
expected  by  fea  ;  he,  therefore,  detached  apart  of  his 
fquadron  to  Jatfa  to  look  out  tor  them,  and  was  for- 
luualc  enough  to  reach  that  place  •   '^  as  ihcy  hove  in. 
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light.  It  was  in  vain  that  this  flotilla  endeavoured  (o 
efcape :  (even  vefTels,  containing  all  the  ammunition, 
platforms,  and  battering  train  of  ar:iilery,  were  cap- 
tured ;  and  only  three  fmall  veflels  got  away,  which 
contained  Buonaparte's  private  property  :  thofe  prizes 
were  manned  and  employed  in  raking  the  coaft  and 
diftreffing  the  enemy  by  land.  This  advantage,  fo 
important  in  its  confequences,  was  achieved  with  very 
little  lofs,  and  was  doubly  mifchievous  to  Buonaparte, 
as  he  was  not  immediately  acquainted  with  it;  and, 
while  he  continued  in  expedalion  of  his  train,  a  fuf- 
ficient  force  arrived  to  render  the  whole  project  abor- 
tive Of  this  circumftance  General  Berthier,  who 
writes  an  account  of  the  fiege,  gives  a  very  different 
relation  : 

«'  The  commander  of  the  Enoi:ai  fquadron,"  fays 
he,  "  being  informed  that  a  great  quantity  of  flores 
and  provifions  were  colle(fled  at  Caiffa,  formed  the 
defign  of  feizing  them,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  captur- 
ing feveral  vefTels,  that  had  recently  arrived  there 
from  Jaffa,  with  provifions  for  the  army.  The  com- 
mand at  Caiffa  was,  provifionally,  intrufted  to  Lam- 
bert, chef-d'efcadro}!^  a  dillir.guiflied  officer.  On  the 
22d  a  fmart  cannonade  was  heard  in  the  cam.p  be- 
fore Acre,  in  the  direftion  at  Caiffa:  we  were  foon 
informed,  that  feveral  Englifti  floops  of  war,  armed 
with  32-pound  carronades,  had  attacked  Caiffa,  and 
attempted  to  feize  the  tranfport  vefTels  that  ]a)'^in  the 
port ;  that  the  chef-d''  e/cadron,  Lambert,  had  given 
orders  to  fuffer  the  Englifli  to  approach  very  near  to 
land  without  any  fliew  of  oppoftion;  but,  that  he 
had  concealed  a  howitzer,  and  placed  in  ambufcade 
fixty  men,  who  compofed'his  garrifon  ;  and,  that,  at 
the  very   moment  the  enemy  were  on  the  point  of 
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landing,  he  fell  upon  them,  at  the  head  of  his  brave 
men,  boarded  and  took  pofleffion  of  one  of  their 
floops,  and  alfo  a  32-pounder,  and  made  17  pri- 
foners  :  finally,  that  the  fire  from  his  howitzer  was 
direftcd  againft  the  other  (loops  with  fo  much  fuccefs, 
that  thev,  fliortly,  took  to  flight,  having  more  than 
100  men  killed  or  wounded.  The  Englifh  com- 
modore, thus  rtpulfed,  abandoned  his  dellgn  againft 
Ca'fFa,  and,  foon  after,  came  to  an  anchor  before 
Acre." 

Thefe  kind  of  miftatements,  we  fear,  are  too  com- 
mon :  and,  if  we  accept  the  narrative  of  Sir  Sidney, 
as  more  entitled  to  credit  in  this  inftance,  it  is,  be- 
caufe  the  French  ofKcers  have  fported  with  their  re- 
putation fo  much,  in  their  details  of  this  expedition, 
that  thev  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  belief! 

The  fiege  commenced  on  the  26tii  of  March  :  the 
Turks  made  a  fortle,  but  were  repulfed  wiih  lofs ; 
the  batteries  in  breach  and  the  crofs  batteries  were 
completed.  On  the  28th  field-pieces  only  were  ufed 
to  batter  the  tower  in  the  line  of  attack.  About  three 
in  the  ev£ning  a  breach  was  made;  at  the  fame  time 
a  mine,  which  was  pufhed  under  the  countcrfcarp, 
was  fprung,  which  did  little  execution.  The  breach 
was  deemed  as  practicable  as  that  of  Jaffii ;  but  the;, 
French  grenadiers  had  not  advanced  far  when  their 
courfe  was  arreted  by  a  folFe,  15  feet  deep,  con- 
nefted  with  a  good  couiuerfcarp.  The  fire  from  the 
place  was  terrible:  the  adjutants-general,  Efcale  and 
Lagnier,  were  killed.  An  impulfe  of  terror,  for  a 
momep.t,  unaccountably,  affeded  a  number  of  the 
Turks  ;  they  fled  towards  the  port,  but  foon  rallied 
and  returned  to  the  breach,  which  the  French  grena- 
diers in  vain  attempted  to  mount,  its  height  being 
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near  lo  feet  above  the  rubbifli.  This  ciicumfiance 
atfortled  the  Pacha  time  to  rally  his  forces  and  to 
afcend  to  the  parapet  of  the  tower,  whence  they 
fljowercd  down  ftones,  grenades, and  combuftible  ma- 
terials, upon  the  aflailants.  A  platoon  of  French 
orrenadiers,  who  arrived  near  the  foot  of  the  breacli,  , 
were  unable  to  advance  and  obliged  to  return  to  the 
trenches. 

The  taking  of  Jaffa  infpired  the  French  army  with 
a  degree  of  confidence  that  induced  them  to  regard 
the  works  at  Acre  as  of  little  importance;  they  feemed 
to  confider  as  an  ordinary  field  operation,  a  fiege 
which  required  all  the  refources  of  the  military  art ; 
the  more  fo,  as  they  were  deftitute  of  the  a'tillery 
and  the  ammunition  neceffary  for  the  attack  of  2  place 
furrounded  by  a  wall,  flanked  by  flrong  towers,  and 
environed  by  a  fofle^  with  a  fcarp  and  counterfcarp. 
The  befiege^,  elated  at  the  effeft  of  their  refinance, 
rnade,  on  the  30th,  a  fpirited  fortie,  but  were  re- 
pulfcd,  and  forced  to  retire  within  their  walls. 

On  the  ifl:  of  April  a  frigate  anchored  in  the  road 
of  CaiiTa.  The  chef-d'efcadron,  Lambert,  knew  the 
flag  to  be  Turkiflj ;  he  prevented  his  men  from  ap- 
pearing: the  frigate,  ignorant  that  Caiffa  was  in  the 
liand^  of  the  French,  fent  her  longboat  on  fliore,  with 
the  officer  leocnd  in  command,  and  20  men;  they 
landed  with  compofiire,  but  Lambert  furrounded  them 
with  his  foldiers  and  made  them  prifoners. 

The  Britifli  {hips  had  been  driven  from  Acre  by  a 
florm,  which  occafioned  the  Turks  to  be  left,  for  fome 
days,  alone  in  the  combat :  it  happened  fortunately- 
for  their,  that  previous  arrangements  laid  Buonaparte 
under  the  neceffity  of  drawing  off  a  great  part  of  his 
iorce  about  the  fame  tim.e. 
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Dgczzar  had  fenc  his  emiflaiies  among  the  Na- 
ploiizians,  and  to  the  cities  of  Sitlon,  Damalcus,  and 
Aleppo;  and,  with  them,  confiderable  fumsof  money, 
to  induce  all  the  MiifTuImen  in  thofe  partsj  who 
were  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  rife  en  tyiajf^^  for 
the  purpofe,  as  exprelled  in  the  firmans,  of  com- 
bating the  infid'els.  This  meafiire  produced  a  con- 
fiderable effect ;  large  bodies  of  troops  were  aHcm- 
bling  at  Damafcus,  and  magazines  were  eftablifliing 
at  the  fort  of  Tabarie,  which  was  occupied  by  the 
Maugrabin;.  In  expectation  of  thefe  forces,  Dgez- 
zar  caufed  frequent  forties  to  be  made,  during  ihe 
firfl:  da}  s  of  the  fiege,  which  the  French  fuppofed  to 
be  with  a  vir.w  of  facilitating  the  entry  of  thofe 
iorces,  Buonaparte,  therefore,  was  anxious  to  cffeft 
a  breach  before  their  arrival.  He  ordeied  that  a 
lodgement  in  the  touer,  wherein  a  breach  had  been 
made,  fliould  be  attempted  ;  but  the  Turks  had  filled 
the  breach  in  fuch  a  manner  with  fandbags,  timber, 
and  bales  of  cotton,  that  the  effort  was  imprac'^ica- 
^,J*k ;  and,  for  want  of  fome  battering  cannon,  and  a 
fufhcient  ftock  of  ammunition,  he  was  unable  to 
commence  a  new  attack.  In  the  meantime  he 
laboured  to  eftablifli  a  mine  under  the  tower,  to 
blow  it  up,  which  would  have  laid  open  tlie  place. 
This  was  an  undertaking  of  great  importance;  but, 
the  Turks  made  frequent  forties,  and  hindered  tiie 
operation. 

It  was  now  evident  that  the  place  would  not  be 
taken  by  a  roi//;  dc  /nain;  and  Buonaparte  faw  that 
iie  mufi  ufe  his  endeavours  to  prevent  the  reinforce- 
ments reaching  the  town.  General  Vial  was  dif- 
patched  to  Tyre,  where  the  inhabitants  had  armeil 
in  favour  of  the  Pacha,  with  orders  to  make  himfclf 
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mader  of  the  place.  He  arrived,  after  a  march  of 
eleven  hours,  through  roads  impalTable  to  artillery, 
and  dilcovered,  on  entering  the  plain,  the  veftiges 
of  an  ancient  fortrefs,  and  of  two  temules.  At  the 
approach  of  his  force,  the  inhabitants  were  alarmed, 
and  took  to  flight ;  he,  however,  quieted  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  by  promifing  to  protect  them;  and, 
having  left  a  garrifon  of  20.0  men  to  guard  the  place, 
he  quitted  Tyre  on  the  5th  of  April. 

Buonaparte  was  informed,  by  feme  Chriftians  from 
Damafcus,  that  a  confiderable  force,  compofed  of 
Mamelukes,  Janizaries  of  Damafcus,  Deletians,  Al- 
lepins,  and  Maugrahins,  was  preparing  to  pafs  the 
Jordan,  in  order  to  join  the  Arabs  and  Naplouzians, 
and  to  attack  the  French  before  Acre,  at  the  fame 
time  that  Dgezzar  fliould  make  a  grand  fortie,  fup- 
ported  by  the  fire  of  the  Englifli  veflels ;  he  wasi 
alfo  informed,  that  fome  troops  had  pafled  the  bridge 
of  Jacob  on  the  Jordan.  The  officer  who  com- 
manded the  advanced  pofts  at  Nazareth,  fent  intel- 
ligence that  another  column  had  pafTed  the  bridge 
called  Jefre-el-Meckaniej  and  had  advanced  to  Ta- 
barie,  that  the  Arabs  appeared  in  great  numbers  at. 
the  entrance  of  the  mountains  of  Naplouze,  and  that 
Tabarie  and  Genin  had.  received  confiderable  fup-^ 
plies  of  provifions. 

The  general  of  brigade,  Junot,  was  fent  to  ob- 
ferve  their  motions  ;  he  learned  that  the  Mahomedans 
were  affembling  in  confiderable  numbers  on  the 
heights  oi'  Loubi,  about  four  leagues  from  Nazareth, 
in  the  dircdlion  of  Tabarie,  and  that  fome  of  them 
had  advanced  to  the  vrilage  of  Loubi.  He  marched, . 
with  a  part  of  the  2d  light  ihfr.ntry,  three  compa- 
aies  of  the  19th,  confiding  of  about  350  men,  and 
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a  detachment  of  i6o  cavalry,  drafted  from  dlffjrenc 
corps,  for  the  purpofe  of  reconnoitring.  At  a  fliort 
dillancefrom  Ghafar-Kana,  he  perceived  the  enemy, 
on  an  eminence  near  Loubi  ;  he  piirfiied  his  march, 
turned  the  mountain,  and  found  himfelf  furrounded 
in  an  adjoining  plain,  by  a  body  of  about  3,000 
cavalry.  The  moft'  intrepid  of  thefe  rufiied  upOn 
his  force,  and  obliged  him  to  give  the  mof>  lirikin-g 
examples  of  courage  to  his  foldiers,  who  flicvved 
themfclves  uoitliv  of  their  intrepid  leader;  and 
difperfed  the  alfailants.  General  Junot,  with  his 
little  force,  gradually  gained  the  heights  near  Naza- 
reth, on  which  route  he  fought  for  the  fpace  of 
two  leagues.  Tiiis  affair  coft  the  French  60  men  ; 
which  was  a  more  ferious  lofs  to  them  than  the  600 
killed  of  the  natives  was  to  the  Turks. 

Buonaparte,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  en- 
gagement, ordered  General  Kleber  to  fet  out  from 
the  camp  before  Acre  with  the  remainder  of  the 
advanced  guard,  in  order  to  join  General  Junot  at 
Nazareth.  He  repaired  to  Nazareth  for  a  fupply  of 
provifions,  and  being  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
rot  quitted  their  [)ofition  near  ].oubi,  he  determined 
to  march  againft,  and  to  attack  them  the  next  day, 
the  22d  Germinal.  He  had  fcarcely  reached  th.e 
heighths  of  Sed  jara,  a  quarter  of  a  league  Irom 
Loubi,  and  a  league  and  a  lialF  from  Kana,  when 
the  enemy  dtfccnded  from  their  elevated  pofition, 
and  rofl)ed  into  the  plain.  General  Kleber  was  im- 
mediately furrounded  by  a  body  of  nearly  4,000 
cavalry,  and  five  or  fix  hundred  foot,  who  |)repared 
to  char;j,e  hiin  ;  this  the  General  anticipated  by  at- 
tacking the  cavalry,  and.  at  the  fame  time.  dire(!;tiii.-j^ 
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a  part  of  his  force  agaiiift  the  enemy's  camp,  near 
Sed-jara,  which  he  carried  ;  the  enemy  abandoned 
the  field  of  battle,  and  retreated  ixi  diforder  towards 
the  Jordan,  whither  he  could  not  pvirfue  them  for 
want  of  ammunition.  The  French  iricn  returned  to 
the  pofitions  of  Safarie,  and  of  Nazareth,  but  were 
not  long  fullered  to  remain  qui^t,  as  the  hordes  lately 
titfealed  were  joined  bv  an  immenfe  bodv  of  Sa- 
mnricans,  or  Naplouzians,  The  entire  force,  accord- 
ing to  General  Kiebei's  a.v.ounts,  wos  between  fif- 
teen and  ciohteen  thoufaiid  men  ;  bu-  the  exaeo'c* 
rated  ftaiements  of  the  iidiabitants  of  the  country 
increafcd  their  numbers  to  forty  or  fifty  tliouiand. 
Buonaparte  learned,  alio,  that  the  country  all. 
round  was  rifing  to  attack  the  pofts  which  he  had 
ftationed  in  the  wildernefs,  and  determined  that  a 
deciiive  battle  fhould  be  fought,  with  a  view  of  ef- 
feftually  fubduing  a  multitude,  who,  taking  advan- 
tage of  their  numbers,  harafied  him  with  a  defultory 
warfare,  alniofi  to  the  verge  of  his  camp.  He 
thought  that  if  once  routed,  thofe  people,  who  were 
under  no  neceffity  of  fighting,  would  place  little 
reliance  on  the  afiurances  of  Dgtzzar;  and  that  by- 
the  terror  of  his  arms  lie  fliould  convert  many  of 
them  into  friends.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the  dif- 
advantages  which  would  attend  an  a61ion  near  his. 
pofition  before  Acre;  he,  therefore,  gave  orders  for 
making  the  necelTary  difpoiitions  for  the  attack  at  a 
diftance,  and  to  force  them  to  repafs  the  Jordan. 
The  route  from  Damafcus,  in  croliing  the  Jordan, 
is,  either  on  the  right  of  the  lake  of  Tabaric,  by 
the  bridge  of  Jacob,  at  three  leagues  diftance  from. 
which  is  fituated  the  caftle  of  Saffet;  or,    on   the 
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left  of  that  lake,  by  the  bridge  of  ElrMeckanie,  a 
fliort  diftance  from  the  fort  of  Tabarie.  Thefe  two 
fortrcfles  are  to  the  right  of  the  Jurdan. 

General  Mural  marched  from  the  camp  before 
Acre  with  i,ooo  infantry,  and  a  regiment  of  ca- 
valry. He  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  all  poffible 
expedition  to  the  bridge  of  Jacob,  of  which  he  was 
to  take  poneflion,  in  order  to  attack  in  the  rear 
the  force  that  inverted  Saffet,  and  afterwards  to  join, 
as  foon  as  pradicable,  the  troops  under  General 
Kleber,  who  was  greatly  in  want  of  reinf  >rcements ; 
that  officer,  having  intimated  his  intentions  of  turn- 
ing the  enemy's  pofitions  at  Fouli  and  Tabarie,  and 
to  endeavour  to  furprife  them  by  night  in  iheir 
camps. 

Buonaparte  left  the  fiege  of  Acre  to  the  generals 
Regnier,  and  Lafne,  and  fet  out  from  the  camp, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry,  the  divifion  of 
General  Bon,  and  eight  field  pieces;  he  took  a 
pofition  on  the  heights  of  Safarie,  where  the  troops 
were  all  niuht  under  arms.  He  marched  towards 
Fouli,  through  the  defiles  which  branched  among  the 
mountains,  and  arrived  at  the  lieights,  from  whente 
Fowli  and  iMount  Tabcr  can  be  feen ;  he  perceived, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  three  leagues,  the  divifion 
of  General  Kleber  adually  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
whofe  force  appeared  to  be  about  25.000,  all  ca- 
valry, and  furrounding  the  French  troops,  who  did 
rot  exceed  2,000.  Buonaparte  formed  1  is  force 
into  three  fquares,  one  of  which  was  cavalry,  and 
prepared  for  turning  the  enemy  at  a  confiderable 
diftance,  in  ordtr  to  fefiarate  them  from  the  camp, 
cut  off  their  retreat  to  Jennin,  where  their  magazines 
were  eftabliflied,  and  to  drive  them  to  the  Jordan, 
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where  General  Murat  could  fuccefsfully,   and  finally, 
encounter  them.     The  cavalry,  under  the  command 
of  General  LeTurq,  with  two  light  field  pieces,  were 
ordered  lo  ftorm  the  camp  of  the  Mamelukes,  whils - 
the  infantry  advanced  againft  the  main  body. 

General  Kleber,  on  the  march  from  his  camp  at 
Safarie,  l\ad  been  led  aifray  by  the  guides,  and  re- 
tarded by  the  difficulties  of  the  vvay,  and  the  defiles  he 
had  to  paff;  he  was  unable  tocom.e  up  with  the  Mame- 
lukes, until  being  informedr  of  his  approach,  by  their 
advanced  pofts  on  the  heiglits  of  Harmon,  they  had 
time  to  make  preparations  for  his  reception.  General 
Kleber  formed  his  infantry  into  two  fquare  columns, 
and  occupied  Tome  ruins  in  his  front.  The  engmy 
ftationed  the  Naplouzian  infantry,  with  two  fmali  field 
pieces,  brought  by  camels,  in  the  village  of  Fouli:  all  the 
cavalry,  to  the  amount  of  25,000  lurrounded  the 
armv  of  Kleber,  but  without  fuccefs  :  everv  effort 
to  diflodge  it  was  defeated  by  fuperior  fliill";  the 
French  mufketry  and  grape  fhot  did  confiderable 
execution. 

Buonaparte,  on  arriving  within  half  a  league  from 
the  fc:ne  of  action,  ordered  General  Rampon  to 
march  directly  to  the  afliftance  of  Kleber's  divifion 
and  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  flanks  and  in  the  rear.  •. 
General  Vial  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Mountains 
of  Noures,  in  order  to  force  the  enemy  towards  the 
Jordan  ;  and  the  infantry  guides  were  commanded  to 
direct  the  courfe  of  the  remaining  troops  towards 
Jenin,  {o  as  to  intercept  their  retreat  to  that  quartdr. 
At  the  moment  the  columns  began  to  advance  in 
their  different  diredions,  an  eight  pounder  was  dif- 
charged.  General  Kleber  knowing  by  this  fignal 
t)f  the  approach  of  the  General  in  Chief,  no  longer  re- 
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malned  on  the  defenfive,  he  advanced  to  the  village 
of  Fouli,  which  he  attacked  and  carried  by  the  bayo- 
net; he  then  advanced  rapidly,  towards  the  cavalry, 
putting  all  thofe  who  refilled  bis  progrefs  to  the  fword  : 
at  the  fame  time  Generals  Rampon  and  Vial  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  towards  the  mountains  of 
Naplouze,  and  the  infantry  guides  fliot  fuch  as  at- 
tempted to  efcape  towards  Jenin.  Diforder  and 
hefitation  prevailed;  the  enemy  faw  their  retreat 
to  their  camp  intercepted,  they  were  cut  off  from 
their  magazines,  and  furrounded  by  their  adverfaries 
on  all  fides;  at  length  they  determined  to  feek  for 
refuo^e  in  the  rear  of  Mount  Tabor;  this  fituation 
they  gained,  and  retreated  during  the  nigbt,  over  the 
bridge  of  El-Mekanie;  fome,  in  endeavouring  to  pafs 
at  a  ford,  were  drowned  in  the  Jordan. 

General  Murat  had  diiven  the  Turks  from  their 
pofition  at  the  bridge  of  Jacob,  lurprifcd  the  {on  of 
the  Governor  of  Damafcus,  carried  his  camp,  killed 
a  wreat  number  of  men,  railed  the  blockade  of  Saf- 
fct,  and  purfued  the  enemy  feveral  leagues  on  the 
route  to  Damafcus.  Ti.e  column  of  cavalry,  under 
the  order  of  the  Adjutant-General  LeTurq,  had  fur- 
prifed  the  camp  of  the  Mamelukes.,  carried  off  500 
cameh,  with  all  their  provifions,  killed  a  great 
number  of  men,  and  made  250  prifoners.  Whilft 
the  army  remained  under  arms  at  Mount  Tabor, 
Buonaparte  reforted  to  his  ufiial  mode  of  encouraging 
the  troops,  by  reprefenting  thofe  trifling  advantages 
as  affairs  of  the  greateft  t  onfequence.  FroiT»  this 
jjoint,  intelligence  of  the  recent  fucccffes  were  dif- 
patched  to  the  different  corps  occupying  Tyre, 
Cefarea,    the  Catarat^s  of  the   Nile,     the   Pelufian 

VOL.  III. — NO. (XXIX.  N 


146  THE    LIFE    OF 

mouths,  Alexandria,  the  pofts  on  the  borders  of  the 
R^d  Sea,  at  the  ruins  of  Kolfum,  and  at  Arfinoe. 

The  Naplouzians  of  Nourcs,  Jenin  and  Fouli,  had 
not  ceafed,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  fiege  of 
Acre,  to  attack  the  convoys  of  the  French  army,  to 
keep  up  a  correfpondence  with  Dgezzar,  and  to  give 
him  every  affiflance  in  their  power;  thefe  hoftile  pro- 
ceedings holding  out  a  mofl  dangerous  example, 
Buonaparte  ordered  thefe  villages  to  be  burned,  and 
to  put  all  found  therein  to  the  fword.  General  Mu- 
rat  advanced  tc  Taborie,  where  he  took  pofTellion  of 
the  warlike  (lores  and  great  quantities  of  provifions, 
which  the  enemy  had  abandoned.  General  Kleber 
took  a  pofition  at  Nazareth  ;  he  was  ordered  to  oc- 
cupy the  bridg-'sof  Jacob  and  El-Mekanie,  the  caftles 
of  Saffet  and  Taborie,  and  charged  narrowly  to  watch 
the  banks  of  the  Jordan. 

The  refult  of  the  battle  of  mount  Tabor  was,  the 
difcomfiture  of  25,000  cavalry,  and  10,000  infantry, 
by  4000  French  troops;  the  capture  of  all  the 
enemy's  magazines  in  thefe  parts,  and  their  flight  to 
Damafcus. .  By  their  own  accounts  their  lofs  exceed- 
ed 5000  men  ;  and  they  were  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
how,  at  the  fame  moment,  thev  could  have  been  de- 
feated  on  a  line  extending  nine  leagues,  fo  liule 
notion  had  they  of  combined  operations. 

Buonaparte  now  returned  to  Acre,  imagining"  that 
he  had  accompli  filed  great  objefts  ;  but,  in  reality, 
he  had  been  merely  promoting  the  views  of  the 
Britifli  and  Turkifii  commanders. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

Buonajiarie  continues  the    Siege  of  Acre ^^J^arious   Ojit- 
rations  qf  the  Bejiegers  and  Bejiegei. 

IBUONAPARTE  now  being  informed  that  Ad- 
miral Perree  was  before  Jaffa,  and  that  lie  had  land- 
ed three  24,  and  fix  i8-pounders,  with  a  quantity  of 
ammunition;  he  gave  orders  that  Admial  Gan- 
theaume  fhould  cruife  with  the  frigates  between  the 
coails  of  Syria  and  Cyprus,  in  order  to  feize  on  the 
veflcis  whicli  were  convejing  {applies  of  ammunition 
and  provifions  to  Acre.  Some  Arabs,  pofted  in  tlie  en- 
virons of  Mount  Carmel,  at  the  delire  ot  Sir  S.  Smith 
and  the  PriCha,  interrupted  the  communications  of  the 
French  army.  General  Le  Turq  was  fent,  with  a 
corps  of  300  men,  in  order  to  difpcrfe  them ;  he 
furprifed  their  camp,  killed  6i,  and  brought  away  800 
head  of  c?>ttle,  which  were  ot  great  fL-rviie  to  the 
army.  But  ftill  Euonapartt-  had  etfeded  no  part  of 
his  objeft,  and  was  further  from  its  attainment  than 
on  his  :fir(i  arrival,  for  the  Britilh  Commodore  had 
caufed  fuch  formidable  works  to  be  eredted,  that  all 
further  attempts  were  ufelefs,  and  only  ferved  to 
iliew  the  (jeneral's  difregard  of  hu.aian  life.  At  the 
end  of  one  month  after  the  trenches  had  been  opened 
before  the  tov/n,  the  only  advantage  that  Buonaparte 
had  gained,  was,  that  his  army  had  killed  Major  Old- 
field,  Captain  Wilmot,  and  Colonel  Philhpeau,  three 
of  the  moft  able  officers  in  the  EngliQ)  army,  with  aa 
innncnfe  number  of  perfons  of  lefs  conlequence,  in 
the  numerous  forties  that  were  made  from  the  <'arri- 
fon.     The  fliips  and  boats  in  the  port  continued  to 
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annoy  his  cannp  inceffantly,  and  it  became  neces- 
fary,  in  the  opinion  of  Buonaparte,  that  decifive 
meafures  fliould  ftill  be  hazarded. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  a  mine  intended  to  blow  up 
the  tower,  near  the  breach,  was  completed,  anu  the 
batteries  were  opened  upon  the  place.  The  mine 
was  fet  fire  to,  but  a  fiibterraneons  pafiage  under  the 
tower  prefenting  a  line  that  weakened  the  lefiftance, 
the  mine  blew  up  but  on  one  fide  of  the  tower,  and  the 
breach  remained  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  be  difficult  of 
accefs  as  before.  Buonaparte  ordered  30  grenadiers 
to  get  into  the  tower,  and  reconnoitre  its  means 
of  communication  with  the  reft  of  the  fortrefs:  thev 
advanced  as  far  as  the  ruins  under  the  arch  of  the 
iipper  flory,  but  the  Allies,  who  kept  up  a  communi- 
cation by  means  of  the  narrow  vaulted  pafiages,  and 
who  were  in  polTeflion  of  the  ruins  of  the  upper 
arches,  fhowered  down  fuch  quantities  of  burning 
materials  upon  them,  that  thofe  who  were  not  entirely 
difabled  haftily  retreated. 

On  the  25th,'  in  the  evening,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  effeft  a  lodgment  in  the  firil  ftory,  and  workmen 
were  employed  leveral  hours  for  the  purpofe  of  render- 
ing it  more  praiiicablc  :  but  the  Turks  allowed  them 
to  approach  the  breach  only  to  get  them  within  their 
power;  they  threw  down  burning  materials  upon 
tiiem,  and  compelled  them  again  to  retire  from  the 
tower. 

The  Britifli,  in  order  to  defend  their  front  of  attack, 
of  which  almoft  all  the  cannon  were  difmounted,  rati 
out  a  ravelin  on  each  fide  of  the  enemy's  approach, 
which  was  worked  by  the  Englifli  marines,  under  a 
conftant  cannonade  from  the  French  ;  batteries  were 
alfo  formedj  v^hich  advantageoufly  flanked  the  towe/ 
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and  the  breach.  The  Englifh  and  the  Turks  labour- 
ed at  thefc  works  without  ceffation,  and  every 
ftep  was  taken  to  incrcafe  the  effed  of  the  fire  from 
the  flanking  batteries,  and  to  prepare  for  a  counter 
attack  againft  the  trenches  of  the  befiegers.  Under 
cover  of  the  fire  from  the  towers  and  elevated  wallsr 
they  formed  their  outworks  with  a  degree  of.  facility  ; 
and  it  was  evidently  iinpoffible  for  the  French  to 
make  any  impreflion  without  a  far  fuperior  artillery^ 
and  a  greater  quantity  of  ammunition  than  they  were 
provided  with  :  feveral  times  did  they  carry  thele 
works,  but  were  always  driven  from  them. 

On  the  ist  of  May  four  i8-pounder3  were  directed 
againft  the  tower,  for  the  purpofe  of  widening  the 
breach  ;  in  the  evening  2,0  grenadiers  were  ordered 
to  efFeft  a  lodgment  in  the  to^ver,  and,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  fuccceded;  but  they  were  expofed  to  a  crofs  fire 
of  the  marines  m  the  fofle,  and,  feeling  the  impofli- 
bility  of  palling  through  the  tower,  defifted  from  the 
attempt.  At  the  moment  the  grenadiers  were  mounting 
the  breach  at  the  tower  the  befieged  made  a  flrong 
fortie  from  their  right;  liiey  were  charged  by  two  com- 
panies of  grenadiers  with  fuch  impetuofity  and  effefl, 
that  all  thofe  who  could  not  retire  under  (he  protec- 
tion of  the  fire  from  the  gunboats,  were  cut  off  or 
driven  into  the  Tea. 

Buonaparte  gave  orders  that  a  fecond  breach 
fliould  be  made  in  the  curtain  of  the  fortifications  to 
the  Eaftvvard  :  a  Tapping  againft  the  foUts,  and  the 
formation  of  a  mine,  in  order  to  blow  up  the  counter, 
fcarp,  were  alfo  ordtred.  Until  the  4th  of  May  the 
works  and  operations  of  the  befiegers  and  the  be- 
fieged were  carried  on  with  great  ardour  and  aifiivity  ; 
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when  the  ammunition  of  the  French  began  to  fail, 
and  Buonaparte  ordered  the  fire  to  be  llackened.  Per-: 
ceiving  this,  the  befieged  carried  on  their  Tapping' 
with  greater  aftivity  than  ever,  particularly  that  oa 
the  right,  the  objeft  of  which  was  to  prevent  the 
French  Tapping  from  communicating  with  the  new 
mine.  At  ten  o'clock  at  night,  feme  companies  of 
grenadiers  began  to  florm  the  outworks ;  the  Turkifti 
advanced  guard  was  furprifed,  many  of  them  put  to 
the  fword,  the  works  taken  pofTeffion  of  and  three  of 
the  guns  fpiked  ;  but  the  fire  of  the  place,  (o  which 
thefe  works  were  completely  expofed,  prevented  the 
Frejich  remaining  long  enough  to  deftroy  them,  and 
they  were  re-entered  by  their  former  poflenbrs.  The 
main  object  of  the  befieged  wastocountcrad  the  mine, 
which  was  ijitended  for  blowing  up  the  counterfcarp 
that  had  been  formed  in  front  of  the  new  breach  in 
the  curtain,  and  at  this  they  laboured  with  the  greateft 
aiuvitv.  In  the  morning  of  the  6th  thev  made  ex- 
traordinary  exertions  for  the  purpofe,  but  notfucceed^ 
ing  to  their  wifiies,  they  immediately  determined  to 
cut  through  their  counterfcarp,  as  near  as  pcffible  to 
the  mine  ;  at  three  o'clock  the  French  perceived  that 
they  were  opening,  by  a  cove/t  Tapping,  the  mafk  of 
the  mine;  Buonaparte  cannonaded  therri,  but  the 
mifchief  v^as  done;  the  mine  was  completely  counter- 
worked, a  vent  opened,  and  the  fran,"       ieftroyed. 

The  cid  breach  at  the  tower  nov.  appeared  the 
only  point  ajjainft  which  he  could  direct  his  attacks 
with  anv  profped  of  iuccefs.  Buonaparte,  therefore, 
ifTued  orders,  that,  in  the  nij^ht  between  the  6th  and 
7th,  the  troops  fiiould  pcfiefj,  themfelves  of  the  out- 
works, which  were  erected  for  flanking  the  breach,, 
and  particularly  that  which  crowned  the  glac^is,  near 
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the  firft  mine;  tliat  the  attack  fliould  be  made  as  ex- 
peditioiifly  as  poffible :  and  that  all  (hofe  who  occu- 
pied the   works  fliould  be  put  to  the  fword,  and  a 
lodi^ment  therein  feciired.     Thefe  orders  were  partly 
effcfttd  by  the  riflemen  of  the  87th,    and  a  body  of 
grenadiers,  who  gained  pofleflion  of  the  works,  except 
thofe  which  crowned  the  glacis,   near  the  old  mine^ 
and  flanked  the  tower;   they  were,  however,  checked 
by  the  terrible  fire  from  the  town,  which  rendered  all 
thefe  defperate  efforts  unavailing,  and  compelled  the 
goaded  foldiers,  once  more,  to  retire,  with  great  lofs. 
On  the  7th  of  May  30  fail  of  Turkifli  fliips  arrived 
at  Acre,  from  the  Ifland  of  Rhodes,  laden  with  flores 
and  provifions  for  the  befieged,  and  brought,  befides, 
a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  troops ;  they  were- 
under  convoy  of  acarava-1  and  feveral  armed  corvettes, 
commanded  by  Halfan  Bey.      Buonaparte  difcovered 
this  fleet  as  foon  as  it  hove  in  figl.t;  and,  anxious  that 
fome  deciflve  operation  fliould  take  place  before   the 
arrival  of  the  fuccoiirs,  gave  orders  that  a  rcneual  of 
the  attack  fliould  take  place  during  the  night.     At 
ten  o'clock  the  fire  of    the  befiegers   vvas^  increafed 
tenfold,  the  ravelin?,   the  work  upon  the  glacis,   and 
the  tower  upon  the  breach,  were  all  carried,   and  a 
lodjrenient  made  in   the  tower.     The    iHtli  and    1,26 
demi-brigades  filled  up  the  newly  conflrut^ted  works 
with  tlie  bodies  of  ihtir  flain  ;  they  (piktd  a  number 
of  cannon  ;  and  neither  fiiffercd  the  determined   re- 
fiftance  of  the  Anglo-Tuiks,  nor  the  tremendous  fire 
from  the  batteries  to  retyrJ  their  progrefs.  Never,  on 
any  occafion,  v.  ns  mc^re  valorr  or  intrepitiitv  difj;laved 
than  upon  this  occafion.     Generals  Bon,  Vial,  and 
Rampon,    were    at    (he   he.;d  of  the   demi-brigades, 
and    afforded  the  molt  fluking  examples  of  active 
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couia^e  combined  with  cool  determination,  Beyer, 
chief  of  the  i8th,  was  killed  in  this  attack;  and 
150  of  thofe  intrepid  fellows,  17  of  them  officers, 
were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  flanking  fire  from  the  fnipping  was,  as  ufual,. 
plied  to  the  utmoft,  but  with  lefs  effeft  than  here- 
tofore,   as   the  French   had    thrown  up  epaulments 
and  traverfes  of  fufficient  thicknefs  to  proted  them 
from  it.     The   guns  that    could   be   worked  to  the 
greatefl  advantage  were,  a  French  brafs  18-pounder 
in  the  Ligh.thoufe  Caftle,  manned  from  the  Thefeus,. 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Scroder,  mafter's-mate, 
and  the  laft  mounted  24.-pounder  in  the  North  ra- 
velin, manned   from  the  Tigre,  under  the  direftion 
of    Mr.    Jones,    midfiiipman :     thefe    guns,    being 
within  grape  diftance  of  the  head  of  the  attacking, 
cojuran,  added   (o   the  Turkifh  mufketry,  did  great 
execution,    and   were  higidy   creditable   to  the  two 
officers,  whofe  indefatigable  vigilance  and  zeal  me- 
rited the  warmeft  praife.    Two  68-pound  carronades, 
belonging  to  the  Tigre,  were  mounted  in  two  germes 
lying  in    the  moie,   and   worked  under  the  diredion 
of  Mr.  Bray,  carpenter  oi  that  ftiip,  threw  fliells  into- 
the  centre  of  the  French   column,  and  checked  it 
coniiderably.     Sail,  however,   they  gained  ground, 
and  Generals  Lafnes  and  Rombaud,  witl^  200  vnen, 
made  a  lodgment  in  tfie  fccond  (lory  of  the  North- 
eaft   tower;  the  upper  par:  be  jg  entii   iy  b  riered 
down,  and  ihe  ruins  In  tiie  dit.  "i  forming  the  afcent 
by   v\hich  they  mounted.     Dav-light  difcovered  the 
French   ftandard   on   the  outer  an;:ie  of  the  tower. 
The  fi;e  of  the   Ixfieced   was  mu^li   Slackened,   in 
comparifon  to  tiiat  of  the  befiegers,  and  the  nank- 
'   ing  fire  was  become  of  lefs  etfect ;  the  French  having 
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covered  themfelvcs  in  this  lodgment,  and  the  ap- 
proach to  it,  by  two  traverfcs  acrofs  the  ditch  (wliich 
they  had  conllrmfted  under  the  fire  that  had  been 
oj)poled  to  them  duiing  the  whole  of  the  night)  and 
which  were  compofed  of  fand-bags,  and  the  bodies 
of  their  dead  built  in  with  them,  thtir  bayonets  only 
being  vifible  above  them.  HafTan  Bey's  troops  were 
in  the  boats,  though,  as  yet,  but  half-way  to  lliore : 
this  was  the  moil  critical  point  of  the  conieft  for 
the  Englidi  and  Turkifli  commanders,  and  their 
iilmolt  exertions  were  ncceiraryto  preferve  the  place 
till  the  boats  could  arrive.  Accordingly,  Sn-  Sidney 
Smith  landed  his  boats  at  the  mole,  and  took  the 
crews  up  to  the  breach,  anr.ed  with  pikes.  The 
enthuliaftic  gratitude  of  the  Turks,  men,  women, 
and  children,  nt  fight  of  fuch  a  reinforcement;  at 
fuch  a  time,  was  not  to  be  defcribed.  Many  fugi- 
tives were  encouraged  to  return  to  the  breach,  which 
was  yet  defended  by  a  fev,-  brave  Turks,  whofe  moft 
deftruflive  mlflilc  weapons  were  heavy  (lones,  which, 
flriking  the  afTailants  on  the  head,  overthrew  th.e 
forcmoll  down  the  flope,  and  impeded  the  progrefs 
of  the  reft.  Dgezzar  Pacha  hearing  that  the  Engliih 
were  on  the  breach,  quitted  his  ftntion,  where,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  Turkifli  cuftom,  he  was  fit- 
ting to  reward  fuch  as  fliould  bring  him  the  heads 
of  the  enemy,  and  diftributing  mulket  cartridges 
with  his  own  bands,  and,  coming  behind  them,  pulled 
them  down  with  vii)lence  ;  faying,  "If  any  harm  hap- 
pened to  his  Englifli  friends,  all  was  loft."  This 
amicable  conteft,  as  to  who  fliould  defend  the  breach, 
occafioncd  a  rufti  of  Turks  to  the  fpot,  and  thus 
time  was  gained  for  the  arrival  of  the  firft  body  of 
Hadkn  Bey's  troops.    'Jhe  garrifon,  animated  by  the 
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appearance  cf  fiich  a  reinforcement,  was  now  all  oa 
foot,  and  there  being  conlequently  enough  to  de- 
fend  the    brt:acH,"~Sir  Sidney  Smith  gave  directions 
to  the  colonel,  Solc-mon  Aga,  to  get  pofieffion  of  the 
enemy's  third  parallel,  or  neareft  trench,  and  there 
fortify    himfelf,    by   fliifting    the    parapet    outwards. 
The  gates  were  opened,   and  the  Tuiks  ruflicd  out; 
but  they  were  not  equal   to  fiich  a  movement,  and 
were  driven  back  to  the  town,  with  lofs.      Mr.  }3ray, 
however,  protefied  the  town-gate  efficacioufly,  with 
grape,  from  the  68-pounders.   The  fortie  obliged  the 
enemy  to  expofe  themfelves  above  their  parapets,  fo 
that  the  flanking  fire  brought  down  numbers  of  them, 
and  drew  their  force  from  the  breach,  and  the  fmall 
iium,ber  remaining  on  the  lodgment  were  killed  or 
difperfed  by  a  few  hand  grenades,  rhrown  by  Mr. 
-Savage,  midfliipman  of  the  Thelitis.     The  enemy 
began  a  new  breach,  by  an  incelFant  fire  direded  to 
the  Southward  cf  the  lodgment,  every  fliot  knocking 
down  whole  fheets  of  a  v/all  much  lefs  folid   than 
that  of  the  tower,   on  v/hich  tliey  bad  expended  fo 
much  time  and  ammunition.    The  group  of  generals 
and  aid-du-camps   which    the  fliells    from    the  68- 
pounders  had  frequently  diiperfed,  now  re-alTembled 
on    Richard   Coeur   de  Lion's  Mount.     Buonaparte 
was  diftinguifhable  in  the  centre  of  a  femicircle ;  his 
gefticulations  indicated  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  and 
his  difpatching  an   aid-du-camp  to  the  camp  fliewed 
that  he  waited  only  for  a  reinforcement.     Sir  Sidney 
made  liis  arrangements  accordingly,  and  gave  direc- 
tions for  Haflan  Bey's  fliips  to  take  their  ftations  in 
the  fhoal  water  to   the  Southward,   and   the  Tigrc 
received  orders  to  weigh,  and  join  the  Thefeus  to  the 
Northward.    A  little  before  funfet,  a  maffive  coIun:in 
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appeared  advancing  to  the  breach  with  a  folemn  ftep. 
The  Pacha's  idea  was,  not  to  defend  the  breach  this 
tim.',  but  rather  to  let  a  certain  number  of  the  enemy 
in,  and  then  clofe  with  them,  according  to  the  Turkifli 
mode  of  war.  The  cohmin  thus  mounted  the  breach 
iinmolefted,  and  defcended  from  the  rampart  into 
the  Pacha's  garden,  where,  in  a  very  few  minutes, 
tlie  braved  and  mofl:  advanced  among  them  lay  head- 
Icfs  corpfes,  the  faijre,  with  the  addition  of  a  dagger 
in  the  other  hand,  proving  more  than  a  match  for 
the  bayonet ;  the  reft  retreated  preci[>itately ;  and 
General  Lafne,  who  was  feen  manfully  encouraging 
his  men  to  mount  the  breach,  was  carried  oif 
wounded  by  a  mufket  Hiot.  Much  confufion  arofe 
in  the  town  from  the  aftual  entry  of  the  French,  it 
having  been  impofilble,  nay,  impolitic,  to  give  pre- 
vious information  to  everybody  of  the  mode  of 
defence  adopted,  left:  the  French  fhould  come. to  a 
knowledge  of  it,  Uv  means  of  th^ir  numerous  emifla- 
ries.  The  French  now  imagined  that  their  work 
was  done,  and  prefTed  forward  with  additional  cou- 
rage, and  they  were  greatly  favoured  by  the  difficulty 
that  the  Turks  found  in  diftini^uifliing  thtir  friends 
from  their  enemies.  The  Euglifli  uniform,  which 
had  hitherto  fervcd  as  a  rallying  point  for  the  old 
garrifon,  wherever  it  appeared,  was  now  miftakcn 
for  French,  the  newly  arrived  Turks  not  diftinguifli- 
inor  bttween  one  hat  and  another  in  the  crowd; 
and  thus  many  a  fevere  blow  of  a  fabre  was  parried 
by  the  Englifli  officers,  among  which  Colonel 
Douglafs,  Mr.  Ives,  and  Mr.  Jones,  had  ►nearly  loft 
their  live?,  as  thev  were  forcing  their  way  tlirougli 
a  torrent  of  fugitives;  the  miftakc  was  corrci'^ed  by 
the  Pacha's  exertions,  aided  by   Mr.  Trotter,  who 
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had  juft  arrived  withHaflan  Bey.  The  breach  being 
perfeftly  praflicable  for  50  men  a- breaft,  nothing 
but  the  mod  determined  courage  could  refift  the 
impecuofity -of  the  French  troops;  a  clofe  combat 
enluecl,  and  man  to  man  fought  with  the  greateft 
fury.  General  Rombaud  was  killed,  and  Buonaparte 
favv  that  his  troops  were  likely  to  fuffer  fo  much  by 
continuing  the  conteft,  that  he  gave  them  orders  to 
retreat. 

On  returning  to  their  camp,  the  French  learned, 
through  Admiral  Gantheaume,  that  Admiral  Perree, 
while  cruifmg  before  Jaffa,  had  taken  two  vefTtls, 
that  had  feparated  from  the  Turkrfn  fleet ;  on  board- 
thefe  were  found  fix  pieces  of  field  artillery,  a  con- 
fidcrable  quantity  ef  harnefief,  and  provillons; 
150,000  Hvres  in  fpecie,  400  folaiers,  and  the  Com- 
miflary  of  the  Turkifli  fleet.  On  the  perfon  of  this 
officer,  was  foiuid  a  llatement  of  the  number  of 
troops  embarked  in  the  fleer,  and  of  the  quantity  of 
warlike  (lores  and  provifions;  and  the  French  un- 
derftood  from  him,  that  the  fleet  made  part  of  an 
armament  for  an  intended  expedition  againfi:  Alex- 
andria, combined  with  one  which  Dgezzar  had  un- 
dertaken by  land;  but,  that  on  receiving  the  intel- 
.ligence  of  the  unforefeen  "  attack  upon  St.  John 
d'Acre,  they  had  difpatched  the  fltet,  together  with 
the  troops,  the  utmoll  force  they  could  then  collect, 
to  the  rehef  of  that  place.  This  change  in  their 
defl:ination  took  place  at  the  prefling  requeft  of  Sir 
Sidney  Smith. 

During  the  day  and  night  of  the  9th  of  May  the 
French  batteries  continued  to  fire;  the  loth,  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  Buonaparte  clofely  viewed 
the  breach,  and  gave  orders  for  a  new  aUault.     The 


NAPOLEON     BUONAPARTE.  157 

riflemen  of  the  different  divifions,  the  grenadiers 
of  the  15th  and  t9th,  and  the  carbineers  of  the 
2d  light  infantry,  mounted  the  breach;  they  furprikd 
the  outpolls,  and  put  thofe  found  therein  to  the 
fword  ;  but  their  progrefs  was  flopped  by  fome 
newly  Ibrmed  intrenchments,  which  they  were  ut- 
terly unable  to  iorce  ;  they  were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  retreat  in  conlufion.  The  firing  from  the  bat- 
teries continued  the  whole  day ;  at  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon the  grenadiers  of  the  25th  demi-brigade 
folicitcd  from  Buonaparte  the  honour  of  being 
permitted  to  begin  the  alfault;  their  requcft  was 
granted  :  they  ruflied  forward,  but  the  Anglo-Turkifli 
troops  had  formed  a  fecond  and  a  third  line  of 
defence,  to  Iorce  which  required  an  entire  new 
difpofition ;  the  troops,  therefore,  were  again  or- 
dered to  retreat.  The  three  laft  aflaults  coll  the 
army  about  »oo  killed,  and  500  wounded  ;  among 
the  latter  was  General  Bon,  who  afterwards  died 
of  his  wounds.  The  Adjutant-general  FouI.t,  Ve- 
noux,  chief  of  the  25th,  and  the  afliftants  to  the 
adjutant-generals,  Pinault  and  Gerbault,  and  Citi- 
zen Croifier,  aide  de  camp  to  the  General  in  Chieli 
»ere  alfo  mortally  wounded.  Citizen  Arrighy,  aide 
de  camp  to  General  Berthier,  and  the  afliRants  to 
the  adjutants-general,  Netherwocd  and  Monpatris, 
vere  feverely  wounded.  The  rear  of  the  parallels, 
and  the  whole  fpace  between  the  two  armies,  was 
covered  with  dead  bodies,  the  flench  of  which 
bejrame  intolerable,  and  obliged  the  Frend:  to  dcfifl 
for  a  time,  from  any  further  operation. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


Contimialion  of  the  Siege  of  Acre.^ryocla7nation  of 
the  Porte^  by  Sir  Sidney  Smithy  to  the  French  Army. — 
Buonaparte  raifes  the  Siege  <f  Acre. — His  Proclamation 
to  his  Army. — Sir  Sidney  Smithes  important  Difjiatchet 
en  the  Siege  being  raifed. 

IBuONAPARTE  now  wrote  to  the  Pacha  to  de- 
/ire  a  truce,  for  the  purpole  of  enabling  both  fides 
to  bury  their  dead,  and  demanded  an  exchange  of 
prifoners ;  but,  as  he  made  no  mention  of  the  Eng- 
lifii  Commander,  Dgezzar  paid  Sir  bidney  Smith  the 
compliment  of  leaving  the  anluer  entirely  to  him. 
No  anfwer  was  fent  to  the  propofal  till  the  17th,  fix 
days  after  it  had  been  received  ;  and  the  bearer  of 
the  difpatch  carried  with  him  the  following 

PROCLAMATION, 

The  Minijler  0/  //f(?  S  u  B  L  i  M  E  P  o  r  t  E  to  the  Genera/s,  Of- 
ficer s,  and  Soldiers,  of  the  French  Army  i?i  Fgypt. 

"  The  French  Direftory,  entirely  forgetting  the  rights 
of  nations,  has  led  you  into  an  error,  beguiled  your  good 
faith,  and,  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  war,  fent  you  to 
Egypt,  a  country  fubjeft  to  the  dominion  of  the  Sublime 
Porte,  perfuading  you  that  it  could  confent  to  the  invafion 
of  its  territories. 

"  Can  you  doubt,  that,  in  thus  fending  you  to  a  diftant 
region,  its  fole  end  has  been  to  exile  you  from  France,  to 
plunge  you  into  an  abyfs  of  dangers,  and  to  confign  you 
to  deftruftion  ?  If,  under  a  total  ignorance  of  your  fitua- 
tion,  you  have  entered  the  land  of  Egypt  ;  if  you  have 
ferved  as  the  inftruments  of  a  violation  of  treaties,  hitherto 
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unknown  among  powers,  is  it  not  fnlely  through  the  per- 
fidy of  your  Dirtdtors  r  Yts,  wiihout  doubt.  Ev'v^ir,  how- 
ever, nmll  be  delivered  from  an  invafiorv  fo  iniquitous, 
In.uiinerable  armies,  f(jr  that  purpofe,  are  this  moment 
on  their  march,  and  immcnfe  fleets  already  cover  the 
fens. 

"  Thofe  among  you,  of  whatever  rank,  who  wifli  to 
withdraw  from  the  perils  that  await  you,  mufi,  vvfithout 
delay,  raanifcil  your  intentions  to  rhe  commanders  of  the 
marine  and  iand  forces,  of  the  Allied  Powers  ;  and  you 
may  relt  alTurcd  of  being  conducted  to  thofe  places,  to 
which  you  arc  defirotis  of  proceeding,  and  that  you  iiuil 
be  furnirtied  with  paH'parts,  in  order  that  you  may  not  be 
mole  (led  on  your  ruute  by  the  cruifcrs,  or  fquadrons  of 
the  Allied  rjwcrs.  Haften,  therefore,  in  time,  to"  take 
advantage  of  the  benign  inientions  of  the  Sublime  Porte, 
and  reg.ird  this,  as  a  propitious  ofTi-r  of  extricating  your- 
I'elvcs  from  the  frightful  abyfs  inio  which  you  have  been 
plunged. 

*'  Dc'>i£  nt  C'jujlaniinople,  lite  i  \th  of  the  Moon  Rama- 
zaty    the  year  of  Hegtra    1213,    {Febritary    ^t/i, 

>799-  ) 
"  I,  the  underfigned  MiniRer  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
King  of  England,  at  the  Oitotnan  Porte,  at  prcfent  com- 
manding the  comhined  fleet,  before  Acre,  certify  the  au- 
thenticity of  this  Prociamaticn,  and  guarantee  the  execu- 
tijn  of  it. 

(Signed)  Sidnky  Smith." 

"  On  board  the  T/j^ie,  loth  of  M.iy,  i799-" 

This  Proclamation  gave  great  offence,  as  wt  II  as 
an  ex|)reflion  in  the  aiifwer  to  the  propolal,  "  Dues 
he  not  know,  afked  Sir  Sidney,  "  that  it  is  for  nie  to 
diipoie  of  the  ground  that  lies  under  my  artillery  !" 
—The  firing  conlif^ucu  "'    .«^i^  (ides. 

About    this    ptii-         •  ■"■■  ••••ceivcd    intelli- 

gence of  WW..  n- 
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pearcd  to  be  conneded  with  a  general  fyftem  of 
extern-^i  attack  meditated  againft  the  French  in 
Egypt.  At  Cairo,  and  in  the  other  principal  towns, 
the  public  tranquillity  was  not  difturhed  in  the 
fmalleft  degree ;  but  in  the  provinces  of  Beniflief, 
Charkie,  and  Bahere,  it  was  with  very  great  dif- 
ficulty that  chefe  difturbances  were  quelled,  not- 
withftandlng  all  the  activity  of  the  French  troops 
and  generals.  The  mod  alarming  news,  however, 
was,  that  an  Englifli  frigate  had  approached  Suez, 
whence  it  was  to  be  feared  that  a  force  might  be  landed 
in  that  quarter,  which  would  place  llie  army  between 
two  fires  ;  and  it  appeared  no  longer  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  choice  whether  the  fiege  (hould  be  raifed, 
and  the  army  take  the  only  chance  remaining  of 
faving  iifelf.  Two  months  had  neaily  elapfed,  and 
the  undertaking  feemed  more  difiicult  than  ever; 
indeed,  Buonaparte  now  only  waited  under  the  wails 
till  he  could  find  an  excufe  for  abandoning  his  en- 
terprife;  doubtlefs,  he  trufted  to  his  ingenuity  to  help 
him  out,  and  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  interval  to 
call  in  his  outpofts,  and  to  fend  forward  his  fick 
and  wounded ;  at  length,  when  he  thought  he  could 
tell  a  good  ftory  to  the  army,  he  announced  his 
determination  to  return  to  Egypt,  in  the  following 

PROCLAMATION. 

At  Head  QarUrs,  before  Acre,  the  z'ith  Floreal,  {x^th  May) 

Bonaparte,  General  in  Chief, 

"Soldiers 
"  You  have  traverfed  the  defart  which  feparatcs  Africa 
froai    Aiia,  with  the  rapidity  of  an  Arab  force  I 
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"Tlicsrmy,  which  was  on  its  march  to  invade  Egypt,  is 
dtftroyed  ;  you  have  taken  its  general,  its  field  ai  tilltry, 
camels,  and  its  baggage  i  you  have  t.ikcn  al!  the  fortintd 
por!s  which  fecure  the  wells  of  the  Defart,  and  you  have  dis- 
perfed,  in  the  diftrifls  of  Mount  Tabor,  thofc  fwarms  of 
brigands,  collected  from  all  parts  of  Afia,  in  the  hope  of 
fliaring  the  plunder  of  Egypt, 

"  Thethirry  (hips,  which, twelve  days  fince,  youfaw  enter 
the  port  of  Acre  with  troops,  were  dtftincd  for  an  attack, 
upon  Alexandria  j  have  been  compelled  to  hafttn  to  the 
relief  of  Acre,  and  feveral  of  their  ftandards  will  contribute 
to  adorn  your  triumphal  entry  into  Egypt. 

"Finally,  after  having,  with  a  handful  of  men,  maintained 
the  war,  during  three  months,  in  the  heart  of  Syria,  taken 
forty  pieces  of  cannon,  fifty  (land  of  co'ours,  fix  th.'u'and 
prifoners,  and  rafed  or  dcftroycd  the  fortiticatioi>s  of 
Gaza,  Jatfi,  CaiiT.i,  and  of  Acre,  wc  prepare  to  return  to 
Egypt,  where  the  approaching  Ital'jn  for  landing  im- 
petiouflv  calls  for  our  prerencc. 

"  A  few  days  longer  might  give  you  the  hope  of  t:iking 
the  Pacha  in  his  palace;  bur,  at  this  feafon,  the  caftle  of 
Acre  is  not  worth  the  lofs  of  thofc  days,  nor  of  thofc  brave 
foldiers  who  mud  fall  in  the  time,  and  are  now  nccclfary 
for  more  effcntial  fervices. 

"  Soldiers  ! — we  have  yet  a  toiif'"me  and  perilous  tafk  ro 
pcrfoim.  After  having  fecurcd  ourftlves  from  attacks  from 
the  Eaftward  this  campaign,  it  will,  pulinps,  be  ntctfTary 
we  fhould  repel  the  efforts  made  from  the  Well.  You  will^ 
in  that  cafe,  have  new  cpportunitics  of  acquiring  glory  ; 
and  if,  eni^aged  in  fo  inany  encounters,  each  day  is  maikcd 
by  the  death  of  a  brave  comrade,  fic(h  foldicrs  will  come 
forward,  and  fupply  the  ranks  of  that  fele-ft  number,  which 
bell  gives  an  irreGitable  impuUe  in  the  moment  of  danger, 
and  commands  victory.  "  \ 

On  the   20th  of  May  at  nine  in  the  fvening,  the 
Ifticiale  wai  beat,  anil  tiiefiege.  which  laled  Co  d^\^^ 
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after  the  opening  of  the  trenches,  was  raifcd  ;  but  as 
the  conclufion  of  the  f^ruggle  has  been  fo  ably  ftated 
by  the  Eritifh  Commander,  it  would  be  doing  in- 
juftice  to  our  Hiflory  to  fupprefs  his  own  Difpatch. 

"   Tigre,  at  anchor  off  Jaffa,  May  30,  1795. 
«  My  Lord, 

The  providence  of  Almighty  God  has  been  wonderfully 
manifefted,  in  the  defeat  and  precipitate  retreat  of  the 
French  army,  the  means  we  had  of  oppofing  its  gigantic 
efforts  againft  us  being  totally  inadequate,  of  themfelves,  to 
the  produ£lion  of  fuch  a  refult.  The  meafure  of  their  ini- 
quities feems  to  have  been  filled  by  the  maffacre  of  the 
Turkifh  prifoners  at  Jaffa,  in  cool  blood,  three  days  after 
their  capture  :  and  the  Plain  of  Nazareth  has  been  the 
boundary  of  Buonaparte's  extraordinary  career.  He  raifed 
the  fiege  of  Acre  on  the  2cth  May,  leaving  all  his  heavy 
artillery  behind  him,  either  buried  or  thrown  into  the  fca, 
where,  however,  it  is  vifible,  and  can  eafily  be  weighed. 
The  circumftances  which  led  to  this  event,  fubftquent  to 
my  lafi  difpatch  of  the  9th  inftant,  are  as  follows  : 

Conceiving  that  the  ideas  of  the  Syrians,   as  to  the  fup- 
pofed  irrefiftible  prowefs  of  thefe  invaders,  muft  be  changed, 
fince  they   had  witneffed  the   checks  which  the  befieging 
army  daily  met  with  in  their  operations  before  the  town  of 
Acre,  I  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  the  princes  and  chiefs  of 
the  Chriftians  of  Mount  Lebanon,  and  alfo  to  the  Sheiks  of 
the   Drufes,  recalling  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  Jand 
engaging  them  to  cut  off  the  fupplies  from  the  French  camp. 
1   fent  them,   at  the   fame  time,   a  copy  of  Buonaparte's 
impious  Proclamation,   in  which  he  boafts  of  having  over- 
thrown   all    Chriftian    eftabiiftjments,   accompanied    jy   a 
fiiitable  exhortation,  calling  upon  them  to  choofe  between 
the  friendfhip  of  a  Chriftian  Knight  and  that   of  an  un- 
principled Renegade.    This  letter  had  all  the  effeft  I  could 
defire.      They    immediately  fent  me   two    ambaffadors, 
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profcfTing  not  only  friendfiiip  bvit  obedience  ;  alTuring  me, 
that,  in  proof  of  the  latter,  they  had  f(.nt  out  parties  to  arreft 
fiich  of  the  mountaineers  as  (hould  be  found  carrying  wine 
and  gunpowder  to  the  French  camp,  and  placing  eiglny 
prifoners  of  this  defcription  at  my  difpofal,  I  had  thus  the 
fatisfaftion  to  find  Buonaparte's  career  farther  Northward 
cffeftually  flopped  by  a  warlike  people,  inhabiting  an  im- 
penetrable country.  General  Kleber's  divifion  had  been 
fent  Eaftward,  towards  the  ^ords  of  the  Jordan,  to  op- 
pofe  the  Damafcus  army;  it  was  recalled  from  thence  to 
take  its  turn  in  the  daily  efforts  to  mount  the  bre?cli  at  Acre, 
in  which  every  other  divifion,  in  fucccfiion,  had  failed,  with 
the  lofs  of  their  bravefl  men,  and  above  three-fourths  of 
their  officers.  It  feems  much  was  hoped  from  this  divifion* 
as  It  had,  by  its  firmnefs,  and  the  I'teady  front  it  o;^pofed,  in 
the  form  of  a  hollow  fquare,  kept  upwards  of  10,000  men  in 
check,  during  a  whole  day,  in  the  plain  between  Nazareth 
and  Mount  Tabor,  till  Buonaparte  came  with  his  horfe- 
artillcry,  and  extricated  thtfe  troops,  difperfing  the  mul- 
titude of  irregular  cavalry,  by  which  they  were  completely 
furrounded. 

The  Turkifh  Chifflick  regiment  having  been  cenfured 
for  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  lally,  and  their  unfteadincfs  in  the 
attack  of  the  garden,  made  afrefhfally  the  next  night;  Soli- 
man  Aga  the  Lieutenant-colouel,  being  determined  to  re- 
trieve the  honourof  the  rtgimentby  the  pun£tualcxecuiion fef 
the  orders  I  had  given  him,  to  make  himfelf  msflcr  of  the 
enemy's  third  parallel,  and  this  he  did  inoft  effeftually  ;  but 
the  impetuofity  of  a  few  carried  them  on  to  the  fecond 
trench,  where  they  loft  fomc  of  their  ftandards,  though 
they  fp'.ked  fobr  guns  before  their  retreat.  Kleber's  di- 
vifion, ipftcad  of  mounting  the  breach,  according  to 
Buonaparte's  iiifntion,  was  thus  obliged  to  fpend  its  time 
and  its  ftrencth  in  recovering  thefe  works,  in  which  it  fuc- 
ccedcd,  after  a  conflift  of  three  iiours,  leaving  every  thing 
in  Jialu  quo,  except  ihe  lofs  of  men,  which  was  very  con- 
fidtrable   en  both  fidts.     A.'"tcr  this  failure,   the  french 
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grenadiers  abfontcly  refufec!  to  mount  the  breach  any  more, 
over  the  put!  id  bodies  of  thtiriinburied  companions  facri- 
ticed,  in  former  attacks,  by  Buonapirte's  impatience  and 
precipitation,  which  led  him  to  commit  fucli  palpable  errors 
as  even  feaintn  conk!  take  advantage  of.  He  feemed 
to  kave  no  principle  of  adion  but  that  of  prefTmg  for- 
ward, and  appeared  to  flick  at  nothing  to  obtain  the  obje6l 
of  his  ambition,  although  it  muft  be  evident  to  every  body 
elfe,  that,  even  if  he  fucceeded  to  take  the  town,  the  fire  of 
the  fliipping  muft  drive  him  out  of  it  again  in  a  fhort  time  : 
however,  the  knowledge  the  garrifon  had  of  the  inhuman 
mafiTacre  at  Jaffa  rendered  thena  defperate  in  their  perfoaal' 
defence.  Two  attempts  to  a(r:i(nnate  me,  in  the  town, 
having  failed,  recourfe  was  had  to  a  moft  flagrant  breach 
of  every  law  of  honour  and  of  war:  A  flag  of  truce  was 
fent  into  the  town,  by  the  hand  of  an  Arab  dervife,  with 
a  letter  to  the  Pacha,  propofing  a  celTation  of  arms,  for  the 
purpcjfe  of  burying  the  dead  bodies,  the  ftench  from  which 
became  intolerable,  and  threatened  the  exlftence  of  every 
one  of  us,  on  both  lides.  Many  having  died  delirious  within 
a  few  hours  after  being  feized  with  the  firft  fymptoms 
of  infcft'oh  ;  it  was  natural  that  we  fhr;^ld  gladly  liften 
to  this  propofiticn,  and  that  we  (houid,  confequently,  be 
off  our  guard  during  the  conference.  While  the  anfvvcr 
was  under  confiderati'  n,  a  volley  of  fliot  and  fiiells,  on  a 
■fudden,  announced  an  affaiilt,  which,  however,  the  garri- 
fon was  rcat'y  to  receive,  and  theaffailants  only  contributed 
to  incrtidc  the  number  of  the  dead  bodies  in  'lueftion,  to 
the  eternal  difgrace  of  the  General  who  thus  difloyally 
facrifired  them.  I  faved  the  life  of  the  Arab  from  the 
efftft  of  the  indignation  of  the  Turks,  and  took  him  off  to 
the  Ti;.'re  with  me.  from  whence  I  fent  him  back  to  the 
General,  with  a  nieffage,  which  made  the  arnty  afhamcd' 
of  having  been  expofed  to  'uch  a  merited  reproof.  Sub- 
ordination was  now  at  an  end,  and  all  hopes  of  fuccefs 
having  vaniflnd,  the  enemy  had  no  alternative  left  but  a 
precipitate  retreat,  which  was  put  in  execution  in  the  night 
between  the  zorh  and  2 ill  inftant. 
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I  have  faid  above,  that  the  battering  train  of  artillery, 
(except  the  carnages,  which  were  burnt)  is  now  in  our 
liands;  amounting  to  13  pieces.  The  howitzers  and  mediurn 
i2-pounders  originally  conveyed  by  land,  with  much  diffi- 
culty, and  fuccel;>fully  employed  to  make  the  firft  breach, 
were  embarked  in  tiie  country  vtlTcIs  at  Jatfa,  to  be  con- 
veyed coaftwife,  together  with  the  worll  among  the  2000 
wounded,  which  embarraffed  the  march  of  the  army.  This 
operation  was  to  be  cxpefted;  I  took  care,  therefore,  to  be 
between  Jaffa  and  Damietta,  before  the  French  army  could 
get  as  far  as  the  former  place.  The  vefTeis  being  hurried 
to  fea  without  feamen  to  navigate  them,  and  the  wounded 
being  in  want  of  every  necelTary,  even  water  and  pro- 
vifions,  they  ileered  ftrait  to  his  Majefty's  fiiips,  in  full 
confidence  of  receiving  the  fuccours  of  humanity,  in  which 
they  were  not  difappointed.  I  have  fent  them  on  to  Da- 
mietta, where,  they  will  receive  fuch  further  aid  as  their 
fituation  requires,  and  which  it  was  out  of  my  power,  to  give 
to  fo  many.  Their  cxprcfTions  of  gratitude  to  us  were  min- 
gled with  execrations  on  the  name  of  their  General,  who 
had,  as  they  faid,  thus  expofcd  them  to  peril  rarher  than 
fairlv  and  honourably  renew  the  iiu.ercourfc  with  the 
Englifli,  whicti  lie  had  broken, off  by  a  falfe  and  malicious 
affertion,  that  1  had  intentionally  expofcd  the  former 
prifoners  to  the  infeflion  of  the  pla/uc.  To  the  honour  of 
the  Frencli  army  be  it  faid,  this  aflfertion  was  not  believed 
by  them,  and  it  thus  recoiled  on  its  aiulior  :  the  intention 
of  it  was  evidently,  to  do  away  the  effcft  which  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  Porte  began  to  make  on  the  foldiers,  whofe 
eager  hands  were  held  above  the  parapet  of  their  works  to 
receive  them,  when  thrown  from  the  brtacli.  He  cannot 
plead  mifinformntion  as  Lis  excufc,  his  Aid-de-camp,  Mr. 
Laliemand,  having  had  free  intercourfe  with  thefe  prifon- 
ers on  board  the  Tigre  when  he  came  to  treat  about  them  ; 
and  having  been  ordered,  tliough  too  late,  not  to  repeat 
their  exprelFions  of  contentment  at  the  profpe£t  of  going 
home.     It  was  cviJicnt  to  both  fides,  that  when  a  general 
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had  recourfe  to  fuch  a  Oiallow,  ?.nc!,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
fiich  a  mean  artifice  as  a  malicious  falfchood,  al!  better 
rcfources  were  at  an  end,  and  the  defeftion  in  his  army, 
yvas  confequ^niiy,  inert afed  to  the  hightft  pitch. 

The  utmoft  diforder  has  been  manifefted  in  the  retreat, 
and  the  whole  track  between  Acre  and  Gaza  is  ftrewed 
with  dead  bodies  of  thole  who  have  k\nk  under  fatigue,  or 
theeffcft  cf  flight  wounds;  fuch  as  could  walk,  unfortunate- 
ly for  them,  not  having  been  embarked.  The  rowing  gun- 
boats annoyed  the  van  column  of  the^retreating  army  on  its 
march  along  the  beach,  and  the  Arabs  haralfed  its  rear 
when  it  turned  inland,  to  avoid  their  fire.  We  obfcrved 
the  fmcke-of  miiflcttrv  behind  t'le  (and-hills,  from  the 
arrack  of  a  party  of  them,'  which  came  down  to  our  boats, 
and  touched  our  flag  with  every  token  of  union  and  refpeft. 
Jfmael  Pacha,  g  .vernor  of  Jerufalem,  to  whom  notice  was 
lent  of  Buonaparte's  preparation  for  retreat,  having  entered 
this  town  by  land,  at  the  fame  tune  that  we  br:)ught  our 
guns  to  bear  on  by  fea,  a  (lop  was  put  to  the  maffacre  and 
pillage  already  begun  by  the  Naploufians.  The  Englifli 
flag,  rchoifted  on  the  Coni'ul's  houfo  (under  which  the  Pacha 
met  me)  ferves  as  an  afylum  for  si!  religions  and  every 
dtfcripiion  of  the  furviving  inhabitants.  The  lieaps  of 
unbuntd  Frenchmen,  lying  on  the  bodies  of  thoie  whom 
they  had  maffacred  two  months  ago,  aiford  another  proof  of 
divine  jufiict,  which  has  taui'cd  thefe  murderers  to  periili 
by  the  infedion  ariiing  from  their  own  atrocious  ac\. 
Seven  p.wr  wretches  are  left  alive  in  the  hofpital,  where 
they  are  prorefled,  and  fhall  be  taken  care  of.  We  have 
had  a  moft  dangerous  and  painful  duty  in  difembarkinghcre 
to  pr  te£t  the  inhabitants,  but  it  has  been  effecfually  done; 
and  Ifniael  Pccha  deferves  every  credit  for  his  humane  exer- 
ti''ns  and  cordial  co-operation  to  that  efledt.  Twothoufand 
cavalry  arc  jull  difpatched  to  harafs  the  French  rear;  and  I 
am  in  hopis  to  overtake  their  van  in  time  to  profit  by  their 
cjiforder  ;  iut  this  w;ll  depend  on  the  alfcmbling  of  iufficient 
force,  and  on  the  exertions,  of  which  I  am  not  abfolutely 
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maftcr,  though  I  do  my  utmoft  to  give  the  neceffary 
impuHc,  and  a  right  direftion.  I  have  every  confidence  that 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  three  fliips  under  my  orders, 
who,  in  the  face  of  a  inoft  formidable  tntmV)  have  fortified 
a  town  that  had  not  a  fiugle  lieavy  gun  mounted  on  the  land 
fide,  and  who  have  carried  on  all  intcrcourfc  by  bo.its,  under 
a  conftant  fire  of  mulketry  and  grape,  will  be  able  tffita- 
cioufly  to  alTift  the  army  in  us  futi  .e  opjratinns.  This 
letter  will  be  delivered  to  vour  Lordlhip  by  Lieutenant 
Canes,  firfl  of  the  Ti^re,  whom  1  have  juJ^uJ  ucu'thy  to 
command  the  Thefeiis,  as  captain,  ever  fmcc  the  dtathof  my 
mucli-Iamtnted  friend  andcoadjucor,  Miller.  1  have  taken 
Lieutenant  En^'land,  firtl  of  that  (hip,  to  mv  aliillance  in 
the  Tigre,  by  whofe  exertions,  and  thofc  of  Lieutenant 
Summers  and  Mr.  Atkinfon,  togethtr  with  the  bravery  uf 
the  reft  of  the  officers  and  men,  that  Taip  was  favcd,  thouj^h 
on  fire  in  live  places  at  unce,  from  adepofu  of  French  fliells 
burftiag  onboard  her. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  .'^c.  &c.  Sec. 

"  W.  Sidney  Smith." 
Ri^/U  Hon.  Lord  Nelson,  Rear  Admiral 
of  the  Blue,  ^c.  i£fc. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


The  Expedition  of  De/aix  into  U/iJter  Egypt-"— He  fov 
'tijies  himfelf  at  Ci/Jeir .—'BuoMa/iarte  arrives  at  Cairo^ 
after  burning  the  Fillages^  and  laying  luafle  the  Country 
on  his  March.  A  TurkiJJi  Force  lands  at  Aboukir.' — A 
dreadfid  Battle  fought  there^  and  the  Turks  art  de- 
feated.— The  death  of  Tijijioo  Saib  in  India.— Buona' 
harts  conceives  the  Expedition  to  Egypt  to  have  failed, 

^LL  the  marches  of  the  French  armies  were  at- 
tended with  circumftances  fo  nearly  alike,  that  a 
journal  of  their  whole  proceedings  is  at  once  tiuto- 
logous  and  tedious.  To  the  excurfion  of  Defaix 
in  Upper  Egypt,  the  remark  is  particularly  applica- 
ble; andof  that,  as  well  as  the  reft,  the  general 
defcriptioii  is,  that  they  captured  village  after  vil- 
lage, and  town  after  town  ;  that  they  laid  the  people 
everywhere  under  requifitions,  and  levied  their 
taxes  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet;  that,  in  order  to 
reprefs  the  murmurings  of  the  people,  it  was,  occa- 
fionally,  found  neceflary  to  reduce  their  towns  to 
afhes,  and  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  by 
way  of  example !  that  they  were  frequently  ob- 
ftrufted  by  armies  of  Arabs,  Mamelukes,  and  Fil- 
lahs;  and  that  they  prefTed  through  all  their  difficult- 
ies, by  killing  here  one  hundred,  there  five  hun- 
dred, and  at  another  place,  eight  hundred,  or  a 
thoufand  !  In  this  manner,  the  army  of  Defaix  pro- 
ceeded from  the  landing  at  Alexandria,  on  the  ad 
of  July,  1 798,  until  the  29th  of  May,  1 799,  when 
he  arrived  at  Colfeir,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea : 
here  the  marauding  army  firft  faw  the  limit  that 
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iiiftice  had  prepared  for  its  murderous  jaunr.  An 
EngliQi  force  appeared  before  the  port,  and  it  was 
evident  that  more  ferious  preparations  were  now  re- 
quired than  had  lieen  found  fufncient  to  fcatter  a- 
few  wandering  tribes.  The  Enjjlifli  fliips  had  been 
difpatched  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  were  the  fame 
that  had  already  appeared  off  Suez.  Defaix  e^.idea- 
vonred  to  fortify  himfelf  at  CoHeir,  and  difpatched 
intelligence  of  his  precarious  fituation  to  Cairo. 

Before  tliis  news  reached  the  capital  Buonapartt 
had  arrived  there  from  Syria,  his  march.  h?.d  fpread 
dcfolatioii    o!i   every  fide,    and    entailed    upon    him, 
and  his  companions,  the  turf'S  of  every  city,  town, 
and  habitation,  from  the  ocean  to  the   Defart.     lie 
reached  Cairo  on  the  14th  of  June,  and  the  Journal 
of  liis  operations  will  read  btft  in  General  Bcrthier's 
own  words:  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  had 
be«n  guiltv  of  all  forts  of  excepts;  the  general  or- 
der  given  to  the  columns  wa?,  to  burn   ti)e  villages 
as  they  proceeded,  and  lay  w.-ifte  the. adjacent  coun- 
try.     The  cavalry  proceeded  along  the  right,  patallel 
with  the  coaft;  thev   fccurtd  the  downs,  and  ^hk^ 
in   (that  is,  they   flole)  all  the  cattle  that  had  (liere 
been    colle(f^eil.     The    ciivjtion    of   General   Kltber 
formed  the  rear  guard,  and   did   nor  leave  J..ifa  till 
th*^  29th  of  May.     In  this  order,  the  army  marched 
as  far  as  Kan-jounefs;  the   furrovu^.ding  phins  pre- 
fcvAed  a  cont:nUi\i  iJaze  of  fire;   but  the  recollciSlion 
of  the   plunder  of   the  convoys,   and  the  atrocities 
excrcifcd   againfl  the  French,  by  the  iniiabilants  of 
thcfe    countries,    abundantly    julVified    this   terrible 
rctiliation." 

After  fuch  a  recital,  it  is  wonderful  how  a  man 
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of  honour  (if  Berthier  muft  be  regarded  as  fiicb) 
could  find  the  impudence  to  declare,  in  a  few  fubfe- 
quent  lines  of  his  Work,  that  many  of  the  Egyptians 
cfteemed  the  French  as  brothers,  and  that  the  French 
look  upon  Cairo  as  a  fecond  country  ! 

The  Anglo-Turkilli  forces  having  fiicceeded  fo 
well  in  fruftrating  the  views  of  the  General,  it  was 
to  be  expected  that  they  would  follow  up  their  fuc- 
cefTes ;  of  this,  he  feems  to  have  been  aware  ;  for, 
immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Cairo,  he  made  fuch 
arrangements  as  fliould  enable  him  to  protect  the 
fea  coafl"  and  the  Syrian  frontier. 

The  Mamelukes  in  Upper  Egypt  had  divided  their 
forces ;  a   party  had  gone  to  the  Oafis  of  Sebabiar, 
■with  the  defign  of  joining   Ibraham  Bey,  who  had 
returned  to  Gaza,  while  the  other,  with  Murad  Bey, 
had    defcended    through    the   Fnyum,    to    gain    the 
Oafis  of  the  Lakes  of  Natron,  in  order  to  form  a 
jundion  with   a   body  of  Arabs   afTembled   in  that 
quarter.     This  march  of  Murad  Bey,  combined  with 
the  movements  of  the  Arabs,  indicated  a  defign  of 
proteding  a    deicent,   either  at   Aboukir  or  at  the 
Tower  of  the  Arabs.     To  prevent  this  junction  was 
a  material  point  with  the  French,  and  a  great  many 
ikirmiflies  took  place,  which  generally  terminated  in 
the  lofs  of  a  few  foldiers  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
aiul   a   great   number    of   the  enemy.      The  tribes 
were  fometimes  Icattered,   the  French  were  harafied, 
and  it  was  eafy  to  fee  that  fuch  a  conteft  muft  be 
fatal  to  an  army  that  had   no  means  of  recruiting 
ilfelf. 

Buonaparte  fet  out  from  Cairo  on  the  14th  of  ]u\y^ 
with  the  cavalry  and  infantry  guides,  the  grenadiers  of 
the  1 8th  and  32d,  the  riflemen,  and  two  pieces  of 
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cannon,  and  advanced  towards  the  pyramids  of 
Gizaii,  where  he  ordered  General  INlurat  to  join 
him.  Arrived  at  the  pyrauiids,  his  advanced  guard 
purfiied  the  Arabs  that  were  in  the  rear  of  Murad 
Bey,  who,  that  morning,  began  to  afcend  towards 
Fayiim;  a  few  men  were  killed  in  this  purfuit,  and 
feverai  camels  taken.  General  iMurat,  who  had 
joined  the  General  in  Chief,  purfiied  JSliirad  Bey 
on  his  roi'.te  for  the  fpace  of  five  leagues.  Euona- 
parlr,  who  li.;d  defigned  to  halt  two  or  thr.^e  days 
at  the  pyramids  of  Gizah,  received  intelligence  from 
Alexandria,  that  a  Tmkifli  fleet,  of  lOO  fail,  had 
anchored  off  Aboukir,  on  the  iilh  ct  July,  and 
nianifefted  hoftile  dfr7gns  on  Alexandria.  He  in- 
flantly  departed  for  Gi/,ah,  where  he  paiTcd  the  night 
in  making  his  difpofitions ;  he  ordered  General  Mii- 
rat  to  proceed  to  Rahmanieh  with  his  cavalry,  the 
grenadiers  cf  the  69th,  ihole  of  the  iSih  and  32d, 
the  eclaireiirs,  and  a  battalion,  which  was  with  him, 
of  the  13th.  A  part  of  the  divifion  of  General 
Lafnes  was  ordered  to  crofs  the  Nile  in  the  nighr, 
and  to  rei>air  to  Rahmanieh  ;  as  were  alfo  a  par:  of 
General  Rampon's  divifion.  The  artillery  deftined 
for  the  march  was  alio  put  in  motion;  and,  during 
the  niijht,  all  the  necefiirv  orders  and  inflrutftions 
were  forwarded  to  the  diherent  provinces  with  the 
utmoft  harte. 

Buonaparte  wrote  to  General  Defaix,  to  fpare  him 
a  part  of  his  forec,  aud  to  let  General  Friant  fall 
into  the  route  of  Mnrad  Bey,  and  follow  hijn  with 
his  flying  column  wherever  lie  went ;  to  fupply  the 
fortrefs  of  Keneh,  in  Upper  Kgypt,  and  that  of  Cof- 
feir,  upon  the  Red  Sea,  amply  with  amnnmition  and 
provifions ;    to    leave    100    men   in   c;*;h  j^lacc ;    to 
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obferve  Cairo  clofely  during  the  expedition  againft 
the  Tu/ks  at  Aboukir;  and  to  concert  meafures  with 
General  Diigua,  commandant  at  Cairo,  for  the  leeu- 
ritv  of  the  French  interefls  in  that  quarter. 

General  Kleber  was  directed  to  advance  towards 
Rofetta;  previoufly  leaving  a  fufHcient  ninnbrr  of 
trooj)S  for  the  feciirity  of  Damietta,  and  the  pro- 
vince. General  Menou,  who  was  gone,  with  a  fiying 
column,  to  the  Lakes  of  Natron,  was  ordered  to 
place  200  Greeks,  with  a  piece  of  cannon,  as  gar- 
rifons  in  the  convents,  which  it  was  thought  would 
make  excellent  places  of  defence;  the  general  was 
then  to  join  the  force  at  i-.ahmanieh  with  the  reft 
of  his  column.  Buonaparte  left  Gizah  the  i6th  of 
July  and  arrived  on  the  igth  at  Rahmanieh.  -  Ge- 
nerals Lafnes,  Robin,  and  Fugieres,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  the  diftrifls  of  Menof  and  Garbielr,  ia 
enforcing  the  payment  of  the  Miri,  joined  the  army 
there  the  20t}\  and  21ft. 

Here  Buonnparie  received  intelligence  that  the 
Turkifa  ftiips  had  landed,  near  the  fort  of  Aboukir, 
on  the  12th,  ab'HU  3,000  men,  wiih  artillery ;'  and 
that  the  garrifon,  the  comnrandant  of  which  had 
been  killed,  had  furrendered  the  fame  day.  The 
French  Commander  was  grestly  mortified  at  this 
event,  as  it  provtd  that  the  foldiers  did  not  think 
tiie  expedition  wo;th  the  blood  that  had  been  fhed 
for  it,  and  were  unwilling  to  fpill  their  own.  At 
Rofetta,  the  adjutant-general,  Julien,  fecured  his 
proviflons,  ammunition,  and  all  the  fick  within  tlie 
caftle  ;  but  he  remained  in  the  town  with  about  200 
men,  whom  he  had  under  his  command,  and  main- 
tained public  confidence  and  tranquillity  in  the  pro- 
vince.     General    Marmont     (who    commanded     at 
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Alexandria)  ciifpatched  iiitelligence  to  the  General, 
that  Alioiikir  had  fiirrendercd  on  capitulation;  that 
the  Turks  were  employed  in  landing  their  artil- 
lery ;  that  he  had  deftroyed  the  pontoons  which  the 
French  had  conftrucled  over  the  flrait  which  joins 
the  lake  Madie  with  the  road  of  Aboukir;  that  he 
was  informed  by  his  agents,  that  the  enemy  defigned 
to  bcfiege  Alexandria,  and  that  the  Turks  were  about 
15,000  ftrong. 

In  confequence  of  this  information,  Buonaparte 
difpatched  General  Menou  to  Roletta  with  a  rein- 
forcemen^t  of  troops,  with  orders  to  obftrve  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  and  to  defend  the  entrance 
of  the  Nile.  It  was  expected  that  the  enemy,  elated 
by  the  capture  of  7\boukir,  would  become  enter- 
prifing,  and  proceed  either  againft  Alexandria  or 
Rofetta;  but  ihe  General  learned,  with  difappoint- 
ment,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  forming  a 
port,  and  intrenching  themfelves  in  the  peninfula  of 
Aboukir  ;  that  thev  were  forming  magazines  in  the 
fort,  and  organizing  the  Arabs,  and  thst  they  waited 
for  the  co-operation  of  Murad  Bey,  and  his  Mame- 
lukes, before  they  advanced.  It  was  obvious  that 
the  enemy,  in  his  then  fituation,  would  daily  in- 
creafc  his  flrength;  it  was,  therefore,  important 
to  take  a  pofition  whence  he  might  be  attacked 
w  ith  equal  advantage,  whether  he  proceeded  againft 
Rofetta  or  invefted  Alexandria;  fuch  a  pofition, 
whence,  if  the  enemy  remained  at  Abo;ikir,  they 
might  be  attacked,  deprived  of  their  artillery,  cr 
bombarded  in,  and  compelled  to  fnrrender. 

Buonaparte  chofe  a  pofition   at  the  village  of  Bir- 
kit,  as  one  combining  thofe  advantages;  it  is  fuiiated 
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at  the  point  of  one  of  the  angles  of  the  Lake  Maciie> 
and  from  which   he   could  march  with  equal  faciiicy 
to   Etko,   Rofetta,    Aboukir,   or  Alexandria  ;    fxom 
which  he  might,    be/ides,   confine  the  enemy  to  the 
peninfula  of  Aboukir;    render    his   communication 
with  the  interior  more  diflicult,   and  entirely  inter- 
cept  the    expeded  reinforcements   from  the  Arabs 
and  the  Mamelukes.     General   Miirat,  with  the  ca- 
valry,  the  dromedaries,  the  grenadiers,  and  the  firft 
battalion  of  the  69th,   left  Rahmanieh  in  the  evening 
of  the  20th  of  July,    to   proceed   to  Birkil.     This 
general   had  orders  to  open  a  communication  with 
Alexandria  by  detachments,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy 
at  Aboukir,  and  to  advance  his  patroles  round  Lake 
Madie,  as  far  as  Erko.     The  army,  as   well  as  the 
head  quarters,  took  its  pofition  at  Birkit  on  the  23d, 
and  miners   were   fent    to  clear  the  wells  at  Beda. 
In  the  night  one  divifion   of  it  took  a  pofition  at 
'Kafr-fin   and  the  other  at  Beda;  head  quarters  were 
removed  to  Alexandria;  the  General  in  Chief  paiTed 
the  relt  of    the   night  in  examining   the  reports  of 
the   fituation    of  the  enemy    at   Aboukir;    he   dif- 
patched  three  battalions  of  the  garrifon  of  Alexandria, 
under  the  command  of  General  Deftaing,  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy,  take  a  favourable  pofition   about 
midway   between  Alexaadrta  and  Aboukir,  and   to 
clear  the  adjacent  wells.     Near  his   intended  ftation 
.Deftaing   received  :intelligence  that  General  Kle!)er 
was'at  Fouah,   with  a  part  of  his  divifion,  and  fol- 
lowing the  route  of .  the  army,  purfuant  to  his  or- 
dcrs.  .        ..  .  : 

•  According  .to  the  reports  of  the  agents  and  re- 
connoitring parties,  Muflapha  Pacha,  commander 
of  the  Turkifli  arniy,  had  landed  with  about  15. coo 
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men,    a    larg;e    train    of   artillery,    and    too  horl'es, 
and  that  he  was  occupied  in   credVuig  works  and  en- 
trenching   the   greater   part    of  liis    force.      In    the 
afternoon     liuunapartc    removed    from    Alexandiin, 
with  the    head  quarters,   to   a  pofition    near  Gei;eral 
Deftaing's  ftalion  and  the  wells  between  Alexandria 
and  Aboukir.     The  cavalry,   under  General  Miirar, 
and  the  divifions  of  Generals  Lafnes  and  Rampon, 
were    ordered   to   follow   immediately    to    the   fame 
flatio/i ;  they  accordingly  arrived  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  25th,  together  svith  a  corps  of  400  ca- 
valry, from   Upper  P>gypt;  at  day-break  the  army 
began  to  move;  the  advanced  guard  was  commanded 
by  General  Murat,  who  had  under  his  orders  400 
cavalry,  together  with  General  Deflaing,  and  three 
battalions,  with   two  field  pieces.     The  divilion  of 
General  Lafnes  formed  the  right  wing  and  th.at  of 
General  Lannufe  the  left ;   the  divilion  of  General 
Kleber,  expected  to  arrive  in  the  courfe  of  the  dav, 
was  to  form  the  referve.      The    train    of  artillery, 
efcorted  by  a  fquadron  of  horfe,  followed  the  main 
body  of  the  army.     The  general  of  brigade  Davouft, 
with   two  fquadrons  of    horfe,    and    100  dromeda- 
ries, was  direded  to  take  a  pofition   between  Alex- 
andria and   the  army,  as  well  to  oppofe  the  Arabs 
and  Murad  Bey,  whole  arrival  was  hourly  expe(5ted, 
as  to  fecure    the  communication    with   Alexandria. 
Orders  were  difpatched  to  General  iMenou,  who  had 
advanced  to   Rofetta,  to  proceed   at  da\-ureak   and 
take  a  pofition  at  the  extremity  of  the  neck  of  land, 
at  the  entrance  of  Lake  Madie,  on  the  fide  of  Abou- 
kir, in  order  to  cannonade  and  keep  at  n  diftance 
any  veflels  of  the  enemy  that  might  be  on  the  lake, 
and  attempt  to  hiirafs  the  army  on  that  fide. 
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MuHaplia  Pacha  had  drawn  up  his  firil  iinc'  half 
a  league  in  froi>t  of  the  fort  of  Aboukir;  about 
i,ooo  men  occupied  an  intrenched  fand-hill  on  his 
right,  clofe  to  the  fea,  this  was  fiipported  by  a  vil- 
lage, occupied  by  1,200  men,  with  four  pieces  of 
cannon.  The  left  wing,  which  confifled  of  about 
2,000  men,  with  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  was  upon  a 
s  detached  fand-hill,  in  from  of  the  firft  line;  this 
pofition,  which  was  ill  fortified,  was  chofen  to  pro- 
teft  the  wells,  that  are  moft  abundant  near  Aboukir. 
Some  gunboats  appeared  to  be  ftationed  with  a 
view  to  prote6l  the  fpace  between  this  pofition  and 
the  fecond  line.  The  Pacha's  fecond  pofition  was 
about  300  toifes  in  the  rear  of  the  village;  his 
centre  in  and  near  the  redoubt,  which  he  had  taken- 
at  the  firfi  landing  ;  the  i.;',ht  of  this  pofition  \vas 
behind  an  intrench ment  extended  from  the  redoubt 
to  the  fea,  for  the  fpace  cf  an  150  toifes;  his  left,, 
ftretching  from  the  redoubt  towards  the  fliore  on  the 
other  fide,  occupied  fome  lev,'  und-hills,  on  the  verge 
of  the  fea,  where  it  was  covered  bv  the  fire  both 
of  the  redoubt  and  of  the  gunboats ;  in  the  fecond 
pofition  were  ntarly  7,000  men,  with  12  pieces  of 
cannon:  150  toifes  to  the  rear  of  the  redoubt 
was  fituate  the  village  of  Aboukir,  and  clofe  to  it 
the  fort,  thefe  were  occupied  by  about  1,500  men. 
Eighty  horfemen  formed  the  fuite  of  the  Pacha,  who 
had  the  chief  command  ;  and  the  Tiirkifli  fquadrou 
was  at  anchor  in  the  road,  at  the  diflance  of  half 
a  league. 

After  a  march  of  two  hours,  the  advanced  guard 
came  within  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  commenced  a 
difcharge  of  mufketry.  Buonaj^arte  ordered  the  col- 
umns to  halt,  and  made  his  difpofitions  for  the  attack. 
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The  "en^alof  brigade,  Dcllain^,  with  his  three  bat- 
talions,  was  otdercci  to  larry  tlie  height  on  the  riglit 
of  the  eiiciny,  whicli  was  occii[)ieci  bv  about  looo 
men  ;  at  tlie  lame  time  a  picqiiel  of  cavaky  were  lens 
to  cut  off  the  rt.reat  of  tliis  body  tothe  village.  Tne 
divifioii  of  General  Laliits  was  to  advance  agaiull 
the  detached  fand-hill,  on  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line, 
where  2000  men  and  lix  pieces  of  cannon  were 
flationed  :  two  fqiiadrons  of  horfe  were  dilpatched 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  this  corps,  and  to  entieavour 
to  cut  off  its  retreat.  The  reft  of  the  cavalry  were  to 
advance  againit  the  center,  and  the  diviuon  of  Gene- 
ral Lanuile  was  to  remain  in  the  fecond  line. 

General  Delfaing  with  the  force  under  his  orders^ 
ciiarged  the  enemy  with  the  biiyonet ;  tliey  abandoned 
their  intrenchments,  and  retreated  towards  the  village, 
but  the  greater  part  of  the  fugitives  were  cut  down 
by  the  cavalry.  The  corps  againll  which  the  di- 
vifion  of  General  Lafnes  advanced  feeing  ti.at 
flaiioned  on  the  right  give  way,  and  that  the  cavalry 
was  about  to  turn  its  pofition,  attempted  to  reiire, 
after  difcharging  a  few  cannon  fliot ;  but  the  two 
fquadrons  of  cavalry  and  a  platoon  of  guides  cut  oft' 
its  retreat,  and  either  killed  or  precipitated  the  whole 
corps  into  the  fea.  General  Dtftaing's  force  then 
marched  againft  the  village,  wiiicli  was  nearly  in 
front  of  the  center  of  the  Pacha's  fecond  Inie,  this 
poft  he  turned  while  the  32d  demi-brigade  attacked 
ic  in  front.  The  Turks  here  made  a  Ipirited  refift- 
ance  ;  a  confiderable  number  of  men  were  detached 
from  the  left  of  the  fecond  hne  ;o  tht  relief  of  the 
village;  but  the  reinforcement  was  chari:,ed  and  routetl 
by  the  cavalry,  who  drove  the  greater  part  of  the  fu- 
gitives into  the  fea.      The  village   was  then  Ipeedily 
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carriei!,  and  its  defenders  purfiied  as  far  as  the  re- 
doubt, which  was  in  the  center  of  the  fecond  poiition. 
This  poft  was  a  very  ftrong  one,  the  redoubt  was 
flanked  by  a  work  which  covered  th.e  peninfiila  on 
the  right  as  far  as  the  fea ;  another  work,  of  fimilar 
conftrLit'tion,  extended  to  the  Icfr,  but  to  a  fuiall  dif- 
tance  from  the  redoubt;  the  reft  of  the  fpace  was  oc- 
cupied by  Muftapha's  troops,  who  were  pofted  on 
the  fand-hills,  and  among  groves  of  [lalm  trees. 

While  the  troops  took  breath,  Buonaparte  ordered 
feveral  pieces  of  artillery  to  be  planted  at  the  village 
and  along  the  fiiore,  and  a  6re  was  oj^ened  on  the 
enemy's  right  and  on  tlie  redoubt ;  General  Deftaing's 
battalions,  drawn  up  near  the  village  they  had  carried, 
formed  the  center  of  the  line  of  attack,  and  fronted 
the  redoubt;  they  were  ordered  to  advance.  Ge- 
neral Fugieres  received  orders  to  march  along  the 
fliore,  in  order  to  force,  by  the  bayonet,  the  right 
vving  of  the  Turks.  The  32d,  which  occupied  the 
left  of  the  village,  had  orders  to  hold  them  in  check, 
and  to  fupport  the  i8th.  The  cavalry,  u'hich  was 
placed  on  the  right  of  the  army,  attacked  the  enemy's 
left,  charging  it  feveral  times  with  great  impetuolity  : 
it  cut  down,  or  drove  into  the  fea,  all  before  it  ;  but 
they  could  not  penetrate  beyond  the  redoubt  wiihout 
being  placed  between  its  fire  and  that  of  the  gunboats; 
from  this  terrible  fituation  they  were  obliged  to  fall 
.  back,  v.'hile  the  thinned  ranks  of  the  Turks  were  fup- 
plied  by  frefli  troops. 

Tht  Turks  deficient  in  difcipline,  but  not  in  ar- 
dour, ftood  the  fliock  of  the  French  artillery  with  the 
greatell  courage,  but  their  refiftance  only  Simulated 
the  couraire  of  the  French  cavalrv  to  new  attacks;  at 
each  charge  they  rn{l:ied  forward  to  the  very  folTe  of 


NArOI.F.ON'     BUONAPARTE.  179 

the    redoubt ;    ami,  thovigU  every  foldier  confidered 
liimrelf  as  fent  upon  the  forlorn  hope,  they  all  feemed 
actuated  by  the  infernal  determination  to  do  as  much 
Hiifchief  as  poffible  before  they  died.     The  adjutant- 
general  Roze,  Bcffiers,  chief  of  brigade  of  the  cavalry 
guides,   and  Adjutant  de  Turq,   were  at  the  head  of 
the  charges ;  the  chief  of  brigade,  Daviver,  was  killed. 
The  horfe  .artillery,  and  that  of  the  guides,   took   a 
pofuion  in  face   of  the  enemy's   mufketry,  whence, 
Ijy  a  brifli  difcharge  of  grape  fliot,  they  powerfully 
contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  batde.     The   ad- 
jutant-general,  le  Turq,  judged  that  a  reinforcement 
of  infantry   was   neceflary;     he   reprefented    this  to 
Buonaparte,  who  fent  him  with  a  battalion  of  the  7^th; 
he   rejoined   the  cavalry,   but   his    horfe    being  fooii 
killed,    he    put   himfelt  at  the  head  of  the  infaiUrv  •, 
with  this  he  flew  to  the  center  of  the  left,  to  join  the 
i8th  dcmi-brigade,  which  hefaw  advancing  to  attack 
the  entrenchments  of  the  enemy's  right.     The  i8th 
continued  to  advance;  the  enemy,  at  the  fame  lime, 
made  a  fortie  from  their  pofition  on  the  rioht,   and 
engaged  the  fronts  of  the  columns,  man  to  man  ;  the 
Turks  endeavoured  to  wreft  the   bayonets  from  the 
French;    in  defpair  they   flung  their   own   mufkets 
behind  them,  and  fought  with  the  fabre  and  piftol. 
At  length    the  iSth  reached  the  entrenchments,  but 
the  fire  of  the  redoubt,   which   everywhere  flanked 
the  trenches,   behind    which  the  enemy    had  again 
rallied,    flopped  the  column.     General  Fugiers,  and 
the  adjutant-general,  le  Turc,  riifplayed  prodigies  of 
valour;    the  former  received  a  wound  in  the   head; 
])C continued,  nevcthclcfs,  to  fight  ;    foon  after  a  ball 
carried  away  his  left  arm,  and  he  was  conRrained  to 
tollovv  the   movements  of  the    iSth,  which,  in  the 
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greateTr  order,  and  maintaining  a  brifk  fire,  retreated 
to  the  village.  The  adjutant-general  le  Turq,  having 
vainly  exerted  h.imfelf  to  determine  the  column  to 
throw  itfelf  in  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  leaped  into 
i'»em  hinifeli — .but  he  was  cut  down  by  a  fabrc,  aiid 
mixt'd  among  the  dead  ;  the  chief  of  brigade,  Mor- 
angei,  was  previoufly  wounded,  and  20  of  the  i8th 
were  killed  upon  (he  Ipot,  The  Turks,  in  face  of  the 
heavy  fire  fi\>m  the  villape,  darted  from  their  in- 
trenchmenls,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the 
(.leid  and  wounded,  that  tliev  mi?ht  obtain  the  filver 
aigriette,  which  their  government  beftows  on  every 
foldier  who  brings  the  head  of  an  encmv. 

The  General  in  Chief  had  ordered  a  battalion  of 
the  22d  light  infantry,  rind  another  of  the  6glh,  to  ad- 
vance upon  the  left  of  the  enemy  ;  General  Lafnes^ 
v/ho  was  at  their  head,  feized  the  miment  in  which 
the  Turks  had  imprudendy  quitted  their  intrench- 
ments,  to  ftorm  the  redoubt ;  he  attacked  it  v.dth  the 
greatefi  vigor  on  the  left  fl,Tnk  and  on  its  gorge; 
tiie  2 2d,  the  69th,  and  a  battalion  of  the  75th,  leaped 
into  the  ditch,  were  food  tipon  the  parapet  and  within 
the  redoubt;  at  the  fmie  time  the  1 8th  charged  the 
right  of  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet.  General  Mu- 
rat,  who  then  commanded  the  advanced  guard,  took 
advantage  of  the  moment  in  v.-hich  General  Lafnes 
ftormed  the  redoubt  to  order  the  cavalry  to  charge, 
and  to  break  through  all  the  pofitions  of  the  en'^my, 
to  the  very  ditcher  of  the  fort  :  this  order  was  exe- 
cuted with  fuch  vigor  and  effeft,  that,  at  the  moment 
the  redoubt  was  forced,  the  cavalry  were  on  the  fpot 
to  cut  of  the  encmv's  retreat  to  the  fort.  The  rout 
of  the  Turks  was  complete,  and  they  beheld  deaih  on 
every  fide;  the  infantry  charged  them  with  thebayo- 
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net;  the  cavalry  cut  them  down  \vi;h  the  fabre.  .No 
alternative  but  the  fea  remained ;  to  this  fad  refource 
they  fled,  as  a  lad  refuge.  Several  thoufands  com- 
mitted themfelves  to  the  waves;  fliowers  of  mufketry 
and  grape-fliot  followed  them  ; — never  did  fo  terrible 
a  fight  prefent  itfelf :  few  of  them  furvived  !  as  the 
fliips  were  too  far  diftant  for  the  greater  part  to  reach 
ihem.  Muftapha  Pacha,  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Turkidi  army,  and  200  men  were  made  prifoners  ^ 
about  2000  were  killed  in  the  field  of  battle;  all  the 
tents  and  baggage,  and  20  pieces  of  cannon  fell  into  the 
nands  of  the  French.  The  fort  of  Abonkir  did  not 
fire  a  fiiot ;  all  wiihin  were  panic  ftruck.  A  flag  of 
truce  was  fent  out,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  fort 
was  defended  by  1200  men ;  it  was  propofed  to  them 
to  furrender;  fome  were  inclined  to  agree,  while 
ethers  reftiftd ;  the  day  was  f])Pnt  in  parleying  ;  at 
length  a  pofition  was  taken,  and  the  wounded  were 
removed.  Many  of  the  French  oflitjers  died  of  their 
wounds.  In  the  niglit  the  Turkifli  fquadron  com- 
municated with  ihe  fliore;  the  cariifon  was  re-orcanifcd 
and  defended  the  fort  ;  and  batteries  of  cannon 
and  mortars  were  ere<5tcd  by  the  French  for  its 
retluclion. 

On  the  26th  of  Ju'y  the  fort  was  fummoncd  to 
furrender.  The  fon  of  the  Pachn,  his,  kiaya,  and  the 
oflicers  were  willing  to  capitulate,  but  the  foldicrs  re- 
fufed.  On  the  27tli  the  bombardment  was  continued  ; 
on  the  28th  feveral  batteries  were  erei'!led  on  the 
right  and  left  of  the  iflhmus,  fome  gunboats  were 
funk,  and  a  frigate  was  difmafled  and  farced  to  put  (o 
fea.  The  fame  day  the  beficged,  who  began  to  want 
provifions  got  into  fome  houfcs  of  the  village  which 
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joined  the  works;  General  Lafnes  approached  to 
attack  them,  but  was  feverely  wounded  in  the  leg; 
General  Menou  fucceeded  him  in  the  command  of 
the-fiege.  On  the  30th  General  Davouft  forced  the 
trenches,  and  thofe  houfes  wherein  the  Turks  were 
lodged,  and,  after  fome  flaiighter,  drove  them  into  the 
fort. 

On  the  zd  of  Auguft  General  Robin  made  himfelf 
mafler  of  the  trenciit-s  ;    batteries  were  raifed  on  the 
counterfcarp,  and  the  mortars  played    with  vigor; 
the  fort  was  little  more  than  a  heap  of  ftones.      The 
befieged  had  now  no  communication  with  the  fqua- 
dron,  and  were  in  extreme  want  of  provifions,  yet  they 
did   not   capitulate,  but     threw    down    their   arms, 
and  furrendered  at  difcretion.  The  fon  of  the  Pacha, 
the  Kiaya,  and  the  Governor,  were  made  prifoners; 
thus,  a  combination  of  talants  and  fkill  had  fubdued 
the  energies  of  phyfical  power.     This  vidory  had  a 
direft  tendency  to  eftablifli  the  French  dominion  in 
Egypt,    by  fliewing   the    dreadful   confeqnences    of 
oppofing  them;  but  they  were  rapidly  wafting,  and, 
as  they  had  no  means  of  recruiting  their  ftrength,  a 
victory  obtained  at  the  expenfe  of  a  few  hundreds  of 
meii,  was  equal  to  a  defeat.  The  General  faw  that  he 
was  likely  to  be  afiailed  on  every  fide,  and  that  he 
could  not  ftrengthen  one  frontier  without  weakening 
SinBtner  ;  but,  from  the  prifoners  captured  at  Aboukir 
he  learned,  with  thentmoft  chagrin  and  mortification, 
that  he  was  entirely  fuperfeded  in  the  grand   objeft 
of  his  expedition  ;  for  the  Englifli  had  penetrated  his 
defign  of  co-operating  with  Tippoo,  and  had  over- 
thrown that  monarch,  and  fcized  all  his  territories, 
by  which  the  influence  of  France,  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
was  perfe(ftly  annihilaled.     Egypt  itfelf  had  now  loft 
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lialf  its  value,  and  the  mind  of  Bnonapaitc,  naturally 
fiiUeii,  retired  within  itfeU.  He  was  never  cheerful, 
unlels  to  difguije  the  fecret  bodings  of  liis  foul;  and 
he  now  looked  upon  none  as  his  friends  but  thofe 
who  foothed  him  with  co])ious  draughts  of  flatterv. 
He  faw  biK  few  perfons,  and  converftd  freely  with 
none,  Berthier  and  Menou  fcemed  to  have  moft  of 
his  confidence.  He  did  but  little  bufincfs,  and  it  wa« 
eafy  for  any  aciue  obferver  to  fee  that  he  was  coii- 
fcious  of  having  failed  ;  but,  though  he  regarded  the 
expedition  as  having  mifcairicd,  he  had  not  courage 
'to  buieve  that  any  other  perfoiu  views  correfponded 
with  his  own. 


^ 
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— Pf^eaknefs  of  the  French  Army. — The  F:ench  Retreat 
from  Naples.— ^Admiral  Nefon  arrives  ivith  an  FngliJJt 
Fleet.  —  Treachery  and  Cruelty  of  thi^Neapolitan  Court  to 
theNcfipclitan  Repu&licans.-^/'^arious  Operations  in  Italy, 
— Florence  wrefed  from  the  French — Rett  eat  of  Mac- 
donald. — Surrender  of  Mantua  to  the  Allies, 


HE  hopes  of  Egypt  were  now  all  tranfportecl  to 
France,  v\hil!Hbofeol  France  were  centered  in  Egypt  • 
fo  powerful  is  the  propenfity  in  mankind  to  rely 
upon  any  other  exertion  than  their  own.  It  has  al- 
ready been  ftated  that  the  communication  between 
France  and  Egypt  was  cut  ofFby  the  EngHfli  cruifers, 
and  the  Allies  had,  by  this  means,  kept  the  two 
countiies  ignorant  of  each  others  fituation,  an  ad- 
vantage far, inferior  to  that  of  being  themfelves  ac- 
quainted with  the  real  fiate  of  the  new  colony  ;  for  it 
became  evident  to  the  Britifli  Government,  upon  the 
perufal  of  thefe  difpatches  and  letters,  that  Buona- 
parte could  not  long  maintain  himfelf  in  the  new 
fetrlement.  Such  of  the  intercepted  letters  as  it  was 
thought  fit  to  print  were  publifhed  by  authority  of  the 
EngUfn  Government;  and  it  appeared  by  thefe  papers, 
that,  from  his  entering  upon  the  expedition  to  Egypt, 
the  General  had  altered  the  orlhcigvaphy  of  his  name, 
and  decended  from  Buonaparte  into  a  Bonaparte,  all  his 
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public  acls  being  fo  (igned.  To  the  French  Govern* 
ment  it  appeared  highly  important  that  a  maritime 
force  fliould  be  coUefted  to  enable  the  Republic  to 
i-ecover  the  command  in  the  Meditcranean.  Early 
in  the  fpring  the  Britifl)  had  not  more  than  15  fail  in 
that  fea,  the  rell  of  the  navy  being  employed  in 
watching  the  different  coafts  of  the  ocean,  and  e\'ery 
harbour  being  carefully  blockaded.  The  fleet  in 
Brefl  harbour  Teemed  fo  entirely  unprovided  with 
almoft  every  neceflary  that  no  apprelieiifions  wfre 
entertained  of  its  daring  to  put  to  fea  in  haf^e.  Tlie 
news,  however,  of  its  being  a«ftually  at  fea,  arri\cd 
at  Plymouth  on  the  30th  of  April,  when  i4fai!of  the 
line  immediately  fet  fail  from  Spithead,  the  greater 
part  of  which  were  appointed  to  reinforce  the  fleet 
under  Lord  Bridport,  who  had  at  fea  24  fail  o^  (he 
line  and  fix  frigates  by  the  loth  of  May,  and  in  a  few 
days  after  was  joined  by  Admiral  CoUingwood.  A. 
fquadron  of  f.ve  fail  of  the  line  and  three  frigates, 
was  fent,  under  Vice-admiral  Whitflied,  to  reinforce 
that  of  Lord  St.  Vincent,  then  before  Cadiz ;  and 
Vice-admiral  Dixon  failed  from  Yarmouth  \vi:h  five 
fail  of  the  line  to  reinforce  that  before  the  Texel,  and 
of  which  Lord  Duncan  took  upon  him  the  command, 
having  received  an  additional  force  of  five  Ruffian. 
vefTels,  under  Admiral  Tate. 

The    Jliiflian  admiral,   Mackarof,    had  arrived    at- 
Sheernefs   with  four  ftiips  of  the  line,  and  he  fet  fail 
for  the  Mediterranean,  fu  ihat,  in  the  fpace  of  i4da\8, 
Lord  Bridport  could  mufter,  at  Cape  Clear,  30  fail  of) 
the  line;    while  Lord  Duncan  blocked  up  the  Dutch 
fleet  ill  the  T^xtlniith3-2' fail  of  the  line,  and  Lorxi. 
Sr.  YintJeai'a  !fteet.:inUHdiiigt;h(?;f«iinfo:i'ceiiie(li?s  hcanl 
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Whitflied  and  Mackarof,  amounted  to  about  30  fail 
of  the  line.  The  route  and  peculiar  deflination  of  the 
French  fleet  were  a  fecrec  in  Great  Britain  ;  but,  fo 
formidable  were  the  Engiifli  preparations,  that 
it  could  fail  to  no  place  without  meeting  with  fu- 
perior  forces,  and  on  the  Irifli  coafl  with  a  force 
much  more  than. equal.  The  Republican  Admiral  ap- 
peared confcious  of  the  vaft  and  formidable  enemv  he 
had  to  meet,  and  he  endeavoured  to  augment  his  fleet 
by  the  additioi.-  of  fix  Spanifli  fail  of  the  line,  from 
Ferrol ;  but  this  junflion  could  not  be  effedVed,  as  the 
Spaniards  would  not  venture  to  crofs  the  Bay  of 
Bifcay,  the  fquadron  having  oii  board  3000  troops  ; 
it  therefore  anchored  at  the  Ille  of  Aix  on  the  7th  of 
May. 

Anotherdlvifion  of  the  Spanifli  fleet,  in  Carthagena, 
was  joined  by  theFrench,  in  fpite  of  the  combined 
vigilance  of  the  Briiifli  admirals  ;  from  this  port 
they  failed  through  the  Straits  of  Gibralter,  and  an- 
chored in  the  road  of  Cadiz,  before  the  Britifli  ad- 
miral had  received  information  refpefting  their  move- 
ments, or  the  jum^ion  they  had  efftdtd.  They 
made  a  grand  rota!  of  47  fail  of  the  line,  and,  about 
the  2ift  of  July,  actually  anchored  in  Breft  v;ater. 
This  naval  expedition  had  fornething  in  it  extremely 
daiing,  and  feemed  to  portend  a  defperate  (troke 
againit  Britain,  though  in  fait  it  all  terminated  in 
nothing  but  parade.  It  v/as  expected  by  the  people 
of  France  that  fuch  a  prodigious  fleet  would  either 
convey'fufficient  reinforcement  to  the  armies,  capture 
the  fleet  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  before  Cadiz,  or  deflroy 
the  Britifli  and  Ruflian  fliips  before  Palermo,  in  the 
Ifland  ({  Sicily  ;  but  the  Directory  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  make  the  attempt. 
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The  condiu-1  of  the  Dire(5lory  had  produced  fucli 
general  diflatisfaftion  tnat  its  deftruction  had  been 
long  premeditated,  and  the  feafon  for  accomplifliing 
it  at  laft  arrived. 

The  moft  active  leaders  of  the  confpiracy  againfl. 
the  Executive  Power,  were  nine  members  of  the 
councils,  Liicien  Buonaparte,  Francois  de  Nantes,, 
and  Boulay  deia  Meurthe,  \vhofeobje6t  was  to  throw 
out  three  of  the  members^  as  unqualified  for  their  rank; 
thefe  oppofitionifts  were  marked  out  by  the  Directory 
as  objects  of  vengeance  ;  this  did  not  efcape  their 
obfervation,  fo  that  they  did  not  deem  their  own 
houfes  an  afylum,  and  viewed  their  lives  in  continual 
danger,  except  when  feated  in  the  councils  as  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  completely  flieltered  by  their 
conftitutional  inviolability. 

So  determined  was  the  oppofition  of  the  Councils 
that  tlieir  intercft  was  daily  obtaining  converts,  and 
the  contending  parties  fecured  fuch  means  of  defence 
as  might  render  them  vii'lorious,  fliould  the  difference 
require  to  be  fettled  by  force  of  arms.  The  Directory 
had  a  guard  of  their  own,  ex  officio^znA  the  troops  in 
the  environs  of  Paris  were  like  wile  fubjcift  to  their  au- 
thority ;  but  the  latter  were  gained  over  by  the  op- 
pofition parly.  The  officers  were  peculiarly  attached 
to  the  enemies  of  the  Direiflory,  and  gained  poirtlTiori 
of  the  military  fchoqUwithouc  much  oppofition,  and 
made  themfclves  maflcrs  of  all  the  engines  of  dellruc- 
tion,  which  the  Direiftory  might  have  turned  againfl 
them  without  fuch  preparations.  It  was  demanded, 
that  three  of  the  Dircdlors,  Merlin,  TreilhanI,  and 
Lepeaux,  fiiould  refign  ;  three  days  were  required  by 
the  Dirertorv  for  the  purpofe  of  rtturning  their 
definitive  anfwer.     The  Councils  had  alrcadv  two  of 
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the  members  (Barras  and  Sieves)  on  their  fide,  and 
therefore,  laboured  to  procure  the  majority,  as  the 
eafieft  and  leall  offenfive  mode  of  fecuring  the  objeft 
thev  had  in  view.  But  the  thre;;  members  of  the 
Direftory  remained  inflexible,  confidering  that  Con- 
ftitution  as  their  principal  fafeguard,  which,  in  a 
thoufand  inftances,  they  had  made  no  fcruple  to 
violate. 

By  the  13th  article  of  the  Conftitution  it  was 
enaded,  "  That  no  member  of  the  Legifialive  Body 
can  be  elefted  a  member  of  the  Directory,  either 
during  the  time  of  his  legiflative  functions  or  du- 
ring the  year  which  follows  the  expiration  of  his 
funftions.''  Upon  inquiry  it  was  found,  that  Treil- 
hard  had  ceafed  to  be  a  legiOator  on  the  30th  Flo- 
real,  and  had  been  elected  a  direftor  on  the  26th  of 
the  fame  month  next  year,  which  made  his  direftor- 
fliip  unconftitutional  ;  which  violation  he  frankly 
acknowledged,  and,  without  any  flruggle  whatever 
for  the  retaining  of  his  authority,  he  voluntarily  re- 
figned  his  feat.  On  his  refignation  his  place  was 
filled  by  one  Gohier,  minifter  of  juftice.  Merlin  and 
Lepaux  qu^tced  the  Luxembourg  loaded  with  curfes 
and  execrations.  Roger  Ducos  and  Moulins  were 
nominated  their  fuccelTors ;  the  former  being  a  legif- 
lator  with  whom  the  people  in  general  were  little 
acquainted,  and  the  latter  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
a  ftaff  officer  during  the  reign  of  terror. 

The  Direftory  fell  the  neceflity  of  aroufing  all 
the  energies  of  France  to  meet  the  new  attacks  that 
theAUies  were  ,pr.eparing.o;5rhe.y\rchduke  had  al- 
moft- :)90;,psnD jmen ewnldec  iteiB  3CopilnTiridyioeiic^o£ve:  of 
tfeevarn?  y :  aof:  J  D'bferv  ateonj  imnder  ;G'tirseraKSuft!aC'i-ow,T 
h&tw«6a^jliait-£>aDuiie-aiid)--$heiTroatJ«r6i:ofvtix&:Tyw 
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rol,  wliich  was  20,000  ftrong ;  the  Ruffians  amounted 
to  about  45,000,  which,  with  the  forces  under  Had- 
dick,  Bellegarde,  Kaim,  &:c.  amounted  to  the  mighty- 
total  of  300,000  men,  deftiiied  againft  the  frontiers 
of  France  I  The  new  Dirtftory  iifed  no  efforts  to 
conteal  the  danger  of  the  ftaie;  the  Republic,  at 
the  higheft  calculation,  had  no  more  than  195,000 
men  to  bring  into  the  field,  exchifive  of  (he  troops 
of  the  Batavian  Republic,  w^ich  amounted  to  about 
20,000.  In  this  fituation,  it  was  refolved  to  raife 
ihe  army  to  500,000  men,  from  every  clafs  of  the 
confcription. 

Battalions  were  formed  in  the  different  depart- 
ments, and,  by  official  calculations,  it  was  ftated, 
that  no  fewer  than  550,000  men  would  be  in  the 
pay  of  government,  and  ready  for  aflion,  in  three 
months.  To  render  thcfe  forces  effetftual  without, 
it  was  propofed  to  form  anew  the  national  guard,  of 
which  the  moveable  columns  were  to  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  interior,  and  for  reinforcing  the 
different  towns  and  forts  upon  the  frontiers;  and 
a  fmall  part  of  thofe  forces  foon  reached  the  armies 
of  Moreau  and  MafTena. 

We  formerly  left  General  Macdonald  cominuin:; 
his  retreat  into  Tufcany,  after  he  had  fought  the 
bloody  battle  near  Plactntia.  It  woidd  have  been 
innr[)offible  for  him  to  have  finiflied  this  arduous  re- 
treat had  General  Suwarrow  continued  (o  prcfs  upon 
his  rear-giMrd,  for  Klenau  and  Ilolienzollern  attacked 
him  in  flank,  and  tlitreby  impeded  his  march  very 
confiderably  ;  but  the  grand  mancc.ivres  performed 
in  his  fiivonf  by  Geneial  Mnreau  turned  Suwarrow's 
attention  towards  Alexandria.  The  divifion  under 
General  Vi<ftor   occupied  the  priffcs   of  the  Appe- 
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nines,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  Lapoype,  after 
marching  along  the  valley  of  the  Tanaro,  when  the 
communication  by  La  Corniche  was  completely 
covered,  and  nothing  left  to  Macdonald  to  appre- 
hend refptfiing  the  laft  outlet. 

The  retreat  of  the  army  from  Naples  was  fol- 
lowed by  fcenes  the  moft  fiiocking  to  humanifv  ;  the 
majority  were  averfe  to  Repubiicanifm,  and  Car- 
dinal Riiffo  having  aiTumed  the  command,  was  at 
the  gates  of  the  city  with  a  confiderable  force,  which 
he  had  collected  in  Calabria,  and  was  joined  by 
2,000  Britifli  and  500  Rufiian  troops.  Upon  this 
the  Republicans  took  refuge  in  the  forts,  that  they 
might  have  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  an  ho- 
nourable capitulation  ;  they  were  attacked  at  dif- 
ferent times,  but  repulfed  the  Royaliils  with  the 
moft  determined  bravery  and  refolution.  Ten  days 
afterward  the  Cardinal  fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  inch 
of  them  as  were  in  the  Caftello  Novo,  and  to  thofe 
alfo  who  had  made  an  afylum  of  Fort  St.  Elmo. 
Tiiis  lad  place  entered  into  a  capitulation  with  Car- 
dinal Ruffo,  wiio  alfumed  the  defignation  of  F'u-ar  of 
th  Kvi^  of  Naples.  By  one  article  it  was  agreed  on, 
*'  That  the  members  of  the  government,  and  the 
patriots  in  the  fortrefTes,  as  well  ns  the  French  gar- 
rifon,  and  the  national  troops,  fliould  march  out  with 
the  honours  of  war,  with  arms  and  baggage,  and 
lliould  be  conduced  to  Toulon."  But,  as  there  was 
no  dependence  to  be  placed  on  the  treaty  of  a 
Catholic,  the  befieged  were  not  to  evacuate  St. 
Elmo  till  every  article  of  the  capitulation  was  faith- 
fully perfoimed  by  the  conquerors.— The  Republi- 
cans were  detained  in  (he  roads  for  17  days,  owing 
to  contrary  winds,  during  which  period  they  did  not 
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experience  any  tnoleftstion ;  but  the  B.-itiOi  fleet, 
under  Lord  Nel/bn,  appeared  before  Najiles,  and 
blocked  up  all  the  fliips  which  were  appointed  to 
carry  the  Republicans  to  Toulon,  and  the  King  fooa 
after  arrived,  attended  by  two  Bricifli  fliips  of  the 
line.  He  treachtrroufly  publiflied  a  nianifcflo,  de- 
claring, that  a  negotiation  with  rebels  was  contrary 
to  his  wiHi,  and  done  without  his  authority.  He 
accordingly  reverfed  all  that  had  been  done  by  Car- 
dinal RufFo,  and  feveralof  the  Republican  party  were 
hanged  upon  the  f[)ot,  and  their  houfes  given  up 
to  fobbery  and  plunder. 

It  has  been  faid  that  the  cruelties  commanded  by 
the  King  upon  this  occafion  exceeded  thofe  which 
were  the  dirgracc  of  France  duriny;  the  tyrannical 
ufurpation  of  Robefpierre !  and  it  has  left  an  inde- 
lible ftain  upon  the  character  of  Nelfon,  that  this 
aft  of  perfidy  was  fandioned  by  his  authority.  Tiie 
prince  of  Stigliano  and  the  Duke  of  Carracciolo 
were  behtaded,  and  19  ladies  of  diftindion,  with  a 
number  of  officers  and  ectlefiaftics  were  hanged. 
The  court  was  fo  afliamed  at  the  reports  fo  exten- 
fively  circulated,  that  a  refutation  of  them  was  pub- 
liflied, but  the  bloody  derds  cannot  be  denied.  The 
Cardinal  in  vain  proteftcd  againft:  violating  the  arti- 
cles of  capitulation,  notwithftanding  he  produced  a 
le'terfrom  the  prime  miniftcr,  by  which  he  received 
authority  to  grart  the  conditions  upon  which  their 
furrender  was  obtained.  Thoufands  were  continu- 
ally thrown  into  prifon,  and  the  tribunal  executed 
the  royal  mandate  with  bloody  punftuality.  The 
Cardinal  did  not  conceal  hisrefentnunt  and  indigna- 
tion, on  which  account  he  was  deprived  of  his  of- 
fice as  Viceroy,  by  ihofc  who  confulered  it  as  inj- 
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proper  to  keep  faith  with  heretics,  and  imagined 
that  the  nod  of  a  fovereign  was  fuflicient  to  fcieea 
the  worfi:  of  crimes. 

As  the  rear-guards,  which  General  Macdonald  left 
behind  him,  were  extremely  weak,  Klenau  and  Ho- 
henzoUern  obliged  them  to  evacuate  Modena  and 
Bologna.  General  Ott  forced  the  ganifon  of  Ur- 
bino  to  furrender,  after  a  fiege  of  a  few  days.  Mac- 
donald, therefore,  determined  to  evacuate  Tufcany, 
and  agijn  endeavour  to  retreat  into  the  territory  of 
Genoa.  The  right  wing  of  his  army  v/as  confider- 
ably  weakened  by  the  defertion  of  the  Cifalpine 
General,  Lahotze ;  and  he  fuffered  much  in  Florence 
by  the  infurgcnts  of  Arezzo.  The  Combined  Pow- 
ers, immediately  after  his  departure,  reinforced  Tuf- 
cany, forming  a  juntSlion  with  the  Infurgents  of 
Arezzo,  fo  firongly  reinforced  as  to  form  a  body  of 
30,000  men,  under  General  Ingheranni.  On  the 
8th  of  July  Klenau  made  his  entrance  into  Florence; 
at  the  time  the  people  rofe.  up  in  arms,  and,  hav- 
ing effaced  every  mark  of  the  Republican  conllitu- 
tion,  they  re-eftabliilied  their  ancient  government, 
a  tolerable  good  proof  that  the  fway  of  the  French 
power  was  not  quite  fo  mild  as  it  was  reprefented 
by  themfelves.  The  lafl:  rear-guard  was  compoled 
of  the  troops  in  Leghorn  and  Porto  Ferrajo,  who 
finiflied  their  retreat  by  the  v/ay  of  Sarzana-  Ge- 
neral D'Argubet  prepared  to  m<;ke  a  vigorous  refift- 
ance,  and  ftrongly  reinforced  the  garrifons  of  Fort 
d'Antigano,  which  the  Infurgents  menaced,  when  he 
received  orders  to  e\iacuate  Leghorn.  He  capitu- 
lated with  the  Tufcan  General,  Lavillette,  which 
embraced  the  fafe  retreat  of  Iho  ganifon  of  Porto 
Ferrajo,  and  the  return   jl   the  Tick.     The  Grand 
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Duke  was  re-«ftabliflicd  and  General  Macdonald 
Hniflied  his  retreat,  having  been  obliged  to  leave 
behind  him  or  deftroy  his  heavy  artillery,  camp- 
equipage,  and  the  remains  of  the  rich  fpoils  of  Italy, 
the  army  being  now  reduced  to  14,000  men. 
After  Suwarrow  had  formed  a  junftion  with  General 
Bellegarde  between  Tortona  and  Alexandria,  on  the 
26lh  of  June,  he  called  in  the  troops  of  Kaim  and 
VukalTovich,  in  order  to  direft  his  route  againft 
General  Moreau,  who  retreated  from  Novi  farther 
iuto  the  Ligurian  Republic,  by  the  way  of  the  Bo- 
chetta. 

The  main  body  of  the  Combined  Army  encamped 
on  the  river  Orba,  at  the  entrance  of  the  valley  of 
that  name ;  a  fituation  that  ferved  to  proteft  Alex- 
andria and  Tortona.  General  Bellegarde  was  ap- 
pointed to  befiege  the  former  of  thefe  two  places, 
as  Su-varrow  confidered  the  redudion  of  it  neceflary 
to  his  fubfequent  operations.  The  firft  parallel  was 
completed  on  the  14th  of  July,  and  21  batteries 
were  ready  to  open  upon  it,  when  Gardanne,  the 
Republican  commander,  received  a  fummons,  but 
refufid  to  furrcnder ;  two  hundred  and  teli  pieces 
of  cannon  played  inceflantly  againft  it;  and  General 
Gardanne,  finding  it  impofliblc  to  refift  the  dreadful 
force  brought  againft  him,  offered  to  capitulate, 
which  the  enemy  accepted  on  the  22d,  and  the  gar- 
rifon  continued  prifoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of 
2,6co  men.  General  Suwarrow  fixed  his  head  quar- 
ters at  Alexandria,  having  to  lament  the  lofs  of  Ge- 
neral de  Chafteler,  whofe  military  talents  had  been 
highly  bentficial  to  him.  Moreau  who  l.ad  been 
unaMe  to    retire    to    Alexandria,    exltndcd   his   line 
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Weft  wards  to  the  frontiers  of  France,  without  leav- 
ing either  Genoa  or  the  Uochetta  expofed,  and  he 
preferved  the  otlier  pades  of  tf;e  Appienines  :  his 
headquarters  were  at  Culiano;  and,  having  taken 
fuch  fteps  as  could  alone  frcure  the  pofTeffion  of  tlie 
J^igurian  republic,  and  the  anivid  of  reinforcen'icnts, 
he  refigned  the  command  of  the  army  to  General 
Joubert.  i^fter  Suwarrow  got  pofVeffion  of  Alex- 
andria he  agaiii  marched  a  part  of  his  army  into 
Piedmont,  invefted  Coni,  made  an  attack  upon  Fe- 
iieftrelles,  and  difpatched  General  Haddick,  with 
12,000  men,  to  the  Valley  of  Aoft,  in  order  to.  reach 
the  Vallais.  The  Prince  of  Rohan,  having  received 
reinforcements,  made  an  attack  on  Little  St.  Bernard, 
which  occafioned  a  confiderable  degree  of  alarms  and 
rendered  it  neceflary  for  the  Republicans  to  retain  a 
considerable  force  in  that  quarter. 

The  importance  of  the  battle  near  Placentia  (for- 
merly mentioned,)  gained  by  the  Combined  Powers, 
coiififted  in  the  unmolefted  manner  in  which  General 
Kray  was  perQ:)itted  to  continue  the  fiege  of  Mantua^ 
The  captvH'e  of  that  place  was  of  the  laft  importance, 
in  the  eftimation  of  Suwarrow,  as  it  would  form  a 
■  juftification  of  his  projects,  redtify  his  plan  of  opera- 
tions, and  put  it  in  his  power  to  fend  reinforcements 
to  the  Archduke,  in  return  for  thofe  which  he  had 
formerly  received  from  his  Royal  Highnefs.  Nothing 
was  left  unattempted  to  accomplifh  the  fpeedy  re- 
du(51ion  of  Mantua,  and  600  pieces  of  cannon  and 
mortars  were  deftined  to  pour  their  thunders  againfl 
it.  The  army  of  the  befiegers  was  reir.forced  by  two 
regiments  from  Auftria,  and  a  corps  of  Rufiian  artil- 
lery ;  wjiile  the  people,  for  40  miles  round,  weie  com- 
pelled to  afTift  in  conftru(fting  the  works. 
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In  the   garrifon    of  tliis  city   there    were    10,000 
m=?n,  coiiimaiidecl  by  Latour  FoiOac,  who  Rad  been 
an   engineer    under    the    moniirchial     government. 
The  attack  was  made  by  General  Kray  on  the  South 
fide,  who   at  firft  carried  the  ciupofts,   the  Cerefc, 
the  head  of  the  bridge  covering  the  fliiice,  and  the 
commiinicalioiis  vvifli  the  works  of  the  Suburb   dii 
The,  which  was  divided   from  the  main  land  by  six 
arm  of   the   JMincio.     Oppohte   to   this  fuburb   the 
rrenches  were  opened  during  the  nig-l\t  between, the 
^i3th  and  14th   of  July  ;   a?,  i'oon  as  it  was  perceived. 
that  .tiie  trenches  were  opened,  the  fire  from  the  city 
became  extremely   brifii,    which,   however,  did  not 
prevent  the  fini filing   of  the  firft  and   fecond  paral- 
lels;  and  the  batteries  were   mounted  in  l^f^  than  a 
week. 

The  main  attack  was  feconded  by  others  againll 
the    horn-work  of  the   gate  Pradclh,  and   Fort  Sr. 
George,  on  the  oppofite  fide   of  the   lake,    againft 
which  approaches  were  made  at  the  fame  lime.     On 
breaking  the  chief  flnice,   and  draining  the  water,  to 
render  cafy  the  ellabblhing  of  new  batteries  for  pro- 
teAing  the  palijgeof  Bsjuoia,  CJeneral  Kray  attacked 
the  entrenchments  between  Cerefe  and  the  Suburb  dii 
The,  which  he  carried,  fword  in  hand.     The  French 
abandoned  fort  St.  George  on  the-26th  of  July,  and 
the  horn-work,   commanding  die  entrance  acrofs  to 
the  Pradilla  was  likewife  evacuated,  which  the  enemy 
believed  mi^ht  be  carried   by  aflault,  after  opening 
the  th.id  parallel  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis.     In  tliis 
fituation  the  commander   accepted   of  the  capitula- 
tion which  Kray  olFerrd   him  on  the  28ih,  and  de- 
livered to    iii;n   the   keys  of   Mnntua,   of  which   the 
R.i'oblicans  had    retained  the   ponellion--fince  the 
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month  of  February  1797.  In  two  days  after,  the 
garrifon  marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and 
laid  down  their  arms  upon  the  glacis.  Agreeably 
to  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  garrifon  was  to 
be  efcorted  to  the  frontiers  of  France,  under  the  po- 
fitive  provifo  not  to  take  up  arras  againfi:  the  Repub- 
lic till  regularly  exchanged. 

It  is  no  difficult  matter  to  form  a  judgment  of  the 
importance  of  this  furrender  to  the  Combined  Pow- 
ers ;  as,  while  Mantua  was  in  pofTeffion  of  the  Repub- 
licans, il  was  impoilible  for  General  Suwarrow  to 
carry  on  any  decifive  operations  againft  Switzerland 
or  Nice.  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  a  new  plan 
was  adopted  for  defending  the  frontiers  of  France, 
advantageous  to  that  country,  and  continually  ren- 
dered more  fo  by  every  moment's  delay.  Suwar- 
row's  army,  and  that  of  the  Archduke  were  mutually 
enabled  to  affiil  each  other ;  and  the  furrender  of 
Mantua,  at  fuch  a  critical  period,  was  the  fevered 
lofs  which  the  Republic  could  have  experienced. 
Nothing  of  any  confequence  took  place  in  Switzer- 
land ;  the  hoftile  armies  being  fo  nearly  on  a  par 
that  it  was  thought  nothing  decifive  could  be  at- 
tempted by  either,  without  deftroying  the  equili- 
brium. 
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CTIAPTER  XIV. 
Various  Engag/'ments  beliveen  Majfena  and  the  Arch-- 
duke— 'Lecourbs  gains  Po/fl/io?!    cf  St.  Got/iard — BhcJy 
Engagements  betioecti  the  French  and  the  Allies — jfoubert 
iilhd. — Driadfid     Battle    of  J^ovi.      Retreat     of  the', 
French. — The  .Allies  take  Tortuna. — Suzvanozv ^'aocecds  to 
Siuitzyland. 

^  l.*il/\;jSENA  and  the  Archduke  were  equally  ig- 
norant of  the  ftrength  of  their  refpective  portions 
after  the  fangninary  confiids  before  Zurich,  till  they 
attempted  to  diflodge  the  advanced  guards  of  eacii 
other.  The  Archduke  attacked  Mount  Aibis  on  the 
8:h  of  July»  aud  Malfena  gave  battle,  on  the  15th,  to 
that  diviiioh  of  the  Auilrian  army  uhivli  was  before 
Zurich,  nvifhiT  of  which  was  productive  of  any  ma- 
terial advantage.  Tlie  left  wine  of  the  Archduke's 
army  was  cntrufttd  to  General  Hotze,  who  made 
Klotten  his  head-quarters,  and  MaiTena  ftationed 
himftlf  at  Lenzburg,  completed  his  lines,  cailed  in' 
his  left  wing  under  General  Lecourbe,  whofe  rear- 
guard had  been  in  continual  aftion  with  fuch  of  ti\e 
Auilrian  troops  as  were  commanded  by  Bel!egarde 
and  Hadtijck  among  the  vallies  in  the  vicinity  of  St. 
Gothard.  As  the  Arc  hduke  perceived,  about  the  end 
of  June,  that  ftrong  reinforcements  were  fcnt  to  Mai- 
fena,  he  gave  it  in  charge  to  General  Stzarry,  who 
ccmmnntkd  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Rhine,  to  annov 
the  Republican  [lofls,  and  draw  off  their  attention  in 
the  mort  fcrious  manner  towards  the  Nations  oa  and. 
near  the  Rhiiic. 

^  3 
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The  divlfions  of  the  French  army  ftationed  at 
Oifenburg,  under  General  Grand,  were  obhged  to 
retreat  towards  Kehl,  while  other  troops  in  the  fame 
quarter  were  forced  to  take  refuge  under  old  Brifach. 
MafTena,  in  the  mean  time,  ftrongly  reinforced  his  left 
wing  beyond  the  Rhine,  finifhed  his  preparations  for 
the  defence  of  Bafil,  and  enabled  General  Grand  to 
adopt  offenfive  meafures.  The  Auftrians,  who  had 
ftationed  themfelves  at  Refchen,  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy  on  the  14th  of  July,  and  compelled  to  retreat 
beyond  Oberkirch;  and.  at  the  fame  time,  a  bloody 
adion  took  place  between  the  hufTars  of  Blankftein 
and  different  companies  of  Republican  grenadiers. 
General  Grand,  two  days  after,  made  an  attack  upon 
General  Meersfeldr,  obliging  him  to  abandon  Offen- 
burg,  and  fall  back  beyond  Ortemburg.  On  the  9th  of 
July,  Meersfeldt  engaged  the  French,  in  his  turn,  after 
receiving  reinfcrcements,  and  forced  them  to  relinquifh 
every  advantage  thay  had  previoufly  obtained. 

MafTena  made  feveral  attempts  againft  the  left  wing 
of  the  Archduke's  army  in  the  fmail  cantons,  as  he 
■was  aflured  that  it  had  been  confiderably  weakened 
by  reinforcing  Haddick  and  Bellcgarde,  when  a 
number  of  aftions  took  place,  during  which  different 
ports  were  captured  and  re-captured,  and  no  ad- 
vantage gained  by  either  party.  On  the  i4h  of  July 
a  fimilar  attempt  was  made  by  General  Hotze  with 
the  Archduke's  left  wing,  on  the  right  of  the  French 
army.  Little  more  was  accompliflied  by  thefe  attacks 
than  had  formerly  been  achieved  by  the  French,  only 
the  latter  were  able  to  reckon  among  the  prifoners 
they  made,  the  Imperial  general,  Count  de  Bey.  This 
was  the  firft  operation  of  the  Archduke's  left,  which 
toald  be  denominated  offendvcj  and  had  an  intimate 


NAPOLEON     BUONAPARTE.  199 

connexion  with  otliers,  preparing  in  the  Upper  Vallais, 
attlie  foiirce  of  the  Rhone,  where  the  inhabitants  ap- 
peared inarms  to  efpoufc  thecaufe  of  the  Combined 
Powers,  and  molefl:  the  polls  of  General  Turreau. 

The  French  Commander  now  found  it  neceifary 
to  reft  and  recruit  his  army,  that  it  might  be  prepared 
to  meet  a  frefti  body  of  Ruiriaiis  who  were  advancing 
towards  Swabia,  under  ti.e  command  of  General 
Rimfi  Korfakow  ;  Malftna  ftrongly  fortified  his  right 
wing,  under  General  Lecourbe,  taking  care  not 
[p  weaken  his  center,  fiationed  before  Zurich,  nor 
his  left  which  was  flanked  by  the  Rhine.  On  the 
1 2th  of  Auguft,  MafTena  began  his  attack  on  the 
Archduke's  pofuion,  with  the  left  wing  of  his  army, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Baden;  next  day  he  took  ad- 
vantage of  a  thick  fog  to  fend  a  column  acrcfs  the 
Limmat,  which  fuccceded  in  carrying  one  of  the 
main  guards  and  entering  the  camp  of  the  cavalry, 
the  Republicans  puflud  forward  within  a  fhort  dif- 
rance  of  the  city  of  Zurich,  and  penetrated  as  far  4s 
the  rear  of  the  Archduke's  line. 

The  French  were  afterwards  attacked  by  forces 
greatly  fuperior,  and  taken  in  flank  by  two  batteries, 
when  they  found  it  ncceflary  to  aft  on  the  defenfivc. 
The  carnage  was  dreadful,  as  the  Swifs  of  bo:h  parties 
were  engaged,  and  attacked  each  other  with  tiie  moft 
determined  fury  and  revenge,  Maflena  withdrew 
his  forces  to  the  left  fide  of  the  Limmat,  and  on  the 
i5lh  the  centres  of  the  contending  armies  refumed 
their  former  pofitions.  Tlie  whole  colunnis  of  the 
Frencli  right,  comprehending  the  divifion  ot  General 
Turreau,  in  tlie  Upper  Vallai.s,  amounting  to  about 
30,000  men,  directed  their  march  againft  the  chief 
pofti  of  ihe  Aullrians.     General  Cliabran,   with  his 
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div-i^fion,  paffed  ihe.Siuic,  repuik-d  tlie  enemy  on  the 
V/ed  Tide  of  ihe  Lake  of  Zurich,- aicended  the  Heights 
of  Etxe!  and  Schindelezzi,  and  engaged  a  corps  of 
Auftrians  between  Lachen  and  Einfidlen.  By  forc- 
ing General  Jellachich  to  abandon  his  poiition  on  the 
lake  and  to  retreat  to  Zvni  h,  the  French  deflroyed 
the  communicati(Mi  between  the  centre  and  left  wing 
of  the  Archduke's  army,  at  the  fame  time  aliifting  tlie 
movements  and  attacks  of  General  Lccourbe  upon 
Schwitz  and  the  whole  coinTe  of  the  Schotten,  from 
Altorf  to  the  top  of  St.  Gothard.  Lecourbe  had  "it 
in  charge  to  repulfe  the  troops  under  Simpfchen  and 
Jellachich,  and  he  vigoroiifly  attacked  the  Auftrian 
ports  before  Schwitz,  on  the  15th  of  Augufr,  at  the 
dawn  of  day,  when  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  upon 
Glaris,  by  the  way  of  the  Bragel  Mountain ;  Le- 
courbe, in  perfon,  led  on  the  attack  againfi:  thepoft  of 
Brunnen.  A  defperate  a&Um  took  pU.ce  at  the  bridge 
ofMulhen,  which  the  aid-dc-camp,  Monlforc,  carried, 
in  fpite  cf  a  tremendous  fire  of  artillery. 

Lecourbe,  with  a  fleet  of  boars,  procetded  up  the 
Lake  of  Lucerne,  in  order  to  contribute  his  aid  to  the 
ditTicuk  attack  upon  Altorf,  which  he  had  committed 
to  the  chief  officer  of  his  ftalf,  General  Perfon.  Some 
of  the  troops  intended  for  this  expedition  took  the 
route  ti)  Seedorf,  and  the  remainder  to  Attinghaufen, 
at  which  villages  fome  bloody  engagements  were 
fought,  as  well  as  r^t  FUielen,  near  the  Chapel  of  Wil- 
liam Tell.  General  Simpfchen  was  obliged  to  evacuate 
Altorf  in  the  evening,  who  retreated  by  Schin- 
dellezzi,  after  he  had  di-ftroyed  the  bridges  on  the 
Reufs.  The  fame  day  General  Loifon  reached 
Wafen,  after  a  difficult  march,  by  the  way  of  Mount 
Wepcha,  acrofs  prodigious  quantites  of  ice  and  fnow..  _^ 
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He  reached  the  (mail  fort  of  the  Meyne,  fitualed 
between  the  precipices  of  the  torrrnt  of  the  fame  name, 
and  perpendicular  rocks,  through  a  narrow  path, 
defended  by  mufketry  aad  artillery.  The  fort  was 
defended  by  300  men,  which  the  Republican  grena- 
diers c;..ried  by  ailhiilt. 

After  General  Leconrbe  !iad  fcattered  and  piirfiied 
a  few  Aiutrianpofts  in  tlie  Valley  of  Maderan,  he  de- 
termiiicM  to  afcend  the  Reiifs,  and  got  before  General 
Loifon.     As  he  proceeded  on  his  march  he  met  with 
a-battalion  which  Loifon  had  fent  to  keep  up  a  com- 
munication with   him.     At    this  moment  Lecourbe 
united  his  forces,  with  a  view  to  make  an  attack  on 
the  flation  of  St.  Gothard,  and  come  up  with  the  right 
wing  of  his  army  under  General  Gaudin,   wlio  had 
received  orders  to  come  by  the  Heights  of  the  Grimlel 
and  the   Fnrca.     General  Leconrbe   having  as   yet 
received  no   intelligence  from  Loifon  relative  to  his 
attack  on  the  ftation  at   St.  Gothard,  continued  his 
route ;  and,  as  he  deemed  it  impracticable  to  turn  the 
palTage  of  the  Pierced  Rock,  he  refolved  to  attack  ia 
front,  and  force  the  palTageof  the  Devil's  Bridge,  acrcfs 
the  Reufs,  20  milts  South  of  AUorf.  Having  formed  a 
iun<5tion  with  General  Loifon,  he  attacked  the  Auftri- 
ans  by  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  fell  back  to  their 
entrenchments  at  the  Di^vil's  Bridge,  flanked    by   the 
torrents    of  the    Reufs  and    inactcfiible    mountains. 
The   French  flicwed   tiicmfclvfs   at  tiie   head    of  the 
bridge,  and  purfned  the  Auflrians,  expefting  to  pafs 
it  along  witli  ilieni  ;  but,  in  the  very  htat  of  the  buttle 
the  bridge  gave  way,  and  a  hideous  chafm  of  fifty  feet 
obliged   them  to  return,  where  they  were  expofed  to 
a  tremendous  fire  from  the  ()|)polite  fide.    The  bridge 
underwent  a  thorough  repair  during  the  niglil,  and, 
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on  theenfiiing  morning,  General  Gaudin  appearrd  mi 
the  right  dde  of  if,  having  uefcended  the  mounlaui 
of  St.  Goihard,  by  the  Valley  of  Urferen.  The 
Aufirians,  in  the  dtfilcs  of  Mount  Grimfel,  refifted 
the  attncksofthe  Republicans  with  the  moft  deter- 
mined bravery.  The  camp  betv.^een  Oberwald  and  . 
,  Guefchen  was  attacked  and  carried  by  the  French  ; 
and  afier  Gaudia  had  rctlcd  a  night  on  thcfe  icy 
fummits,  he  profecatecl  his  march,  by  Mount  Fucra, 
upon  St.  Gothard. 

Thus  ivas  Lecourbe  niafrer  of  St.  Gothard,  and 
the  whole  courfe  of  Reufs,  in  the  fpace  of  forty-eight 
hours,  and  re-eftabliflied  a  communication  with  the 
Upper  Vahais,  when  General  Turreau's  divifion 
formed  a  junftion  with  the  right,  and  drove  the  Au- 
ftrians  beyond  the  Sempelen  with  great  lofs.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Auilrian  army  hsving  retreated  from 
Urferen  toward  Dife;itis,  on  the  Rhine,  began  to  rally 
on  the  riouiitains  of  Crifpait,  from  which  they  could 
accomplifli,  witheafe,  adefcent  into  the  Valley  of  the 
Rhine;  and  they  fucceeded  in  blocking  up  the  en- 
trance into  the  Grifons  by  the  fources  of  that  river, 
by  the  way  of  Mounts  Adel  and  Splugen.  As  Ge- 
neral Lercurbe  was  apprehenfive  that  the  Auflrians 
would  llrengihen  themfelves  in  this  pofition,  he 
turned  St.  Gothard  by  Airold,  and  marched,  with 
the  principal  part  of  his  forces,  after  their  jundion, 
towards  the  Lake  of  Ober  Alp,  and  carried,  by 
force,  the  difticuit  defile  on  the  way  to  Difentis, 
which  was  defended  by  three  battalions  of  Kerpen, 
commanding  the  heights,  and  covering  the  outlets  of 
Cimut,  and  St.  Giacomo,  into  the  valhes  of  the  Rhine. 
This  engagement  v\as  uncommonly  fanguinary,  and 
the    hollile    generals  chartied   at   the    head    of  their 
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rcfpeclive  columns;  the  regiment  of  Kerpen  fuftained 
many  dreadful  affaults,  bur,  was  at  lall,  compelkd  to 
yield  to  the  Repulilicans,  and  only  a  fmallpart  of  it 
made  good  its  retrent  to  Difentis. 

The  Archduke  made  every  preparation  to  flrength- 
en  his  left  wing,  after  its  (ignal  defeat,  and  l)rought 
up  the  fiift  RiilTuin  columns  which  reached  Schaff- 
hnufcn,  to  be  engaged  in  battle  without  any  time 
being  permitted  tiiem  to  rcfl.  in  oider  to  draw  the 
attention  of  MallVna  on  the  left,  and  induce  him  to 
Itop  the  movements  of  Lccourbe,  he  dillembled  his 
forcing  the  pall'age  of  the  Aar,  below  Baden,  and  on 
the  i7tli  of  Auguft  began  to  conftruft  two  bridges. 
The  work  was  carried  on  under  the  protection  of  the 
Republicaji  fire  on  the  left  fide;  but  the  want  of 
j)ropf  r  anchorage,  from  the  rocky  bottom  of  the  Aar, 
rendered  this  meafure  imprafticable.  The  firft  di- 
vifion  of  the  Ruffians,  under  Gen-iral  Hotze,  marched 
upon  Regef[)urg  en  the  19th,  with  a  view  to  put  a 
period  to  the  progrefs  of  the  French. 

Both  fides  feemed  now  preparing  to  -aA  nith 
greater  acYivity  than  ever.  It  was  the  refolution  of 
Suwarrow,  in  Italy,  to  leave  no  place  behind  him  un- 
occu})icd,  and  to  gain  [)oirefnon  of  the  flat  country. 
Prior  to  his  attempt  on  the  Ligurian  Republic,  he 
prefTed  the  liege  of  Tortona,  blockaded  Coni  with  re- 
doubled caution,  and  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  Re- 
publican polls  at  the  entrance  of  the  dehles,  and  little 
valiies  of  the  Appenints.  General  Klcnau,  who  had 
followed  the  rear-guard  of  Macdonald  to  the  entrance 
of  the  river  of  the  Eaft,  made  hinifelf  niafter  of 
Sarzana,  Fort  Lerici,  and  all  the  poH lions  on  the 
Gulphof  Spezzia,  where  the  Republicans  w-.-re  already 
madcrs  of  Fort  St.  Maria.     Every  part  of  the  Allied 
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army  began  to  concentrate,  and  met  in  the  plaiiv 
between  the  river  Orba  and  Scrivia,  when  the  ar- 
rival was  expeded  of  the  army  which  had  befieged 
Mantua,  inuier  General  Kray  ;'and  the  capture  of 
the  citadel  of  Tortona  was  to  be  ^he  fignal  for  future 
operations. 

Joubert  having  received  the  chief  command  of  the 
army  of  Italy,  in  place  of  Moreau,  as  already  men- 
tioned, was  ordered  to  defcend  the  Appenines,  to 
bring  Suwarrow^  to  engage  him,  which  movement 
was  to  be  favoured  by  fome  corps  belonging  to  the 
army  of  the  Alps,  now  commanded  by  Champion- 
net,  who  had  baffled  all  the  calumnies  of  the  old 
Direflory.  Maflena,  in  Switzerland,  was  to  come  to 
a  general  engagement  v/ilh  the  left  wing  of  the  Auf- 
trian  army,  to  force  it  to  abandon  the  fmall  can- 
tons, and  St.  Gothard,  which  was  confiderably  weak- 
ened by  being  extended ;  he  was  alfo  directed  to  a6t 
on  the  rio;ht  fide  of  the  lower  Rhine,  to  force  the 
Archduke  either  to  come  to  the  aid  of  General 
StzTiiTay,  or  prevent  him  from  receiving  reinforce- 
ments by  the  way  of  Svvabia.  This  conftituted  the 
plan  of  attack  from  Schaffhaufen  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean. 

It  was  on  the  frontier  of  Switzerland  that  the 
French  Republic  had  moft  to  apprehend,  which  in- 
duced the  Government  to  fend  powerful  reinforce- 
ments to  the  army  in  that  quarter,  which  arrived  in 
conftant  fucceflion,  by  different  routes,  to  unite  with 
the  centre  and  wings  of  MalTena'i)  army,  while  his 
antagonifl,  the  Archduke,  could  not  receive  divifions 
of  Ruffian  troops  by  any  other  way  than  that  of 
Schaffhaufen,  and  whofe  periods  of  arrival  could  be 
calculated  with  precifion.      The   reinforcements   of 
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Mr.iTena  were  excellent  troops,  chiefly  confifting  of 
infantry;  but,  as  they  were  unacquainted  with  fight- 
ing among  mountains,  the  Aufrrians  had  greatly  the 
advantage  of  them,  united  with  mountaineers,  Swifs, 
and  Tyroleans,  who  had  re-captured  St.  Gothard, 
and  the  Grifons,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  fniall 
cantons. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Joubert  made  judicious 
arrangements  of  the  reinforcements  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  Republican  government.  The  mu- 
tilated army  of  Macdonald,  notwithflanding  the 
oppofitiou  of  the  Allies,  fucceetled  in  reaching 
Genoa,  but  the  long  attempted  juni^ion  was  flill 
prevented  ;  the  General  repaired  to  France  to  enjoy 
a  fliort  fcafon  of  repofe,  at  a  diftance  from  the  ex- 
ceflive  fatigues  and  horrors  of  war — a  tranquillity  to 
which  he  was  entitled  from  his  having  accompli fued 
one  of  the  mofl;  laborious  and  honourable  retreats 
recorded  in  hlftory.  Jouhcrt's  right  wing  was  com- 
manded by  St.  Cyr,  and  the  left  by  Perignon,  which 
latter  took  the  ftrong  pofition  of  Milltfimo,  and, 
likewife,  Murialto  and  Callizano  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ceva. 

The  centre  and  right  wing  of  the  French  army 
were  covered  by  the  Bochetta,  as  they  marched  from 
Montenotte  to  Campotrcddo,  and  puflied  their  ad- 
vanced pofts  into  the  valley  of  Erro,  and  ol  the 
Orba.  An  advanced  guard  under  General  Dom- 
broufky,  took  poirtfTion  of  the  pofts  of  Gavi,  while 
that  of  Scrravalla  was  forced  to  capitulate.  General 
Joubert  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Campo  Marino, 
and  reconnoitred  his  pofitions,  in  company  with  Mo- 
reau,  being  refolved  to  raifc  the  blockade  of  Tortoua, 
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and  to  force  his  way  into  the  plains  of  Liguria.  He 
defircd  General  Morean  to  affift  him  with  his  ad- 
vices and  inflrudions  before  his  departure,  v/ith 
v.'hich  that  extraordinary  officer  generoufly  com- 
plied, and  accepted  of  a  command  under  the  orders 
of  Joubert.  Having  taken  ftrong  advanced  guards 
from  the  centre  and  right  wing  of  his  army  on  the 
13th  of  Augufi-,  and  pofled  himfelf  in  the  rallies 
of  the  Orba  and  the  Bormida,  Joubert  formed  three 
columns  of  attack ;  the  firft  took  the  route  of  the 
Bormida,  marching  upon  Acqui  by  the  way  of 
Dego ;  the  fecond  defcended  the  valley  of  Erro, 
through  which  the  river  of  that  name  flow?,  and 
inarched  towards  Caftelferro,  while  the  third 
marched  from  Campofreddo,  and  was  to  make  its 
entrance  into  the  plain  Givi. 

A  fourth  column,  fuperior  to  the  reft  in  ftrength, 
marched  by  the  defiles  of  the  Bochetta,  under  Ge- 
neral St.  Cyr,  to  whom  Moreau  had  united  himfelf 
as  a  guide,  although  the  real  objeft  of  its  deftina- 
tion  was  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Tortona.  The  Re- 
publicans, on  the  fame  day,  made  a  vigorous  attack 
on  the  troops  under  General  Bellegarde,  who  were 
in  poffeffion  of  Trezzo  and  Beftanga  before  Acqui. 
General  Joubert,  who  puflied  the  left  wing  at  Ba- 
faluzzo,  where  he  could  cover  the  movements  of  a 
body  of  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Scrivia, 
was  determined  to  follow  the  courfe  of  the  moun- 
tains on  the  right  fide  of  this  river,  and  march  di- 
redly  againft  Tortona.  This  was  a  manoeuvre  which 
Suwarrow  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  prevent,  unlefs 
he  could  drive  the  Republican  army  from  their 
pofition,  which  he  determined  to  attempt  without 
lofs  of  time,  and  accordingly  commenced  his  attack 
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on  the  l6th  of  Auguft.  The  riglit  wing  of  the 
Combined  Army,  under  General  Kray,  began  the 
bloody  action,  who  diredfd  his  whole  force  againft 
the  left  wing  of  the  French,  where  General  Joubert 
liad  afiumed  the  perfonal  command. 

Scarcely    had    the   battle  commenced,   when  this 
e;allant  oihccr  was  morta.ly  wounded  by  a  ball,  which 
pierced  him  to  the  hearty  while  heading  and  animat- 
ing I  he  infantry  by  his  perfonal  prcfcnce,  who  were 
enthufianically  exclaiming,    "  I-'orwr.rd  !    forward!" 
and  General  Joubert,  to  whofe  mlHtary  talents   and 
charaeler  every  political  party  in  France  did   equal 
juftice,  exclaimed   with  his  expiring  breath,  "  For- 
ward !   forward  !".  Novi,  fituated   nine  miles  South- 
foii;h-we(l  of  Tortona,   was  attempted  to  be  turned 
by  General  Kray,  and  at  the  fame  time  attacked  in 
front  by  the  Riillian  commander,  Bagration  j  but  their 
united  aOkults  were  inelTcdua!,  when  Derfelden  and 
Mclas,  with  the   centre  and   left  wing,   were  com- 
manded to  attack,    the  one   by   the  road  of  Novi, 
and  the  other  by  the  left  or  Wefl:  fide  of  the  Scrivia ; 
an  attempt  which   pioved  equally  as  abortive  as  the 
one  already  mentioned,  fmce  the  Rufiian  commander, 
Derfelden,  found  it  imprafticable  to  gain  the  heiglus 
to  the  left  of  Novi. 

All  the  hofiile  lines  were  now  clofcly  engaged  ; 
and, 'as  was  to  be  e\pe»?led,  (he  flaughter  was  pro- 
digious. The  troops  under  General  Kray  were  driven 
back  about  thiec  in  the  afternoon,  with  great  hi".; 
a  circumdance  which  determintd  Suwarrow  to  make 
another  attack  upon  the  heights  of  Novi  with  the 
jo'nt  forcts  undtr  Defeidcn,  Bagra'.ion,  and  Mil- 
loraUnvItth;  but  fo  determined   was  the  oppcfUion 
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of  the  Republicans,  that  they  could  not  bt  com- 
pelled to  abandon  their  pofition.  During  this  Con- 
tell  the  centre  of  the  Combined  Array  was  nearly 
annihilated  by  the  charges  of  the  French,  which 
were  fuftained  by  Siuvarrovv  with  that  ferocious  kind 
of  courage  for  which  he  was  rennarkabie  through 
lifer  As  he  could  not  force  the  centre  of  the  enemy, 
lie  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  its  pro- 
grefs.  Moreau  afTumed  the  chief  command  after  the 
death  of  Joubert,  and  diftinguifiied  himfelf  by  his 
petfonal  bravery. 

General  Melas,   with  the  left  wing,  compofed  of 
18  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  fix  of  Auflrian  in- 
fantry, reached  the  firft  heights  of-Novi,  on  the  fide 
of  Bettola,  fending   the  corps  of  Nobili   along  the 
left  bank  of  the  Scrivia,  to  turn   the  right  wing  of 
the  Republican  army.     With  the  divifion  of  Frolich 
he   engaged  the  right  flank  of  the  French,   when 
General  Lufignan   received  fome  defperate  wounds, 
and  was  made  prifoner.     The  Prince  of  Lichtenfieiii 
was  ordered  to  pals  the  line  of  the  French  army  to 
the  rear  of  their  right   v.'ing,  and  take  poflcffion  at 
the   fame  time  of  whatever  interm.ediate  points   he 
might  deem  of  advantage.    Melas  fortified  this  move- 
ment   by   flrong    batteries   in   the   direftion    of  the 
troops,  which  turned   the   tide  of  viftorv  in  favour 
of  the  Allies.     Melas  made  an  attack  npon  the  poll 
of  Novi  at  five   in  the  evening — a  poft  which  had 
already  caufed  the  effufion    of  fo  much  blood,   and 
which  More.ui  had  ftrongly  reinforced,  to   cover  his  - 
retreat,   which  he  now  perceived  was  become  inevi- 
table;  but  which  he   did  not  accompiifii  till   he  was 
nearly  farrounded.     The  communication   with  Gavi 
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was  entirely  cut  olT  l;y  the  Prince  of  Lichtenftein, 
on  which  account  the  French  armv  coukl  onlv  re- 
treat  by  Qvad:;,  20  miles  South-'cafl:  of  Novi. 

At  its  commencement,  the  retreat  was  condu(fted 
with  conliderable  order;  but  the  road  being  blocked 
up  by  the  artillery  in  pafling  through  Pafturano,  the 
rear-guard  was  obliged  to  halt,  was  thrown  into 
confufion,  and  clofely  purfued  by  General  Karackzy. 
Violent  efforts  were  made  by  Grouchy,  Perignon, 
and  Parthenau,  to  rally  the  rear-guard,  but  without 
efFeft,  when  all  thefe  generals  were  wounded  and 
made  prifoners,  and  night  alone  terminated  the  con- 
fiift.  The  French  had  numbers  to  contend  with 
vaftly  fuperior  to  their  own,  as  well  as  equally  cou- 
rageous;  but  they  fought  with  that  fury  which  is  the 
offspiing  of  defpondency. 

The  bloody  battle  of  Novi  left  25,000  men  cVad 
upon  the  field,  including  both  fides,  and  the  viiftory 
was  not  determined  till  Melas  had  fuccc-eded  in  turn- 
ing the  right  wing  of  the  French  army.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  Joubert  might  have  been  yet  ahve  had 
he  waited  with  patience  to  alcertaiu  the  plan  of 
Suwarrovv  from  his  firft  movements,  and  refolved  to 
ftrike  dccifive  blows  only  when  exilling  circum- 
ftances  evinced  their  neceility;  but  an  infatiable  thirft 
for  military  fame  conduced  him  to  hi^  ruin.  It 
will  not  be  difputed  that  his  place  was  moft  ably  I'up- 
plied  by  General  Morcau ;  bur  it  is  admitted  on  ail 
hands,  that  the  lofs  of  a  commander  in  the  heat  of 
an  a(ftion  is  never  fufticlcnlly  fupplied,  although  his 
fiicccfTor  flioiild  poffefs  fuperior  abiliiies. 

The  French  army  retreating  towards  the  Appe- 
jjincs   during   the  night,    was   purfutd  by    General 
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Karackzy,  who  had  made  himfc'.f  m?.fter  of  a  part 
of  the  field  artillery  left  at  Pafturano.  Moreau  took. 
pofTeffion  of  the  Red  Mountain,  in  order  to  favour 
his  retreat,  wliere  St.  Cyr  was  pofted  to  defend  the 
approaches  to  the  Bochetta ;  and  the  Republican 
armv  rallied  by  degrees  and  refumed  its  former  pofiti- 
ons.  Moreau  repaired  to  Genoa,  and  urged  Cham- 
pionner'  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the 
armv.  The  honour  of  the  viftory  of  Novi  was,  un- 
conditionally, afcribed  to  Melas,  by  General  Su\i'ar- 
row ;  a  degree  of  candour  which  will  do  honour  to 
his  memory,  fince  it  proves  that  he  knew  how  to 
aive  to  military  merit  its  juft  tribute  of  applaufe; 
yet  the  part  he  himfelf  took  in  the  battle  was  con- 
iiJered  fo  highly  honourable,  thnt  his  own  fovereign 
conferred  on  him   the  furname,   Italifky,   upon  the 

occafioii. 

vSuwarrow  having  detached  ];is  right  wing,  and 
given  it  in  charge  to  Melas,  to  keep  his  eye  on  the 
movements  of  the  Republican  army,  preferving  its 
advanced  pofts  on  the  Appcnine  moutitains,  took 
the  route  to  Afti  with  the  centre  divifion  of  his 
armv,  to  prevent  the  juuftion  of  Champicnnet's 
army  with  that  of  the  deceaftd  Joubert,  or  K)  force 
him  to  form  it  beyond  the  Alps,  if  he  could  not 
prevent  li,  and  compel  him  to  abandon  the  Ligiirip.n 
Republic.  Thefe  movements  were  intended  to  for- 
ward the  fiege  of  Coni,  which  the  delegable  nature 
of  the  feafon  rendered  it  neceflary  to  forward. 

In  the  mean  time  the  citadel  of  Tortona  fubmit- 
ted  to  a  capitulation,  on  the  provifo  that  the  place 
fnould  not  be  given  up  to  the  Combined  Powers 
till  the  expiration  of  ten  days  from  the  date  of  its 
nirrender,  unlefs  it  fliould  be  relieved  during  that 
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period.     Every  day  now   rendered  the  fituation   of 
Genoa  more  alarming;   and   Klenaii,  who  had  made   . 
himfelf  mailer  of  Fort  St.  Maria,  and  Siftri-di-Li- 
vante,  proceeded  on  that  fide,  while  Admiral  Nelfon 
blockaded  the  port.     In   this  fitiialion    of  affairs   a 
real  famine  was  experienced  by  the  inhabitants;  but 
the    French  did  not    abandon   this   intercfiing    nnd 
unfortunate  city  during  the  wars  in  Italy,  whicli  was 
at  once  the  prey  of  the   conn^uerors  and  the  ultimate 
refource  of  the  conquered.     The  Bochetta  continued 
free  from  depredations,  and  the  entrenched  fi' nation 
of  the  French  army    in  the  Lignrian   Republic   re- 
mained unbroken       General   Klenau  was  eager   to 
attack  Recco,  under  favour  of  the  Britifli  fquadron, 
but  he   was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  fuperior  prowefs 
of  General  Miolis,  who  proteftcd  Genoa  on  the  Eafl:, 
between  the  territory  of  Bobbio  and  the  fea.     Mo- 
reau  was  ptrfonally  prefcnt  in  this  a6lion,  fupport- 
ing  the    divifion    of   Miolis    with    1,500    men;    the 
right  wing  of  General  Klenau  was    turned   by   the 
heights  of  Toiiglia.     Moreau  engaged  him  in  flank, 
while  General  Miolis  marched  againft  him   in  front. 
Klenau  was   compelled    to  retreat  upon  the  moun- 
tains beyond  Reppalo,  after  he  had  fuftaincd  a  ccn- 
fid' rabic  lofs. 

The  commander,  in  chief  of  the  army  of  Italv, 
fent  as  many  troops  as  he  could  poflibly  f[^are  towards 
the  Col  de  Tcndc,  by  the  valley  of  Barcclonelte, 
with  a  defign  to  make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  Coni 
and  Fencftrellcs,  which  were  blockaded  by  the 
Combined  Powers;  his  left  wing  being  extended  on 
the  greater  anil  kn'er  Mount  Cenis,  and  Tarantin 
on  ii»tle  St.  B.rnard,  and  the  vallev  of  Aofl. 

Tlic  important  irufc  committed  to  Suwarrow  was 


2J2  THE     LIFE    OK 

equally  arduous  v/ith  tluU  of  Prince  ChaHes  in 
Switzerland,  o:;pofed  as -he  was  to  the  fl^ill  and  courage 
of  an  active,  enterprifing  enemy.  On  the  ift  of 
September  the  centre  of  the  armywas  af  Aili;  his  left 
at  Nov),  defended  Tottona,  and  its  pofts  reached 
within  fight  of  the  Bochetta.  His  right  wing  ex- 
tended towards  the  Po,  near  Tnrin,  and  ihe  other  pofts 
were  reinforced  which  guarded  the  entrances  to  the 
valleys  of  the  Apis.  Championnet,  in  the  meantime, 
carried  on  a  war  of  pofts  with  remarkable  activity, 
one  of  which  made  its  entrance  into  Sufe,  29  miles 
Weft-north-weft  of  Turin ;  a  fecond  got  pofTelfion  of 
the  town  and  valley  of  Afti,  compelling  the  Imperial 
troops  to  fall  hack  to  the  fort  of  Bard,  fituated  on  the 
Dora  river,  39  miles  North  by  Well  of  Turin.  While 
it  feemed  to  be  his  intention  to  attack  on  the  fide  of 
Coni,  and  the  Col  de  Tende,  he  forced  a  number  of 
important  pofts,  and  marched  as  far  as  Pignerol,  19 
miles  South-weft  of  Turin,  and  24  South-eaft  of  Sufe. 
Moreau  having  maintained  his  pofitions  on  the  fide 
of  the  Eaftern  river,  in  defiance  of  the  efforts  of 
General  Klenau,  he  puflied  different  deatchments  as 
far  as  Rafaluzzo,  10  miles  Soi;th-£aft  of  Alexandria, 
and  16  North-eaft  of  Acqui,  and  made  fuch  pre- 
parations as  evinced  that  he  was  flill  determined  to 
advance. 

Such  was  the  flate  of  things  when  the  affairs  of 
Switzerland  obliged  the  commander  in  chief  to  fend, 
reinforcements  to  that  quarter.  The  firft  column  of 
the  Ruffians  began  its  march  on  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, ui.der  General  Rofenberg,  who  took  the 
route  by  Novarra,  intending  to  pafs  St.  Gothard,  by 
the  way  of  Bellinzone."  It  is  probable  that  Moreau 
had  previous  notice  of  this  movement,  for  he  left  his 
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pofition  .tlie  next  day,  at  t!ie  head  of  25,000  men, 
divided  into  three  cohimns,  the  firft  of  which  was 
dire>.^ed  agninft  Acqui,  and  the  two  <  thers  againft 
Novi  and  Serravalla.  Kray  proceeded  to  meet  him 
with  his  left  wing  and  pan  of  the  centre  ciivifion, 
when  a  dcfperate  cngagtment  took  place,  which 
ended  in  the  defeat  of  the  K.epobIican,s,  and  Moreau 
■was  obliged  to  refume  his  former  pofitions.  Tlie 
citade!  ot  Tortona  fu:  rendered  to  Suwarrow  on  the 
-iithof  September,  who  having  publicly  exprelTed 
his  gratitude  to  the  Aufi^rian  generals,  fct  out  for 
Svvitzerland  uith  the  RuHiaii  rear-guard.  When 
Tortona  fi'.rrendered,  Kray  miirched  his  whole  army 
from  Bafaluzzo,  where  he  covered  the  fiego,  marched 
againft  Alexandria,  and  after-'-rirds  upon  Coni.  The 
main  body  of  the  army  under  Melas,  confiiUng  of  35 
battalions  and  five  regiments  of  cavalry,  aflembled  on 
the  9th  at  Brn,  upon  the  Stura,  becaufe  it  was  a 
pofition  extremely  centrical  between  the  Alps  and 
Appenines,  calculated  to  flop  the  career  of  Cham- 
pionnet.  and  prevent  his  junftion  with  Moreau,  which 
he  was  fciioufly  meditating. 

Championnet  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Pignerol, 
when  the  troops  fent  towards  Sufe  marched  againll 
Turin,  to  the  amount  of  7000  men  ;  the  left  of  the 
French  army  of  ilu  A!jis  took  the  route  from  Aift  to 
Ivreaon  the  Dora,  where  the  Auftrian  General,  H.ul- 
dic,  was  ftationed,  forming;  the  right  wing  of  the  Im- 
perial army.  By  thtfe  movements  he  merwcc-d  Turin, 
and  the  Auftrian  right  flank,  for  v/bicli  reafoii  he 
marched  in  force  to  t!,t  nurance  of  the  valley  of 
the  Stura,  near  Stafi'ardi.  On  the  i4t(i  and  15th 
various  cii'/a'-emcnts  took  place  bv  !orc  Foifano  and 
Savigli.uio,  when  Gcn«ral  Gotjcnflicim,  with  bis  ad- 
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vanced  guard  of  6000  men,  was  forced  to  abandon 
thefe  two  important  pofts  ;  but  Championnet  had  not 
long  retained  the  pofieffion  of  thera  when  he  was  ob- 
liged to  give  them  up. 

When  Championnet  was  no  more  than  a  fingle 
day's  march  from  effecljng  a  junction  with  Moreau, 
General  Kray,  who  had  collefted  his  whole  forces  at 
Bra,  proceeded  to  give  battle  to  the  French  army, 
which  had  advr.nced  too  far,  and  was  almoft  infiilated. 
Thecampat  Bra  was  broken  up  on  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember, when  Kray,  with  his  left  wing,  marched 
towards  FofTano,  and  Me!as,  with  the  fecoud  divifion, 
was  to  aci  againfl  Savigiiano,  who  commenced  the 
a£lion,  and  it  was  retaken  by  ihe  right  wing.  FoiTano 
was  abandoncti,  during  tlie  night,  by  the  French,  who 
retreated  to  iVJaira,  with  confiderable  lofs.  General 
Bellegarde,  repulfed,  on  the  fide  of  of  Rivoli,  nine 
miles  Weft  of  Turin,  was  lupportcd  by  Kaim  and 
■  Vukafibwich,  who  compelled  the  Frentli  to  retreat: 
to  Sufe. 

Since  Moreau's  retreat  to  Savona,  72  miles  South- 
eaft-bv-eafl:  of  Turin,  and  his  endeavours  to  free 
Tortcna,  no  operation  of  importance  had  taken  place 
on  the  fide  of  Gerioa.  In  this  manner  did  Kray 
defend  and  fecure  the  march  of  the  Ruffian  troops, 
vvh'o  were  making  the  utmoft  expedition  to  gain 
the  pafs  of  St.  Gothard,  by  the  route  formerly  men- 
tioned. 

Championnet  now  left  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Alps  to  General  Dub.ere,  and  proceeded  to  receive 
from  Moreau  the  chief  command  of  the  Army  of  Italy, 
which  was  to  be  confidered  as  united  to  the  Army 
o.  '. 't  Alps.  Before  Morgan  fet  out  for  Paris,  to 
vvnicli  place   he   was  ordered  to  repair,  he  addrelfed 
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his  army  in  ananimnred  fpeech, ami  paid  them  many 
haiuilome  compliments  tor  t!:fir  heroiin  and  intre- 
pidity and  their  laudable  patience  and  pjerfeverance, 
in  fpite  of  every  trouble  or  calamity. 

The  toial  (if  Siiwarrovv's  armv  in  Italy,  did  not 
exceed  20,000,  although  it  had  received  a  rcinfTrce^ 
ment  of  about  10,000  men  in  the  bcgirninj;  of  July. 
The  army  on  its  march  was  joined  at  Mouift  Cenere, 
o;i  the  15th  Sc[)tember,  by  Suwarro^-,  u-ho  made 
every  neceliary  preparation  for  an  attai.  k  upon  St. 
Gothard,  and  to  riFecl  a  junction  uilh  tlie  Imperial 
commanders  Auftenberg  and  Jellacliich,  who  were 
mafters  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Grifons  and  the  fmall 
cantons,  oppofitc  to  the  advanced  guards  of  General 
Lecourbe. 
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CHAPTER  XV 


The  Frencti  ezler  Fraxcfcrt  and  U'jy  Ccntriiutztm.— 
Tilt  ArckJiiie  takes  the  Command  of  the  Army  in  Ctr- 
inany.—-ExpeJitzea  ta  Haluisd,  luiJer  the  Duit  ef  York 
and  Sir  Ralfik  AbfrcTcmbie.  '  Vari«as  Ezgagemaitt  he- 
tizeen  the  EngUjk  and  Dutch  Tract.-. —  Surreada-  ^  the 
Dutch  Fleet  to  the  Englije. —  Great.  Exatioas  &f  the 
Dutch  to  reinfarce  th^ir  Artrr^.—The  Diiie  ef  York  de- 
tained from  iiining  the  Expeditisn  bi  contrarj  Jf  inds.^^ 
General  Dusnanceau  defealed  by  the  Eftglijh. 

V  y  KILST  Ger:er2l  Sawarrow  intending  to  over- 
vrhelni  the  army  cf  MafTena.  on  the  Scuinern  frontitr 
of  bwirzerknd,  the  French  were  about  to  make  a 
very  povrerful  diverfion  to  relieve  bim  oa  the  North, 
by  a  new  invsfion  of  Germaty.  The  troops  de- 
ftined  to  cocftitcte  the  Array  of  the  Rfeine,  vrere  :o 
be  ccminanded  by  Geaeral  Mcreap,  but  were  under 
General  Muiler,  catil  the  arrival  of  that  c£cer. 
MuUer  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Manheim  on  the 
:::5th  of  Acgulr.  his. advanced  guard  taking  the  roua 
to  Heidelberg  and  Scbevretzingen.  He  id'ued  a 
manifefio  to  his  aray,  crdering  them  to  have  a 
(acred  regard  to  property,  ^hich  m  that  unhappy 
co'jntry  had  been  roo  often  violared ;  and  this  was 
folioaed  by  anodier,  aJdreJ^d  to  the  ■-'-■''-—-, 
urging  them  to  confine  therrfelves  to  :..--.  .-_.;-) 
and  beaare  of  taking  op  arras  ag3inft  the  Republi- 
cans, if  they  expected  to  £rd  tbem  friezes.  He 
then  proceeded  to  Sthewetzingsn,  acd  from  thence 
to  Wiiloch,  and  forced  the  hu^^rirs,  under  Geceral 


XATOLEOS    3'.,  0.>  A?ART£.  Z!  I  7 

Szecklcr  to  abandon  Heidelberg,    of  which  he  in- 
itaiTlJy  took  poiTciTiac. 

Baraguv  d'Hiiliers,  with  the  left  wing  of  the  aroir 
of  ibc  Rhine,  marched  from  Msotz  ;  iu  firft  divi- 
fion  proceeded  to  Frankfort  and  ihc  fecond  to  A{- 
chatfenburg.  The  divjbon  before  Frankfort  took 
pofTcfion  of  the  gates  and  outpofis,  uben  the  Re- 
ptibiican  commander  infifted  on  a  conCderable  q'jau- 
t'ty  of  c'.othing  being  delivered  up  to  him,  which  he 
knew  was  intended  for  the  Auftrian  army.  Barag-jy 
d'HilKers  irapofed  upon  the  city  a  conu^buDon  of 
izS.coo  livres ;  after  which  he  croiTcd  the  Maine, 
and,  penetrating  into  tlic  coaalry  of  Darnfudt,  he 
arrived  at  Heidelberg  on  the  :ft  of  September,  where 
he  formed  a  jun^ion  with  the  troops  of  General 
ifulier.  Having  united  their  forces,  they  puilied 
their  ad%-aoced  guards  as  far  as  Heilbron ;  but  the 
dragoons  under  La  Tour  coming  ia  fight,  to  co- 
operate with  Szeckiers  huiiar;,  relified  the  French, 
wtio  were  obliged  :o  retreat,  after  they  bad  cither 
carried  off  or  deurovcd  the  magazines. 

Ai  fojn  as  the  Archtiuke  was  informed  of  the 
movements  of  its  Repubi'caas  in  S*»-abi2,  be  fent, 
'Jte  2  7ih  of  Auguft,  tight  battalions  of  Aullrian 
infantrr  from  Scbaffhaufeo,  part  of  whom  took  the 
route  to  Viilengen,  and  the  rcmsindtr  by  the  way  of 
the  Brifgz'x.  Thii  aid  wai  r*-  '—  .  more  iasportact 
br  tr*c  Hang  of  the  peaCinii  .  z  LnJ-Jlurm,  x:> 
vkidi  they  had  been  frrongiy  inrited  by  the  mani/t .':  j 
of  the  EkAof  of  Mcntz,  who  exhqrted  them  to  dtr- 
fend  tlicir  own  iwufes  2  e  common  ere 
Tbe  Baron  d'Albini  put  :  .  . 
ImJ-Jmrm;  and  the  arme-  ft..u;.:.    ^  ^ .  ..  ..^ 
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Auftrian  troops,  defeated  a  body  of  Republicans  In 
the  vicinity  of  Seligenftadt.  The  Eleftor  allowed 
them  the  pay  of  field  fo!diers,  which  he  promifed 
to  continue  till  the  fituation  of  the  Imperial  army 
fliould  render  it  prudent  to  dlfoand  them.  They 
were  mixed  with  the  infantry  and  cavalry  of  the  line, 
in  the  ratio  of  ten  to  one,  to  be  inftruded  in  the 
military  art. 

By  this  means  the  Anftrians  received  fiich  auxiliary 
force  as  ihey  hnd  formerly  folicited  in  vain;  and  the 
courage  of  the  country  people  was  now  as  great  as 
their  tenor  had  been  on  a  former  occafion,  and 
prcdi'ced  nbout  30,000  men,  a  greater  number  than 
it  was  thought  necefTary  to  employ.  Baron  d'Aibini 
intimated  fo  the  commandant  of  Mentz,  that  if  he 
permitted  any  of  the  German  National  Guards  to  be 
ihot,  he  would  certainly  retaliate  upon  all  thofe  whom 
the  chances  of  war  might  throw  in  his  way.  This 
new  raifed  army  took  its  route  acrofs  the  Maine  at 
Francfort,  got  polTellion  of  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  menaced  the  city  of  Memz. 

The  territory  of  the  Landgrave  of  Darmftadt  was 
confidered  as  neutral,  and  therefore  refpefted,  while, 
in  his  turn,  he  was  faithful  to  his  ftipulations  and 
ftrengthencd  the  garrifon  of  Darmftadt  to  preferve 
that  neutrality.  The  French  did  not  confine  their 
threatenings  to  the  inhabitants  who  had  taken  up 
arms  againft  them,  for  they  poured  their  vengeance 
on  different  villages,  and  laid  Sinzheim  in  aflies. 
MuUer  having  muttered  his  troops  on  the  3d  of 
September  at  Sclnveitzingen,  found  he  had  1 8,000 
men,  with  v/honi  he  inverted  Philiplh.irgh,  and  com- 
manded a  bridge  of  boats  to  be  tranfported  from 
Mentz,  to  preferve  his  communications,  and  fecure 
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liis  retreat.  On  tlie  7th,  he  begaa  to  bombard 
PK.lipfbiirgii,  wliich  was  tlc-fc!i(Je(l  by  the  Rhingrave 
ol  Sain,  and  an  Aiiftrian  garrifoii. 

The  prcfcncc  of  the  Archduke  was  now  neceHary 
to  check  tliefe  ntwinroaJs;   he,  tlieretcro,  rtfigncd 
the^comm.and  of  the  army  in  Swil/erland  to  General 
Hotze,  and  relieved  a  body  of  croons,  enirencned  at 
Zurich,  bv  a  divifion  of  Ru'Ranf.     Gtneral  Maliena 
took  advantage  of  the  retrogade  nvDvcmcots  of  the 
Allies  on   the  lake  of  Zurich  aiul    VVallenftait,    by 
[)reliing    ciofcly   or\    their   left    win:;;    lie  sgain   at- 
tacked  the    Swifs   1-gions    at    Wallinihotfen,    under 
M.  de  Roverea;   but  the  engaf^-ement  between  the 
advanced   pofts   was  ■vroduc^ive   of  little  tulvant  ige 
to  either  party.    Soult  aiid  Molitor  alFanlU'd  the  polls 
of  the  enemy  at   Uznach   and   Claris,  and   fetured 
for  themfelves  more  advantageous   pofitions.     The 
Archduke's  army,  now  under  Hotze,  did  not  niter 
its   pofition   at  Zuiich,  although  the    rear  was  thus 
thieatened,  but  perfevtrcd  in  its  movements  by  the 
riglit  flank,  and  palled  the  Rhine  wiiha  ftiong  body, 
a  part  of  whicn   j)rocteded  forward  on   the  lide   of, 
the  Brifgaw. 

Prince  Charles  fixed  his  hc^d-quarters  nt  Donaw- 
fchingeii  on  the  4th  of  September,  from  wheoce 
General  Stzarray  hnd  i)rocteded  to  the  relief  of 
?i.ilij:(burg.  Tr.is  was  defigncd  to  proUrt  Swabia, 
and  cneck.  the  progrds  of  the  F-ejicii  army  on  the 
rig^-t  fiuc  of  the  Rhine;  but,  ihnugh  ihe  Allies  had 
I)-  lo  fuccel^iul  durii  g  ci-e  taiu(>aign,  they  were 
ini  apabi    v  i\  above  the  narrow  fpirit  that  had 
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ftrengtheii  one  frontier  bv  weakening  anotlier.  Ge- 
neral Kray  received  orders  to  retrograde  with  the 
divifion  under  his  command — this,  with  the  lli;ffian 
auxih"aries  in  Switzerland,  thofe  of  the  Prince  of 
Condc-,  and  the  Imperial  army  under  the  Archduke 
in  Swahia,  altogether,  formed  a  powerful  barrier  on 
the  Rhine;  but  it  was  obtained  by  facriEcing  the 
hopes  that  had  been  entertained  en  the  fide  of  Itah», 
for  the  forces  of  Melas  were  fcarcely  able  to  make  - 
a  fland,  much  lefs  to  acl  ofTenfivelv  asainfi:  the  in- 
creafing  French  army.  From  no  part  of  this  petty 
policy  could  the  wife  men  of  Downing-ftreet  be 
excufed ;  they  had  proje(?t-d  an  expedition  to  take 
Holland ;  but,  inftead  of  generoufly  advancing  with 
the  Allies,  whilft  they  were  yet  able  to  make  good 
their  ground,  the  Englifh  firfi:  fuffered  their  friends 
to  be  exhaufted,  and  then,  from  a  fenfe  of  mere 
fliame,  contributed  their  feeble  help  at  the  moment 
when  it  was  too  late  to  be  ufeful.  The  grand  expe- 
dition wa-s  concerted  be, ween  England  and  Ruffia  ; 
the  chief  command  was  given  to  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie.  Twelve  battalions  and  fome  troops  of 
cavalry  were  coUet'^cd  at  Southampton ;  and  this 
force  was  foon  augmented  whhjuc/i  rapiility,,  that  this 
fecret  expedition  was  known  to  be  dcltined  for  the 
invafion  of  Holland  long  before  the  failing  of  the 
troops.  It  was  probably  impoffible  to  keep  this  af- 
fair altogether  a  fecret  ;  but  it  was  fo  well  known 
to  the  French  government  before  it  was  ripe  for 
execution,  that  it  wr$ /iudlic  with  them  while  it  was 
callc-dylrjT/  with  the  Englifli  :  the  principal  points  of 
attack  were,  however,  well  concealed.;  The  chief 
ftation  of  the  tranfports  for  conveying  the  troo-ps 
feemed  to    menace   Zealand,    the  entrances    of  the 
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Meufe  and  Scheldt,  while  it  was  prefumcd,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  Ruffians  would  make  an  afTaulf 
upon  Weft  Friefland,  and  the  province  oi^  Groninoer, 
making  their  enlrante  by  the  Weler,  and  the  Ems. 
This  was  conjectured  from  the  great  diftance  of  the 
R'uffians,  their  tedious  navigation,  the  great  cnnle- 
quence  of  making  a  divtrfion  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
and  the  Eaftern  provinces,  as  tliefc  were  conhdertd 
to  be  beft  affcdcd  towards  the  re-eftabiiftmient  of 
xhe  Stadtholdcr. 

This  opinion  was  confirmed  from  the  forming  of 
magazines  at  Bremen,  and  caufiiig  the  officers  of 
the  ci-devant  government  of  Holland  to  meet  at 
UntJen.  Every  advantage  might  have  accrued  from 
this  flate  of  uncertainty,  if  thofe  who  took  the 
management  of  the  Anglo-Ruffian  forces  had  been 
capable  of  improving  tliem  ;  for,  as  the  power  of  the 
iiatavian  government  was  truly  infignihcant,  and 
even  that  muft  neceffiariiy  be  divided,  the  whole 
<oart  was  equally  open  to  the  invader,  and  the  moll 
populous  part  of  the  country  was  evidently  that 
which  would  give  opjjortunity  to  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  the  people  to  join  the  frandard  of  the  Stadt- 
holdcr. Other  tonfiderations  took  the  lead  upon 
the  occafion.  The  remnant  of  the  Dutch  fleet  ftill 
Jav  in  the  Texel,  which  would,  probably,  betray  its 
truft,  could  the  Britifti  for(.c  the  paflage,  reduce  it 
to  its  own  exerlion?,  and  detach  it  from  the  prottc- 
tion  of  the  batteries.  Admiral  Mitchell,  in  tlie  be- 
ginning of  Auguft,  let  fail  from  the  Downs  with 
about  130  tranfports  under  his  command,  which  had 
on  board  the  fiift  divifion  of  the  army. 

Tlie  fecond  was  cotnmanded  by  liis  Ro^al  High- 
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nefs  the  Duke  of  York,  having  the  defignation  of 
General! ffi mo  conferred  upon  him  ;  but  it  was  to  re- 
main at  Margate  till  news  arrived  of  General  Aber- 
crombie's  landing  at  the  deftined  port.  This  army 
to  be  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  York,  amounted 
to  45,000  men,  including  Britifli  and  Ruffians.  The 
naval  force  of  the  Dutch,  at  that  period,  confifted  of 
jiine  fail  of  the  line,  under  Rear-admiral  Story,  and 
lay  at  anchor  in  the  Texel.  Not  more  than  20,000 
forces  could  be  levied,  without  the  greatell  dif- 
ficulty, by  the  Dutch  government;  and  France  had 
been  obliged  to  negle<5l  the  defence  of  Holland  by 
the  vaft  reinforcements  which  were  required  by  th« 
armies  of  the  Rhine  and  Switzerland.  Bru.ne  was 
their  commander  in  chief,  authorifed  by  the  Batavian 
government  to  take  this  office  upon  him  by  virtue 
of  the  treaty  between  the  two  Republics.  He  pro- 
vided at  firfl  for  the  defence  of  Zealand,  as  he  ex- 
pected the  attack  on  that  quarter.  Daendels  and 
Dumonccau  were  charged  by  l)im  with  the  defence 
of  the  coafls  of  Holland  and  the  -Eaftern  provinces, 
while  he  kept  a  body  of  troops  in  referve  for  the 
proteffion  of  fuch  points  as  might  be  occafionally 
menaced. 

Contrary  winds  retarded  the  progrefs  of  Admiral 
Mitchell,  and  feme  of  his  vedels  were  feparated  from 
the  convoy  ;  but  it  is  not  known  whether  the  tem- 
pefl  was  the  caufe,  or  whether  they  were  intended 
to  deceive  as  to  the  real  point  of  attack,  they  only 
appeared  on  the  coafl  of  Zealand,  Gronlngen,  and 
Eaft  Friefland ;  but  the  Britifli  fleet,  on  the  19th  of 
Auguft,  appeared  on  the  coaft  of  North  Holland. 
A  fummons  was  next  day  fent  to  Admiral  Story,  by 
Lord  Duncan,  who  had  joined  the  fquadron  under 
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Admiral  Mitchell,  commanding  him  to  fuiTender, 
and  acknowledge  the  Prince  of  Orange  the  lawful 
fupreme  of  that  country  ;  to  fet  an  example  of 
fubmiflion  before  his  Iqusdron,  which  would,  un- 
doubtedly, be  followed  by  every  man  under  his  com- 
mand ;  to  hoilt  t'le  Orange  Hag,  and  join  the  fqua- 
dron  belonging  to  Great  Britain,  He  was  afTured 
that  20,000  men  had  landed  at  the  Helder,  but  he 
refufed  to  comply.  A  fummons,  of  a  fimilar  pur- 
port, was  fent  by  General  Abercrombie  to  the  of- 
ficer who  commanded  at  the  Helder,  which  was  alfo 
received  with  indignation. 

The  rJritifli  experienced  adverfe  winds  till  the  26th 
of  Auguft,  when  the.  fleet  came  to  anchor  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Texel  and  Calants-org,  confifting 
of    i^    fail   of  the   line,  about    qo    frigates,  and  130 
tranfports.     Protected    by   the   cannon   of  the  fleet, 
General    Abercrombie    landed    his  grenadiers    next 
morning,   together  with  his  light  infantry.     General 
Daendcls  having  united  his  whole  forces  at  the  Great 
Keten,  feven  miles  and  a  half  South-weft  of  the  Hel- 
der, marched   dire6lly   towards  the  Northen   Sands, 
lying  on   the  South  of  Huyfduynen,  and,  when  the 
•Rritiflj  troops  were  on   their  march  to  this  place,  a 
fcvere  engagement  took  place  between  the   contend- 
ing parties.     Colonel  Luch  was  killed  upon  the  fpot, 
(Hiring    which    period    the    remainder   of  Daendel'b 
<iivi(ion,  the  ^ih  dcnii-brigade,  a  reginient  of  cavalry, 
and  a   part  of  the  artillery  came  forward,  in  conftant 
fucceflion,   and  took   a   ilecided    part  in  the   action. 
The  Britifli   vancuard  was  fuccefsful,  from  the  con- 
-flant  reinforcements  it  received;  and  the  Dutch  bat- 
talion of   Herbig,  which  charged  with  the  bayonet, 
*was   taken    in   flank  by  the  Briiifli    light  infantry. 
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This  battle  continued  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  whea 
the  lofs  of  the  Britifh  was  about  looo  men,  killed  and 
wounded  ;  however,  the  Dutch  had  every  advantage 
on  their  fide,  by  fighting  on  the  fandy  and  unequal 
ground  of  the  downs,  with  which  they  were  well 
acquainted. 

For  two  days  after  this,  Daendels  maintained  his 
pofition,  his  left  wing  being  ftationed  at  Petten,  his 
right  at  Keten,  and  his  centre  at  Zand.  His  forces, 
including  the  garrifon  of  the  Helder,  did  not  amount 
to  8000  men,  and  he  fell  back,  on  the  30th  of  Augull, 
to  Avenhorn,  his  left  wing  behind  Petten,  and  his 
centre  at  Schermerhoorne,  by  which  means  he  could 
cafily  receive  reinforcements  from  the  French  and 
Dutch  troops,  which,  by  forced  marches,  were  coming 
from  every  quarter  towards  North  Holland. 

Brune,  now  no  longer  apprehenfive  of  attack  either 
in  South  Holland  or  Zealand,  arrived  at  Alkmaer 
on  the  2,d  of  September,  and  ftaiiuned  himfelf  to  the 
left  of  the  line.  General  Abercrombie  in  the  mean- 
time having  gained  the  Helder  Point,  and  completed 
thedifembarkation  of  hi^  troops,  entrenched  his  advan- 
ced ports,  and  his  left  wing  occupied  the  Helder  Point, 
together  with  the  batteries,  which  the  EKitcli  had  aban- 
doned. The  Britifli  at  ihe  fame  time  got  the  com- 
mand of  the  Texel,  forcing  Admiral  Story  to  lliift  his 
anchorage  and  retire  to  tti.e  Vlieter,  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  hoilile  fleet.  As  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  Britifli  convoy  and  frigatj^^s  came  to  an  ai:chor  in 
the  Texel  on  ihc  29th  of  Aiiguft,  Admiral  Story, 
taking  advantage  of  the  favourable  wind,  determined 
to  give  them, chace,  or  totally  dciiroy  ibem  ;  io  this 
lituation  of  affairs,  a  'fpirit  of  difobcdiciice  vvas  dif- 
covered  on  board  the  Walhingiyn,  under  the  pretext 
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ihr^t  it  was  the  intention  of  tlie  Adniiral  to  blow  them 
up.  Tlie  powder  room  was  in  pollcflion  of  the  Orang- 
ilb  during  the  night,  and,  though  an  exemplary 
piiniflanient  was  inflivfted  on  a  few  individuals,  it  was 
infuHicient  to  reduce  them  to  obedience. 

The  Biitifli  fleet  entered  the  Texd,  while  the  wind 
and  tide  favoured  the  movement?  of  Admiral  Mitchell, 
who  loon  got  poflisflion  of  the  \'lieter  anchorage,  to 
which  Admiral  Story  had  retired.  Thus  fitiiated,  the 
Dutch  commander  craved  a  fufpenfion  of  hoflilities, 
that  he  might  have  time  to  receive  the  ultimatum  of 
the  Batavian  Government.  Admiral  Mitchell,  on 
board  the  Ifis,  frigate,  anfwered  the  Dutch  admiral 
by  a  pofitive  command  to  hoift  the  Orange  flag.  Story 
gave  the  fignal  to  prepare  for  an  engagement,  when, 
to  his  mortification,  the  crew  unloaded  the  cannon, 
and  threw  the  cartridges  and  balls  into  the  fea.  The 
only  captain  was  Van  Scaden,  of  the  La  Batave,  who 
was  Able  to  cffirm  that  his  men  were  in  a  flate  of  lub- 
ordination,  and  tnat  he  would  defend  himfelf  to  the  Inft 
extremity,  if  the  Admiral  would  fet  the  example. 
Story  declared  himfelf  and  all  his  officers  prilonrrs 
of  war,  after  fpeakingin  the  moft  indignant  terms  of 
his  different  crews,  and  protefling  his  inviolable  at- 
tachment to  the  profperity  of  the  Republic. 

The  Orange  flag  was  hoiffed  on  board  the  Dutch 
fleet  two  days  after  it  doated  from  the  batteries  of 
the  Texel  and  the  Fielder.  Independent  of  the  fleet 
uhich  iurrendered  to  A'lmiral  Mitchell,  three  fail  of 
the  line,  five  frigates,  and  five  Kafl  Indiamen,  together 
with  the  whole  of  the  (lores  and  artillery,  were  ca|i- 
turcd  in  the  Nieuve  Dicp,  an  inlet  from  the  Texcl, 
on  the  Kafl  of  the  1  lolder,  running  into  the  fandy,  that 
are  overflowed  at  high  tide  and  dry  at  low,  the  length 
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about  five  miles  and  a  half.  The  difaffef^ion  of  the 
Bata via n  fleet  was  not  unknown  (o  that  jrA'ernment, 
from  which  General  Abercr&mbie  inferred  that  they 
would  be  difpofed  to  negotia'.e  with  him  for  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  before  tb.e  arrival  of  the  French 
forces  ;  on  which  account  he  requeflcd  a  pa-'^Vmrt  for 
General  Don,  from  General  Daemiels,  as  plenipoten- 
tinry  to  the  Hague.  Thib  was  refufed,  and  the 
Britifli  commander  was  defired  to  traufniii  his  feni- 
ments  in  writing.  The  Batavian  Government  fent  a 
deputation  to  Brune,  at  Alkt^aer,  declaring  their  de- 
termination to  defend  themfclvest)  ti.e  laft  extreir/ily, 
a  refokuioii  which  was  fupported  by  fielh  allurance!:.* 
from  the  French  Direiftcry  of  f])eedy  and  eiftdual 
fuccours. 

When  the  Britifh  forces  were  landed,  General 
Brune  dircded  all  the  troops  under  his  coirmand  to 
proceed  to  Alkmaer  by  the  way  ofHaerlem,  .md  afiive 
meafures  were  adopted  for  proteding  Amfterdam  on. 
the  fide  of  the  Zuyder  Zee.  On  the  3d  of  September 
the  troops  under  General  Dumonceau  marched  through 
Amfterdam,  while  ail  the  troops  on  ihe  fine  of  the 
Hague,  on  the  Wi^ft  coafts,  and  ar  the  entrance  of  the. 
Pvleufe,  alfo  hied  off  towards  Alkmaer,  by  the  way  of 
Egmont.  The  inhabitants  of  every  vilh^ge  appeared 
in  arms;  and,  v.'hen  requifitions  were  made  tor  two, 
three,  or  500  men,  the  compieinent  generally  raifed 
amounted  to  1000;  and  in  fome -places  every  in- 
dividual capable  of  bearing  arms  joined  the  army  of 
Norlh  Hoiland;  all  this  was,  however,  nothing  more 
than  would  have  taken  place  if  the  whole  of  the  in- 
habitanis  ha-i  been  defirous  of  joining  Jl:e  Orange 
ftandard.  While  thefe  re'.nforcements  were  collefling, 
the  Britifli  army  marched  forward  and  pofled  ihem- 
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felves  ill  the  Zyp,  a  very  low  and  interieflcd  ground, 
about  nine  miles  iji  extent  from  North-nortli-wen:  to 
South-lbuth-tt'ell,  protettcd  by  a  d\ke  on  the  coaft 
behind  wliich  tl.ey  entrenched  them  felves. 

General  Brune,  in  order  to  concentrate  his  forces, 
ordered  the  Eatavia;i  and  French  divifions  to  change 
their  fitnalion  by  their  left,  and  take  a  pofitiou  before 
/Mkmner,  pufliing  their  advanced  poR*  to  Schorel 
and  Groet,  as  near  as  pofTible  to  the  fea  and  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  Britiih  army.  The  troops  from 
England,  had  received  no  reinforcements,  except 
about  5000  m-n,  under  General  Don,  from  the  di- 
vifon  of  the  Duke  of  York;  for  the  Ruffian  troops 
had  not  been  met  at  fea  by  thole  who  '.vere  fcnt  to 
dired  tliem  to  Iter  for  the  Texcl ;  they  flipped  their 
courfe  for  Yarmouth,  and  aere  there  detained  for 
fome  time  by  contmry  winds  ;  and  the  oreater  part 
of  the  cavalry,  together  with  the  Duke  of  York, 
were  detained,  for  a  fimilar  reafon.  General  Aber- 
crombie  had  about  17,000  men  in  his  entrenchments 
•behind  ihe  dyke  on  the  Weil  of  the  Zyp,  while  Br\ine 
found  his  army  had  increafcd  to  25,000;  tor  th's 
reafon,  AI)ercrombte  was  afraid  to  hazard  a  general 
engagement,  till  he  c  uull  unite  with  the  Ruflian 
troops.  About  this  time  General  Vandamme  came 
from  BrutTels,  and  Kellerman  announced  that  rein- 
forcements were  on  their  way  from  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. 

The  column  of  the  Republican  troops  proceeded 
towards  Pettcn  oy  the  way  of  Groct  and  Camp, 
where  it  carried  the  entrenched  poft,  and  arrived  on 
the  heights  of  Dubbel-duyn.  The  Britifi  forces 
were  powerfully  protei^cd  by  two  brigs  and  two  fri- 
gates,   while  ft.itiuncd  behind  the  hcsd  or  North-cafl 
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end  of  the  Zyp  D>ke,  where  they  hadere£^ed  ftron* 
redoubts.    Tne  dvke  was  turned  by  the  French,  who 
found    themfeh'cs   expofed,   in  conlequcnce   of   this 
movement,  to  a  tremendous  fire.     The  French  fuf- 
tained  a  ferious  lofs,  but  neverthelefs,  retreated,  and 
defended  themfelves  in  Petten,  which,  however,  they 
abandoned  in  the  afternoon,  and  retired  to  their  origi- 
nal pifition.      The  operations  of  the  centre  were  ac- 
companied with  itiU  lefs  fuccefs ;  General  Dumonceau 
took  the  route  to  Sclioreldam,  bordering  on  tne  South 
of  the  Zvp,  and  carried  the  entrenched  poft  at  Crab- 
bendani,  but  found  it  imprafticable  to  force  the  en- 
trenchments of  the  Zyp  :  feme  battalions  were  totally 
routed,   and  he  was  forced  to  fall  back.     The  right 
wing   marched    forward    with   intrepidity,    but    was- 
thrown  into  diforder  by  the  exclamations  of  the  Orang- 
ifts  among  the  troops,  who  cried  out  "  Save  who  can, 
we  are  entirely  furrounded  !" — an  exclamation  which 
induced  the  great'  r  part  of  Daendel's  army  to  betake 
themfelves  to  flight.    This  fruillefs  endeavour  induced 
the  French  and  Batavian  urmy  to  refume  its  former 
pofition.      Tne  army    of   the    Dutch  recieved   frcQi 
reinforcements;  and  General  Erune  commanded  the 
authors  of  the  route  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
the  behaviour  of  the  different  officers  to  be  ilridly 
examined. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 
T^e  Duke  of  York  ant/  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange 
fail yf'rom  Yarmouth — farious  Engagements  and  Ma- 
ttouvres  of  the  hofile  Armies. — The  Angh-Rujfians  dc- 
feated.'—Daendels  defeated  h  the  Brit  if i. — The  Duke 
of  York  defeats  the  Republicans^  but  is  touted  at  Alkmaer 
— He  fgns  a  Capitulation^  and  evacuates  Holland. — The 
Eng'ift  take  Surinam. 

On  the  day  whereon  the  lad-mentioned  battle  was 
foucht  the  Duke  of  York  let  fail  from  Yarmcinh, 
with  80  fail  of  tranfports.  The  Hereditary  Trince  of 
Orange  made  a  feigned  attack  on  two  different  pcints 
of  the  frontier  of  OverylTel,  at  a  diftance  from  one 
another.  He  gave  a  fiimmons  to  the  fmall  fortrefs  of 
Coevorden,  on  the  frontiers  of  Benthtim,  and  march- 
ed forward  on  the  Gde  of  Arnheim,  at  the  place  where 
tlie  Rliine  and  YlTel  unite  their  ftreams.  From  this 
place  he  puflied  forward  a  party  of  his  adherents  as 
far  as  Wefter-Forte,  and  Yflcl-Oort,  fitiir.ted  three 
milfs  Eaft  of  Amhtim;  but  his  endeavours  were 
iiietfcd^iial,  and  the  manifello  of  the  Stadtliolder  did 
not  fiiccccd  in  procuring  the  attachment  of  a  fingie 
individual.  TI;e  people,  from  habit,  confidcred 
thofe  the  government  who  had  j  oflelTion  of  the 
Hague  ;  and  tliey  had  fo  fully  expelled  that  the  firfl 
landing  of  the  Britilli  would  be  at  Schevcling,  within 
a  mile  and  an  half  of  that  place,  that  they  doubted 
whether  His  Nighnefs  and  the  invaders  i)ad  any  other 
objetft  in  view  than  to  get  poffcflion  of  the  fleet; 
wheuthey  faw,  that,  inOead  of  going  home  at  once, 

VOL.    ni.  —  NO.  XXXI.  t! 


iiSO  THE    LIKE    OF 

where  there  was  no  obftaclc  to  oppofe  thfm,  the 
Prince  and  his  friends  went  round  about  at  the  ex- 
tremities, where  they  could  neither  proteft  the  people, 
nor  be  joined  by  them.  His  Highnefs  was  attacked 
and  routed  by  the  national  guards  of  Arnheim  and 
Oudenarde;  and,  having  received  information  of  the 
capture  of  the  Balavjan  fleet,  he  fet  out  for  Embden, 
and  there  embarked,  with  his  officers,  to  join  the  army 
of  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  pofition  which  had  been  occupied  by  General 
AbercromMe,  and  the  experiment  he  had  made  of  his 
ftation  behind  the  Zyp,  in  point  of  ftrength,  put  it  in 
his  power  to  pafs  fti-ong  detachments,  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaiuing  thofe  reinforcements  of  which  he  flood 
in  need.  The  fleet  of  gunboats,  belonging  to  Britain, 
which  had  made  their  entrance  into  the  ZuyderZee, 
got  pofTefiion  of  the  town  of  Modenblick,  which  gave 
a  confiderable  degree  of  uneafinefs  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fafety  of  Amflerdam. 

As  General  Brune  waited  for  reinforcements,  and 
urged  the  Bauvian  Government  to  fend  the  quota  of 
national  guards  without  lots  of  time,  he  refted  con- 
tented with  confining  General  Abercrombie  to  his 
flrong  pofuion — a  pohtion  in  which  he  found  it  ira- 
prafticable  to  prevent  his  receiving  the  Ruffian  aux- 
iliaries and  the  fecond  divifion  of  Britifli  troops.  The 
advanced  pofts  of  the  French  and  Batavians  puflied 
within  mufliet-fliot  of  the  entrenchments,  although 
defended  by  a  number  of  fmall  dykes.  Every  day 
the  pofitions  of  the  hollile  parties  became  more  re- 
fpeftable;  and  on  the  15th  of  Septenber  a  fevere 
action  took  place  between  the  advanceJ  poftt,  inclin- 
ing towards  the  centre  of'  the  line?  at  Warman- 
huyfen,  of  which  the  Britifli  had  taken  pofltflion,  but 
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were  now  obliged  to  abandon,  by  the  exertions  of 
General  Dumonceau  with  his  grenadicr&ani  infontry. 
This  event  happened  at  the  inftant  when  the  Duke  of 
Vork  arrived  at  the  Texel,  who,  having  difcmbarked 
his-troops,  vinited  hiiViftlf  with  thofe  at  Zyp,  then 
making  a  total  of  about  22,^00  men.  Thirteen 
thoufand  Riifiians  arrived  from  Yarnicuh  about  two 
days  after,  unda-  General  Henr.an,  who  had  no 
fooner  arrived  than  he  wns  ordered  to  take  immediate 
pcfTirfTion  of  Petteii,  on  the  right  of  the  line. 

The  Combinul  Army  at  this  place  now  made  a  total 
of  35,000  men.     Siir.'.iar  motives  to  thofe  which  in- 
fluenced   Brune   to    engage    General  ritiercrombie 
before    the   RufTinns  came    up,  induced   his   Royal 
Highnefs  to  attack  the  French  army  prior  to  its  re- 
ceiving the  reinforcements,  which  wtvt  on  their  way 
from  the    Low  Countries  and  from  the  Rhine.     He 
made  his  difpofitions  with  uncommon  hafte,  and  the 
Ruflian  forces  were  divided  between  the  right  wing, 
where  they  conftitutcd  the  head  of  the  column,  fup- 
ported  by  the  Britifn,  and  the  centre,  with  which  they 
were  intermix'J.     The  column  of  the  rij-ht,  under 
General  Herman,   was  to  bght  in  oppofition  to  the 
French  column,  commanded  by  Vandamme;  Dumou- 
ceau  headed  the  centre  of  the  Dutch,  and  their  right 
was   uniicr  General  Daeiuiels,     The  centre  and  left 
wing  of  the  ccmbiiRdarniy  wtic  under  the  command 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  whodeiached    b<.  it  7000  men, 
under  G-jneral  Abcr>-if'inbie,  lO  Ic   ■,   i,   on  Hocrn, 
and  march  oil  tlie  rij'/t  wing  of  the  D-.Kch,   to  fur- 
round  them  at  tno  moment  when  Brune's  left  fliould 
bi.dtfealedby  tiieRu(rnni,and  be  cut  off  in  this  man- 
nei'  from  :hr  iiiure.    Thefe  manoeuvres  were  intended 
to  Hank  both  wings  of  Brune's  army,  and  ihus  force 
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him  to  abandon  his  poGtion  at  Alkmaer.  As  General 
Abercrombic  found  no  more  tlian  two  companies  of 
infantry  at  Hoorn,  he  met  with  no  o[)pofition. 

On  the  19th  of  September  the  battle  coinmenced, 
at  the  dawn  o-f  day,  and  extended  along  the  whole 
line.  General  Herman,  with  a  body  of  Ruffians  and 
a  divifion  of  Brltini,  forced  the  advanced  ports  of  the 
French  at  Camp,  and  then  pushed  forward  to  furround 
General  Vaiidamme's  divifion,  who  was  compelled  to 
retreat.  The  Ruffians  took  Schoreldam,  and  Bergen, 
in  a  fliort  time  after,  which  was  the  property  of  the 
Prince  of  Naflau,  being  furrounded  with  woods,  in 
which  the  French  concentrated  themfelves,  having 
found  it  impoffible  to  refift  the  attack  of  General 
Herman,  wiio  by  this  time  was  diftant  from  Alkmaer 
about  half  a  league.  The  Ruffilan!^  wore  now  beyond 
the  rear  of  Brune's  centre,  while  the  Duke  of  York,  at 
the  head  of  a  ftrong  divifion  of  Bntifli  forces,  and  a 
number  of  Ruffiians,  made  preparations  for  attacking 
him  in  front. 

D-;;ing  thefe  tranfa£^ions,  General  Brune,  feeling 
his  fitua.ion  becoming  every  moment  more  critical, 
difpatched  the  rear-guard  of  Dumonceau's  divifion 
a^ainft  Bergeo,  by  a  bridge  of  comnumicaiion  on  the 
canal  leading  to  the  Zyp,  giving  orders  to  General 
Daendels  to  draw  nearer  the  centre,  which  this 
■•movement  had  confiderably  enfeebled.  The  Ruffians 
having  puflied  too  far,  were  fuddenly  attacked  on 
both  flanks  by  Generals  Vandamme  and  D  Jmonceau, 
without  being  able  to  commun.icate  with  the  centre  of 
the  Britifli.  Having  furrounded  the  village  of  Bergen 
liy  the  left  of  General  Herman,  on  th.e  fide  of  the 
downs,  and  by  his  right  towards  Alkmaer,  Van- 
damme engaged  him  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
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the  village  was  recaptured,  after  a  fevcre  conteft.  The 
Ruffians  fought  like  men  in  the  agonies  of  defpair, 
and,  when  totally  routed,  their  remains  fought  in  the 
church  and  in  dwelling-houfes,  where  the  enemy 
fnade  dreadful  havoc  of  them.  Herman's  retreat 
was  cut  off,  himfelftaken  prifoner,  and  General  EfTen, 
the  fecond  in  command,  was  dangeroufly  wounded. 

General  Dumonceau,  although  wounded  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  maintained  his  pofilion,. 
but  his  troops  were  defperatc  fufferers,  as  tl.ey  fuftain- 
ed  the  fliocks  of  the  Biitifli  centre,  and  ftoped  it  from 
contributing  to  the  aid  of  the  right  wing.  General 
Daendels,  ported  at  Oude-Carfpel,  met  with  as  warm  a 
reception  from  the  Britifli  as  tlie  left  wing  had  done- 
from  the  Ruffians  ;  he  conflifted  honourably  till  paft 
noon-day,  when  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  po- 
iition,  with  a  confiderable  lofs  of  men  and  artillery. 
His  divifion  had  been  weakened  by  the  reinforce- 
ments he  difpatched  to  the  fupport  of  ihe  centre,  yet  he 
rallied  his  forces,  and  came  again  into  acJ^ion  before 
the  clofeof  the  day.  He  attacked  and  carried  the  pofi 
of  Brock  (four  miles  and  a  half  North-eaft  of  Haerlem); 
and  the  batteries,  of  which  he  had  been  lately,  deprived,. 
ou  the  fide  of  Oude-Carfpel.  As  the  right  wing  of  the 
Duke  of  York  experienced  a  defeat,  he  can  fed  his  left- 
to  fall  back,  being  too  much  extended,  and  alio  too 
weak,  after  the  detachment,  under  General  Aber- 
crombie,  had  been  fent  ngainft  Hoorn.  The  general 
evacuated  this  place  in  the  night,  and  the  whole  of 
the  Combined  Army  relumed  its  former  pofition  ai  the 
Zyp.  This  retreat  enabled  General  Brune  to  retake 
thepofls  which  had  been  occupied  by  him  befor-  ihe 
cugsgcratntj  and  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  hH 
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rritional  effort  of  the  Antflo-Riiffians ;  for  the  cautious 
populace,  who  feared  to  join  the  Orange  standard 
till  they  ftiould  fee  it  wave  upon  the  towers  of  Am- 
fterdarn,  now  loft  all  confidence  in  the  Britifli  com- 
mander, and  confidered  the  flruggle  as  merely  between 
the  French  and  Englifh. 

About  70  gunboats,  belonging  to  the  French, 
having  arrived  from  Dunkirk,  by  the  canals  of  the 
Low  Countries  and  Holland,  preparations  wei*e 
made  for  the  defence  of  the  Pampus,  or  entrance 
from  the  Zuyder  Zee  to  Amfterdam.  The  two  hof- 
tile  armies  flrongly  entrenched  themfelves  in  thtir 
refpe6live  poficions,  and,  from  the  obftacles  they 
threw  in  the  way  of  each  other,  became  every  day 
more  formidable,  both  continually  receiving  rein- 
forcements. The  Ruffian  rear-guard  landed  in  the 
Texel,  amounting  to  more  than  2000  men,  and  a 
French  demi-brigade  marched  through  Amfterdam 
on  its  way  to  Alkmaer,  while  ftrenuous  exertions 
were  making  for  increafing  the  battalions  of  national 
guards.  Little  of  importance  happened  from  ll.e 
battle  of  Bergen  during  ten  days,  in  which  time  the 
Duke  of  York  ftrengthened  his  right  wing,  which 
was  flanked  by  the  German  Ocean  on  the  Weft  and 
the  towns  of  Modenblick  and  Enckhu\fen,  on  the 
Zuyder  Zee,  on  the  left.  From  thefe  pofts  different 
parts  of  that  fea  were  annoyed  by  the  fleet  of  gun- 
boats, and  the  Britifli  having  got  poffeffion  of  the 
Lemmer,  matfe  a  defcent  upon  Friefland,  attacked 
Slaveren,  and  ordered  Harderwick  to  furrender  ;  but 
thefe  childifli  efforts  were  attended  with  no  beneficial 
confequences. 

When  the  left  divifion  of  the  Ruffians  arrived, 
the  Allies  adopted  offenfive  meafuresi  but,  as  Brune's 
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army  was  ftill  too  weak,  he  waited  for  a  divifion 
from  the  Low  Countries,  to  be  fent  him  by  Keller- 
man,  who  was  haftening  its  march  towards  North 
HpUand  ;  and  no  exertion  was  negleif^ed  by  the 
Batavian  Government  to  complete  its  battalions; 
from  thefe  exertions  the  defenfive  fituation  of  the 
French  and  Dutch  was  rapidly  ftiengthened.  Ge- 
neral Brune  fortified  the  entrenchments  by  which 
his  left  was  defended,  particularly  in  front  of  the 
village  of  Bergen.  This  part  of  his  pofition  was 
made  extremely  important  by  the  woods,  with  which 
it  was  environed,  and  the  downs  by  which  it  was 
protefted  and  commanded  towards  the  North,  in  (he 
direction  of  Schoreldam.  The  ground  extending 
from  the  downs  to  the  fea  was  favourable  for  the 
adoption  of  offendve  meafures,  while  it  was  almoft 
impoffible  to  penetrate  his  centre  and  right  wing. 

The  Duke  of  York  made  a  general  attack  on  the 
enemy,  with  his  whole  forces,  on  the  2d  of  Odober. 
As  he  found  it  impracticable  to  perform  any  military 
movement  by  his  left  wing,  or  to  rifk  an  engage- 
ment in  the  pafTt'S,  he  again  made  a  vigorous  effort 
againft  tiie  left  wing  of  General  Brune  ;  the  ad- 
vanced pofts  of  it,  and  of  the  centre  of  the  French 
and  Dutch  army,  were  driven  at  fiifl  from  Groet, 
Kamp,  Schorcl,  and  Schoreldam,  places  all  border- 
ing on  the  South-weft  of  the  Zyp.  The  attack  of 
the  Duke  of  York  was  in  four  columns;  the  right, 
which  was  compofed  of  three  brigades  of  infantry, 
nine  ftjuadrons  of  dragoons,  and  a  detachment  of 
artillery,  was  commanded  by  General  Abercrombie, 
and  took  the  dire(5tion  of  the  fcn-fliore.  Two 
columns,  nearly  of  an  equal  force,  and  compofed  of 
Rufllans  and  Brilifli,  took  their  route  againft  Bergen, 
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and  having  taken  the  road  at  the  foot  of  the  downs 
of  Camp,  extended  themfelvcs  towards  the  heights; 
and  the  fourth  cohimn  was  employed  in  retarding 
the  progrefs  of  General  Daend-els.  When  the  ports 
of  Schoreldam  were  carried  the  battle  raged  with 
fury  before  Bergen,  where  General  Gouvion  com- 
manded, whofuflained  the  attack  of  General  Dundas, 
and  refolutelv  maintained  his  ground  till  General 
Abercrombie  drove  back  as  far  as  Egmont  every 
thing  that  oppofed  his  march,  after  paffing  Bergen^ 
and  attempting  to  turn  the  pofition  of  Alkmaer. 

Egmont  was  defended  by  Vandamme  as  well  as- 
Bergen  had  been  ;  but  the  Republicans  in  the  night 
were  obliged  to  abandon  both  places,  after  as  fan- 
guinary  a  conteft  as  had  yet  taken  place  in  Hollands 
With  equal  fuccefs  the  Allies  attacked  the  centre 
divifion  of  the  French  and  Batavian  army  at  Lang- 
dyke  an<l  Koe-dyke  ;  fome  gunboats,  ftationed  along, 
the  canal  of  Alkmaer,  were  afl^fting  in  the  rediicSion. 
of  Sohoreldam  and  the  progrefs  of  the  columns.  The 
Scotch  Highlanders  acquired  diftinguiflied  honour  on 
this  occafion,  for  their  courage  and'  adivity,  by 
fighting  in  the  inundations,  and  bravely  furmounting 
every  obftacle  in  their  way  to  gain  the  flank  of  the 
oppofing  enemy.  As  the  left  wing  of  General 
Brune's  army  was  feverely  handled  by  the  divifion 
under  General  Abercrombie,  and  his  centre  broker^ 
he  deemed  it  neccflary  to  fall  back,  which  he  did  ta 
good  order,  taking  a  pofition  fuperior  to  his  former, 
one,  with  his  left  wing  at  Wyk-op-zee^  and  his  centre 
divifion  at  Krimman-dyke. 

The  divifion  under  Daendels  had  not  been  brought 
into  adion,  yet  he  found  it  nectlTary  to  imitate  the 
example  of  the  centre  and  left,  and  abandon  the  po- 
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ficion  of  BroeJ<,  Pancras,  an.l  Oud  Carfpel,  and  to 
retreat  towards  i'urmerend  and  Moiiikendain.  The 
advanced  ports  were  at  Limmen,  Bacciim,  Akerfloot, 
and^  the  head-quarters  at  Beverwick,  feven  miles  and 
a  half  North  of  Haerlem,  ^nd  1 1  and  a  b".lf  Soiuh- 
fouth-wefl:  of  Alkmaer.  This  ftation  was  taken  pof- 
feilion  of  by  the  Britifli  troops  on  the  enfuing  day> 
w  ho  puflied  forward  their  advanced  ports  on  a  rtraight 
line  with  thofe  of  the  French  and  Batavian  army, 
while  Brune  found  means  to  I'ecure  himftlf  in  the  po- 
fition  he  had  occupied. 

When  the  Britidi  forces  accomplifiied  the  defeat  of 
the  French  and  Dutch  troops  they  threatened  the 
capture  of  Amrterdam,  from  which  they  were  at  no 
great  diftance,  with  the  left  wing  of  their  army.  Two 
days  afterwards  the  contending  armies  rerted,  but  on 
the  enfuing  day  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  line  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Duke  of  York.  If  he  viewed  it  poITible 
to  carry  the  concentrated  pofition  of  Brune,  it  was 
extremely  [)roper  lo  prevent  him  from  taking  footing, 
and  the  firongcr  the  right  wing  of  the  Dutcli  became 
by  virtue  of  the  inundations,  the  more  intererting  it 
was  to  pufli  back  the  body  of  troops  e/itrenched  at 
Beverwick,  ii  miles  and  a  half  bouth-fouth-wcrt  of 
Alkmaer.  Some  advantages  were  acquired  by  the 
Britifli  and  Ruffian  troops  in  this  fecoiul  attack,  for 
they  fucceeded  in  carrying  Akerfloot,  five  miles  South 
of  Alkmaer,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Cartricum  ;  but 
in  this  a6lion,  the  fortune  of  war  was  luddenly  changed, 
Brune  feizcd  a  favourable  moment  to  charge  the  ene- 
my at  the  head  of  his  cavn'ry,  when  he  broke  thelii>e 
of  the  Britifli  and  Rullians,  who  could  neither  grant 
any  mutual  aflirtance,  nor  maintain  the  ground  they 
had    already    acquirctl.     With  very  confuicrable  lofs 
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they  were  driven  beyond  Baccum;  and  this  charge 
made  by  Brime,  who  had  two  hojlVs  lulled  under 
him,  contribiitcc'  in  a  high  degree  to  the  i\ic^cl» 
of  the  day.  The  battle  raged  till  the  evenings 
and  the  unit^ed  army  of  the  French  and  Dutch  re- 
fumed  its  poiition  at  Beverwick.  The  Duke  of 
York  then  called  a  council  of  war,  when  it  was 
agreed  that  the  army  flioui.'  fall  back  upon  the  Zyp^ 
and  there  wait  the  ultimatum  of  his  Britannic  Majtfty, 
which,  all  circuinrtr.nce.s  conndered,  wasexpefted  to 
be  the  evacuat-nn  of  North  Hoiland.  The  advanced 
ftate  of  the  feafon  preventtd  a  change  of  operations, 
and  the  navigation  cf  the  roads  cfthe  Texel  was  be- 
come fj  dangerciis  as  no  lor.'^cf  to  admit  the  failing, 
of  tranfports  ;  nud  the  vafc  eKpmfes,  with  which  this 
expedition  was  attended,  was  not  likely  to  be  counter- 
balanced by  any  equivalent  advar  taoe. 

Enekhuyfen,  and  Modenbli.  k  were  abandoned  by 
the  Anglo-Ruffian  army,  where  they  deHroycd  the 
dock-yariis,  the  marine  edablifhrneuts,  the  Eafi  India 
company's  veiFels,  and  whatever  public  property 
came  in  their  way.  The  fliips  of  war  and  their  crews, 
that  had  furrendered,  we/e  all  lent  to  England.  The 
troops  retreated  in  tolerable  order,  but,  for  want  of 
^carriages,  were  obliged  to  leave  b^-hind  them  a  part  of 
their  wounded.  While  they  were  entrenched  at  the 
Zyp,  the  divifion  of  Daendels  clofed  upon  their  left 
wing,  annoyed  their  rear-guard,  and  took  polTcffion  of 
the  pofts  which  they  were  obliged  to  abandon.  Ge- 
neral Dumonceau  kept  up  a  communication  with 
Daendels,  whofe  troops  proceeded  as  far  as  Suyd- 
winkel,  and  gained  pofTtflion  of  the  Zee-dyke,  ia 
which  the  Britifli  had  made  an  opening  of  19  feet — a 
means  of  defeaee  they  were  obliged  to  take  on  this 
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defperate  occaflon.  The  Feiicli  anH  Batavian  army 
occupied  a  pofition  near  the  Zvp»  the  left  wing  being 
ftationed  before  Tetten,  the  cemieat  VVarmaiihuyfeii, 
and  the  right  before  Soyd-Winkeli 

In  this  relative  fitiiatijii  of  the  contending  armies 
the  DukeofYork  fent  a  fiagof  truce  ro  General  Brune, 
and  propofed  to  capitulate  on  the  footing  of  anarmiftice 
or  the  free  retreat  and  re-em!)arka'ioa  of  his  trooi)s. 
Generals  Knox  and  Roftollan  were  empowered  to  ne- 
gotiate, and  drew  up  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

Suth  was  now  the  fituation  of  the  Britifu  armv  in 
the  Batavian  Republic,  that  it  was  even  doubted 
whether  the  troops  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Allies 
would  be  granted  a  free  embarkaiion,  till  the  official 
difpatches  of  the  Duke  of  York  diflipated  the  gloom 
which  hung  over  the  public  mind.  On  (he  20th  of 
October  his  Royal  Highnefs  wrote  from  Schagen 
Brug,  that  hoftilitics  had  ceafed,  and  that  articles  of 
capitulation  had  been  mutually  agreed  to  by  the  con- 
tending powers,  by  virtue  of  which,  the  troops  of 
Ruflia  and  Britain  were  to  be  permitted  to  return 
to  theit  rtfpeftive  countries  without  any  molefta- 
tion.  Th')(e  terms  were  procured  bv  the  forefiahc 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had  taken  care  to  keep 
poflelTion  of  the  dykes,  which  would  have  enabled 
them  to  have  induadated  the  country  in  cafe  of  ex- 
tremities. 

It  was  granted  by  this  treaty,  that  the  mounted 
batteries,  which  liad  been  captured  by  the  Combined 
Forces,  included  in  the  line  they  occupied  at  the  time 
of  figning  the  capitulation,  fliould  be  reftored,  in  their 
original  ^r  improved  (late,  and  th-i  Batavian  artillery 
prefervrd  entire  which  they  might  be  (bund  to  con- 
tain, riie  Britifli  and  Ruffian  troops  agreed  to  eva- 
cuate the  whole  territories  of  the  Batavian  Republic 
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by  the  3o:h  of  November,  1799,  without  being  guilty 
of  any  ads  of  devaftation,  cruelty,  or  plunder.  Eight 
thoufand  prifoners,  French  and  Dutch,  taken  prior  to 
theprefent  campaign,  and  particularly  comprehending 
Admiral  de  Winter,  were  tvT  be,  unconditionally,  re- 
turned to  their  refpeiftive  countries ;  the  feleftion  of 
the  prifoners  to  be  agreed  on  by  the  two  Republics* 
The  lofs  of  the  Britifli  and  Ruffians  was  eflimated  at 
15,000  killed  and  wounded. 

Thus   ended  an  expedition,  not  lefs  contemptible 
on  account  of  i"T8  inadequacy  for  its  objed  than  for 
the  feafon  in  which  it  was  uudertaken,  and  the  man- 
ner in   which  it  was    conduced  :     Inftead  of  landing 
whilft  the  French  cabinet  was  diirraded,  it  was  de- 
layed till  the  new  Direftory  had  colleded  its  flrengthj 
and  then,   infiead   of  carrying   a   force   futficient   to 
encourage  the  people  it  propofed  to  aid,   the  troops 
landed   by    driblets,   jufi:  time  enough  to  meet  the 
French    reinforcements  as  they   arrived   to  receive 
them;     and,    to    complete    the     folly,    inl^ead    of 
their  going  to  ScheveUng,  or  the  Meufe,  where  they 
might  have  feized  the  Government  and  been  joined 
by  the  people,  they  got  into  a  corner,  where  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  any  perfon  to  follow  them  without  declar- 
ing himfelfa  rebel  and  a  traitor  to  the  exifting  rulers. 
To  counterbalance  this   dirfraceful  affair,  it   muft 
not  be  iorgotten,  that  the  lad  of  the  Dutch  colonies,  of 
any  value,  in  Soulh  America, — Surinam,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifli,  on  the   19th  of  Augutl,  in  a 
manner  fimilar  to  the  furrender  of  their  fleet  in  the 
Texcl,  without  the  fliadow  of  oppofition.     This  war 
in  Holland  had  fo  perplexed  the  Diretlory  of  France, 
that  it  could  not  fend  fuch  affiftance  to  the  Rhine  as 
was  neceflary  to  carry  on  offenlivc  meafures. 
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CHArXER  XVII. 

Various  SucceJ/es  if  the  Aujlriam^  vmln  the  Archduke 
Charles.— 'Rnjjia  declares  War  againft  Spain. — -Suzcar- 
rozodnters  SKvitzerland. — Death  of  General Hotze. — Va- 
rious SucceJ/cs  of  the  French  in  Switzerland. — They  take 
Zurich  SzvorJin  Hand,  and  advance  rajiidly. — The  Allies 
defeated,  near  Alt orf  zoith great  Slaughter,  and  rejieatedly 
beaten  afterzvards.—'The  Allies  Retreat. 

iVjiULLER  having  retreated  from  Heilbron,  wa^ 
reinforced  by  detachments  from  the  different  gar- 
rifons  in  the  iKiglibourliood  :  however,  he  could  not 
raife  above  20,000  men  j  a  force  infufficient  to  main- 
tain its  ground  before  the  fuperiorarmy  of  the  Arch- 
duke, who  was  on  his  march  againft  him.  The 
retreat  of  Prince  Charles  from  Switzerland,  with  the 
principal  part  of  the  Aufrrian  army,  had  not  been 
j)r()duclive  of  thedcfigncd  e.ffefls,  and  MaiTena  found 
it  iiiiprr^iilicab'e  to  derive  the  advantages  he  expected 
from  the  fucceHcs  of  Chabran  and  Lecourbe  againft 
tho  centre  and  left  wing  of  the  Combined  Army. 
As  the  Archduke  feemed  to  meditate  the  turning  of 
the  Ifft  wing  of  the  Republican  army  between  Wn- 
fach  and  Bahl,  Mafiena  was  kept  in  a  ftate  of  uncer- 
tainly, which  prevented  him  from  either  attacking 
the  advanced  ports  of  General  Hotze,  or  the  left  fiank 
and  rear  of  the  Auftro-Ruflian  army,  without  running 
ilie-  hazard  of  being  himftlf  cut  off  from  the  rigli: 
wing  of  his  annv. 

The  main  body   of  I  lie  Auflrian  army  which  was, 
on  the  I  ith  of  September,  encamped  between  Lthier- 
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dingen  and  Waldenibruch,  perfevered  in  its  forced 
marches.  The  advanced  guard  of  Naiiendorf,  and 
the  divifion  under  General  Stzarray,  had  already 
lent  their  light  troops,  againft  the  advanced  pofts  of 
the  Republicans,  u-ho  had  abandoned  Bruchfal,  and 
raifed  the  fiege  of  Philipfburg.  For  two  days  prior  to 
this  period,  they  had  endeavoured  to  fcale  the  en- 
trenchments of  Rhinefiieim  and  Wiefeuthal,  but  were 
defeated  with  confiderable  lofs  by  the  Rhinegrave  of 
Salm,  and  the  town  was  relieved  which  he  had  fo 
gallantly  defended.  The  bombardment  of  Philipiburg 
lafted  five  days  and  five  nights,  during  which  time, 
it  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  very  few  houfes.  It  is  fupppofed  that 
no  bombardment  had  ever  been  fo  dreadful  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war. 

?,IuI!er  evacuated  Heidelberg  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  encamped  before  JVIanheim,  on  the  North 
fide  of  the  Necker  river,  after  he  had  fent  his  artillery 
and  baggage  beyond  the  Rhine.  The  troops  divided 
when  they  reached  the  left  fide  of  the  river  Rhine  ; 
6000  men  going  North,  by  the  way  of  Mentz,  while 
another  divifion  took  the  route  Southward  to  Spires 
and  Gerxnerftieim,  five  miles  Weft  by  South  of  Philipf-- 
burgh.  A  rear-guard  of  6000  men,  under  Genefral 
Laroche,  continued  entrenched  at  Manheim,  and  in 
fuch  works  as  had  either  beeri  repaired  or  imperfectly 
erefted.  With  uncommon  diligence  the  Archduke 
collefted  about  25,000  men  in  the  plains  of  the 
Neckar  on  the  16th  of  September,  marchings  in  per- 
fon,  to  Seckinheim,  and  began  an  attack  on  the  enemy 
with  the  forces  commanded  by.  Stzarray  and  Kofpeth. 
Thefe  were  driven  back  at  the.  commencement  of  the 
adion ;  but  a  fecond  aiHiuIt  with  the  battalions   of 
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grenadiers  decided  the  conteft,  and  a  redoubt  on  the 
right  fide  of  tlie  Neckar  was  carried,  and  all  the  re^ 
maining  entrenchments  at  that  place. 

As  the  artillery  of  the  Aviftrians  had  taken  ad- 
vautageous  pofitions  from  the  commencemeiit  of  the 
attack,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  bridge  of  boats,  the  Republicans  found 
it  impoffil)le  to  r;iake  good  their  retreat  ;  the  gates  of 
the  town  of  Seckenheim  were  forced  open,  and  more 
tlnn  one  halfof  Laroche's  divifion  were  made  prifon- 
trs  of  war,  after  having  loft  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
remainder.  Saccefeful  at  this  place,  the  Archduke 
proceeded  to  Schwetzingf  n,  than  which  noplace  was 
€ver  more  frequently  taktn  and  retaken  by  the  con*- 
lending  powers  d^iring  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war. 
Both  rides  of  tl;e  Mai'ne  beJow  Francfort  were  now 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Archduke.  The  head-quarters 
of  the  landfturm,  or  the  militia,  which  were  furniflied 
by  the  Eledoirate  of  Meniz,  wzs,  at  Hochft;  and  the 
utmoft  exertions  were  employed  to  haften  the  arrival 
of  pontoons,  and  great  preparations  were  making, 
with  a  view  to  crofs  the  Rhine,  the  Archduke  being 
employed  in  collecting  the  Auftrian  army  and  that  of 
the  c-mpire,  computed  to  amount  to  about  60,000 
men. 

The  Republicans  on  the  lower  Rhine,  with  equal 
activity  and  zeal,  caufed  the  detachments  to  fall  back 
upon  Ehrenbreiiftein  in  that  quarter,  which  had 
formerly  advanced  as  far  as  VVeilburg  and  Wetzlaer. 
As  it  appeared  uncertain  at  what  place  his  Royal 
Hi<»hnefs  would  attempt  to  force  the  pnfTage  of  the 
Rhine  ;  and  as  MuUcr  could  not  comprehend  his  de- 
figns,  he  circumfcribcd  hii  operations  by  the  pro- 
tt.<niou  of  Mcntz,  fixed  his   head-quaiters  at  Dork. 
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heim,  18  miles  South-eafl  of  Mentz,  and  declined  all 
Communication  with  the  pofls  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
river 

The  confidence  of  the  Allies  feetned  to  derive  new 
vigour  from  the  zealous  Aipport  that  the  coaliiion 
received  from  the  Emperor  of  Riiflia,  During  thefe 
tranfadions,  he  pnbliflied  a  declarstion  of  war  againft 
Spain,  as  an  ally  of  France.  It  was  no  douI)t  his  ob- 
je6l  to  reflore  the  old  monarchy,  by  the  afTiflance  ha 
rendered  to  the  coalition,  and  the  hoftilities  he  car- 
ried on  againft  every  government  friendly  to  France. 
The  afliftance  given  by  Spain,  v%'as  the  oftenfible 
reafon  for  his  declaration  of  hoftilites  againft  tiie  court 
of  Madrid,  in  which  he  maintained  that,  in  con- 
juncftion  with  his  Allies,  he  would  not  ceafe  to  aft 
againft  the  French  Republic  till  he  had  eifcded  its 
overthrow. 

Denmark,  alfo,  about  this  period,  had  likewife  in- 
curred the  difpieafure  of  the  Emperrr;  for  which 
reafon,  every  vefTt-l  belonging  to  his  Danifli  majefty's 
fubjefts  was  ordered  to  quic  the  ports  of  Ruflia.  Den- 
mark fo  far  yielded  to  the  wifties  of  the  Emperor  as 
to  circumfcribe  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ;  and  all  thofe 
were  to  be  baniftied  who  fliould  write  againft  a  mon- 
archical government.  Sweden  went  farther  ftill,  and, 
on  the  requifition  of  the  Emperor,  joined  the  combi- 
nation againft  France,  at  leaft  in  appearance.  But 
the  King  of  Spain  was  not  fo  near  a  neighbour  :  he 
anfwered  Paul's  manifcfto  with  lefs  pliancy, — he 
would  always  endeavour  to  maintain  the  alliance  he 
had  formed  wuh  the  French  Re[)ub!ic,  and  confidered 
the  objeft-  of  the  coalition  to  be  an  infatiable  thirft 
for  dominion,  and  a  deftre  to  tyrannife  over  every 
nation  that  would  not  accede  to  its  ambitious  views. 
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He  declared,  that  Riiffia  had  always  been  moft  for- 
ward in  the  exercife  of  this  i.orrid  o[)inion,  whofe 
emperors  had  frtquentiy  cifTiimed  titles  to  which  they 
had  no  rational  claim;  and  finally,  that  the  court  oF 
Spain  uculd  not  degrade  idclf  To  much  as  to  notice 
the  incoherent  and  infolcnt  language  of  the  Ruffian 
manifeflo. 

WhiUt  the  Allies  were  ftrugglifig  with  Tuch  un- 
equal fuccefs  in  Holland  and  Germany,  events  of  not 
lefs  maanitiide  took  place  in  Switzerland.  Suwarrow 
gained  the  pofl  of  Airolo,  at  the  entrance  of  St.  Go- 
th.ird,  on  the  17th  of  September,  having  pafTed  the 
difficult  valley  of  the  Levantine,  and  the  next  day  got 
pofTeffionof  the  pafs  of  St.  Gothard.  AufFcnberg  de- 
fcended  by  the  Maderanerthal,  or  valley  of  Made- 
raner,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  North-* 
ward  into  the  valley  of  the  Rufs,  in  order  to  join 
Suwsrrow  at  Stei^.  The  entrance  of  this  old  war- 
rior  into  Switzerland  was  admirably  executed,  and 
his  fuccefs  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  his  officers 
and  men  had  lately  been  in  Italy,  anJ  were  not  much, 
acquainted  with  fighting  among  mountains. 

Hotze  had  the  command  of  the  Auftrian  troops  lii 
Switzerland,  confifling  of  29  battalions,  and  four 
regiments  of  cavalry.  Having  been  obligtd  to  eva- 
ciiatc  Glaris  and  NelTels,  or  NafFels,  by  fuperior 
numbers,  he  took  an  advantageous  pofition  behind 
the  Linth,  between  Vefcn  and  Ut/.nach,  having  his 
Iread-quarters  at  Kaltbrun,  while  his  Icfi  wing  covered 
the  entrance  into  the  Grifons.  The  Rufiians  ex- 
tended in  a  North'weft  direrfion  as  far  as  Baden, 
from  Utznach  along  the  lake  of  Zurich,  and  the 
Limmat,   a   didance  of  about  36  miles.     General 
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Turreau,  with  a  divillon  of  MafTena's  army,  iva« 
polled  on  the  right  of  Vallais ;  Lecourbe  was  flati- 
oned  at  St.  Gothard,  before  the  arrival  of  Suwarrow  ; 
Soult  was  at  Claris  with  his  divifion,  reaching  as  far 
as  Adlitwill;  General  Martin's  divifion  from  that 
place  to  DietJkon,  and  that  of  General  Lorges  from 
thence  to  Baden.  The  Republican  army  from  St. 
Gothard  to  Baden  amounted  to  64,000  men,  exclii- 
iive  of  8000  in  the  Vallais,  and  6000  in  Bafil  on  the 
Rhine,  both  at  a  diftance  from  the  fctne  of  action. 
After  the  arrival  of  Suwarrow  the  Combined  Army 
amounted  to  about  80,000  men. 

In  the  mean  time  Lecourbe  had  gained  confider- 
able  advantages  over  the  enemy,  and  Maflena  prefTed 
with  vigour  upon  their  left  wing,  that  he  might  the 
more  effeftually  attack  their  centre.  Leconrbe  ?H- 
vanced  to  turn  every  pofition  by  the  valley  of  the 
Grilbns  which  defended  the  line  of  General  Hotze. 
In  this  manner  the  Republican  chief  gradually  pre- 
pared for  a  general  acflion ;  and  the  news  of  Suwar- 
row's  progrefs  made  him  accelerate  his  plans,  (o 
prevent  the  enemy  from  executing  the  fame  defigna 
OH  his  right  wing  in  the  North-weft  of  Switzerland, 
which  he  was  meditating  againfl,  the  left  of  the  Com- 
bined Army  in  the  Souih-eaft.  The  pofition  of  Hotze 
was  hi^hlv  advantageous,  and  therefore  Mallena  de- 
termined,  if  poffible,  to  force  him  to  abandon  it  at 
the  commencement  of  trie  battle,  with  a  view  of 
cutting  off  his  ccmmunicaiion  with  General  JelJa- 
chich,  and  cf  preventing  his  junction  with  Suwarrow, 
by  the  cantons  of  Schv^u.z  and  Claris.  To  facili- 
tate the  execution  of  thefe  objtds,  MaHena  feigaed 
a  variety  of  movements  in  the  Frickthal  and  on  the 
Aar  J  and,  after  he  had  engaged  the  attention  cf  the 
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Allies  by  a  pretended  attack  ngainfl:  Briick,  on  the 
Aar,  General  Lorges  was  comin.-nided  to  paf's  the 
Limmat  above  Baden,  and  engcge  the  Ruffians  on 
the  o^pofite  bank. 

The  divifion  commanded  by  Mortier,  and'the  re- 
ferve,  under  Klein,  marched  on  to  the  heights  of  Re- 
gefpurg,  Wedward  of  Zurich,  and  made  their  attack 
in  front.  At  the  inftant  the  action  was  to  commence, 
Souit  was  ordered  to  crofs  the  Limmat,  and  come  to 
an  entrao-ement  with  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  Im- 
perialilh.  The  impetuofity  of  this  attack  threw 
Hotze  into  confternation;  when,  having  learned  that 
the  French  had  palfed  the  Limmat,  he  mounted  his 
horfe,  and,  with  a  few  officers  in  his  trrin,  proceeded 
towards  the  advanced  pods,  in  order  to  reconnoitre 
between  Schennis  and  Kaltbrun,  where  his  temerity 
proved  fatal  to  him,  for  his  party  was  furrounded, 
and  he  himfelf  remained  dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 
This  was  a  ferious  lofs  to  the  Combined  Powers  in 
their  prefent  fitnation,  as  his  fkill  was  eqnal  to  his 
courage,  and  his  death  gave  as  much  pain  to  the 
Allies  as  the  fall  of  Joubert  had  formerly  done  to  the 
Republicans.  Born  at  Zurich,  he  was  intimately  ac- 
quainttd  with  that  difncult  country,  and  might  be 
faid  to  have  periflied-almoft  at  his  own  home. 

The  advantages  at  firft  acquired  by  the  Republic 
cans  were  ardently  followed  up,  and  with  their  ufiial 
perfevcrance.  They  gained  poHlHion  of  the  bridge 
of  Grinaw,  at  the  fort  of  the  Brunberg,  and  entrance 
of  the  Linth  into  the  Lake  of  Zurich.  This  poft 
was  retaken  by  the  Prince  of  Wirtcmberg,  but  he 
was  unable  to  maintain  it  againft  tlie  aflau'ts  ot  th« 
French,  after  the  lofs  of  General  Ho'.zc.  The 
Prince's  divifion  was  deftattd.  by  Sovilt,  who  forced 
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it  to  retreat  by  the  Goldiner  Thai,  into  the  Toggen- 
burg.  The  left  wing,  under  Petrafcli,  after  the  fall  of 
Hotze,  was  thus  feparated  from  the  centre,  and  the 
left  flank  and  rear  were  unprotefted.  Equally  fuc- 
cefsful  were  the  attacks  of  the  French  againft  Zurich, 
for  every  pofl:  was  carried  by  General  Lorges,  the 
camp  of  the  Rufiians  was  forced,  and  themfelves 
driven  back  to  the  walls  of  Zurich.  Mortier  and 
Klein  carried  the  Weftern  heights  with  uncommon 
bravery;  and  the  Ruffians  defended  them  with  fiich 
obf^inate  fury,  that  the  number  of  flain  was  prodi- 
gious. The  Republicans  were  vliflorious,  and  gained 
poffcfTion  of  the  whole  of  the  enemv's  baggage  and 
artillery.  The  rear-guard,  blockaded  in  Zurich, 
refused  to  furrender,  which  place  was  carried  by  the 
French,  fvord  in  hand.  After  this,  Prince  Korfa- 
kow  retreated  towards  Eglifau  and  Shaffhaufen,  by 
the  way  of  Bulach  and  Wintherthur. 

The  Republicans  being  now  mafters  of  Zurich, 
both  fides  of  the  lake,  and  the  courfe  of  the  Glatt, 
continued  their  purfuit  of  the  Rufiians  and  Auffrians 
on  the  Eaft  by-  St.  Gall,  on  the  North  by  Schatf- 
haufen  ;  nor  were  the  Allies  capable  of  rallying,  or 
of  taking  any  pofiiions  on  the  Thar,  but  were  forced 
to  crofs  the  Rhine,  and  place  the  Lake  of  Conftance 
between  them  and  the  viftorious  Republicans.  The 
_  French  advanced  guard  took  pofleffion  of  the  towns 
of  Conftance  and  Peterhaufen.  Suwarrow,  in  the 
mean  time,  forced  back  the  troops  of  Gaudin  as  far 
as  Altorf,  but  his  career  was  flopped  by  the  troops 
under  Loifon  and  others,  who  had  been  detached 
for  that  purpofe,  by  Lecourbe.  He  intended  to 
penetrate  the  right  wing  of  the  French  army,  to 
march  into  the  canton  of  Zurich,  by  the  valley  of  the 
JLinth,  and,  having  compdled  the  left  wing  of  Maf- 
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fena  to  fall  back,  to  colleft  before  him  the  two  corps 
which  had  previoufly  l^een  defeattcj.  This  projeft 
was  deemed  iiilerelling  bv  Su\\ arrow,  as  appears 
from  a  letter  he  km  to  the  conimander  of  the  Ruf- 
fian troops,  who  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  Zurich. 
"  You  fliall  aiifwer  with  your  head  if  you  make  an- 
other retrograde  step:  1  am  coming  to  repair  your 
errors." 

As  it  appeared  manifcfc  to  Maflena,  that  the  wing 
of  Lecourbe  could  nr,t  fiifthin  the  fnockof  Suwa:- 
row's  army,  combined  with  the  troops  of  Jeilachich 
and  Auffenberg,  he  fct  out  to  affifl  him  with  15,000 
men.  Mortier  was  ordered  againll  Schwitz,  Souk 
■was  to  attack  Vffen,  and  he  himfeif  marched  in  per- 
fon  to  attick  Aliorf.  Marfhal  Linken  obtained 
fome  advantages  to  the  left  of  the  lake  of  Wallcn- 
ftadt,  took  two  Republican  battalions,  and  attempted 
to  favour  the  movements  of  Suwarrovv  by  the  centrr  ; 
but,  finding  it  imprafiicable  to  carry  on  a  communi- 
cation either  with  his  right  or  left  wing,  he  was 
forced  to  v.'ilhdraw  into  the  Grifons.  Suwarrow 
penetrated  no  farther  than  Brunnen,  two  miles  Souch- 
weft  of  Schwitz,  when  it  ri[)[)carcd  to  him  that  he 
had  ventured  too  far,  and  was  determined  not  to 
hazard  a  general  ai^ioii.  The  lower  valley  of  Claris, 
the  pafiage  between  the  lakes  of  Zurich  and  Wahtn- 
fiadt,  were  entirely  flint  ag.infl  him;  ar.d  had  he 
puflied  forward  to  Einfidlin,  he  would  h.<ve  found  it 
impoflible  lo  avoid  the  luare  which  was  laid  for 
him  by  Madena,  who,  by  lurrounding  his  left  flunk, 
could  have. tut  off  his  rarcat  fi(;m  the  country  of  the 
Grifons. 

The  Allies  did  not  accnmplifli  this  retreat  witlioiit 
great  lofs,  owiig  to  the  difHcuhy  of  the  palfes  acro(3 
the  mountains,   and   liic   raji.i    inovenicnts    of  ihcif 
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purfuers.  Their  rearguard  was  nearly  cut  to  pieces, 
by  the  troops  which  Maflena  marched  againft  Altorf; 
and  their  wounded,  the  number  of  which  was  im- 
menfe,  could  not  i)e  tranfported.  Almoft  the  whole 
of  their  artillery  and  baggage  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Republicans,  and  the  Ruffian  general  narrowly 
efcaped  being  made  a  prifoner.  It  was  reafonable  to 
infer  that  this  final  attempt  of  Suwarrow  to  effeft  a 
junction  of  the  two  armies,  would  have  been  favoured 
by  a  movement  of  Prince  Korfakow  againft  the  left 
u'ing  of  the  French  army,  fince  the  Aliies  had  re- 
crofled  the  Rhine,  and  marched  upon  Wintherthur, 
while  Maffena,  with  fo  much  judgment  defended  his 
right  wing  by  a  part  of  his  centre.  The  greater 
part  of  Korfakow's  column  had  crofTed  the  bridge  of 
Diedenhoifen,  while  Conde's  troops,  and  thofe  of 
Bavaria,  entered  into  the  Thurgau  by  the  bridge  of 
Conftance. 

When  Maflena  was  made  acquainted  with  this 
manoeuvre,  he  gave  orders  to  Souk  to  march  at  firft 
againft  Pvheineck,  at  the  head  of  the  Lake  of  Con- 
ftance, with  a  view  to  fecure  his  right  flank,  and 
ftop  the  career  of  the  Auftrian  forces  under  General 
Petrafch,  which  had  already  crofled  the  Rheinthal, 
and  retreated  to  Feldkirch  and  Bregentz.  He  pufled, 
at  the  fame  time,  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  the 
army,  headed,  in  perfon,  the  divifions  before  Zurich, 
and  met  the  Allies  on  the  7th  of  October,  between 
the  Thur  and  the  Rhine,  which  laft  river  they  were 
obliged  to  recrofs,  after  their  advanced  pofls  were 
defeated.  The  bridge  of  Diedenhoffen  was  deftroyed, 
while  the  Republicans  took  pofleffion  of  that  of 
Conftance,  and  purfued  the  rear-guard  of  Condc's, 
and  the  Bavarian  troops,  as  far  as  Peterfliaufen. 
Conftance  was  captured  and  recaptured  no  lels  than 
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three  times  in  the  coiirfe  of  one  day,  and,  at  lall, 
remained  in  the  pofllffion  of  the  Fr  nch.  One  half 
of  Switzerland,  all  the  Eaftern  part  included  between 
the  Riifs  and  the  Rhine,  from  Sr.  Gothard  as  far 
as  Conllance,  formed  the  great  theatre  of  a(^ion ; 
and  in  the  fpace  of  90  miles  filled  up  with  difficult 
politions,  there  was  not  one  pafs  which  could  be 
called  pradicable,  that  was  not  difputed  by  pitched 
battles,  and  travcrfed  by  troops  having  one  and  tlie 
fame  objeft  in  view. 

When  the  Archduke  received  intelligence  of  the 
battle  of  Zurich,  at  his  head-quarters  on  the  middle 
Rhine,  he  abandoned  the  purfuit  of  Muller,  and 
marched  with  the  greater  part  of  the  troops,  leav- 
ino  a  fuflicient  force  with  Prince  Schwartzembers;  to 
cover  that  place  and  Piiiiipdiurg.  The  Prince  held 
a  council  of  war  at  Donauefchingen  on  the  4th  of 
Ocftober,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  the  forces  of 
Auflria  made  their  entrance  into  Upper  Swabia  and 
the  frontiers  of  Switzerland.  The  Archduke  grave 
orders  to  General  Nauendorf  to  take  a  nearer  pofi- 
tion  in  Upper  Swabia,  and  to  obferve  the  fide  of 
the  Brifgaw.  A  part  of  Korfakow's  army  filed  off 
towards  his  left,  by  the  lake  of  Conftance ;  and 
Suwarrow,  after  receiving  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  artillery  which  he  had  left  behind  him  in  Italy, 
took  the  route  down  the  Rheinthal  to  Feldkirch, 
and  met  the  Ruffian  generals  at  Lindau,  four  miles 
North-weft  of  Bregentz.  St.  Gothard  in  tiie  mean 
time  was  retaken  by  the  French,  who  threatened 
to  re-enter  the  Grifons,  and  capture  the  head-quar- 
ters at  Claire.  Thus,  were  all  the  brilliant  triumphs 
of'  the  Alliet  on  the  wane,  and  all  the  honours  of 
the  ancient  Courts  were,  once  more,  facrificed  to 
their  narrow  policy. 
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CHAPTER    XV III. 


Buonajiarte  s  cliagrhi  at  the  Reverfes  of  the  French 
Ar77}y  in  Egxp.t. — He  receives  Intelligence /"ropf!  Europe  of 
the  DiJhaLlions  in  France.  —  He  refohes  to  al^  an  Jen  the 
j^rmy. — He  fecretly  leaves  Egypt.  The  Addrefs  he  left 
behind  him  to  the  Auny. — The  Letter  he  left  to  be  deliver  ed 
to  General  Kleber.—The  indignant  Dif patch  of  General 
Kleber  to  the  Dire^ory^  announcing  Bt.onaparte's  abandon- 
of  the  yJnny  of  Egypt, — Ffimate.by  General  Kleber^  of 
the  Debts  ozving  by  Buonajiarte  on  Account  of  the  Army 
ivhen  he  quitted  Egypt. 

SEVEN  long  years  had  Europe  now  been  fpilling 
her  beft  blood,  without  having  advanced  a  fingle  ftep 
towards  her  ohjecl:,  and  without  being  able  to  devife 
any  means  by  which  peace  could  poffibly  be  obtained. 
The' Allies  had  coaleiced,  but  were  by  no  means  unit- 
ed, and  the  French  were  ultimately  tranquil,  though 
very  far  from  fettled.  Peace  was  equally  definable  to 
both  fides,  but  the  different  cabinets  ftemed  to  be 
curfed  by  fuch  a  fpirit  of  blindnefs  that  neither  of 
them  could  difcrrn  its  true  intereft.  Such  was  the 
perverfe  flate  of  things  whilfl;  our  Hero  was  iliut  up 
in  the  gloom  of  difappointment  at  Alexandria  ;  and, 
though  he  could  not  forefee  exaftly,  whether  peace  or 
war  would  be  moll:  conducive  to  his  interefts,  it  was 
certain  that  neither  his  interefls  nor  views  would  be 
promoted  by  the  defeat  of  the  French. 

So  perfeffly  agreed  were  all  his  friends  upon  this 
point,  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  at  Paris,  that,  if 
he  could  but  be  made  acquainted  with  the  true  ftate  of 
things,   he  would  hazard  much  to  return  to  the  feal 
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of  government,  and  would,  in  lo  doing,  be  able  tore- 
cover  the  glory  of  France  and  add  much  to  his  own. 
The  turn  that  the  affairs  of  Egypt  had  takerf  depriv- 
ed him  of  all  further  attachment  to  that  criifade,  and 
he  was  brooding  over  the  difgrace  and  mortification 
that  would  fellow  his  failure,  when  means  were  found 
of  mnking  known  to   him  the  events  that  had   oc- 
cured,  and  the  wi(l;e3  of  his  friends.  A  perfon  of  nice 
fenfibility  would  have  been  greatly  embarrafled  upon 
Aich  an  occafion,  and  the  idea  of  deferting  his  com- 
panions and  followers,  juft  at  the  moment  when  ac- 
cumulating   dangers    rendered    his    a'Jiftance    more 
than  ever  neceflary,   would   have   been   regarded  by 
fome  perfons  as  an  inftancc  of  bafenefs  and  cowardice 
too  fliocking  to  be  praiftiled.      Not  fo,  Buonaparte — 
he  wanted  an  excufe  to  abandon  his  project,  and  he 
hnti  found  one;  he  colleifled  a  few  of  his  moft  obfe- 
quious  followers,  and,  clandeftinely,  quitted  Egypt  in 
tlieir  company,  without  giving  the  fliorteft  notice  of 
his  dclign. 

As  foon  as  lie  had  refolved  to  return  to  France, 
linonaparti;  ordered  Admiral  Ganteaume  to  get  ready 
for  fca  the  two  frigates  that  iay  at  Alexandria;  G;- 
neial  Menpu  was  entrufled  with  the  fccret  juft  time 
enough  to  appf  ile  the  perfoiis  who  were  to  be  of  the 
party  to  hold  themfclvts  in  readintls  to  attend  the 
General,  and,  on  ihe  231I  of  Auguft,  at  one  o'clock, 
fays  Di-iiou,  "  we  were  told  that  Buonapai-^j  waited  i^ 
the  road  ;  an  hour  ai'ccr  we  were  at  fca.  "  Athis  depar- 
ture ihe(jcneral  left  ilu- following  Addrefs  to  thcarniv: 


vol .  itr. —  NO.  XXI  XI, 
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Bonaparte,  Com/nander  in   Chief,   to  the  Jlrmy. 

Head  Quarters,  Alexandria,  August  22d,  ITOP. 

"  In  confequcnce  of  the  news  from  Europe,  I  have  de- 
termined to  rtturn  immediately  to  France.  1  leave  the 
command  of  the  army  to  General  Kleber  ;'  they  lliall  hear 
from  me  fpeedily  :  this  is  all  I  ^an  fay  to  them  at  prefent. 
It  grieves  me  to  the  heart  to  part  fr  :ni  the  brave  men  to 
whom  I  am  fo  tenderly  attached  ;  but  it  will  be  only  for  an 
inftant  ;  and  the  general  I  leave  at  their  head  is  in  full 
pofielRon  of  the  confidence  of  the  Government  and  of 
mine, 

(Signed)  Bonaparte, 

<'  By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  of  the  Ge- 
neral of  Divilion,  Chief  of  the  Staff, 

(Signed)  Alex.  Berthier. 

A  true  copy.      (Signed)      Sonnet,  Adjutant   General. 
A  true  copy.       (Signed)       Le  Rov." 

This  Addrefs  uas  inclofed  in  a  letter  to  General 
Kleber,  to  be  read  to  the  army  after  he  was  gone  ;  and 
as  the  views  of  Buonaparte  were  more  fully  explained 
to  his  fucceflbr,  we  inlert  the  Letter  itfelf. 

Bonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief,  to  General  Kleber. 

Alexandria,  August  23d,  1799. 

"  Annexed  to  this,  Citizen  Genera!,  you  will  find  aii 
ordi  r  for  you  to  take  the  command  >,f  the  army.  My  con- 
ftant  apprehenfions  left  the  Enj^lifli  fleet  fliouidagain  appear 
on  the  coaft,  compel  me  to  haften  my  voyage  by  two  or 
three  days. 

"  I  take  with  me  Generals  Berthier,  Lannes,  Murat, 
Andreoin,  and  Marmont  ;  Citizen  Monge,  and  Citizen 
Bcrtholet. 

"  Inclofed  you  will  find  the  Englifh  and  Francfort  papers 
up  to  tnc  loth  ef  June.  You  will  fee  by  them,  that  we 
Lave  bft  Italy:  that  Mantua,  Turin,  and  Tortona,  are  in  a 
ftate  of  blockade.     I  have  feme  grounds  to  flatter  myfelf, 
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tliat  the  firft  of  ilieic  places  wil!  hoi.!  out  to  the  end  of  No- 
vember ;  and,  J  truft,  ir"  fortune  fm'ilcs  upon  me,  to  be  in 
Europe  before  tlie  beginning  of  Oftober. 

"  You  will, '.lib  find,  cncl oled,  a  cypher,  for  your  corrtf- 
pondcnce  with  the  Government,  and  another,  for  your 
communications.  \vit!i  ine. 

"  I  entreat  you  to  difpatch  Gimofome  time  in  the  monih 
of  Oiflober,  together  with  the  i)aggage  which  1  have  left  at 
Cairo,  and  my  dcmtuics.  1  fhould,  however,  have  no  par- 
ticular objtSion  to  your  taking  as  many  of  them  as  may  fuit 
jouinto)oun  v-n  fervice. 

"  Jlistlic  prefcnt  intention  of  Government  thai  General 
Dufaix  fljouid  fct  out  for  Europe  in  Kovember  next,  un- 
Itfs  fometiiingof  conftqucncefliould  arife  here  tudeti»m  him> 
"  The  CymmifTionof  the  Arts  flialL  return  to  France  on 
board  a  flag  of  truce,  which  you  will  demand  f(""  this  p\ir- 
pofc,  conformably  to  the  late  cartel,  fome  time  in  the  month 
of  November,  immediately  after  they  have  comp'.'ted  the 
object  of  tluir  milHon.  They  are  at  prtftnt  engaged  in 
putting  a  finifhing  hand  to  it,  by  an  examination  of  Upper 
Eij,ypt.  Nevtrtiitlefs,  if  you  think  t:iat  any  of  them  w.ll 
be  of  Rrvice  lo  you,  you  may  put  them  in  rcquifuioa  with- 
out fern  pic  ! 

'•  The  Effendi,  who  was  made  prif  .ner  at  Aboukir,  is  fct 
out  for  Damic;:a.  J  have  already  written  to  you  i'»  i-;nu  him 
tj  Cyprus :  he  tokes  with  him  a  letter  for  the  Grand  Vizier, 
of  which  I  cncloft  you  a  copy. 

*'  The  arrival  (if  the   lircft  fleet  at   Tculon,   and  of   the 
Cadiz  fl.tt   at  Cirthagcna,  leaves  no  kind  o."  do-    '  ■  f  the 
poffi;  ility    of  tanfmitnng   to   E'/ypi  tli     iT.i.ft 
pift'iU,  balls,  &c.  of  which  you  U.uiJ  in  net 
1  am  jirovided  with  a   very   exadt    enumer.iti  ai  , 
wiiii  a   fufRcient    number  of  recruits  to  fnppiy  thi 
our  twocaii  pai^^ns.     Gnvcrnmtnt  itfelf,  I  prefunic,  wil., 
that  conVcvance,  acquaint   you  witii  its  intentions  :    as   loi 
niyftlf,  buh  in  my  public  and  my  private  capacry,  1  pro- 
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mife  to  take  every  meafure  fur  enabling  you  to  hear  fre- 
quently from  France. 

"Jf,  bya  ftries  of  the  mod  extraordinary  events,  none  of 
ihefe  atcennpts  fhould  fucceed,  and  you  fliould  neither  re- 
ceive reinforcements  nor  intelligence  from  France  by  May 
Jiext;  and  if,  this  year,  in  fpite  of  all  your  precautions,  the 
plague  fliould  break  out  in  Egypt,  and  carry  off  more  than 
1500  of  the  troops — a  confiderable  lofs  in  addition  to  that 
•vvhich  the  events  of  the  war  will  deily  occafion:— I  think  that 
you  ought  not  then  to  venture  npon  another  campaign,  and 
that  you  are  fufficicntly  juftificd  in  concluding  a  peace  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte  ;  even  though  the  evacuation  of  Egypt 
/liould  be  the  leading  article,  it  will  merely  be  nccefTary 
for  you  to  poflpone  the  execution  of  it  (if  fuch  a  tiling  be 
poffible)  till  the  period  of  a  general  peace. 

"  No  one,  •Citizen  General,  has  better  means  of  judging 
f)f  the  importance  of  Egypt  to  France  than  yourfelf.  The 
Turkifh  empire,  menaced  with  ruin.on  every  fide,  is  crum- 
bling to  pieces  at  this  moment;  and  the  evacuation  of 
Egypt  on  cur  part  would  be  fo  much  the  more  unfortu- 
nate, as  we  fliould  be  fure  to  fee,  ere  long,  this  fine  pro- 
vince fall  into  the  hands  of  fome  other  European  powers. 

"  The  intelligence  of  the  good  or  ill  fortune  which  may 
attend  the  Republic  in  Europe,  will,  of  sourfe,  have  its  due 
influence  in  detetermining  your  future  meafures. 

"  If  the  Porte  fhould  reply  to  the  overtures  f  have 
made  for  peace  before  my  letters  from  France  can  reach 
you,  it  will  be,  in  that  cafe,  neceflTary  for  you  to  de- 
clare, that  you  have  all  the  powers  with  which  I  was 
entrufled." 

"Enter  then  upon  the  negotiation  ;  a''hcre  flrenuoufly 
and  conftantly  to  the  afTertion  which  I  have  advanced,  that 
France  never  had  the  leaft  idea  of  taking  Egypt  from  the 
Grand  Seignior. 

"  Require  the  Ottoman  Porte  to  fcparate  itftlf  from  the 
Coalition,  to  grant  us  the  free  commerce  of  tlie  Black  Sta, 
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to  fct  a:  libcrry  all  the  French  in  confinement;  and,  laftly,- 
to  agree  to  a  rufpcnuon  of  ho(\ilitics  for  fix  months,  that 
there  may  he  a  fufHcient  time  for  the  mutual  exchange  of 
ratifications. 

"  Suppofmg,  however,  that  you  fliould  find  yourftlf  in 
foch  circumltances  as  you  conceive  make  it  necefifary  to 
conclude  the  treaty  wi-i-h  the  Porte  ;  you  mufl  then  make 
tl'.at  power  under  (land  that  you  cannot  execute  your  part 
cf  it  before  it  be  ratified  at  home  ;  and  that,  according  to 
the  ufual  praflice  of  all  nations,  the  interval  between  the 
figniog  and  ratifying  of  a  treaty  is  always  coafidered  at  a 
fufpenfion  of  hoftiiities. 

"  YiMi  are  acquainted,  Citizen  General,  with  my  way 
of  thinking  refpefting  the  interior  policy  of  F.gypt.  A€t 
in  what  mnnner  you  pleafe  the  Chriftians  will  ftill  be  our 
friends;  u  will  be  necefifary,  however,  to-  prevent  tlicni 
from  growing  too  infoltnt,  left  the  Turks  fliould  conceive 
the  fame  fanatic  prejudice  againft  us  as  a^nm-ft  them,  which 
would  deftrov£\ery  polfibility  of  areconciliation  :  thisftana- 
licifm  muft,  at  all  events,  be  laid  afletp,  until  wc  have  an 
opportunity  of  extirpating  it  entirely.  Bv  gaining  the  good 
opinion  of  the  principal  Sheiks  ai  C  liro  we  fhall  fecure 
that  of  all  £gypt  ;  and,  of  all  the  chiefs  wb.ich  its  in- 
habitants may  rally  under,  there  are  none  Kfs  to  be  appre- 
hended by  us  than  the  Sheiks,  who  are  ail  timorous,  un«.. 
acquainted  with  arms,  and,  like  all  other  pricfts^kaow  how 
to  infpire  the  people  with  fanaticilm,  without  bting  fana- 
tic themfelves. 

'•With  rerpe<ft  to  the  fortifications  I  confidtr  Alex- 
andria and  El  Arifcli  as  the  two  keys  of  1-gypt.  J  had 
once  an  idea  of  forming,  during  the  apjiroaching  winter, 
fi-veral  redoubts  of  palm-trees;  two  from  Salehitli  to  Catieh», 
two  from  Catichtu  El  Arilh:  cf  thcle  lalt,  one  was  to  be 
placed  on  the  fpot  where  General  Menou  diltovered  a, 
fpring  of  tolerable  water. 

"  Briga(?i<;r-gcncral  baiilon,   commander  of  ih«    corps. 

^    3 
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Engineers,  and  Brigadier-general  Soiigis,  commander  of  the 
artillery,  vvillfuVnifli  you  with  the  neceffary  details  of  their 
refpeftlve  departments. 

"  Citizen  Pouffielgue  has  had  the  fole  management  of 
the  finances;  I  have  found  him  extremely  aflive,  and,  ia 
every  refpefl-,  a  perfon  of  merit;  ht  begins  to  have  Ibme 
infight  into  the  chaos  of  the  adminiflration  of  this  country. 
It  was  my  intention,  if  nothing  occured  to  prevent  me,  to 
attempt  this  winter  a  new  fyflem  of  taxation,  which  would, 
by  degrees,  relieve  us  from  our  prefent  dependance  on  the 
Copts :  before  you  undertake  it,  however,  I  advife  you  to 
make  it  the  fubjeft  of  long  and  deliberate  meditation  ;  it  is 
fafer  to  begin  an  operation  of  this  nature  a  little  too  late 
than  a  little  too  foon. 

"Our  fliips  of  war  will  certainly  make  their  appearance 
this  winter,  either  at  Alexandria,  Brulos,  or  Damietta. 
You  muft  have  a  battery  and  a  fignal-tower  at  Brulos.  En- 
deavour to  get  together  five  or  fix  hundred  Mameloucs,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that,  when  the  French  fleet  arrives,  you 
may  be  able  to  lay  your  hands  upon  them  at  the  fame  inftant 
of  time,  either  at  Cairo  or  in  the  other  provinces,  and 
fend  them  off  immediately  for  France*.  If  you  cannot 
procure  Mameloucs,  fuch  Arab  hoilages,  Cheiks  el  Beled 
as  may  then  be  in  cuftody,  no  nr:atter  on  what  account,  will 
anfwer  the  end  as  well.  Thefe  people,  landed  in  France, 
aud  detained  there  for  a  year  or  two,  will  contemplate  the 
grandeur  of  the  nation  ;  they  will  acquire,  in  fome  degree 
our  manners  and  our  language,  and  when  they  return  to 
Egypt,  will  prove  to  us  fo  many  partifans. 

"  I  have  already  repeatedly  written    for   a  company    of 
comedians;  I  will  take  particular  care  that  they  fhall  be  fent. 

"*  It  is  impofTible  to  conceive  a  fcheme  of  blacker  or 
more  diabolical  perfidy  than  Buonaparte  here  plans  for 
Kleber.  Five  or  fix  hundred  innocent  people,  living 
without  fufpicion  or  fear,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  French, 
are  to  be  torn  from  their  country ,  their  families,  and  friends, 
and  hurried  ofTto  France,  under  a  pretence  equally  abfurd 
and  iniquitous," 
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This  appears  to  me  an  article  of  the  utmoft  confcquence, 
■not  only  f  >r  the  army,  but  for  the  piirpolV;  of  tfftoling  fomc- 
tliing  like  a  change  in  the  moral  habits  of  the  country. 

**  The  important  fuuation  of  CommanJcr  in  Cr.icf, 
^vhich  has  now  devolved  upon  you,  will  aiford  you  ample 
npporti't  ties  of  difplaying  thofc  talents  with  which  n:nure 
has  enfiowed  you.  The  inrcrtft  taken  in  everything 
which  palTt-s  here  is  aftive  and  lively  ;  and  the  confc- 
quences  rcfiilting  from  it  will  be  im!Tii,nfL-,  whether  con- 
fidered  with  rcfpeft  to  c;>mmerce  or  to  civilization.  This 
is,  aflTuiedly,  the  epoch  from  whence  revolutions  of  the  rr.oll 
extraordinary  nature  will  take  their  date. 

"  Accuftomed  to  lock  for  the  recompenfe  of  the  toils  and 
difficulties  of  life  in  the  opinion  of  pufieriiy,  I  abandoa 
Egypt  with  the  decpeft  regret  !  The  honour  an_d  interefts 
of  my  country,  duty^  and  the  extraordinary  events  which 
have  recently  taken  place  there  ;  thefe,  and  thefe  alone, 
have  determined  me  to  hazard  a  paflage  to  Europe,  through 
the  midll  of  the  enemy's  fquadrons  :  in  heart  and  in  fpirit 
I  fliall  ftill  be  in  the  midft  of  you.  Your  viftorics  will  be 
as  dear  to  me  as  any  in  which  I  may  be  perfonally  engaged  ; 
and  I  ftiall  look  upon  that  day  of  my  life  as  ill  employed 
in  which  I  Ihall  not  do  fomething  for  the  army  of  which 
I  leave  you  tlie  command  ;  and  for  the  coTifolidation  of  the 
magnificent  efiabhfkment,  the  foundation  of  which  is  fo 
recently  laid. 

"  The  army  I  entruft  to  your  care,  is  entirely  compofed 
of  mv  own  children.  I  have  ncveif  ccafed,  even  in  the 
luidll  of  their  mod  trying  difhcukits  and  dangers,  to  re- 
ceive proofs  of  their  attachment;  endeavour  to  prefcrve 
them  flill  in  thofe  fentiments  for  me.  This  is  due  to  the 
particular  eUccm  and  friendfliip  I  entertain  for  you,  and  to 
the  unfeigned  affedlion  I  feel  for  them  !" 

(Signed)  BoNAl'ARTE. 

A  true  Copy.     Klebkr. 

Whatever  reiledions  arife  out  of  this  Epiflle,  they 
fcem  to  have  been  anticipated  fo  fcnfibly  by  General 
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Kleber,  that  truth  ab(oliitely  demands  them  to  be 
given  111  h  s  own  words.  That  officer  feems  to  have 
felt  tl.e  greuefl:  indignation  tliat  Buonaparte  (liould 
have  atcempced  to  dupe  hiai.  and  the  French  nation, 
by  afcribing  iiis  depa-'ture  to  h  )noiirable  motives. 
Klcber's  Letter  is  addrefTed  to  the  Directory,  :md  is  at 
once  a  curious  piece  of  criticifm  upon  that  of  Buona- 
parte, aiid  an  interefting  picture  of  the  ftate  of  Egypt 
at  the  time  of  his  defertion. 

Liberty!  Equality! 

FREN'CH  REPUBLIC. 

Kleber,  Commander  in  Chief,  /o  i'/i(f  Director Y» 

Head  Quarters^  Cairo,   October  7tli,  ITO'.). 

"  The  Commanner  in  Chief,  Buonaparte,  quitted  this 
country  for  France,  on  the  morning  of  tlie  ii^  ult.  with- 
out faying  a  word  of  his  intention  to  any  perfon  whatever. 
He  hai!  appoinre.'  me  to  meet  h.m  at  Rnfetta  on  the  fub- 
fequcntday:  (the  24th.)  I  found  nothing  there  but  his 
difpatclies.  Unable  to  divine  whether  the  General  has  had 
tfie  good  fortune  to  reach  Toulon,  I  tliink  it  incumbent  on 
me  ro  fe.nd  you  a  copy  of  ihe  L.tter,  by  which  ue  transfer- 
red to  me  the  command  of  the  army,  as  alio  of  nnother^ 
which  he  had  addrtffed  to  the  Grand  Vizier  at  Conftan- 
tincple,  although  he  knew  pe:fe6tly  well  that  this  ofRcer 
was  already  arrived  at  Damafcus. 

"  My  firft  cares  have  been  direfl-ed  to  obtain  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  prefent  cunditjon  of  the  a.  my. 
--  **  Yoa  know,  Citizen  Dircdtors,  and  you  have  it  in  yoar 
power  to  procure  the  requifite  ftatements;  you  know,  I 
fay,  the  a6Vual  ftrength  o'  the  army  at  its  arrival  in  Egypt  :• 
it  is  reduced  a  full  half ! — and  we  occupy  all  the  capital 
points  of  the  great  triangle,  from  the  Catara^^s  to  El 
Arifch,  from  El  Arifch  ■.  Alexandria,  and  from  Alexan- 
dria again  to  the  Catara^fts;  meanwhile,  it  is  no  longer  a 
ijueilion,  asic  once  was,  of  contendinjj  with  a  few  horde* 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  ''O  I 

of  difpirited  Mamtloiics  ;  but,  of  refifting  and  combating 
the  united  efforts  yf  three  great  powcjs,  the  Purtc,  Eng- 
land, and  Ruffia. 

"  The  abfolute  want  of  arms,  of  gunpowder,  of  cannon, 
and  mufket -balls,  prelVnts  a  pifturc  no  lets  alarming  lliau 
the  prodigious  and  rapid  diminution  of  our  numbers.  Our 
attempts  to  eftabiifli  a  .foundry,  have  failed  of  fuccefs  ;  and 
the  manufactory  of  powder,  which  we  fct  on  foot  at  llhoda, 
has  nor,  hitherto,  kept  pace,  in  any  degree,  with  our  expect- 
ations  ;  in  all  prubauility  it  never  wiil.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  rcpairmg  of  our  fmall  arrris  proceeds  but  (lowly  ;  and 
that,  to  give  the  nccelTary  a£livity  to  thefe  various  under- 
takings, m  -ney  and  means,  of  which  we  have  neither,  are 
ablolutely  indifpenfible. 

"  The  troops  are  naked,  and  this  privation  of  clothing 
is  the  more  calamitous,  as  it  is  perftftly  alccrtaincd,  in  this 
country,  to  be  one  of  the  moft  aflive  caufes  of  the  dyfen- 
tcrics  and  ophthalmies  which  conftantly  prevail  here.  The 
firft,  in  particular,  has  operated  with  an  alarming  effea 
this  feafon,  on  bodies  already  weakened  and  exhauAed  by 
fatigue.  The  rrcmbcrs  of  the  Board  of  Health  remark, 
(and  never  fail  to  mention  it  in  their  reports,)  that,  aN 
though  the  army  is  fo  much  diminillitd,  the  number  on 
the  fick  lift  is  confiderably  larger  this  ye.^.r  than  at  the 
lame  period  of  the  laft. 

••  General  Buonaparte,  previous  to  his  departure,  had,  it 
is  true,  given  orders  for  new  clothing  the  army  :  but,  for 
this,  as  well  as  for  a  great  many  < 'her  projects,  he  con- 
tented  himfelf  with  the  mere  orders :— the  pr.vcny  of  the 
finances,  which  is  a  new  obRadc  to  be  combat,  d,  reduced 
him,  doubtlcfs,  to  the  neceiniy  of  adjourning  the  execution 
of  this  ufeful  dcfign. 

"  Now  I  have  mentioned  the  finances,  1  feel  it  iny  duty 
to  fay'fomewhat  more  on  the  fubjeft. 

•«  Geneial  Buauspartc  cxhaufted  the  cx'raordinary  rc- 
fourccs  within  a  few  months  after  our  arrival  !  He  levied 
at   that    time  as  extenfive  a   military  coiitribuiion   hi  ihc 


5()2  THE     LIFE     OF 

country  couU!  pofiibly  fupporc  !  To  have  recourfe  a  fecond 
time  to  iliis  expc»iie:it,  nuw,  that  we  are  liiirounded  with 
enemies  from  without,  would  only  pave  the  way  for  ;m  in- 
fnrreftion  the  firft  favourable  moment. 

"  Notwithftanding  all  thi-,  Buonaparte,  ar  quitting  us, 
did  not  kave  behind  him  a  iingtc  lous  in  the  military  cheft, 
nor  anything  capable  cf  being  turned  into  money  !  He 
Ictt,  on  the  contrary,  a  debt  of  near  ten  millions,  more 
than  a  whole  yeai 's  income  in  the  prelent  rtate  of  things: 
the  pay  of  the  army  alone,  is  in  arrear,  ruU  4,000,000  ! 

"  The  prefcDt  ftate  of  the  i:.undation  inai<es  it  impoffible 
to  recovtr  the  deficiencies  cf  the  year  juft  expired  ;  and 
which,  if  it  were  not  fo,  would  Icaice  anfwer  the  expenies 
of  a  month:  we  cannc*.  ther>.fore,  enter  again  on  the  col- 
lect ion  of  the  taxts  till  the  er.d  of  November;  and,  even 
then,  it  is  clear  to  me,  that  we  fiial!  not  be  in  a  condition 
to  attend  fufficiea:\y  t  -  it,  becan.e  we  fliail  have  our  hands 
full  of  fighting,  in  a  word,  the  Nile  being  very  low  this 
year,  many  provinces,  deprived  of  the  inundation,  will 
claim  the  cullomary  eiemptions,  to  which  we  cani;ot,  in 
common  juftice,  objefi. 

"  Every  fyllable.  Citizen  Direftors,  which  I  here  ad- 
vance, 1  can  authenticate,  either  by  verbal  pioctfies,  or  by 
ellimates  of  the  ditiVri-rit  icrvices,  regularly  figni  d. 

"  AkhuLigh  Egypt  's>  to  all  appearance,  tiaii(]ui!,  it  is 
nothing  lefs  than  in  a  ftate  of  fubmifiTioii ;  the  people  arc 
relllefs  and  uneafy;  and,  in  i"p:ie  of  all  we  can  do  to  the 
contrary,  pcrfift  in  lo.king  vipon  us  as  the  enemies  of  their 
property  ;  tl  eir  hearts  are  incelTantly  open  to  the  hopes  of 
a  fav.)urao]e  ciiange. 

•  "'  e  .VJamclukes  are  difperfed,  but  not  deftroyed. 
.  ■       ;■  'nil  ill   Upper  ICgypt   with  a  body  of  men, 

L..  ..iUicrous   to   find  conllant   employment  for  a 

CO'  '  -    ,idit    of  our    forces.     It   we    Ihoiild  qui:   him 

f;,r  an  iiiuanr  nu  little  army  would  incrcaG  with  incon- 
ceivable rapidity  J  and  he  woul'1  defcend  ti;e  Nile,  and 
harafs  us  at  the  gates  iti  tliis  capital ;  where,  in  fpiic  of 
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tiie  rr.oft  vigilant  attention,  they  have  conftantly  found 
niean=,  to  this  very  haur,  to  procure  him  fupplics  of  arms 
and  money. 

"  Ibrahim  Bev  is  at  Gaza,  witii  about  two  thoufand 
Mamelukes  ;  and  I  am  informed  that  3a,0CQ  men,  part 
of  the  army  of  the  Grand  Vizier  and  D^ezzir  Pafiii,  are 
aifo  arrived  at  the  fame  place.  The  Grand  Vizier  left 
Damafcus  about  three  weeks  ago;  he  is  at  prefLnt  en- 
camped near  Acre  :  finahy,  the  Enghfli  are  nirtllers  of  the 
Red  Sta. 

"  Such,  Citizen  Direflorf,  is  the  fiti-ation  in  which 
General  Buonaparte  has  left  me  to  fuOain  the  enormous 
burden  of  commr.n'iing  the  army  of  the  Eaft  !  He  faw  the 
fatal  crifis  ;.ppro^chi^g  ;  your  orders  have  not  permiitcd 
him  ro  furmounr  it.  That  futh  a  crifis  exifls,  his  letters, 
his  inftr'.£tions,  his  ncgoiia'im  ,  lately  fct  on  foot,  all  con- 
tribute to  cvnicf  ;  it  is  of  public  n' t  uicty,  and  our  ene- 
mies app'ar  to  me  no  Itfs  pcrftftly  informed  of  it  than 
ourfelves. 

*  J."  this  year,'  f\vs  General  BuonapartJ-,  *  in  f(iite  of 
all  my  precautions,  the  plague  fl)ould  break  out  in  Egyj.!, 
and  carry  off  more  thai*  hfcctn  hundred  men,  &c.  I  then 
think  that  you  ou-rc  not  to  ver.uire  upon  another  c?.ni- 
paigii,  and  that  you  are  fufficientlv  j'lltitied  in  concluding 
a  pe;  ce  wirh  the  Oitoman  Porte,  even  though  the  evacua- 
tion o:  Eg),!,  flioi.kl  bf  the  leading  article,'  i^.c. 

"  I  have  pointed  o.::  this  pafTage  to  you,  Citizen  Di- 
redlors,  hecaMfe,  it  is  charadteriftic  in  moic  than  one  point 
of  view;  and,  above  all,  bccauTe  it  clearly  fliows  you  the 
real  fituation  in  which  1  am  placed.  Of  what  ciinft-qucnce 
ure  1,500  men,  more  or  Icfs,  in  the  imtrcn.t  i;»ace  cf 
country  which  I  have  to  defend,  and  againft  ?.n  cicrnal 
repetition  of  attic ks  ? 

•*  The  Generil  further  fays,  '  Alexandria  and  Ei  Arifth, 
arc  the  two  keys  of   Egypt.'     El  AriR  iltrr  f  irr, 

four  dnys  journey  in   ihc  Dcfart  ;  the  pi  'tTicil-y 

of  viftualling  it  will  not  allow  of  its  be  ,d    I'y 

moic  than  250  men.     Six  hundred  M.'  -5 
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might,  whenever  they  pleafed,  cut  off  all  communio'atiott 
with  Catitz  ;  and  as,  when  Buonaparte  left  us,  this  garrifoa 
had  but  a  fortnight's  provifion  in  advance  ;  juft  that  fpace 
of  time,  and  uo  mort-,  wouid  be  fufficient  to  compel  it  to 
capitulate,  without  firir<?  a  lliot  !  The  Arabs  alone  were 
capable  of  furnifliing  regular  convoys  of  proyifions  through 
thcfe  burning  dcfarts  ;  bur,  they  have  been  fo  often  over- 
reached and  defrauded,  that,  far  from  offering  us  their 
ferviccs,  they  now  keep  aloof  and  conceal  themfclves  ;  be- 
fidts,  the  arrival  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  who  inflames  their 
fanaticifm,  and  overwhelms  them  with  prcfents,  will  equally 
tend  to  incline  them  to  defcrt  us. 

"  Alexandria  is  by  no  means  a  fortrtfs  ;  it  is  a  large  in- 
trenched camp.  It  was,  indeed,  tolerably  well  defended 
by  a  numerous  heavy  artillery  ;  buf,  fincc  we  loft  it  in  the 
difaflrous  invafion  of  Syria,  and  fince  General  Buonaparte 
lias  taken  all  the  cannon  belonging  to  the  (hipping,  to  com- 
plete the  equipment  of  the  two  frigates  with  which  he 
~ failed  for  France,  this  camp  can  make,  in  fa6t,  but  a  fee- 
ble refiftance. 

*'  General  BuoiKiparte  deceived  himfclf  with  regard  to 
the  confequences  which  he  expefVed  from  his  viftory  at 
Aboukir.  He  cut  to  pieces,  it  is  true,  near  nine  thoufand 
Turks  who  had  landed  there  ;  but,  what  is  fuch  a  lofs 
as  this  to  a  great  nation,  from  whom  we  have  violently 
torn  the  faireft  portion  of  its  empire  ;  and  whom  religion, 
honour,  and  intereft,  equally  ftimulate  to  avenge  its  inju- 
ries, <ind  to  re-conquer  what  it  has  been  thus  deprived 
of  ?  As  a  proof  of  what  I  fay,  this  viftory  has  not  retarded, 
for  a  fingle  inftant,  either  the  preparations,  or  the  march 
of  the  Grand  Vizier. 

"  In  this  ftate  of  things,  what  can,  and  what  ought  I 
to  do  ?  I  think,  Citizen  Diredtors,  that  I  fliould  continue 
the  negotiations  entered  upon  by  Buonaparte  ;  though  the 
refult  fhould  be  merely  the  gaining  a  little  time,  I  fliould 
even  then  have  fufficient  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  it.  I 
have  inclofcd  you  the  Letter  which,  in  confequence  of  this 
determination,   I   wrote  to   the   Grand  Vizier  j    fending 
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him,  at   the   fame  time,  a  duplicate  of  that  from  Bona- 
parte. 

"  If  this  minifter  meets  my  advances  I  fliall  propofe 
to  him  the  refticution  of  Egypt,  on  the  following  condi- 
tions : 

•"  The  Grand  Seignior  fhall  appoint  a  Pafha,  as  be- 
fore. 

*  "  The  Beys  {l\M  give  up  to  him  the  Miri,  which  the 
Porte  has  had  always  de  jure,  and  never  de  faBo. 

' ''  Commerce  fliall  be  reciprocally  open  between  Egypt 
and  Syria. 

'  "  The  French  fhall  continue  in  the  country,  occupy  the 
ftrong  holds  and  the  forts,  and  colledt  ail  the  duties  and 
cuftoms  till  the  French  Government  lliall  have  made  peace 
with  England. 

"  If  thcfc  fummnry  preliminaries  are  accepted,  I  fli.i!l 
think  I  have  rendered  my  country  a  greater  fcrvice  than  if 
I  hnd  obtained  the  moft  brilliant  vidory.  But  I  fear  they 
will  not  be  attended  to  :  if  the  haughtinefs  of  the  Turks 
oppnfts  noobiViLle,  I  fimli  flill  h<ive  to  combat  the  influ- 
ence of  En^Iifh  gold.  Happen  what  may,  I  will  end(.a- 
votir  to  dirtft  myftlf  by  circumflarices. 

"  1  know  all  the  importance  of  the  pofiTcflTion  of  Egypt. 
I  ufed  to  fay  in  Europe,  that  this  country  was  for  France 
the  point  of  fixture,  by  means  of  which  Jhe  might  move, 
at  will,  the  commtrcial  1\  ftcm  of  every  quarter  of  the  globe; 
hut,  to  do  this  tfT.iStually,  a  powerful  lever  is  required, 
and  that  lever  \\  a  navy  :  curs  h;.s  cxilicd  !  Sinrc  that 
period,  every  thing  has  changed  ;  and  peace  with  the  Porte 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  expedient  that  holds  out  to  us 
a  method  of  fairly  gettmg  rid  of  an  entcrprife  no  longer 
capable  of  attaining  the  ybjeft  for  which  it  was  under- 
taken. 

♦'  1  fhall  not  enter,  Citizen  Directors,  into  the  details  of 

all  tile  diplomatic  combinatiops  which  the  prefent  flate  of 

Europe   might  furnifh  :  this  is  not  my   province.     In  the 

forlorn  fituttion  in  which  I  fland,  and  fo  far  removed  from 

Vol.  lit. — .NO.  xxxn.  7. 
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the  centre  of  a£tion,  I  can  fcarce  give  a  thought  to  any- 
thing but  the  fafety  and  honour  of  the  army  which  I  com- 
mand :  happy  if,  in  the  midft  of  my  diftrelTes,  1  fhould 
have  the  good  fortune  to  meet  your  wifties  ;  at  a  lefs 
diftance  from  you,  I  ihould  place  all  my  glory  in  obedi- 

-ence. 

"  I  have  annexed  to  this,  an  exaft  eftimate  of  the  more 
material  articles  of  which  we  (land  in  need  for  the  ftr- 
vice  of  the  artillery  ;  and,  alfo  a  fummary  recapitulation 
of  the  debt  contrafted,  and  left  unpaid  by  General  Bona- 
parte. 

Health  and  refpea.  Kleber." 

"  P.  S.  At  this  inftant,  Citizen  Direftors,  jufl  as  I  amy 
fnakirg  up  my  difpatches,  I  learn  that  fourteen  or  fifteen 
Turkifh  vefl'els  are  at  anchor  before  Damietta,  where  they 
are  waiting  for  the   fleet  of  the   Captain  PaAa,  now  at 
Joppa,  and  having  on  board,  as  I  am  told,  from  fifteen  to 
Twenty  thoufand  land  forces  ;  befides  thefe,  there  are  (till 
fifteen  thoufand   men  at  Gaza,  and  the  Grand  Vizier  is 
inarching  from  Damafcus.     A  few  days  fmce,  he  fent  us 
back  a  foldier  of  the   a 5th  demi-brigade,  who  had  been 
m£.de  prifoner  in  the  neighbourhood  of  El  Arifch  ;  after 
having  (hewed  him  all  his  camp,  he  defired  him  to  acquaint 
his  comrades  with  what  he  had  feen,  and  to  tell  their  com- 
mander to  tremble.     This  feems  to  announce  either  the 
confidence  which  the  Grand  Vizier  has  in  his  fotces,  or  a 
wifh  to  enter  upon  an  accommodation.     With  refpe6t  to 
inyfelf,  it  will  be  abfoluttly  impc(rible  for  me  to  get  toge- 
ther more  than    5,000  men,  capable  of  taking  the  (icld 
againft  him  :  notwithftanding  this,  I  will  try  my  fortune, 
if  1  do  not  fucceed  in  gaining  time  by  my  negotiations. 
D^ezzar  has  withdrawn  his  forces  from  Gaza,  and  marched 
them  back  to  Acre."  ' 

The  fchedule  of  the  military  wants  of  the  army  it 
■would  be  unneceflary  to  copy  iiere,  as  it  is  admitted 
by  Buonapartt  in  his  letter ;  but,  the  eftimate  of  the 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  267 

<lebts  owing  by  him  when  he  fled,  is  (o  far  import- 
ant, as  it  proves  that  he  neither  kept  faith  with  the 
people  whom  he  invaded,  nor  the  army  whom  he  led 
to  invade  them. 

Armv  of  the  East.  Fke.vch  Republic. 

ESTIMATE 

Of  the  different  Sums  due  on  the  zid  of  Augrfi  1799,  ^^^ 

Ptriod  at   ivhich  GENERAL   Kleber.   recei-ved  the 

Command  of  the  Army. 

Livres.  Sums  due. 

Pay  of  the  army   4,015,000     o     o 

Extraordinarics   576,000     o     a 

Ditfertnce  of  pay  between  the  law  of 
the  2d  Thermidor,  in  the  year  2,  and 
that  of  the  23d  Floreal,  in  the  year  5, 
clue  to  part  of  the  army   802,331     6     z 

Artillery   9i)2>4     o     o 

Engineers  

Marine,  military,  and  merchant  fcrvice, 

by  a  rough  calculation  3,962,124     o     6 

Military  fubfilUnce  i5«98.973    10     ° 

Clothing   i44>3*^'    «o   1° 

Military  hofpitals  3»'>277   '5     4 

Military  convoys  I77»09S     4     ° 

Military  ports  5.43^   '^     * 

To  the  infpedlurof  the  faddlc  manufac- 
tory    12,601     o     o 

To  the  infpcftor  of  the  boot  manufac- 
tory     6,000     o     o 

To  the  comniiflaries  at  Suez   7|0'4     ^     ^ 

To  certain  French,  Turks,  and  Greeks, 
who  have  furniflied  provifions  at 
Alexandria,  and  cHewherc  41,980     7     o 

To  Citizen  Rofetty  for  provifions  for  the 

army,  when  on  its  march  to  Rhamanie  3,:2t   it     8 

Total   ii,3i5,2<;2   10     t 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

"  Since  the  army  quitted  France,  the  expenditure  has 
exceeded  the  receipts  by  11,315,151  livres,  10  fous,  2  de- 
niers — this  debt,  then  muft  inevitably  continue  increafing. 
At  our  firft  arrival  here,  requifitions  were  made  in  all  the 
towns  for  the  immediate  fubliftence  of  the  troops.  Thefc 
have  never  been  paid  for. 

"  Extraordinary  contributions  were  levied  upon  the 
merchants,  tradefmen,  &c. 

'♦  The  effe£ls  of  the  Mamelukes  were  alfo  feized  on 
our  arrival ;  their  wives  have  been  made  to  pay  an  extra- 
ordinary impofition. 

•'  The  receipts  of  the  laft  year  were  greater  than  thofe 
of  the  prefent  can  poffibly  be.  The  inundation  has  failed, 
and  many  villages  have  been  deprived  of  water. 

'•  The  debt  above  ftated  does  not  include  what  is  due 
to  the  provinces  for  the  fupplies  in  kind,  with  which  the 
troops  were  furniflied  during  their  march. 

"  It  is  evident,  from  thelt  obfervations,  that,  as  long  as 
the  army  of  Egypt  is  engaged  in  hoftilities,  there  can  be 
no  foreign  trade;  nor  can  the  receipts  be  poffibly  made  to 
anfwer  the  expenfes.  It  is  peace  alone  which  can  place 
the  receipts  on  a  fatisfaftory  footing. 
Certified  by  me, 

E.  PoussiELGuE,  Commiffary-general,  &c. 
to  be  conformable   to  the  re(pe£tive  lifts 
delivered  to  me  at  Cairo,  Oft.  7,  1799. 
Examined  by  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
(Signed)  Kleber. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 
General  Klehcr  aidtejfes  an  animating  Troclamaiion 
to  the  Army' — Citizen  Voujjielgue  AJtJiiniJlrator-gena  al 
of  the  Finances  of  Egy/it^ s^  interejling  Account  of  the  State 
of  Egy/it,  and  of  the  French  Army  and  Finances. — A 
Treaty  fgned  between  Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  General 
Klcberffor  the  Exacuation  of  Egypt  by  the  French  Army. 

Jr  EElING,  as  Kleber  did  upon  this  occafion,  he 
would  hardly  have  been  fubjeft  to  cenfure  if  he  had 
openly  declaired  his  opinions  to  the  army,  and  de- 
nounced Buonaparte  a  traitor;  hut  like  a  true  foldier, 
he  chofe  to  confult  the  orders  he  had  received  rather 
than  his  own  feelings,  and  lc!t  his  flatements  to  be- 
juftifitd  by  events  rather  than  forwarded  by  his  own 
manoeuvres.  The  following  Addrefs,  delivered  while 
he  was  yeffmarting  from. the  recent  perfidy  of  Buona- 
part6,  may  be  recommended,  as  a  model  of  generofity,, 
manlinefs,  and  true  military  honour. 

Kleber  Command :r  in  Chiefs  to  the  Armyi 

Head   Quarters,    Cairo,  Aui^ust  31,  I799v 
«'  Soldiers! 
"  Motives,  of  the  mod  imperious  nature,  have  de- 
tetmined  the  Commandtr  in  Chief,  Buonapartd,  to  return 
to  France. 

«'  The  dangers  incident  to  a  voyage  undertaken  ia  no 
▼fry  favourable  part  of  the  year,  on  a  narrow  fca,  covcreii 
•with  the  enemies'  fleets,  were  too  feeble  to  arreft  him. 
Your  happinefs  was  at  ftake  ! 

•*  Soldiers  !  a  powerful  reinforcement,  or  a  glorious 
peace,  is  at  hand  :  a  peace  wurthy  of  you  and  of  your 
achievements,  is  on  the  point  of  reftoring  you  to  your, 
country. 

z    3 
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*'  In  taking  upon  myfelf  the  charge  with  which  Buona- 
parte was  intruded,  I  was  neither  unaware  of  its  impor- 
tance, nor  of  the  toil  and  danger  attending  it  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  I  confidered  your  gallantry,  fo  often 
crowned  with  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs  ;  your  unwearied 
patience  in  braving  every  calamity,  and  fupporting  every 
privation;  when  I  confidered,  in  fliort,  all  that  might  be 
done  or  attempted  with  fuch  foldiers,  I  loft  fight  of  every- 
thing but  the  advantage  of  being  at  your  head,  and  the 
honour  of  commanding  you ;  and  I  felt  myfelf  infpired 
with  new  vigour. 

"Soldiers!  rely  upon  what  I  fay;  your  urgent  wants 
fhall  be  the  never-ceafing  obefl  of  my  moft  earneft  folici- 
tude." 

(Signed)  Kleber. 

*'  By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  General  of 
Divifion,  and  Chief  of  the  Staff." 

(Signed)  Damas. 

A  true  copy.     (Signed)     Dumas,  Adjutant-general. 

A  true  copy.      Le  Roy. 

By  the  letters  of  General  Kleber,  it  appears,  that 
that  officer  opened  a  negotiation  with  the  Grand 
Vizier,  upon  the  bafis  of  Buonaparte's  Letter,  which  it 
is  xinnecefTary  to  inferthere,  as  it  was  merely  a  repe- 
tition of  thofe  profeiTions  r f  friendflup  for  the  Porte, 
and  of  thofe  attempts  to  obtain  its  acquiefcence  in  the 
violation  of  Egypt,  which  he  had  befoKe  fpeculated 
upon.  The  extenfive  preparations  that  the  Turks 
were,  in  the  interim,  making  to  attack  the  army  at  ali 
points,  occupied  fo  much  time,  that  the  French 
officers  had  fufficient  leifure  to  take  an  accurate  and 
extenfive  furvey  of  their  fituation  in  Egypt.  Not 
one  of  the  oC'lcers,  whofe  private  letters  have  been 
publifhed,  exprefled  themfclves  fatisfied  with  the 
condu<^  of  Buonaparte ;  and,  in  general,  they  evince 
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a  flrong  fufpicion  of  its  being  his  defigu  to  Impofe  at 
once  upon  the  Government  and  the  army.  Of  the 
officers  alluded  to,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  none  were 
perfonally  the  enemies  of  our  Hero,  and  that  they 
had  all  been  attached  to  himby  perfonal  rtfpet^  at  the 
time  of  ills  quitting  France  ;  the  tertimony  of  any 
one  of  thofe  officers  ought,  therefore,  to  be  taken  as 
fair  evidence  in  the  concerns  of  Egypt,  though  it 
might  Jiot  be  favourable  to  Buonaparte;  but  as  the 
occupation  of  that  Colony  efTcntially  forms  the  moft 
confpicuous  feature  in  his  Life,  it  is  defirable  that 
every  particular  relative  to  it  fliould  be  collefted  from 
the  moft  authentic  fource  ;  we  fliall,  therefore,  infert 
a  Letter  of  Citizen  Pouffielgue,  who  pofTeffed  the  con- 
fidence of  the  General  himfelf,  (fee  page  258)  and 
which  Letter  contains  the  beft  account  of  Egypt  that 
has  been  written. 

Liberty  !  Equality  ! 

FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 
E.  PoussiELGUE,  Com [>lr oiler  of  ihn   Expfnfes    of  the 

Army,  and   Aclminifirator-gtneral  of  the   Finances  of 

Egyl>t,  /o  ///<r  E  X  E c u T 1 V  B  D 1 R  t c  r  o  u  Y. 

Caiiu,  September  •22,  1799. 

Citizens  Directors, 

"1  Have  been,  exclufively,  charged,  fince  the  arrival  of 
the  army  in  Eyppr,  with  tlie  .'uiminifiratiun  of  the  finances, 
and  of  the  other  dtpartmenib  connected  with  the  political 
economy  of  this  country. 

"I  conceive  I  owe  you,  after  the  departure  of  General 
Buonaparte',  and  in  the  critical  fituation  in  which  he  left  us, 
a  concife,  but  fitliful,  rtprefcntat  ■■  n  of  the  oblervations 
which  1  have  colledled,  and  tiic  political  opinions  which 
naturally  flow  from  them. 

"  Travellers,  and  even  the  agents  of  the  French  Go-, 
vcrnmcnt,   who  have   been   in  E^jypt,   have  fo  cordially 
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agreed  in  the  exaggerated  ideas  which  they  have  diffemi- 
nated  rcfpeaingthe  natiu:.i  riches  and  the  treafures  which 
thiscountiy  contains,  that  a  refidence  of  fifteen  months, 
with  multiplied  refearchLG,  and  experiments,  by  a  great 
number  of  enlightened  men.  have  not  yet  totally  effaced  the 
falfe  impreffions  they  had  given. 

"  The  ordinary  revenues,  including  the  cuftoms,  were 
eftimated  from  49  to  50.000,000  ,  fome  have  even  carried 
them  as  far  as  60,000, oco. 

"  They  can  only  be  reckoned,  in  time  of  peace,  at 
19,000,000;  a  iyftem  of  commerce  well  managed,  and 
well  protefted,  might  raife  them  to  20,000,000. 

*«  In  time  of  war  (fuch  as  that  we  have  been  inceffantly 
engaged)  the  revenues  do  not,  by  any  means,  exceed 
12  or  13,000,000. 

"  Abundance  in  Egypt  depends,  firfl,  on  a  good  Nile, 
and,  feccndly,  on  the  dUirubition  of  the  water  :  every  year 
the  canals  muft  be  cleaned  out,  the  di.kes  repaired,  and  care 
taken  that  no!:e  of  them  be  cut  fooner  or  later  than  the 
common  intereft  appears  to  require. 

«<  The  diftribution  and  the  maintenance  of  thecana's  are 
very  far  from  being  carried  here  to  that  degree  of  utility 
which  one  would  exptft  to  rind  in  a  country,  whofe  fer- 
tility entirely  depends  on  the  obfervation  of  thefe  two  cir- 
cumftances. 

"  Even  when  the  Nile  is  good  a  great  quantity  of  land 
remains  uncultivated,  for  want  of  order  in  cutting  the 
dikes  :  but  when  the  Nile  is  bad,  or  middling,  the  lofs 
is  ten  times  greater  than  it  ought  to  be  ;  becaufe,  all  the 
villages  being  equally  afraid  of  wanting  water,  thofe  who 
border  on  the  river  haften,  before  the  proper  time,  to  cut 
the  dikes  ;  which  is  never  done  without  a  conteft  with 
the  villages  interefted  in  oppofing  it  :  and  by  this  incon- 
fiderate  method  of  proceeding,  a  great  part,  of  the  water, 
already  fo  fcarce,  is  loft,  without  procuring  the  leaft  ad- 
rantage. 
"  But,  however  produftivc  the  harvefts  oiay  be,  they 
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cannot,  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  increafe  the  revenuts  of 
the  Government,  although  it  be  itfelf  proprietor  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  lands  of  Egypt  ;  wh'le,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
bad  Nile  diminifhcs  them  confiderably. 

"  The  Egyptian  fyftem  of  finance  is  entirely  feudal. 
"  The  peafant  ploughs  and  fows  for  his  own  advantage, 
in  confideration  of  a  fixed  rent,  which  he  pays  in  money, 
or  in  kind,  to  the  proprietor. 

•'  This  rent  may  be  divided  into  three  diftinft  heads  : 
"TheMiri:  this   is  a  kind  of  ground-rent   due   to  the 
Grand  Seignior;  the  proprietor  receives  and  pays  it  in   to 
the  Effcndi  appointed  to  colleft  it. 

«<  This  Mira,  impofed  on  the  lands,  amounts  to  3,000,000 
livres,  according  to  all  the  rent-rolls  which  fell  into  my 
hands. 

♦*  The  fecond  kind  of  rent  is  called  Fais  :  it  is  the  quit- 
rent,  or  net  income,  originally  appropriated  to  the  pro- 
prietor :  it  amounts,  like  the  former,  for  all  the  lands, 
ihofe  of  Government  included,  to  3,000,000. 

•'The  third  kind  is  called  Barani,  or  Moudaf  ;  it  is 
compofed,  firft,  of  an  over-charge  of  income,  laid  on  by  the 
proprietor  by  way  of  fupplement  to  the  Fa-s.  Secondly, 
of  extraordinary  requifitions  of  every  kind,  made  on  the 
village,  either  of  money  or  of  produce.  Thirdly,  of  ex- 
penfes  caufed  by  the  palTage  of  the  troops,  or  by  the  vifits 
of  the  proprietor.  Fourthly,  of  all  the  official  charges  of 
the  tillage  and  the  province,  pious  foundations,  &c.  &:c. 
TheCc  united,  produce,  from  all  the  landed  property  of 
Egypt,  6,400,000. 

««  Befides  this,  there  is  a  fum  of  1,300,000  arifing 
from  the  duties  whicli  the  Cachcfs  ufed  to  colltft  for 
their  own  advantage  in  the  provinces  which  they  governed. 
"  Thus  it  appears,  that  the  fum  toialof  the  revenues  \\\ 
fpecic  which  are  raifed  from  the  cultivators  of  the  lands 
of  Egypt  (cxclnfne  of  the  immenfe  peculations  of  the 
Copts  who  collcft  them)  amounts  pretty  nearly  to 
14,000,000. 
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**  From  thefe  muft  be  deduced  3 ,200,000  livres,  for  the 

faii  and  the  barann  of  the   lands  which   do   not  appertain 

to  the  Government,  and  which  are  eftimated  at  a  third    of 

Egypt  :    there     will   then     remain    to    the  Government 

10,800,000. 

"  It  is  not  poflibie  to  obtain  more  than  this  without 
making  advances,  or  exactions, 

"  To  this  revenue  mud  be  added  \.\\c  fats  and  barani 
which  is  paid  in  kind.  This  only  takes  place  in  the  pro-, 
vincesin  Upper  Egypt. 

"  This  is  cflimated  at  1,800,000  quintals  of  all  kinds  of 
gram,  for  that  portion  which  belongs  to  the  Government  : 
taking  the  whole  as  equivalent  to  1,000,000  quintals  of 
good  wheat,  at  3  livres  10  fols  each,  it  will  amount  to 
3,500,000  livrts. 

"  From  this  muft  be  dedufted  850,000  for  the  expenfes 
of  coUefting  and  carrying,  which  amount  to  feventeen  fols 
for  every  quintal  delivered  at  Cairo:  there  remain  theu 
2,650,000  livres. 

"In  time  of  peace  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms  and  of 
the  other  indireO  duties  is  ufually  ftated  at  about  5,000,000. 

*'  The  Mint  produces  750,000. 

*'  From  this  it  appears,  that  the  revenues  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  time  of  peace  will  be  19,2000,000  iivrts  ;  but 
in  the  (late  of  war,  in  which  we  are,  cuftoms  and  indirc£t 
revenues  do  not  produce  more  than  1,3000,000. 

"  The  grain  of  Upper  Egypt,  which  is  not  fold  on  the 
fpot,  and  which  we  have  not  fufRcient  means  to  bring 
down  the  country,  will  not  produce  more  than  a  million. 

**  The  difcharges  that  muft  be  given  to  the  villages 
for  the  lands  nut  watered  will  amount  to  more  than 
1,500,000. 

"  There  muft  be  deduSied  a  number  of  charges  and 
penfions  granted  to  the  country,  and  which  we  have  been 
obliged  to  continue  ;  the  expenfes  of  the  caravan  to  Mecca, 
which  were  partly  lupplied  by  us  laft  year,  and  which 
muit  be  wholly  to  this  ;  the  expenfes  of  the  Divans  of  the 
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provinces,  and  of  the  Janiffaries  of  the  country  :    all  thefc 
will  lakr  off  nearly  3,000,000. 

"It  is  not  poflible,  then,  to  take  the  revenues  appropriated 
to  the  army  at  more  than  9  or  10,000,000  ;  of  tliis  fun 
there  only  remains  about  2,000,000  to  be  obtained  from 
this  period  to  the  lo-h  of  December  next. 

"  General  Buonapart6  levied  in  the  firft   months  of  our 
arrival  on  the  different  nations,  nnd  on  the  merchants,  about 
4,000,000  livres  of  extraordihiry  contributions.     He   alfo 
laid  a  daty  of  two-fifihs  of  a  year's  revenue  on  the  landed 
property  of  indiv,  Juals,  which  i»rollght  in  aijour  1,200,000, 
"  Thefe  expedients  are  womeat.     No  more  extraordi- 
nary contributions  can  be  lo. kfd  ior  in  a  country  where  all 
trade  has  been  at  an  cpd  for  nineteen  months.   The  money 
of  the   Chrifliaiis  is  exhauftcd  ;  we  cannot  a(k  the  Turks 
for  any  without  occaftoning  a  revolt, and,  befides,  we  fliould, 
in  no  cafe,  obtain  it.    The  money  is  hid  ;  and  the  Turks, 
ftiU  more  than  the  Chriftians,  fu^cr  themfclves  to  be  im- 
pnfoned,  to  be  beaten  in  the  moli  cruel  manner;  nay,  fome 
of  them  even  fuffered  their  heads  to  be  cutoff,  rather  than 
difcovcr  where  they  had  concealed  theirtrcafures  ! 

"  The  colleftioi,  of  the  revenues  bcgms  in  November  for 
the  rice-grounds  ;  in  January  for  the  land  appropriated  to 
wheat,  and  other  ;rtitle3  which  pay  in  money  ;  and  in  June 
for  thofe  which  pay  m  ki;ul. 

"  The  peafantry  are  Hill  more  tenacious  of  their  money 
than  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns;  they  never  pay  but  when 
they  are  abColuielv  forced  to  it,  and  even  then  foiis  by  fous  : 
their  money  is  hid,  their  produce  and  tlieir  other  property 
buried  in  the  ground  ;  they  know  they  mufi  pay  *i  laft,  and 
that  by  doing  it  voluntarily,  and  at  the  regular  periods,  they 
might  fave  themfclves  from  tiiofe  violent  meal  ares  which 
always  coft  thtm  double,  or  ruin  them.  They  prefer 
waiting  for  a  column  of  troops ;  it  they  fee  thtm  coming, 
thty  immediately  flee  with  thtir  v/ives,  their  children,  and 
their  cattle  ;  and  tiie  fuldicrs  find  nothing  at  their  arrival 
but  a  number  of  empty  hovcU.     If  they  fancy  themfelvci 
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ftrong  enough  to  refift,  they  give  battle,  and  call  in  the 
neighbouring  villages,  and  even  the  Arabs,  to  their  affift- 
ance.  They  have  always  fcouts  abroad  to  give  them  timely 
notice  of  the  approach  of  the  troops. 

"  Sometimes  it  is  pofiible  to  feize  the  chiefs  of  the  village  : 
they  are  thrown  into  prifon,  and  kept  there  till  the  village 
has  difcharged  what  is  due  :  this  expedienr  is  tedious,  and 
does  not  always  fucceed.  If  we  are  fortisnate  enough  to 
carry  off"  their  camels,  buffaloes,  anJ  fheep,  they  fuffisr  them 
to  be  fold,  inftead  of  attempting  to  recover  them  by  paying 
their  debt,  and  expofe  themfirlves  to  ti.c  hazard  of  dying 
with  hunger,  leaving  theit^ands  uncultivated  for  the  fuc- 
ceedingyear! 

"  It  is,~therefore,  abfolutely  neceffary  to  maintain  per- 
petually, in  each  of  the  16  provinces  of  Egypt,  a  column  of 
80  or  100  men,  whofe  fule  employment  is  to  force  the  vil- 
lagers to  pay  their  taxes  :  very  frequently,  after  a  long  and 
laborious  roimJ,  the  foldiers  return  with  a  mere  trifle. 

"  It  is  eafy  to  conjefture  all  the  evils,  the  exaftions,  the 
havoc,  the  wafte,  and  the  confufion,  which  commonly  at- 
tend thefe  rounds,  and  which  the  fevereft  difcipline  can 
neither  prevent  nor  remedy. 

"An  inconvenience,  of  a  very  ferious  nature,  arifes,  to 
prevent  the  coUefting  of  the  taxes  during  the  eight  months 
ill  which  the  country  is  not  inundated;  it  is  the  period 
when  the  Arabs  undertake  their  predatory  incurfions,  when 
landings  are  made  on  the  coafts,  and  when  we  are  threaten- 
ed with  attacks  from  every  quarter.  It  then  becomes 
neceffary  for  us  to  be  continually  fighting  :  and  a  column  of 
troops  has  fcarce  begun  to  move  forward  before  it  is  com- 
pelled to  fall  back,  in  order  to  punilh  the  revolted  villages, 
or  to  expel  the  Mamelukes  and  the  Arabs. 

•'  The  coile6lion  of  grain  is  ftill  more  difficult.  Like  the 
tax  on  fpecie,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  compel  the  villages, 
a(  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  pay  what  is  due  ;  it  muff  then 
be  taken  to  the  magazineson  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  embark, 
cd  in  boats,  and  fcnt  down  the  river  to  Cairo. 
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"  When  the  two  firft  difficulties  are  overcome,  the  ihird, 
more  difficult  than  either,  ftiU  remains,  on  account  of  the 
fmall  number  of  boats  which  can  be  found  for  thefe  con- 
voys, and  the  fhol-t  time  tliey  can  be  ufed,  which  is  only 
during  the  four  months  in  which  the  N)le  is  navigable- 
Since  our  arrival  a  prodigious  number  of  boats  have  been 
cut  up  and  burnt,  for  want  of  other  fuel  ;  thefe  neither 
have,  nor  can,  by  any  poffible  means,  be  replaced  ;  a  part 
of  what  is  left  is  conftantly  employed  in  following  the  move- 
ments of  the  troops  who  are  in  purfuit   of  Murad  Bey. 

"  Laft  year  we  were  obliged  to  purchafe  for  ready  money 
at  Cairo,  notwithftanding  the  fcarcity  of  fpecie,  corn  for 
the  fubfjftencc  of  the  army,  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
300,000  livres,  tl'ough  we  had  at  that  very  time  feveral 
millions  worth  in  Upper  Egypt. 

•'  This  year  the  boats  have  been  exclufively  employed 
in  bringing  down  the  Government  ftores  :  the  confequencc 
of  this  has  been  an  inconvenience  of  another  kind  ;  the  city 
of  Cairo  is  in  want  of  bread,  and  the  iineanntis  of  the 
people  on  the  occafion  has  already  produced  Ibme  degree  of 
fermentation. 

"In  dcfpite  of  all  thefe  difagreeable  circumftances, 
there  was  lad  year  fome  fpecie  in  the  country  ;  fymc  had 
been  brought  in  by  the  commerce  of  the  preceding  year  ; 
and  yet,  when  Buonaparte  left  us,  there  were  more  than 
10,000,000  flill  due  10  the  army,  of  which  the  mere  pay  ot 
the  troops  amounted  to  4,000,000. 

*'  At  prefcnt  the  fpecie  has  entirely  difappearcd  ;  ni- 
thing  is  now  to  be  fecn  butmedins,  (a  copper  coin  of  nearly 
the  value  of  an  Englifli  halfpenny)  which  circulate  from 
hand  to  hand  with  inconceivable  rapidity. 

'•This  coin  bears  but  little  more  than  a  third  of  the  in- 

trinfic    value  of  the  other  coins.     Bcf(.Te  the  war,  SpaniHi 

doUars   were  brought  here  in   abundance,  and  the  nitdins 

carried  away  :  at  prtftntthe  dollars  arc  all  taken  off  by  the 

coffee  trade  with  Yemen,  where  they  are  lent  lo  the  miut., 
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and  melted  down  ;  fo  that,  like  the  gold  coin,  they  become 
more  valuable  as  they  become  more  fcarce  and  the  medius 
more  plentiful.  The  confequence  of  this  is,  a  rife  in  the 
price  of  every  article,  and  a  number  of  obftacles  in  the  cir- 
culation of  cafli. 

"  The  prefent  fuperabundance  of  all  the  mercantile 
produftionsof  Egypt,  arifing  from  the  total  ccfTation  of 
foreign  trade,  is  a  circumftance  ftill  more  difagreeable  :  it 
will  complete  the  ruin  of  this  country  ;  for  the  villages 
being  obliged  to  pay  us  always  the  fame  fums,  and  unable 
either  to  export  or  to  find  a  market  for  their  produce  at 
home,  will  fpeedily  fee  their  inhabitants  reduced  to  the  laft 
ftage  of  mifery  ;  •  while  the  army,  which  had  fo  much  diffi- 
culty to  procure  money,  while  there  was  yet  fome  in  the 
country,  will,  Hiortly,  be  deprived  of  it  altogether, 

"  The  military  cheft  is  always  empty  ;  and,  for  a  con- 
fidcrable  period  to  come,  we  have  not  the  moft  diftant  prof- 
pea  of  receiving  more  than  2  or  300,000  hvres  a  month, 
while  the  ordinary  expenfes  amount  to  more  than  1,300,000 
for  the  fame  fpace  of  time. 

<' The  natives  of  this  country,  notwithftanding  their  fre- 
quent infurreftions,  may  be  confidered  as  a  mild  and  trac- 
table people  ;  but  they  cannot  be  trufted  ;  they,  are  befides, 
very  far  from  loving  us,  although  they  have  been  treated 
with  more  kindnefs  than  was  ever  yet  fliown  to  any  con- 
quered people*  ! 

"  The  difference  of  manners,  that  extremely  important 
one  of  language,  and,  above  all,  their  religion,  form  obfta- 
cles of  the  moft  infuperable  nature  to  everything  like  a 
fincere  atfeftlon. 

*  Thefe  tradable  Egyptians  muft  furely  be  the  moft 
perverfe  mules  that  ever  exifted  !  To  revolt  againft  the 
French,  who  ufcd  them  more  kindly  than  any  conquered 
people  was  ever  ufed  ;  who  only  "  cut  their  heads  oiF,"  to 
obtam  their  money,  and  "  point  their  bayonets  at  their 
breafts,"  to  make  them  give  up  everything  elfc,  argues  a 
degree  of  ingratitude  equal  to  the  infenfibility  they  all  (how 
in  not  loving  fuch  exquifite  benefaftors!  and  of  which 
Pouffielgue  lb  feelingly  complains. 


NAPOLEON    BUONAPARTE.  279 

'<  They  l.-..tc  the  government  of  the  Mamelukes ;  they 
dread  the  yoke  of  Conflantinople  ;  but  they  will  never  be 
brought  to  endure  ours,  but  in  the  hopeof,  ultimately,  fliak- 
ing  it  off  The  only  favour  they  m'lght  be  difpofed  to  grant, 
is,  to  allow  us  the  preference  of  all  the  nations  which  they 
call  Chriftians. 

"  We  have  here,  on  every  fide  of  us,  ten  thouland  fecret 
enemies  to  one  open  tricnd. 

"  We  had  fucceeded  in  maintaining  a  good  intelligence 
with  the  Cherrf  of  Mecca  ;  and  the  letters  which  lie  wrore 
to  Buonaparte  and  myfclf  had  quieted,  fur  an  inftant,  the 
coiifcicnces  of  the  mulTulmen  in  this  country  :  but  we  con- 
jefturc,  from  fume  fpies,  which  he  has  fent  to  Cairo  fince 
the  arrival  of  the  Grand  Vizitr  at  Damafciis,  that  he  has 
changed  his  opinion,  and,  in  confequence  of  the  infinuations 
of  the  Englilh,  who  have  aforcc  in  the  Red  Sea,  gone  over 
to  our  enemies. 

"  We  had  41,000  effeftive  men  at  our  arrival  in  Egypt. 
There  were  then  only  Mamelukes  and  Arabs  to  fight ;  and 
yet  thefe  conftanily  and  exclufivtly  occupied  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  army  to  the  end  of  January. 

"  At  prefentthe  Mamelukes,  though  difperfed,  are  not- 
withftanding,  aimoft  ail  in  exiftence  ;  and  may,  whenever 
the  attention  of  the  army  fliall  be  otherwile  occupied,  re- 
unite with  the  utmoft  promptitude  :  they  have  only  loft 
four  or  five  inferior  chiefs ;  the  principal  ones,  who  remain, 
are  ftill  powerful,  and  have  a  confiderable  degree  ofintereft. 
«'  The  Arabs  arc  not  at  all  diminilhed  ;  they  hate  us  as 
much  as  they  did  at  our  arrival ;  and  their  wandering  kind 
of  life  fenders  us  no  objects  of  apprehenhon  to  them. 

"  When  we  firft  landed,  the  Egyptians  believed,  as  w« 
tald  them,  that  it  was  with  the  conlcnt  of  the  Gr  nd  Seig- 
nior, and  they  fubmitted  with  more  docility  :  at  prcfent 
they  are  perfcflly  convinced  of  the  contrary.  Thofc  who 
appear  to  be  in  our  intcreft  conceive  thimftlvcs  authorized 
by  our  lie,  to  betray  us  ;  tlicy  will  certainly  do  it  on  the 
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firft  occafion  ;  and    their    hearts   were  bounding  with  joy 
when  the  landing  took  place  at  Aboukir,  in  Augull  laft. 

"  But,  when  to  thefe  numerous  armies,  in  the  mid  ft  of 
whom  we  live,  are  added  thofe  from  without ;  when  the 
Grand  Vizier,  with  the  principal  officers  of  the  Ottoman 
Court,  is  aflemblmg  all  the  forces  of  the  Empire  to  attack 
us,  in  different  points  at  once,  by  land  and  fea,  afiifted  too 
by  England  and  Ruffia  ;  when  he  calls  upon  all  the  people 
of  this  country  to  rife  againft  us;  and,  finally,  when  the  few- 
Arabs,  whom  be  had  attached  to  us,  leave  us  to  go  over  to 
him  ;  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcover  that  our  fiiuation  is 
defperate. 

"The  enemy  loofes  an  army»  he  raifes  another  in- 
flantly.  He  was  beaten  at  Mount  Tabor,  two  months 
after  he  was  beaten  at  Aboukir  ;  the  fame  period  is  elapfed» 
and  he  is  again  ready  to  be  beaten  at  Salahieh  !  But  e^fery 
vif^ory  carries  off  fome  of  our  beft  troops,  and  their  iofs 
cannot  be  repaired.  A  defeat  would  annihilate  us  all  to  the 
laft  man  ;  and,  however  brave  the  army  may  be,  it  cannot 
long  avert  that  fatal  event. 

*'  The  war  has  df  prived  us  of  a  number  of  excellent 
officers  ;  fuch  as  Geneial  Caffareiii,  General  Dommartir., 
General  Bon,  General  Rambault,  and  General  Dupuis ;  it 
hasalfo  deprived  us  of  almoft  the  whole  corps  of  engineers, 
and  of  a  very  confidcrabie  part  of  the  chiefs  of  brigade* 
both  of  infflntry  and  cavalry.  Several  able  generals  have 
left  us,  and  Buonapnrte  has  taken  five  with  him. 

"The  army,  without  clothes,  and,  above  all,  without 
arms,  and  without  llorts  of  any  kind,  reduced  to  lefs  than 
two-thiicis  of  its  original  numbers,  has  now  no  more  than 
ii.uoo  men  capable  of  takuig  the  field,  although  about 
13  or  14,000  appear  under  arms  ;  this  is  owing  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  great  numiber  of  fnldiers  at  the  rcll-call,  who 
prefer,  fick  and  wounded  as  thty  are,  doing  duty  at  their 
quarters  to  (laying  in  the  hofpitals  or  in  the  depots.  When 
they  arewantcd  to  march  a  little  fartherthan  ufual,  ortofight, 
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the  force  they  have  put  upon  themfelves  inftantly  appears. 
Wounds,  ophthalmies,  dyfenteries,  and  other  difeafc^,  not  Icfs 
common  here,  have  abfolutely  difabled  the  reft  of  the  army. 

"  Even  thofe  who  arc  in  a  condition  to  march  are  ex- 
haufted  by  fatigue,  enfeebled  by  the  climate,  and  the 
wounds  and  rickneffes  which  they  have  endured,  and  .their 
courage  is  proportionably  diminifhed. 

'*  With  this  handful  of  men  we  have  to  cover  five 
hundred  leagues  of  country  ;  overawe  three  millions  of  in- 
habitants, who  may  be  reckoned  as  fo  many  enemies ;  and 
garrifon  the  holds  of  and  fortreffes  of  Alexandria,  Rofttta, 
Rahmanie,  Gizeh,  Benifucfj'Medine,  Minier,  Siout,  Girg6, 
Kene,  Coffeir,  Cairo,  Suez,  Mitt  Kainar,  Salahieh,  El 
Arifch,  Bilbeis,  Caiieh,  Damietta,  Manfora,  Semenoud, 
and  El  Btnouf.  Should  the  Grand  Vizier  attack  us,  we 
cannot  oppofe  more  than  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  to  ail  the 
Ottoman  forces,  which  will  be  at  his  difpofa!  ;  and,  (hould 
he  attack  us  in  two  places  at  once,  lie  will  penetrate  into  the 
country  without  a  poiribility  on  our  fide  of  preventing  him : 
this  would  certainly  have  happened  to  General  Buonaparte, 
if  the  Turks,  while  they  were  landing  at  Aboukir,  had 
made  the  Syrian  army  advance  upon  Egypt. 

*'  In  three  months  we  Ihall  be  obliged  to  encounter,  a 
fecond  time,  that  deftru£tive  malady  the  Plague,  which  may 
make  dreadful  havoc  amongft  us ;  this  horrible  profptdt 
dil'mavs  the  ftouteft  hearts. 

••  To  put  the  finilhing  hand  to  our  misfortunes,  the  Nile 
of  this  year  has  been  extremely  bad,  having  liowed  olf  fud- 
denly,  and  before  the  lands  could  be  inundated  in  due  fuc- 
cciFion  ;  we  Ihall  not  be  able  to  draw  any  contribution 
from  the  villages  which  have  not  received  their  water,  aad 
we  arc  threatened  with  the  moft  frightful  mifery  4 

•'  There   is  not   a  foldicr,  not  an  officer,  not  a  general, 

who  docs  not  moll  earnclHy  long  to  return  to  France  ;  pcr- 

fuaJed,  as  they  all  are,   that  they  arc  all  facriticing  hcrt, 

without  any  advantage  to  uicir  country,  their  heutihs  ud 

their  lives. 

A  a  3 
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"  However,  from  the  prefent  fuuation  of  things  in 
France,  and  confidering  that  for  more  than  r  5  months  it  has 
not  been  poffible  tofei.d  us  any  adiflance,  it  is  clear  that  we 
ir.uft  forego  the  hope  of  having  it,  in  any  lime  to  do  us  fer- 
vicc,  efpecially  as  the  favourable feafon  has  now  been  fufFer* 
ed  to  pafs  by. 

"  The  army  faw  with  pleafure  General  Kleber  at  their 
head  after  the  departure  of  General  Buonaparte  ;  no  one 
is  more  cf.pable  of  infpiring  them  with  confidence  and 
efteem. 

"  But  he  is  full  pf  honour  and  of  noble  pride  ;  and  the 
more  fenfible  he  is  of  the  difficulty  of  the  talk  thus  left  him, 
the  more  fearful  he  will  be  of  liftening  to  fentimcnts  im- 
perioufly  diftated  by  circumftances,  and  the  immediate  in- 
tereft  of  the  army,  but  which  might,  fome  time  hence,  be 
attributed,  perhaps,  to  timidity. 

"  Not  having  the  fame  rcfponfibility  on  me,  T  am  not 
afraid,  Citizens  Direftors,  to  lay  before  you  the  naked 
truth  ;  anJ  be  affured,  that,  however  ftrong  the  reprefent- 
ation  I  have  juft  made,  you  would  find  it  but  feeble  and 
imperfe<ft,  if  the  limits  of  a  letter  would  allow  me  to 
enter  into  greater  details. 

"Egypt  is  a  very  fine  country,  our  dreadful  fituationin 
it  is  merely  the  tfF;  61  of  circumftances  :  it  proves  only  that 
we  are  arrived  too  foon,  and  that  the  time  is  not  yet  come 
for  us  to  eftabbfh  ourfelvcs. 

"  There  is  not  a  doubt,  but,  that,  if  we  were  peaceable 
maftetsof  Egypt,  we  might  in  a  few  years  entirely  remove 
a  great  part  of  the  evils  which  infeft  and  defolate  it,  fuch  as_ 
the  Plague  and  the  Arabs  ;  and  give  to  agriculture  and 
commerce  a  new  aftivity,  which  fhould  reftore  this  country 
to  iis  ancient  fplendor.  This  would  render  it  one  of  the 
tineft  colonies  in  the  world,  which  would  fpeedily  become 
the  centre  of  univerlal  commerce. 

"But  Egypt  is  bounded   l)y  two   fcas  (the  Red  Sea  and 
-the  Mediterranean)  and  by  delart?. 

*'  It  is  necceffary  to  have  a  powerful  marine  to  be  in  a 
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condition  of  approaching  it  at  plcafure ;  anc?,  above  all,  to 
be  enabled  to  protect  its  commerce,  and  infurc  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  it  holds  out. 

"  The  Frencli  Republic  is  ar-prefent  without  a  navy  :  it 
will  be  yet  a  long  time  btfore  it  can  have  created  one  capable 
of  contending  with  that  ot'our  enemies. 

"To  pretend  to  preferve  Egypt  without  ha\  ing  any 
means  of  fending  thither,  and  of  affuring  the  fafcty  of  our 
convoys  of  every  kind,  is  merely  to  expofe  ourfclvcs  to  the 
hazard  of  being  compelled  to  a\)andon  it  to  Ru!lia  or  Eng- 
land, who,  under  the  pretext  of  driving  us  from  if,  will 
eftablifti  themfelves  there,  and  very  foon  take  effedtual 
meafures  to  exclude  us  from  it  for  ever. 

"VVemight,  indeed,  fiill  maintain  ourfelves  there  if  we  had 
the  permiflion  of  the  Porte  ;  but  if  it  wasnot  thought  pofTi- 
ble  to  obtain  it  btfore  our  invafion,  it  muft  be  ft  ill  lefs  fo 
now,  when  the  Porte  lies  at  the  mercy  of  the  RuiFians  and 
Knglifli  :  and  even  were  flie,  contrary  to  all  appearances, 
('.ilpofed,  from  political  confidcratlons,  to  fuffer  us  to  oc- 
cupy Egypt,  provifionally,  the  Englifli  would  never  be  in- 
duced to  permit  it. 

"  When  the  expedition  to  Egypt  took  place  we  were  at 
peace  on  the  Continent ;  we  had  ftiil  a  confidcrable  fragment 
of  our  naval  force  in  the  Miditerranean  ;  and  we  were  in 
polTelfion  of  the  whole  of  Italy,  Corfu,  and  Malta  ;  a  hope 
too  might  hsve  bten  indulged  that  we  ftould  ob  tain  the  con- 
fent  of  the  Porte,  at  leaft  tacitly  ;  and  thus  we  fhould  have 
gained  the  end  we  prop'ifed  againft  the  Englifli^  for  it 
is  my  opinion,  with  that  of  all  the  world,  that  our  proper 
view  was,  by  alarming  thtm  for  the  fafety  of  their  Indian 
poflefTions,  to  force  them  into  a  peace  advsntngeous  for  the 
Republic,  by  making  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  an  objc£l  of 
compcnfaiion  for  the  rcftuuiions  which  we  fliould,  in  that 
cafe,  have  required. 

•'  But  the  fatal  engagement  of  Aboukir  ruined  all  our 
hopes  :  it  prevented  us  from  receiving  the  remainder  of 
the  forces  which  were  dclliacd  for  us  j  it  left  the  field  free 
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for  the  Englifh  to  perfuade  the  Porte  to  dechre  war  againft 
us;  it  rekindled  that  which  was  hardly  extinguifhed  with  the 
Emperor  of  Germany  ;  it  opened  the  Mediterranean  to 
the  Rudians,  and  planted  them  on  our  frontiers  ;  it  oc- 
cafioned  the  lofs  of  Italy,  and  the  invaluable  poffeflions  in 
the  Adriatic,  which  we  owed  to  the  fuccefsful  campaigns 
of  Buonaparte  ;  and,  finally,  it  at  once  rendered  abortive  all 
our  proje£ls,  finceit  was  no  longer  poffible  for  us  to  dream 
of  giving  the  Bnglifli  any  uneafinefs  in  India  :  add  to  this> 
that  the  people  of  Egypt,  whom  we  wifhed  to  confidcr  as 
friends  and  allies,  inftantaneoufly  became  our  enemies  ;  and, 
entirely  furrcunded  as  we  were  by  the  Turks,  we  found 
ourfelves  engaged  in  a  mofl  difficult  defenfive  war,  with- 
out a  glim^fe  of  the  flighteft  future  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  it. 

"  At  prefent,  we  can  no  longer  flatter  ourfelves  that  the 
Englifh  will  be  prevailed  on  to  agree  to  any  equivalent  in 
the  articles  of  peace  for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt.  For,  in 
the  firft  place,  they  know  perfeftly  well  the  degree  of 
'weaknefs  and  want  to  which  we  are  reduced,  and  which 
lenders  it  impoifibleto  undertakeanythingagainft  them:  and 
in  the  fecond,  that,  even  if  we  fliould  receive  fuccours  (which 
they  will  ufe  every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent)  we 
Ihould  not,  on  that  account,  be  a  jot  farther  advanced  while 
we  have  the  Turks  to  contend  with  ;  and  while  they  are 
afiTured  that  the  Porte  will  not  make  peace  without  their 
confent,  or  without  ftipulating  that  the  preliminary  ar- 
ticle for  terminating  the  war  fhall  be  the  evacuation  of 
Egypt. 

"  Under  this  point  of  view  our  plan  has  totally  failed, 
in  as  much  as  it  Can  no  longer  affeft  the  Englifh  i  and  thus, 
neither  as  a  conqueft  nor  a  colony,  can  there  be  any  farther 
pretence  fot  keeping  pofleffion  of  Egypt. 

"  But  there  is  yec  another  confideration  ;  it  is,  that  if  we 
delay  entering  into  a  treaty  (fuch  is  the  ftate  of  weaknefs 
to  which  we  are  already  reduced)  ttiere  is  reafon  to  fear 
that  w€  ftiall  be  too  late  j    that  the  remainder  of  the  arxny^ 
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will  peiifh,  or  that  we  fhall  be  obliged  to  evacuate  the  roun- 
try  without  any  conditions  at  all:  whie,  on  the  contrary,  we 
have  it  at  prefen:  in  our  power  to  m?ke  it  the  price  of  peace 
with  the  Ottoman  Empire  and  the  Barbary  States,  the 
ftrengthening  our  old  connexions  with  Confiantinople,  and 
rtfuming  in  the  Levant  that  exclufive  commerce  which  we 
once  enjoyed. 

"  This  treaty,  to  which  the  Engiilli  muft  be  admitted  as 
a  party,  will  be  a  preparatory  Itep  to  that  peace  which  it  is» 
at  length,  more  than  time  to  conclude  with  them.  It  will 
infallibly  induce  Riiifia  to  declare  war  againft  the  Porte 
and  caufe  a  divcrhon  of  the  moft  important  kind  in  cur 
affairs  in  Europe  j  we  miglt  even  hope  to  regain  by  it 
what  wc  have  loll  in  the  Mediterranean, 

"  1  have  the  greater  confidei.^e  in  this  opinion,  becaufe 
1  am  perluadcd,  chat  the  Englifh  cannot  fee  without  fome 
uneafinefs,  and  without  a  fccret  kind  of  jealoufy,  the  pro- 
grtfs  of  (he  RulFuns — a  progrefs  much  more  dangerous  for 
th'  m  than  our  continental  power,  now  that  our  navy  is  de- 
ft royed,  and  that  we  have  loft  our  maritime  conquers. 

"The  only  event  which  could  poHiuly  enable  us  to  pre- 
fervc  Egypt  would  be  an  immediate  war  between  RuHia 
and  the  Porte.  All  the  Ottoman  forces  which  are  march- 
ing againft  us,  would  inftantly  fly  to  proteft  the  centre  of 
the  empire.  In  fuch  a  cafe  the  Grand  Seignior  would 
grant  us  peace  on  any  terms  we  might  think  proper  to  a(k- 

"  But  it  is  probable,  that  without  a  treaty  of  alliance  be- 
tween the  French  Republic  and  RuiFia,  which  might  be 
ufeful  to  us  at  this  moment,  but  which  wfuld  certainly  be 
impolitic,  thii  laft  pjwcr  will  only  wait  till  the  Porte  fliall 
have  made  peace  with  us  to  declare  war  againft  her  :  for  by 
fighting  againft  the  Turks  we  dimimfli  his  forces  and  his 
means.  Thu  is  toiling  for  RuHia,  whj,  un  her  fide,  unable 
to  make  war  againft  the  ^orte  witiiuut  forcing  her  to  con- 
clude a  peace  with  us,  attains  her  purpofe,  which  ii  th<.  dc- 
ftrui^ion  gf  that  power,  juft  as  cftVdtually  by  making  war 
on  the  French,  whom  flic  knows  to  be  her  lolt  llay  and 
fupport. 
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"  The  Ottoman  Empire  is  generally  regarded  as  an  olJ 
edifice  tottering  to  its  fall.  The  European  powers  have 
long  been  preparing  to  divide  its  fcattered  fragments,  and 
many  politicians  conceive  that  the  catrftaophe  is  clofe  at 
hand.  In  tliis  fuppofition,  they  think  it  but  right  that 
France  fhould  have  her  fhare  of  the  fpoils  j  and  the  part 
allotted  to  her  is  Egypt. 

"  If  this  fall  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  (which  is  very  far 
from  being fo  certain,  when  weconfider  the  difcuiTions  and 
the  variety  of  oppofitions  it  would  produce  amongft  the 
great  powers  of  Europe, even  among  thofe  who  might  have 
combined  for  this  very  obje£^  ;  when  we  confider,  ftill  fur- 
ther, that  it  will  be  eternally  the  intereft  of  France,  Eng- 
land, Prufii.i,  and  even  the  Empire,  to  oppofe  it)  ;  if  this 
fall,  I  fay,  Ihould,  after  all,  take  place,  France  will  always 
be  in  time  to  have  Egypt.  Befidcs,  the  French  will  be  in- 
vited there  by  the  Turks  themfelves,  whenever  the  latter 
find  themfelves  menaced  by  the  Ruffians,  whom  they  mor- 
tally hate. 

*'  France  is  fo  fine  a  country;  the  French  are  fo  power- 
ful  by  their  numbers,  their  riches,  and  their  fituation  with 
refpeft  to  the  other  continental  powers,  that  they  cannot 
poffibly  gain  anything  by  a  total  overthrow  of  the  fyftem 
of  Europe  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  this  overthrow  may 
give  birth  to  a  new  and  preponderating  power,  which  fliall 
deprive  them  of  ail  their  advantages  in  the  Mediterraneaii- 

"  Weighing  all  thefe  circumftances.  Citizens  Direftors, 
I  cannot  but  conclude,"  that  we  are  too  diftant,  and  that 
events  operate  too  rapidly,  to  permit  us  to  wait  for  your 
orders  before  we  take  our  refolution  ;  at  leait ,  we  cannot  do 
fo  without  compromiling  the  iniert^fts  of  the  Republic,  the 
fafety  and  the  honour  of  the  remains  of  the  army. 

"  That  we  muft  infallibly  evacuate  Egypt,  eftabliftiing^ 
as  the  price  of  this  facrifice,  a  peace,  together  with  all  our 
ajacient  connexion;,  with  the  Ottomans  and  the  States  of 
Barbary. 

"  That  all  which  you  have  now  to  hope  for,  whatever 
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may  be  yourviews  on  Egypt,  depends  upon  ihc  prcfent  in- 
tentions of  General  Kleber,  which  are,  to  retard  the  evacu- 
ation as  long  as  polilble,  by  the  del.iys  which  he  will  eu- 
deavour  to  introduce  into  the  negotiation  ;  if,  after  all,  we 
are  happy  enough  to  be  permitted  to  negotiate. 

"That,  finally,  if  the  evacuation  IhouU!  take  place  with- 
out waiting  for  your  orders,  it  will  only  be,  becaufe  it  was 
inevitable  ;  and  becaufe,  in  the  ftate  of  ignorance  in  vvhitii 
we  ail  are  refpc£Ving  the  real  fuuation  of  France  and  of 
Europe,  this  evacuation  was  imperioiifly  called  for  br 
prudence,  and  was  not  inconfilleni  with  our  politicil  in- 
terefts." 

Health  and  refpcfV, 

E.    POUSSIELGUE. 

It  is  impoflible  to  pcrijfe  this  Letter  without  being 
obliged   to    acknowledge    that  the   condition   of  the 
army   was    wholly    hopelefs,   and    that     the    artihcal 
courage    which  had   been    raifed   by  the   chimerical 
and   deliifive    promifes    of    Buonapartr,     was    now 
changed  into   dci'peralion.     Apprchenfions   were  in 
facl,  never  better  founded  than  thofe  here  exprelTcd  ; 
for  not  only  were  the  mouths  of  the  Nile  all  in  dan- 
ger of  being  blocked   up  by  the  Anglo-Turks,   but 
the  Pachas  of  the   Defart  were    preparing   to   attack 
Coffier,  on  the  fide  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  Murad  Bey 
was  affembling  tlie  Mamelukes  in  the  vicinity  ofSifut. 
Detfaix   was   thus  obliged  to  be   conftantly  on    the 
alert  in  Upper  Egypt ;    and  tliough  in  every  fkirmifli 
he  gained  the  advantage,  he  was  utterly  incapable  of 
allifting  either  the  pofls  on  the  frontiers  of  the  De- 
fart of  thofe  of  the  Delta.     Negotiation,  under  thole 
circumrtances,  was  evidently  the  principal  bufinefs  to 
be  attend  to,  and  the  I'.nglifli  Commander  having  ar- 
rived off  Damielta,  with  a  farge  naval  force,  General 
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Kleber  gladly   accepted  an  invitation    from  him  to 
treat  for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt. 

Sir  Sidney  Smith  informed  Kleber,  in  a  letter  dated 
26th  of  Oftober,  that  Great  Britain  was  not  a  mere 
auxiliary,  but  a  party  concerned  in  the  queftion  dif- 
culTed  in  Buonaparte's  Letter.  From  the  nature  of  the 
alliance  between  the  Sublime  Porte  and  Great  Britain, 
Sir  Sidney  declared,  that,  although  the  free  evacu- 
ation of  Egypt  might  be  agreed  to  by  the  Court  of 
Conftantinopie,  it  required  the  approbation  of  the 
Britifli  Cabinet  before  it  could  be  carried  into  effeci, 
Kleber  defired  that  the  Grand  Vizier  would  name  two 
perfons,  on  behalf  of  the  Porte,  to  meet  Defaix  and  the 
Adminiilrator-genera!  of  finances,  Poullielgue,  whom 
he  would  fend  to  any  place  that  might  be  appointed; 
and  that,  if  the  Commodore's  fhip  fliould  be  named,  he 
had  no  objeilions.  The  conferences  were  opened  on 
board  the  Tigre,  and  much  ingenuity  was  difplayed 
by  the  French  negotiators  to  obtain  more  advantage- 
ous terms  than  their  fituation  entitled  them  to.  In 
the  midfl:  of  the  difculiions  the  Ottoman  army  laid 
fiege  to  El  Arifli,  and  captured  it,  after  a  very  flight 
refinance  from  the  French  garrifon  ;  at  that  place 
therefore,  the  treaty  was  concluded  and  ratified  be- 
tween Sir  Sidney  and  General  Kleber,  on  the  Z4th  of 
January,  1800.  The  conditions  of  the  treaty  were, 
principally,  that  the  French  fnould  evacuate  Egypt 
within  three  months,  that  they  (liould  be  allowed  to 
proceed  to  France,  witii  all  their  arms  and  baggage, 
and  that  the  Turks  fhould  provide  them  with  money, 
to  fupply  them  with  ncceflaries,  both  during  their  flay 
in  Egypt  and  during  their  voyage  home. 
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CHAPTER   XX. 

Buona/inrte^s  Arrival  in  France. — Remarks  on  the 
Pozuer  of  the  En^lijh  Eafl  India  Com/iany. '—Seizure  of 
liapper  TanJj,  Cs'r.  at  Hamburgh,  by  Dcfre  of  the  Eng- 
li'h  Mini/ler. — Relative  Situation  of  America,  as  a 
neutral  maritime  State,  to  tlie  Belligerent  Poivers. — 
Speech  of  General  Wajliin^ton  to  Congrefs  on  the  American 
Contraband  Trade. — Trtaty  of  Commerce  betvjeen  Eng- 
land and  America. — Difcontent  of  the  French  Party  in 
America.— General  Wafnington's  Speech^  detailing  an 
Infurre^ion.m—Groxving  Difcontents  of  the  Americans 
againfl  the  Englijlt  and  their  otvn  Government. 

jl  O  perfons  wholly  unacquainted  with  maritime 
affairs,  it  may  feem  extraordinary,  that,  at  a  time,  when 
it  was  iinderflood  the  Britilh  Government  kept  all  tlie 
ports  of  Egypt,  as  it  were,  hermetically  lealed,  Buona- 
parte flioiil'l  have  ventured  ro  defy  its  vigilance,  and 
enter  upon  fo  dangerous  a  voyage.  Such  perfons  will, 
however,  be  much  more  Aipprifed  to  find,  that  in  the 
niidll  of  fodiligeni:  a  look-out,  this  terrific  Com- 
mander could  put  tofea  unobfcrved,  and  agai.j  traverfe 
the  Mediterranean,  without  being  met  by  one  fingle 
vefTel  belonging  to  a  nation  which  fpent  that  year 
£13,647  000,  to  purchale  th.e  dominion  of  the  ocean! 
I'erfons  of  this  fort  were  heard  to  charge  the  Britifli 
admiralty  with  negligence  on  account  of  this  efcape, 
bur,  Buonap«rt(l- himftif,  wiio  was  lefsdifiileafed  upon 
the  occafion,  attributes  it  to  his  "  good  fortune". 

On  his  voyage  nothing  remarkable  happened;  and 
it  is  only  faid  of  it,  that  he  fometimes  plaved  and 
laughed  with  his  companions,  and  amuftd  liimfti 
witli  geometry  and  chenaiflry  on  board  fliip.  On 
arriving  off  the  coaft  ol  Corfica,  a  florm  obli<.e  I  tlie 
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veflel  to  enter  the  port  of  Ajaccio,  his  native  town, 
where  the  reception  he  met  with  from  his  country- 
men was  -precifely   fuch  as  the  eclat  of  his  viftories 
was  calculated  to  procure.   At  Corfica  he  learned  the 
-  extent  of  the  calamities  that  France  hadfutfered,  and. 
again  fet  out  for  the   French  coaft,  of  whi&li  he  was 
within  fight,  when  the  Tailors  difcovered  fome  Englifli 
fliips,  amounting  to  feven  fail.     The   topmafts  were 
lowered  with  a  view  to  efcape  obfervation,  and  it  was 
propofed  to  return  to  Corfica;  but  Buonaparte  alTumcd 
thecommand,  and  inlifted  upon  making  for  the  coaftof 
Provence,  where  he  arrived  fafe,  in  the  midft  of  an  af- 
toniflied  multitude,  who  refufed  to  credit  the  fact  upon 
the  mere  hoifling  of  his  flag  at  the  maft-head,  and  was 
only  convinced  of  the  reality,  when  they  beheld  him 
in  the  bofom  of  their  encircling  crowds.     When   the 
Directory   at    Paris  were  informed   that   Buonaporte 
had  landed  at  Frejus,  from  Egypt,  they  made  known 
the  General's  arrival  to  the  Two  Councils,  who  re- 
ceived the  meflage  with  cries  of  Five  la  Republique  ! 
The  General  remained  at  Frejus  only  one  hour,  while 
a  carriage  was  procured  to  take  him  to  Paris,  and  he 
arrived  at  the  Capital  on  the  i6th  of  October,  being 
hailed  on  every  fide,  during  his  journey,  with  the  cry 
of  "  Peace  !  Peace  !"    as  if  the  nation  fighed  for  that 
bleffing  onlv,  and  expected  it  at  his  hands  alone. 

It  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  hiflory  of  this  extraordi- 
nary character,  that  a  great  variety  of  circum fiances 
have  always  combined  to  promote  his  intereft  upon 
occafions  when  it  is  extremely  probable  that  his  own 
intrinfic  merit  would  have  produced  him  little  or  no 
advantage.  The  circumftance  of  his  departure  from 
France,  with  the  flower  of  the  army,  at  a  moment 
when  the  country  was  moft    precarioufly    fituated, 
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would,  of  itlclf,  have  marked  him  out  as  an  objeft  of 
public  refentmeiu  at  auy  other  time  ;  but  the  almoit 
total  annihilation  of  that  army,  and  fuch  a  lofs,  a^- 
gravatetl  by  its  abandonment  on  a  diftant  and  inholpi- 
tablc  fliore,  muft  have  drasvn  upon  him  the  execrations 
of  everv  Frenchmen,  had  not  France  have  found 
hcrfcU  humbled  to  the  very  duft  by  the  terror  and  ap- 
prehenlions  arifing  from  her  fituation,  internal,  as  ux-ll 
as  external. 

The  Englifli  had  not  been  more  fuccefsful  in  de- 
flroyingthe  Egyptianlixpedition  than  in  fccuring  the 
grand  objedt  of  French  envy,  under  the  iniluence  of 
which  it  had  been  undertaken.  Not  only  had  the 
B.itiih  army  in  the  Ealt  Indies  overturned  the  throne 
of  Tippoo,  and  flain  liim  in  the  midfl  of  his  Capital ; 
but,  the  vi(5lors  immediately  excrcifcd  the  rights  oi 
conqueft.  A  Proclamation  was  ilUied  by. the  Briiifli 
Commander,  from  Scringapatam,  declaring  that  the 
late  Sultan  had  formed  an  ofFtnfive  and  detenfive  al- 
liance with  the  French,  and  admitted  a  French  force 
into  his  army,  for  the  i)urpofe  of  commencing  war 
againft  the  Kail  India  Company  and  i:s  allies  ;  and 
it  charged  him  with  ether  inftances  of  hollility,  and, 
finally,  decreed,  that  i\  great  portion  of  his  immenfe 
territories  (hould  be  fubje<?led  to  the  authority,  and 
for  ever  incorporated  with  the  dominions  of  the  Eafl 
India  Company  and  its  allies  ;  and  that  a  fepcratc 
government  fliould  be  eliabliflied  '.i  Myfore,  under  a 
dcfcendant  of  the  ancirnt  Rajns  of  Myfore. 

Thii<,  did  the  Eiv^iifii  Ealt  India  Company  acquire 
a  vaft  acctflion  of  territorial  rtrength,  by  the  overthrow 
vi  one  of  the  moft  reftlefs  and  indefatigable  princes 
with  whom  they  had  ever  contended.  New  ftreams 
of  wealth  flowed   from  this  conquell  into  tlie    ConiT 
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pany's  coffers,  and  their  army,  which  had  achieved 
the  exploit,  fliared  a  liberal  portion  of  the  deceafed 
Prince's  treafure.  If  the  mind  were  not  habituated 
to  the  progrefs  of  the  Eafl  India  Company's  wars,  it 
would  be  curious  to  learn  the  caufes  of  that  eternal 
hoR^ility  between  a  commercia!  company  and  the 
natives  of  the  country,  whither  its  tiade  is  direfted. 
If  we  were  aot  accuftomed  to  hear  of"  the  fuccefs  of 
the  Com[)any's  arms,"  we  (liould  feel  much  furprife, 
that  a  band  ot  London  merchants,  having  an  exclufive 
privilege  over  their  fellow  merchants,  by  the  mere 
fufferance  of  the  Government,  and  trading,  as  a 
chartered  body  of  monopolifts,  to  India,  inftead  of  en- 
deavouring to  conciliate  the  efteem  of  the  native 
princes  and  dealing  with  their  fubjeds  to  mutual  advan- 
tage, fliculd  wage  a  continued  wafwith  them.  C  jflom* 
however,  cools  cur  curiofity,  and  our  furprife  at  an 
event,  infenfiblv  fubfides,  on  obfervin?  a  continued 
fiicceflion  of  fi.milar  circumftances.  Hence,  we  no 
longer  wonder  tha  a  combiniticn  of  traders  Qiould 
unite  war  ?"/)  commerce,  fend  out  armies  as  well  as 
fleets,  and  conquer  as  well  as  well  as  colonize;  hence 
we  become  indilferent  fpei^ators  of  the  conduct  of  a 
it^  merchants,  who,  from  their  accompting  houfe 
^n  Leadenha!!  Street,  decree  the  fate  of  millions  of 
human  beings,  in  climes,  they  never  faw,  and  who  re- 
gulate the  interefts  of  nations  which  they  know  of 
but  by  name  ! 

In  the  inftance  alluded  to,  however,  the  Eaft  India 
Company  (land  perfeAly  juRified.  The  proofs  of  Tip- 
poo's  treachery  were  numerous  and  in  inconteflible, 
and  his  overthrow  was  fiidden  ;  for,  although  he  medi- 
/ated  an  attack  upon  theEnglifli,  he  did  not  fuppofe 
that  they  were  acquainted  with  his  defigu.  Being  taken 
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by  rurprife,  and  the  fupplies  of  troops  which  he  had 
iecretlv  llipiilated  for  from  the  French,  not  having 
arrived,  Seringapatani  was  carried  by  ftorm,  and  hii 
treachery  was  dreaafiilly  puniflieJ,  by  the  lofs  of  liis 
dominions  and  h.is  life. 

The  very  creat  trade  which  is  fecured  by  this,  enor- 
mous power  of  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company,  to 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  are  fources  of  national 
weahh  that  are  properly  eftimated  by  the  Govern^ 
ment ;  and,  if  the  Company's  concerns  arc  injured' 
in  India,  the  Britith  revenue  would  be  proportionably 
decrcafed.  Unair.iilable,  bi|t  by  flow  and  tedious 
©peratio'15,  in  Europe,  it  was  natural  that  a  m;ui  of 
fo  much  enterprile  and  ambition  as  Buonaparte,  fliouid 
endeavour  to  cripple  England  by  fome  decifive  blow 
in  another  quarter.  The  motives  for  hkerxpedition  t-o 
Egypt,  and  its  various  fortunes,  until  the  time  when 
he  failed  for  Europe,  have  been  already  detailed. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  tVjat  nations,  as  well  as 
individuals,  are  apt  to  alfume  a  haughty  carriaj^^^c 
whenever  fortune  happens  to  profper  their  endea- 
vours:  a  remarkable  inftance  of  this  kind  took  place 
in  the  condui^>  of  Great  Biitain  towards  the  free,  but 
petty  and  feeble,  city  of  Hamburgh;  whofe  territory 
it  moft  oiitrageoi'fly  violated,  by  the  inflrumentality  of 
Sir  James  Crawford  it'^  minifter.  It  has  been  related, 
in  a  former  volume,  that  Nap()er  Tandy,  accom- 
panied by  General  Rey,  and  ;onte  troops,  attempted 
to  land  on  the  T-^'orth  of  li eland,  but  put  to  Tea  on 
learning  the  ifTue  of  the  Rebclli  m.  The  velfel  in 
whith  Taudv  and  his  companions  were,  was  driven 
<by  a  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Norway;  where,  apprc'* 
hending  that,  in  navigating  the  North  Sea,  they  fliouU  . 

js  b  3 
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fall  in  with  fome  Englifh  cruifer?,  they  refolved   to 
proceed    to  France   by  land.  Intelligence     of  their 
route  and  of  their  objedl:  being  received  at  Hamburgh, 
fliortly  after  they  had  arrived  there,  Sir  James  Craw- 
ford applied  for  a  warrant  to  arrefl  them,  as  fubjefts 
of  England  :  after  much  demv.r,   it  was  granted,  and 
Napper  Tandy,  with  hisalfociates,  were  apprehended, 
put  in  irons,   and  confined  in  feperate  guardhoufes. 
Citizen  Marragon,   the  French   Minifter,    inftantly 
claimed  the  prifoners  as  citizens  of  the  French  Re- 
public,  and   threatened   to  quit   Hamburgh    if  they 
were  not  immediately  releafed  ;  Sir  James  as  pofitive- 
ly  demanded  that  they  fliould  be  detained.  The  Senate, 
greatly  alarmed  by  the  determined  tone  of  both  the 
rninifters,  deliberated  on  the  laft  means  of  conciliating 
each,  after  the  fleps  that  had  been  taken  by  the  ma- 
giftrates.     At  length,    the   prifoners  were  unironed, 
and  it  was  aflented  to  by  Citizen  Marragon,   that  they 
ihould  remain  in  cuftody  and  be  fent  to  England,  on 
condition  that  only  the  formality  of  a  trial  fliould  be 
adopted  J     Sir  James  Crawford  agreeing  to  this  ar- 
,    rangement,   the   prifoners    were  put   on  board    the 
Xenophon  frigate,  at  Hamburgh,  which  immediately 
failed  for  Cuxhaven,  and  they  arrived  in  Ireland   on 
the  17th  of  November,  1799.  The  city  of  Hamburgh 
had  been  much  alarmed  by  the  threats  of  the  French 
Refident,  and  the  citizens  in  general,  difapproved  the 
meafure   as  a   violation  of  their  neutrality,    which 
would,  probably,  fubjeft  them  to  the  difpleafure  of 
the  French  Government.     It  is  impoffible  to  review 
this  tranfaftion  without  tracing  in  it  evident  marks  of 
theimbecility  of  the  French  Govcinment.    Thic  was 
attacking  the  lion  in  his  very  den,  and  it  was  an  in- 
ftance  of  temerity,    that  would  hardly  have  been 
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Hazarded,  had  not  the  dirtracled  ftate  of  the  Dlreclory 
rendered  it  incapable  of  exerting  thofe  energies, 
which,  a  few  months  before,  had  made  the  French 
arms  the  terror  of  Europe. 

It  was  the  peculiar  misfo/Mne  of  this  war  to  fubjei^T: 
the  peaceful  citizens  of  neutral  powers,  alternately,  to 
the  evil  of  one  or  other,  and  fometimes,  both,  of  the 
Belligerents,  and,  during  a  very  long  period,  itfeem- 
ed  that  the  Weftern  world  would  have  been  plung- 
ed into  all  the  horrors  of  this  fanguinary  conteft. 
The  enterprifing  fpirit  of  the  Americans  had  early  en- 
gaged Ihcm  in  the  various  commercial  fpeculations, 
which  the  obflacies  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  ma- 
ritime tranra(flions  of  the  belligerent  powers  left  open 
to  competition.  This  (r'r'"-  freqjenily  ied^the  tranf-at- 
lantic  merchants  beyond  the  limits  of  fair  and  legiti- 
mate commerce,  and  expofed  them,  alternately,  to 
the  cenfureof  one  or  other  of  the  contending  powers. 
As  early  as  i  793,  the  murmurs  upon  this  head  were  fo 
loudly  exprefTed,  that  General  Wafliington,  Prefident 
of  the  United  States,  thought  it  necefTary  to  prepare 
the  public  mind  for  the  difcuflions  to  which  the  ftate 
of  things  might  probably  give  rife;  and,  in  a  Speech 
delivered  by  Ijim,  to  Congrefs,  on  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber, in  that  year,  are  the  following  obfervations  : 

'«  As  foon  as  the  war  in  Europe  had  engaged  thofe 
powers  with  whom  the  United  Sratcs  have  the  mollex- 
ttnfivc  rciatior.s,  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  that  our  in- 
tercourfe  with  them  might  be  interrupted,  and  our  difpofi- 
lion  for  peace  drawn  into  cjucftion,  by  tlv:  fufpicions  too 
often  entertained  by  belhgcrcnt  nations.  It  fcemed,  there- 
fore, to  be  my  duty,  to  admonilh  our  citizens  of  tlic  confc- 
quences  of  a  contraband  trade,  and  of  hoftile  a£ls  to  any  of 
the  parties  ;  and  10  obtain,  by  a  declaration  of  the  cxifling 
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legal  nate  of  thi.ig?,  an  eaficc  atlmiffion  of  our  right  to  the 
immunities  belonging  to  our  lunation.  Under  thefe  Im- 
preilioBS,  the  Proclamation,  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
was  ilTucd. 

"  In  this  pofture  of  affairs,  both  new  and  delicate,  I  re- 
folved  to  ad  ipt  gciurfd  rules,  which  fhould  conform  to  the 
treaties  and  afl^ert  the  priviieses  of  the  United  States  ; 
thefe  were  reduced  into  a  fyftem  which  will  be  communi- 
cated to  you.  Although  I  have  not  thought  myfclf  at  li- 
berty to  forbid  the  fale  of  the  prizes,  permitted'by  our  trea- 
ty of  commtrce  -vviiii  France,  to  be  brought  into  cur 
-ports  ;  I  have  not  rtfufed  to  caufe  them  to  be  rtftored, 
when  they  were  taken  within  t!ie  prottdtion  of  our  terri* 
tory,  or  by  veficis  commiirioned,  or  cquiped  in  a  warlike 
form  within  the  hmirs  of  the  United  States. 

"  It  refts  with  the  wifdom  of  Congrefs  to  corre£l,  im- 
prove, or  enforce,  this  plan  of  procedure  •,  and,  it  will,  pro- 
bably, be  found  expedient  to  extend  the  legal  code,  and  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  courts  of  the  United_States,  to  many  cafes, 
which,  though  dependent  on  principles  already  recognized, 
demand  fome  further  provifions. 

"  Asfeveral  of  fhe  courts  have  doubted,  under  particular 
■circui^-iftHUces,  their  power  to  liberate  the  velTelsof  a  nation 
at  peace,  and  even  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  al- 
though feized  under  a  fahe  colour  of  being  hoftile  property, 
and  have  denied  their  power  to  liberate  certain  raptures 
within  the  proti.'':-j!i  of  our  territory,  it  would  ieem  pro- 
per to  regulatt  ueir  jurifdiftion  in  thefe  points.  But  if  the 
fxecutive  is  to  be  the  refort  in  either  of  the  two  i.Il  men- 
tioned caft?,  it  is  hoped,  that  he  will  be  authorized  by  law 
to  have  fa£ts  afcerraiaed  by  the  courts,  when,  for  his  own 
information,  he  fhall  reqixeft  it 

*'A  decree  however,  of  the  National  Aflcmbly;  fubje(£l:ing 
vefiTels  laden  with  provifions  to  be  carried  into  their  ports, 
and  making  enemy's  goods  lawful  prize  in  .he  vefTel  of  a 
friend,  contrary  to  our  treaty,  though  revoked  at  one  time 
as  to  the  Ujiited  States,  has  been  fince  extended  to  their 
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vefTcIsalfo,  as  has  been  recently  ft  itcd  to  us.  RcpreTenta- 
tions  on  this  fubjeft  will  be  immediately  given  in  charge  to 
our  miuiftcr  there,  and  the  refult  will  be  communicated  to 
the  Kgiflatare. 

"1  have  rcfpefted  and  purfued  the  ftipulations  of  our 
treaties,  according  to  what  I  judged  their  true  fenfe  ;  and 
have  withcld  m  aft  of  fricndfhip  which  their  affairs  have 
called  for  from  us,  and  which  juftice  to  others  left  us  free 
to  perform.  I  have  gone  further  : — rather  than  employ 
force  for  the  reftitutioncf  certain  vclTcls,  which,  I  deemed 
the  United  States  bound  to  rellore,  1  thought  it  more  ad- 
vifcable  to  fatisfy  the  parties,  by  avowmg  it  to  be  my  opi- 
nion, that,  if  the  rtftitution  were  not  made,  it  would  be  in- 
cumbent on  the  United  States  to  make  compenfation.  The 
papers  now  communicated  will  more  particularly  apprifc 
you  of  ihcCi  tranfaftions." 

From  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  bellige- 
rent poweri  adted  upon  what  is  called  the  principle  of 
the  war  of  1756,  that  is,  they  made  it  a  rule  to  feize, 
capture,  and  confikate,  the  property  of  the  enemy, 
wherever  they  might  find  it.  A  very  fliort  ft>efon  left 
the  Britith  entire  maflers  of  the  Teas  i^ml,  tlierefore,  it 
was  to  them  that  the  contraband  trade  carried  on 
by  neutrals  was  principally  injurious.  Againft  the 
crullers  of  that  power,  a  cry  wab  very  foon  laiftd  in 
America;  and  the  French  fadion,  whioh  was  ex- 
tremely powerful  in  all  the  mariiime  countries,  kept 
up  an  inctfTant  tlamoar  againll  the  "opprcliion  and 
tyranny"  that  fubjt^lcd  neutrals  to  fearch  and  deten- 
tion. Free  fiiips,  it  was  pretended,  conflituted  free 
goods,  and,  thcie  were  even  wife  men  who  laid 
down  the  monftrous  proprifition,  that  all  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy  Ihould  be  allowed  to  pafs  frtciy, 
f^rovidcd  he  could  liml  neutrals  bafc  enough  to  cover 
it  for  him  as  their  own. 

The  encroaching  fpirit  of  America  frequenil)   af- 
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fumed  fuch  a  boiilerous  form,  that  it  became  neceC- 
fary  to  adjud  the  difpiites  that  had  arifen  between  the 
government  of  the  U.",ited  Scr.tes  rind  thac  of  Grt'at 
Britain.  "In  the  difcufiions  it  wasealily  to  beobfervcd 
that  the  American  government  was"  not  influenced 
by  the  fame  unreafouable  difpofition  as  the  citizens  of 
that  country  vyere,  and  the  claims  it  advanced  were 
evidently  more  the  effed  of  a  fenfe  of  duty  as  agents 
than  of  their  principles  as  mci-,.  The  Britifti  Govern- 
ment wifned  to  conciliate  this  difpofition,  and  the  re- 
fult  was,  that  a  treaty  of  amiiv,  commerce,  and  navi- 
gation, was  concluded  between  the  two  powers  on  the 
igih  of  November,  1794-  In  concluding  this  treaty, 
the  negociators,  on  both  fides,  entered  into  a  cora- 
promife,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  but  the  advantage  was 
ail  on  the  fide  of  America;  ibr  whilft  America  confent- 
ed  that  the  belligerent  power  fliould  retain  the  right  of 
fearch.  Great  Britain  agreed  that  '•  The  mercbandife 
of  the  produce,  growth,  or  manufacture  of  the  coun- 
tries at  war,  vvhicii  fiiould  have  been, acquired  by  the 
fubjefts  of  the  neutral  power,  fliouId  be  carried  in 
neutral  veifels." 

Tfiis  was  fubftantially  granting  to  America  all  flie 
wanted;   for,  it  was  ai:)andoning  tlie  rule  of  the  war  of 
1756,  and  it  was  enabling  every  American,  for  about 
forty  fliiilirgs- worth  of  perjury,  to  tranfport  a  cargo 
of  Frencli,  Spanifii,  or  Dutch   property,  from  fea  to 
fea,  as  his   own.     Tiie  only   apology  for  this  treaty 
was,  that  it  was  only  defigned  as  a  temporary  experi-' 
ment,  and  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  two  vears  after 
the  termination  of  the  war,  when   it  was   ftipulated, 
that  the   contending  parties    iliould    "endeavour    to 
acrec,  v^hether  in  any,  and  in  what  cafes,  neutral  vef- 
fels    fliould  protect  enemies   ;, rop.rty." 

Notwithflanding  the  advantages  the  conccflion  of 
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the  Britilh  cabinet  gave  to  the  Frtnch,  nothing  was 
more  foreign  to  the  hearts  of  the  eattiians  of  that  na- 
tion than  contentment  with  them.  In  America  tiVe  very 
temper  and  mildnels  of  the  government  was  taken  as 
a  fair  ground  to  anticipate  the  refiilt  of  the  i.e^ociation, 
and  pains  were  taken  to  fow  difcontents  upon  the?' 
mofl  unfounded  pretences.  Even  tne  rvliniiler  of 
France  (Genet)  had  the  temerity  to  dillribnte  infla- 
matory  writings  am.)ngrt  the  people,  ?.!ul  hisexampltf 
was  followed  by  his  ageatsafcerthe  American  govern- 
ment had  infifled  upon  his  recal. 

On  airembling  the  legiflature,  in  the  feiTion  of 
1794-5,  the  PrefideiU,  Wafiiington,  detailed  the  par- 
ticuhirs  of  an  infurxeif  ion,  that  had  adually  taken 
place  ;  whicl),as  it  ferves  lo  Hiew  the  characrer  of  the 
government  of  the  time,  and  will  throw  much  light 
upon  fomc  fubfequent  iranfaflionj,  we  (hall  give  in 
his  own  words. 

"  Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Iloufe  of 
Rcprcfentatives. 

*'  When  we  call  to  mind  the  grncioiis  indulgence  of 
heaven,  by  which  the  American  People  became  a  nation; 
when  wcfurvcy  the  general  profperity  of  our  country,  and 
look  forward  to  the  riches,  power,  and  happinefs  to  which 
it  ft-ems  deflincii ;  with  the  dccpeft  regret,  do  I  announce 
to  you,  that,  during  your  recefs,  fomc  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Statti,  have  been  found  capable  of  an  iiifurredlion. 
It  is  due,  however,  to  the  character  of  our  government, 
and  to  its  ftability,  wliich  cannot  be  fliaken  by  the  enemies 
of  order,  freely  to  uuft.-ld  tlie  c  jurfc  of  this  event. 

'*  During  the  feHion  of  the  year  1790,11  was  expedient 
to  cxercife  the  legirtative  power  granted  by  the  conftitution 
of  the  United  S.ites,  *•  to  lay  and  col!r>;t  txcifes."  In  a  ma- 
jority of  the  dates,  fcarctly  an  objedlion  was  heard  to  this 
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■  mode  of  taxation.-  In  feme,  indeed,  alarms  were  at  firft 
coaceived,  until  they  were  baniftied  by  reafon  and  patriot- 
ifm.  lu  the  four  Weftern  counties  of  Pennfylvania,  a 
prtiudice,  foftered  and  embittered  by  the  artifice  of  men, 
who  laboured  for  an  afcendancy  over  the  will  of  others,  by 
tb'e  guidance  of  their  pafTions,  produced  fyniptoms  of  riot 
and  violence.  It  is  well  known,  that  Congrefs  did  not  he- 
fitate  to  examine  the  complaints  which  were  prefented  ; 
and  to  relieve  them,  as  far  as  juflice  diftated,  or  general 
convenience  would  permit.  But  the  impreffion  which  this 
moderation  made  on  thedifcontented,did  notcorrefpond  with 
what  it  deferved — The  arts  of  del'ifion  were  no  longer 
confined  to  the  efforts  of  defigning  individuals.  The  very 
forbearance  to  pi^efs  profecurions,  was  mifinterpreted  into 
a  fear  of  urging  the  execution  of  the  laws  ;  and  alTociations 
of  m.en  began  to  denounce  threats  againft  the  officers  em- 
ployed. From  a  belief,  that,  by  a  mere  formal  concert, 
thtir  operation  might  be  defeated,  certain  felf-created  fo- 
cicties  affumed  the  tone  of  condemnation.  Hence,  while 
the  greater  pvt  of  Pennfylvania  itfelf  were  conforming 
themfeives  to  the  afls  of  excife,  a  few  counties  were  re- 
folvcd  to  fruftrate  them,  It  was  now  perceived  that  every 
expeftation  from  the  tenderncfs  which  had  been  hitherto 
purfued,  was  unavailing  ;  and  that  farther  delay  could  only 
create  an  opinion  of  impotency  or  irrefolution  in  the  go- 
vernment. Legal  procefs  was  tb.erefore  delivered  to  the 
marflral,  againft  the  rioters  and  delinquent  diftiilers. 

"  No  fooner  was  he  underftood  to  be  engaged  in  this 
duty,  than  the  vengeance  fo  armed  men  was  aimed  at  hit 
perfon,  and  the  perfon  and  property  of  the  infpeftor  of  the 
revenue  :  They  fired  upon  tlie  marflial,  arrefted  hi.-n,  and 
detained  him  for  fome  time  bs  a  prifoner.  Ke  was  obliged 
by  the  jeopardy  of  his  life,  to  renounce  the  fervice  of  other 
procefles  on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain  ; 
and  a  deputation  was  afterwards  lent  to  him,  to  demand  a 
furrender  of  that  which  he  had  ferved.    A  numerous  body 
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repeatedly  attacked  the  lioufe  of  the  Infpcftor,  feized  his 
papers  of  office,  and  finally,  dcftroyed  by  fire  liis  buildings, 
and  wliatfoever  they  contained.  Both  of  thefe  officers, 
from  a  juft  regard  to  their  fafety,  fled  to  the  feat  of  govern - 
menr,  it  being  avowed,  that  the  motives  of  fuch  outrages 
were  to  compel  the  refignation  of  the  Infpeftor  ;  to  with- 
ftand,  by  force  of  arms,  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
and  thereby,  to  extort  a  repeal  of  the  laws  of  excife,  and  an 
alteration  in  the  conduft  of  givernment, 

"  Upon  the  teftimony  of  thefe  fa£ls,  an  nffociate  jufticeof 
the  fupremc  court  of  the  United  States  notified  to  me, 
'  That  in  the  counties  of  Wafhington  and  Alleghany  in 
Pennfylvani-1,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  were  oppo fed, 
and  the  execution  thereof  obftrufted  by  com.binations,  too 
powerful  to  be  fiippreffcd  by  the  ordinary  courfc  of  judicial 
proceeding";,  or  by  the  powers  vcfted  in  the  Marflml  of  that 
diftrift.'  On  this  cnll,  momentous  in  the  extreme,  I  fought 
and  weighed  what  might  beft  fubdue  the  crilis.  On  the 
6nt  hand,  thejudiciary  wan  pronounced  to  be  ftripped  of  its 
capacity  to  enforce  the  lavs ;  crimes,  which  reached  the 
very  exiftcncc  of  focial  order,  were  perpt-trated  without 
conrroul ;  the  friends  of  govtrnment  were  infulted,  abufed, 
and  over-awed  into  iilcnce,  or  an  apparent  acquiefccnce  ; 
and  to  yield  to  the  trcafonabie  fury  of  li)  fmall  a  portion  oftht 
United  States,  Vv-ould  be  to  violate  the  fundamental  principle 
of  our  conftitutiun,  which  enjoins  that  the  will  of  the  ma- 
y>r\'.y  fhall  prevail.  On  the  ether,  to  array  citizen  ayainft 
citizen  ;  to  publilh  the  difhouour  of  fuch  cxceffcs,  to  en- 
counter the  txpence,  and  other  cmbarralTmcnts,  of  fo  diftant 
an  expedition — were  flcp^  too  delicate— too  clofely  inter- 
woven with  many  atTcfliiig  confidcrations,  to  be  lightly 
adiiptcd.  1  poftponed,  therefore,  the  fummoning  of  the 
militm  immediately  into  the  titld  ;  but  I  required  them  to 
be  held  in  readinefs,  that,  if  my  anxious  endeavours  to  re- 
cldim  the  deluded,  nod  to  convince  the  malignant  of  their 
VOL.    111.  NO.   XXXIII.  cc 
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.danger,  fliould  be  fruitlefs,  military  force  might  be  prepared 
to  aft,  before  the  feafon  IhouW  be  too  far  acvanced. 

"My  proclamation  of  the  7th  of  Auguft  laft,  was  ac- 
cordingly iffued,  and  accompanied  by  the  appointment  of 
fommiffioners,  who  were  charged  to  repair  to  the  fcene  of 
infurreftion.  They  were  authorifed  to  confer  with  any 
bodies  of  men  or  individuals.  Tiiey  were  inftrufted  to  be 
candid  and  explicit  in  ftating  the  fcnfations  which  had  been 
excited  in  the  executive,  and  his  carnell  wilh  to  avoid  a  re- 
fort  to  coercion  :  to  reprefent,  however,  that,  without  lub- 
miffion,  coercion  muft  be  the  refort ;  but  to  invite  them, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  return  to  the  demeanour  of  faithful 
citizens,  by  fuch  accommodations  as  lay  within  the  fphere  of 
executive  power.  Pardon,  too,  was  tendered  to  them  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  upon  no  other  condition,  than  a  faiisfaftory  affurance 
of  obedience  to  the  laws. 

"  Although  the  report  of  the  commiffioners  marks  their 
firmnefs  and  abilities,  and  muft  unite  all  virtuous  men,  by 
Allowing  that  the  means  of  conciliation  have  been  exhaufted  ; 
all  of  thofe  who  had  committed  or  abetted  the  tumults,  did 
not  fubfcribe  to  the  mild  form  which  was  propofed  as  the 
atonement  ;  and  the  indications  of  a  peaceable  temper  were 
neither  fufficiently  general  nor  conclufive  tp  recommend  or 
warrant  the  farther  fufpenfion  or  march  of  the  militia. 

•'  Thus  the  painful  alternative  could  not  be  difcarded. 
I  ordered  the  militia  to  march,  after  once  more  admoni- 
Jhing  the  Infurgents,  in  my  proclamation  of  the  20th  of 
September  laft. 

"It  was  a  talk  too  difficult  to  afcertain  with  precifion,  the 
loweft  degree  of  force  competent  to  the  quelling  of  the  in- 
furredtion.  From  a  refpeft,  indeed,  to  economy,  and  the 
care  of  my  fellow-citizens  belonging  to  the  militia,  it  would 
have  gratified  me  toaccorapUfti  an  eftimate.— My  great  re- 
luftance  to  afcribe  too  much  importance  to  the  oppofition, 
had  its  extent  been  accurately  fetn,  would  have  been  a  de- 
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cided  inducement  ro  the  fmalleft  efficient  numbers.  In 
this  uncertainty,  therefore,  I  put  into  mcimn  15,000  men, 
as  being  an  army  which,  according  to  all  human  calculation, 
would  be  prompt  and  adequate,  in  every  view,  and  might, 
perhaps,  by  rendering  refiftance  defperate,  prevent  the 
efFufion  of  blood.  Quotas  had  been  alfigned  to  the  ftatcs 
of  New  Jerfcy,  Pcnufylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia; 
the  governor  of  Pcnnfylvania  having  declared,  on  this  oc- 
callon,  an  opinion  which  juftitied  a  requifition  to  the  other 
dates. 

"  As  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  militia,  when  called 
into  the  aftual  fcrvice  of  the  United  States,  I  have  vifitcd 
the  pIdCLS  of  genera!  rendezvous,  to  obtain  more  exadt  in- 
formation, and  to  direft  a  plan  for  ulterior  movements,. 
Had  there  been  room  for  a  perfuafion,  that  the  laws  were 
lecure  from  obllrucftion  ;  that  the  civil  magiilrate  was  able 
to  bring  10  jtidice  fuch^f  the  moft  culpable  as  have  not  em- 
braced the  protfcrtd  terms  of  amnefty,  and  may  be  deettitd 
fit  obje6ls  of  example  ;  that  the  friends  to  peace  and  good 
government  were  not  in  need  of  that  aid  and  countenance 
which  they  ought  always  to  receive,  and  I  tr»ft,ever  will, 
receive,  againll  the  vicious  and  turbulent  ;  I  fhould  have 
caiight  with  avidity  that  opportunity  of  reftoring  the 
militia  to  their  families  and  homes.  But  fucceeding  intelli- 
gence has  tended  to  manifcft  the  ncceiFity  of  what  has  been 
done  :  it  btin;^;  now  confclTed,  by  thofc  who  were  not  in- 
clined to  cxHggerate  the  ill  condudl  of  the  Infurgents,  that 
thtir  malevolence  was  nut  pointed  to  a  particular  law,  but 
that  a  fpirit,  inimical  to  all  order,  has  adtuated  many  of  the 
ofTcndeis.  If  the  ftate  of  things  had  aiforded  rcafon  of  the 
continuance  of  my  prcfence  with  the  army,  it  would  not 
have  been  withholdcn.  But  every  appearance  afTuring 
fuch  an  itrueas  will  redouiid  to  the  reputation  and  llrtngth 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  jud>'td  it  moft  proper  to  rcfume 
my  duties  at  the  feat  of  government,  leaving  the  chief  com- 
mand withthe  govcrnrrs  of  Virginia. 

**  Still,  however^  as  it  is  probable  that,  in  a  commotioa 
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like  the  prtfent,  whatfoevcr  may  be  the  pretence,  the  pur- 
pofts  of  mifchief  and  revenge  may  not  bu  laid  afide;  the 
ftationing  of  a  fmall  force,  for  a  certain  period,  in  the  four 
Weflern  counties  of  Pt-nnfylvania,  will  be  indifpenfable, 
whether  we  contemplate  the  lunation  of  thofe  who  are  ton- 
nefted  with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  of  others,  who  may. 
have  expofed  tliemfelves  by  an  honourable  attachment  to 
them. 

"  Thirty  days,  from  the  commencement  of  this  (ciTu.n 
being  the  legal  limitation  of  the  employment  of  the  militia, 
Congrtfs  cannot  be  too  early  occupied  with  this  fubjeft. 

*'  Among  the  difcufTions  which  may  arife  from  thisafpeft 
of  our  affairs,  and  from  the  dociimctits  which  will  be  lub- 
niitted  to  Congrefs,  it  will  not  efcape  their  obfervaiion,  that 
not  only  the  Infpeftor  of  the  revenue,  but  other  officers  in 
the  United  States  in  Pennfylvania,  have,  from  their  fidelity 
in  the  dilcharge  of  their  functions,  fuftained  material  in- 
juries to  their  property > — The  obligations  and  policy  of  in- 
demnifying them  are  rtrong  and  obvious.  It  may  alfo  merit 
attention,  whether  policy  will  not  enlarge  this  provifion  to 
the  retribution  of  other  citizens,  who,  though  not  under 
the  ties  of  office,  may  have  fuffered  damage  by  their  ge- 
nerous exertions  for  upholding  the  conftitution  and  the  ■ 
laws.  The  amounc,  even  if  all  the  injured  were  inciua'ed, 
would  not  be  great  ;  and,  on  future  emet'gencies,  the  go- 
vernment would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  influence  of  an 
example,  that  he  who  incurs  a  lofs  in  its  defence  fliall  find 
a  rccompenfe  in  its  liberality.  "- 

"  While  there  is  a  caufe  to  lament,  that  occurrences  of 
this  nature  fliould  have  difgraced  the  name,  or  interrupted 
the  tranquillity,  of  any  part  of  our  community,  or  fliould 
have  diverted  to  a  new  application  any  portion  of  the  public 
refources,  there  are  not  wanting  real  and  fubftantial  con- 
fo'ationsfor  the  misfortune.  It  has  been  dcmonltrated,  that 
our  profperity  reflson  Iblid  fr.undations,  by  furnifhing  an 
additional  proof  that  my  fellow  citizens  underfiand  the  true 
principles  of  gcverninent  and  liberty  ;  that  they  feel  their 
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mfeparable  union  ;  that,  nothwithdanding  all  the  devices 
which  have  been  ufed  to  fway  tlicm  from  their  intereft  and 
duty,  they  are  now  as  ready  to  maintain  the  authority  of 
the  laws  againft  licentious  invafions  as  they  were  to  defend 
their  rights  againft  ufurpation.  It  has  been  a  fpeftacle, 
difplaying  to  the  highea  advantage  the  value  of  republican 
governments,  to  behoW  the  moft  and  the  leaft  wealthy  of 
cur  citizens  Handing  in  the  fame  ranks,  as  private  foldiers, 
pre-eminently  diftinguifned  by  being  the  army  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  umlettrrtd  by  a  march  of  thre*  hundred  miles, 
over  rugged  mountains,  by  the  approach  of  an  inclement 
fcafon,  or  by  anyotiicr  difcouragtment.  Nor  ought  I  to 
omit  to  acknowledge  the  efficacious  and  patriotic  co-opera- 
tiun  wiiich  I  have  experienced  from  the  chief  magiftratesof. 
tlie  ftatcs  to  which  my  requilitif^ns  have  been  addreffcd. 

"  To  every  defcription,  indeed,  of  citizens  let  praifc  be 
givtn.  But  let  them  ptrfevere  in  their  affectionate  vigi- 
lance over  that  precious  repofitory  of  American  happinefs, 
the  conftmiticmof  tiie  United  States.  Let  them  cherilli  it 
too,  for  the  fake  of  thofe,.who,  from  every  clime,  are  daily 
feeking  a  dwelling  in  our  land.  And,  when,  in  the  calm 
moments  of  reflexion,  they  Ihall  have  retraced  the  origin 
and  progrefs  of  the  infurredl-ion  ;  let  them  determine, 
whether  it  has  not  been  fomented  by  combinations  of  men,, 
who,  carelefs  of  conftquences,  and  difregarding  the  uner- 
ring truth,  that  thofe  who  roufe,  cann.t  always  appeafc  a 
civil  convulfion,  have  diffeminatcd,  from  an  ignorance,  cf 
perverfon  of  fa£ls,  fufpicions,  jcaloufies,  and  accufations  of  i 
the  whole  government." 

Of  this  iiifiirreiflion,  it  is  only  necedliry  to  add, 
that,  it  v\as  quelled  on  the  firll  appearance  of  the 
troops,  but,  the  fpirit  in  v\  hith  it  cri^jinated  remain- 
ed unbroken,  and  when  news  of  the  treaty  of  amitvj 
commerce,  &c,  arrived  in  the  United  States,  the  par- 
tifans  of  France  were  determined  to  make  that  treaty 
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the  inftrument  of  overthrowing  tlie  government. 
The  Prefident  did  not  announce  the  refult  of  tlie  ne- 
gociation  till  above  a  year  after  the  treaty  had  been 
figned,  and  the  French  Government,  in  the  interim, 
did  all  that  was  poflible  to  annoy  the  American  com- 
merce. Every  argument  was  ufed  to  perfuade  the 
Americans,  that  their  government  had  betrayed  its 
truft,  and,  befide  the  complaints  circulated  upon  the 
ground  of  captures,  much  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  the 
miftakes,  that  the  Britifli  officers  forpetimes  com- 
rnited,  inprefling  American  feamen  for  Englifiimen. 
The  violent  party  gained  ftrength  confiderably  by 
declaiming  upon  the  ill  confequences  which  their 
lively  imaginations  predifled  would  refult  from  the 
treaty,  and  it  was  refolved  to  make  a  motion  in  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  which,  fhould  lead  to  a  vote 
of  cenfure  upon  the  government  for  having  fanftion- 
ed  it.  In  purfuance  of  this  determination,  a  refolu- 
tion  pafled  the  houfe.  May,  24th,  179(5,  to  demand 
from  the  Prefident  a  copy  of  the  inllru(^ions  that  had 
been  given  to  Mr.  Jay,  the  Minifter  who  had  nego- 
ciated  the  treaty,  to  which  General  Wafhington 
made  the  following  reply  ; 

r 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repreftntatives, 
••  With  the  utmoft  attention  I  have  confidered  your 
refolution  of  the  24th  iiift.  requeuing  me  to  lay  before  your 
houfe  a  copy  of  the  ir.(lrii6lions  to  the  minifter  of  the  United 
States  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  together  wijh  the  ccrrefpondtnce  and  other  docu- 
ments relative  to  that  treaty  j  excepting  fuch  of  the  faid 
papers  as  any  exilling  negotiation  may  render  improper  tp 
be  difclo(ed. 

"  In  deliberating  on  this  ftibjeft  it  was  impoflible  for  me 
tolofe  fight  of  the  principle  which  foijie  have  avgwcd  in  its 
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difcuflion,  or  to  avoid  extending  my  views  to  the  cnnrc- 
quences  which  mud  flow  from  the  adinifrion  of  that  prin- 
ciple. 

"  I  truft  that  no  part  of  my  condiift  has  ever  indicatid 
a  difpofition  to  withhold  any  information  wiiich  the  con- 
ftitution  has  enjoined  upon  the  Prcfident  as  a  duty  to  give, 
or  which  could  be  required  of  him,  by  either  houfe  of  Con- 
grefs  as  a  right ;  and  with  truth  [  affirm,  that  it  has  bctn, 
as  it  will  continue  to  be,  while  I  have  the  honour  to  prtfide 
in  the  government,  my  conftant  endeavour  to  harmonize 
with  the  ether  branches  thereof,  fo  far  as  the  truft  delt* 
gated  to  me  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  my 
fcnfe  of  the  obligation  it  impofes  to  "  prefervc,  protcfl, 
and  defend  the  conftitution,"  will  permit. 

'•  The  nature  of  foreign  negotiations  requires  caution, 
and  their  fuccefs  muft  often  depend  on  fecrecy  ;  and,  even 
when  brought   to  a  condufion,  a  full  difclofure  of  all  the 
meafurts,  demands,  or  eventual  lonccfTions,  which  may  have 
been  propofed  or  contemplated,  would  be  extremely  impo- 
Jitic;  for  this  might  have  a  pernicious  influence  on  future 
negotiations,  cr    produce  immediate  inconveniencics,  per- 
haps,  danger  and   mifchicf,  m  relation  to  other  powers. 
The  nccefliiy  of  fuch  caution  and  fecrecy  was  one  cogent 
reafon    for  vefting    the  'power  of  making   treaties   in  the 
Prefidenr,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the   Senate,  the 
principle  upon  which  that  body  was  forme^d  confining  it  to 
a  fmall  nuinhtr  of  members.   To  admit,  then,  a  right  in  the 
Houfe   of  Reprefentatives  to  demand,  and  to  have,  as  a 
matter  of  courfe,  all  the  papers  rcfpcfting  a  negotiation 
with  a  foreign  power  would  be  lotflablilh  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent. 

"  It  does  not  occur  that  the  iufpeftion  of  the  papers 
afked'for  can  be  relative  to  any  purpofe  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  Houfe  of  R-prefcntatises,  except  that  of  an 
impeachment,  which  the  refolutiun  has  net  cxprclTtd.  1 
repeat,  that  I  have  no  difpofition  to  wnhhold  any  informa- 
tion which  the  duty  of  my  ftatiou  will  permit,  or  the  public 
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good  fliall  require  to  be  difclofcd  ;  ?nd,  In  faft,  ail  the  pa- 
pers affecting  tlic  negoti:;tinn  witn  Great  Britain  were  laid 
before  the  Senate  when  the  treaty  itlelf  was  communi- 
cated for  their  confideration  and  advice. 

"  The  courfe  which  the  debate  has  taken  on  the  rcfolu- 
tion  of  the  houfe  leads  to  fomc  obfervation  on  tlie  mode  of 
making  treaties  under  the  conftitution  of  the  United  States. 

"  Ilavin  J  been  a  member  of  the  general  convention,  and 
knowing  the  principles  on  which  the  conftiuition  was 
formed,  I  h?ve  never  entertained  but  one  opinion  on  this 
fubje£t  ;  and,  froin  the  firft  eftablirtiment  of  the  govern- 
ment to  this  momenr,  my  condudt  has  exemplified  that  opi- 
nion, that  the  po^ver  of  making  treaties  i?  exchifively  veiled 
in  the  Prefideiu,  Sy  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate, 
provided  two-thirds  of  the  fcnators  preftnt  concur;  and 
that  ev^ry  treaty  fo.  made  and  promulgated  thenceforward. 
hecame  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  thus  that  the  treaty- 
making  jwwer  has  been  underftood  by  foreign  nations ; 
and  in  all  treaties  made  with  them,  we  have  declared,  and 
they  have  bclievedj  chat,  when  ratified  by  the  Prefident, 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate,  they  become  ob- 
ligatory. In  this  conftru6i;ion  of  the  conftitution  every 
houfi,  uf  repr^fentatives  has,  heretofore,  acquiefced  ;  and, 
until  the  prefent  time,  not  a  doubt  or  fufpicion  has  ap- 
peared, to  my  knowledge,  that  this  conftruftion  was  not  the 
true  one.  Nay,  they  have  more  tlian  acquiefced  ;  for,  un- 
til now,  without  controvening  the  obligation  of  fuch  trea- 
ties, they  have  made  all  the  rcquifue  provifions  for  carrying 
them  into  effe£t> 

"  There  is  alfo  reafon  fo  believe  that  this  conftru6lion 
agrees  with  the  opinions  enrtttttincd  by  the  ftate  conven- 
tions, when  they  were  deliberating  on  the  coiiftitution, 
efpccialiy  by  thofe  who  objected  to  it,  bccaufc  tiicre  was  not 
required,  in  commercial  ireaties,  the  c<-nfenc  of  iwo-thirds 
of  the  whole  Senate,  inftead  of  two-thirds  of  the  fenatorS 
prefent 3  and  becaufe,  in  treaties  refpedhng  territorial  and 
«£nain  othtr  rights  and  claims,  the  concurrence  of  lliree- 
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fourths   of  the    wljole    number   of  the  iTicmbtrs  of  both 
iioulls  rcrpe<SiivcIy  was  not  made  necefiacy. 

"  It  IS  a  faft  declared  by  the  gcntral  convention,  and 
univerfally  underftood,  that  the  conltiiution  of  the  United 
Stales  was  the  refult  of  a  fpirit  of  aiviity  and  mutual  con- 
ctflTion  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that,  viadcr  this  influence, 
the  fmaller  Itates  were  admitted  to  an  equnl  i  eprefentation 
in  the  Senate  with  the  larger  ftates,  and  that  this  branch  of 
the  government  was  invetted  with  great  powers;  for,  on 
the  equal  participation  of  thofe  powers  the  fovcreignty  and 
political  Jafety  of  the  fmailer  ftatcs  was  deemed  eirentiaHy 
to  depend. 

"  If  other  proofs  than  thefe,  and  the  plain  letter  of  the 
conftitution  itlllf,  be  nccefTary  to  afccrtain  the  point  under 
confideration,  they  may  be  found  in  the  journals  of  the  ge- 
neral convention,  which  I  have  depofited  in  the  office  of  the 
department  of  ftatc  :  in  tho(c  journals  it  v.ill  appear,  that  a. 
propofition  was  made,  •'  that  no  treaty  (liculd  be  binding  on 
the  United  States  which  was  not  ratified  by  a  law,"  and 
that  the  propoHlion  was  explicitly  rejcf^td. 

**  As,  therefore,  it  is  perfedlly  clear  to  my  underftand- 
ing,  that  the  affent  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentativcs  is  not 
necefTary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty;  a»  a  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  exhibits  in  itfelf  all  the  objeds  requiring  legifl^:five 
provifion,  and  on  which  thefe  papers  called  for  can  throw  no 
light;  and  as  it  is  eflential  to  the  due  admiaiftration  of  the 
government  that  the  boundaries  fixed  by  the  conUitution 
between  the  different  departments  fliould  be  prcfervcd — a 
juft  regard  to  the  conftitution  and  to  the  duty  of  my  office, 
under  all  the  circumllances  of  this  cafe,  forbid  a  compliance 
with  your  rcqueft. 

George  Washington." 
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CHAPTER    XXL 

Difcontents  in  Jmerzca. — The  Struggles  bctivcen  the 
French  and  the  EngtiJIi  Parties. —The  Afcendancy  of 
the  mercantih  Inter ejl  and  Ratification  of  the  Eng- 
Ujh  Treaty.  —  The  Refignation  of  the  Prefidency  of  the 
United  Slates  by  General  IFaJliington. — His  impor- 
tant Declaration  on  going  into  Retiretntnt. — Intrigues 
preticus  to  the  Choice  of  the  nevj  Prefuhnt. — Decree  of 
the  French.  Directory  delivered  by  Citizen  Jdet  to  Mr. 
Pickering. — Citizen  Adet's  Note  and  Mr.  Pickering' f 
A7fver. — Mr.  Adams  chofen  Prefdent. 

-nVLTHOUGH  the  firm  and  diiinified  condud  of  the 
Prefident  ferved  to  encourage  and  cbnfolidate  the 
friends  of  government,  it  by  no  means  weakened  the 
oppofuion  ;  the  Congrefs,  and  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  both  refufed  to  ratify  the  treaty  or  to  pafs 
the  laws  neceifary  to  carry  it  into  efFed.  The  whole 
country  was  now  reduced  to  a  flate  of  alarm;  trade 
became  at  a  ftand,  as  it  was  thought  that  the  oppo- 
fition  would  not  be  fatisfied  till  they  had  plunged  their 
country  into  a  war  with  England;  mercantile  people 
and  all  perfonsof  property  dreaded  the  confequences, 
and  it  was  impoffible  to  enfure  the  fliips  that  were 
wanted  to  be  fent  to  Tea.  Thefe  troubles  were  great- 
ly fomented  l)y  vafl:  numbers  of  flrangers,  who,  have- 
ing  been  imbued  with  French  principles,  and  be- 
come dilfatisfied  with  their  own  countries  in  confe- 
quence,  had  fought  refuge  in  America,  where  they 
foon  found  as  much  to  find  fault  with  as  they  bad 
feen  at  home,  and  were  defirous  of  creating  that  land 
anew,  becaui'e  they  could  find  no  new  one  to  go 
to.     All  thefe  put  themfelves  under  the  guidance  of 
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the  French  emifl'aries,  and  ftiove  to  bring  about  a 
rupture  uUh  Enj^land.  At  length,  the  mercantile 
intereft  prevailed,  and  the  partifans  of  peace,  after 
remonflrating  with  the  legiflative  bodies,  had  the  fa- 
lisfaflion  of  getting  the  ratification  confummated, 
though  by  a  very  (mall  majority. 

The  ftudy  of  American  politics  has  not  yet  become 
interefting  to  Europe  ;    but,  the  events  of  which  we 
are  now  fpeaking,  will  be  dwelt   upon  with  confide- 
rable  attention  by  poRerity,  as  having  led  to  the  moft 
fublime  difplay  of  moral  greatnefs  that  the  annals  of 
mankind    have   yet  recorded.      The  reflgnation   of 
General  Walhington,  after  having  been  twice  cholen 
Prefident  of  the  Imperial  Republic,  and  after  having 
cxercifed  the  fupreme  power  in  a  way   that  proved 
him  fuperior  to  every  rival  oppofition,   evinced   and 
inftance  of  pure  loyalty  and  virtue  that    warrant  a 
fair  hope  in  the  improvement  of  mankind.     What- 
ever may  be  the  analogies  that  pollerity  will  have  to 
trace  in  the  biography  of  Walhington  and   Buona- 
parte, time  only  can  develope  ;    for  the  prefent,  we 
can  fee  noilung  more,  than  that  they  both  lived  in  the 
fame  age  and  both  conquered   the   enemies  of  their 
country  :  this,  however,  will  always  be  motive  enough 
for    conlidering   their   charafters    together  ;   and,  in 
ftudying  the  life  of  Buonaparte,  it  will  alwa\  s  be  pro- 
fita!)le  to   confider  the  rcfignation  of  Walhington. 
This  event,  like  every  other  that  regards  that  great 
Man,  is  fo  much  better  accounted   for  in  his   own 
words  than  in   any   other  pcrfon's  narration,  that  it 
would  be  unpardonable  to  relate  it  in  any  other  form 
Ihan  that  of  his  own  Declaration  to  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. 
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To  THE  People  of  the  United  States. 
"  Friends  and  fellow  Citizens,  * 

The  period  for  a  new  eledion  of  a  citizen,  to  adml- 
nifter  the  executive  government  of  the  United  States,  being 
not  far  diilafit,  and  the  time  a<n;ually  arrived  when  your 
thoughts  muft  be  employed  in  defignating  the  perfon  who  is 
to  be  clothed  with  that  important  triifl;  ;  it  appears  to  me 
proper,  efpccially  as  it  may  conduce  to  a  more  diftinft  ex- 
preJiion  of  the  public  voice,  that  1  fliould  now  apprife  you 
of  the  reioliition  .1  have  fcimed,  to  decline  bting  confidered 
among  the  number  of  thole  out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be 
made. 

"  1  beg  you,  at  the  fame  time,  to  do  me  the  juftice  to  be 
afTured,  that  this  refolution  has  not  been  taken  without  a 
ftridt  regard  to  all  the  con  fiderations  appertaining  to  the  re- 
lation which  binds  a  dutiful  citizen  to  Lis  country  ;  and 
that,  in  withdrawing  the  tender  of  fervicc,  which  filence  in 
my  fituation  might  imply,  1  am  influenced  by  no  diminu- 
tion of  zeal  for  your  future  intereft,  no  deficiency  of  grate- 
ful refpefl  for  yoyr  paft  kindnefs ;  but  am  fupported  by  a 
full  conviction  that  the  ftep  is  compatible  with  both. 

"  The  acceptance  of,  and  continuance,  hitherto,  in  the 
office,  to  which  your  fufFrages  have  tvviie  called  me,  have 
been  an  uniform  facrifice  of  inclination  to  the  opinii^n  of 
duty  and  to  a  deference  for  what  appeared  to  be  your  de- 
fire.  I  conftantly  hoped  tiiat  it  would  have  been  much 
'earlier  in  my  power,  confiftently  with  rnotives  which  I  was 
not  at  liberty  to  difregard,  to  return  to  that  retirement  from 
.whicli  I  had  been  reluftantly  drawn.  The  ftrength  of  my 
inclination  to  do  this,  previous  to  the  laft  eledion,  had  even 
led  to  the  preparation  of  an  AddreU  to  declare  it  to  you  ; 
but  mature  refledfion  on  the  then  perplexed  and  critical 
pofture  of  our  affairs  with  foreign  nations,  and  the  unani- 
mous advice  of  perfons  entitled  to  my  confidence,  impelled 
me  to  abandon  the  idea. 

"  1  rejoice  that  the  ftate  of  your  concerns,  external  a& 
well  as  internal,  no  longer  renders  the  purluicof  inclination 
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incompatible  with  the  fentiment  of  duty  or  propriety:  and 
am  perfuaded,  whatever  partiality  may  be  retained  for  my 
fervices,  that,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  our  country 
you  will  not  difapprove  of  my  determination  to  retire. 

"  TheimprelTions  with  which  I  firft  undertook  the  ardu- 
ous truft  were  explained  on  the  proper  occafion  :  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  this  truft  I  will  only  fay,  that  I  have  with  good  in- 
tentions contributed  toward  the  organization  and  admini- 
ftration  of  the  government,  the  beft  exertions  of  which  .1 
very  fallible  judgment  was  capable.  Not  unconfcious,  in 
the  outfet,  of  the  inferiority  of  my  qualifications,  experi- 
ence in  my  own  eyes,  perhaps,  itill  more  in  the  eyes  of 
others,  has  ftrengtbened  the  motives  to  dilEdencc  of  myfelf; 
and  every  day  the  mcreafing  weight  of  years  admonifties 
me  more  and  more,  that  the  fhade  of  retirement  is  as  ne- 
cefTary  to  me  as  it  will  be  welcome  :  latisfied,  thr.t,  if  any 
circumftances  have  given  peculiar  value  to  my  fervices, 
they  w<;re  temporary,  I  have  the  confolation  to  believe,  that, 
while  choice  and  prudence  ii.vite  me  to  quit  the  political 
fcene,  p-itriotifm  docs  not  forbid  it. 

"  In  looking  forward  to  the  moment  which  is  intended  to 
terminate  the  career  of  my  public  life,  my  feelings  do  not 
permit  mc  to  fufpcnd  the  deep  acknowledgment  of  that  debt 
of  gratitude  which  I  owe  10  my  beloved  country,  for  the 
many  honours  it  has  conferred  upon  me  ;  ftill  more  for  the 
ftcdfaft  confidence  with  which  it  hasfupported  me  ;  and  for 
the  opportunities  I  have  thence  enjnyed  of  inaniftfting  my 
inviolable  a-.tachmcnt,  by  fervices  faithful  and  perfevtring, 
though  in  ufefulncfs  unequal  10  my  zeal.  If  benefits  have 
rcfulttd  to  our  country  from  ihcfe  fervices,  let  it  always  be 
remembered  to  your  praife;  and  as  an  inftruflive  example 
in  our  annals,  that,  under  circumftances  in  which  the  paf- 
fions,  ag.tated  in  every  direction,  were  liable  to  miflcad, 
amid  appearances  fomeiimcs  dubious — vicifTitudcs  of  for- 
tune often  difcouraging —  infituations,  in  which,  not  unfrc- 
qucntly,  want  of  fuccefshas  countenanced  the  fpirilof  critl- 
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cifm — the  conftancy  of  your  fupport  was  the  eflential  prop 
of  the  efforts  and  a  guarantee  of  the  plans  by  which  tliey 
were  effefted.  Profoundly  penetrated  with  this  idea,  I 
Ihall  carry  it  with  me  to  my  grave,  as  a  ftrong  incitement  to 
unceafing  vows,  that  heaven  may  continue  to  you  the  choic- 
eft  tokens  of  its  beneficence — that  your  union  and  brotherly 
afFeftion  may  be  perpetual — that  the  freeconftitution,  which 
is  the  work  of  your  hands,  may  be  facredly  maintainf  d — 
that  its  adminiftration  in  every  department  may  be  ftamped 
withwifdom  and  virtue— that,  in  fine,  the  happinefsof  the 
people  of  thefe  ftates,  under  the  aufpices  of  liberty,  may  be 
made  complete,  by  fo  careful  a  prefervation  and  fo  prudent 
a  ufe  of  this  bleffing,  as  will  acquire  to  them  the  glory  of 
recommending  it  to  the  applaufe,  the  affeftion,  and  adop- 
tion of  every  nation  which  is  yet  a  ftranger  to  it. 

"  Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  ftop.  But  a  folicitudv  for 
your  welfare,  which  cannot  end  but  with  my  life,  and  ihe 
apprehenfion  of  danger,  natural  to  that  folicitude,  urge  :.ie, 
on  an  occafion  like  the  prefent,  to  offer  to  your  folemn  con- 
templation, and  to  recommend  to  your  frequent  review, 
fome  fcntiments,  which  are  the  refuh  of  much  refleftion, 
of  no  inconfiderable  obfervation,  and  which  appear  to  me  all 
important  to  the  permanency  of  your  felicity  as  a  people. 
Thefe  will  be  offered  to  you  with  the  more  freedom,  as  you 
can  only  fee  in  them  the  difintereftcd  warnings  of  a  parting 
friend,  who  can  poffibly  have  no  perlbnal  motives  to  bias  his 
counfel.  Nor  can  1  forget,  as  an  encouragement  to  it,  your 
indulgent  reception  of  my  fentiments  on  a  former,  and  not 
diffimilar,  occafion. 

"  Interwoven  as  is  the  love  of  liberty  with  every  ligament 
of  your  hearts,  no  recommendation  of  mine  is  neceffary  to 
fortify  or  confirm  the  attachment. 

*'  The  unity  of  government,  which  conftitutes  you  one 
people,  is  alio  now  dear  to  you.  It  is  juftly  fo  :  for  it  is  a 
main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  your  real  independence,  the 
fupport  of  your  tranquillity  at  home,  your  peace  abroad  i 
of  your  fafety  ;  of  your  profperity  j   of  that  very  liberty 
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which  yoii  fo  highly  prir.c.  But  i<  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that 
from  dilferent  caulcs,  and  from  difF^rtnt  quarters,  much 
paii.s  will  be  taken,  many  artifice'  employee^,  to  weaken  in 
your  minds  the  conviolion  of  this  truth  ;  as  this  is  the  point 
in  your  political  fortrcfs  againft  which  the  batteries  uf  in- 
ternal and  external  enemies  will  be  mod  conftantly  and  ac- 
tively (^though  often  covertly  and  infidioufly)  diredlcd,  it  is 
of  infinite  moment,  that  you  lliould  properly  eftimate  the  im- 
menfe  value  of  your  national  union  to  your  collective  and 
individual  happinefs  ;  that  you  fliould  cheriffi  a  cordial, 
habitual,  and  immoveable  attachment  to  it;  accuftoming 
yourfclves  ro  think  and  fptak  of  it  as  the  palladium  of  your 
political  l'.ifcty  anJ  profpen  y  ;  watchini^  for  its  prefervation 
with  jcaii-us  an.xiety  ;  difcountenanciiig  whatever  may  fug- 
ged even  a  fufpicion  that  it  can,  in  any  event,  be  abandoned  ; 
and  indignantly  frowning  upon  the  firft  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country  from  the  reft, 
or  to  enfeeble  the  facred  ties  which  now  link  together  its 
various  parts. 

"  For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  fympathy  ard 
intercft.  Citizens,  by  birtli  or  choice,  of  a  common  country, 
that  country  has  a  right  to  concentrate  your  affedions. 
The  name  of  America,  which  belongs  to  you  in  your  na- 
tional capacity,  murt  always  exalt  the  j  .ft  pride  of  patriot- 
ifm  more  than  any  appe'Ution  derived  from  local  dilcrimi- 
nations.  With  flight  Ihades  of  diflference,  you  have  the 
fame  religious  manners,  hal>its,  and  political  piinciplcs. 
You  have,  in  a  common  caufc,  fought  and  triumphed  to- 
gether ;  the  independence  and  liberty  you  poffcfs  arc  the 
work  of  joint  councils,  and  joint  efforts  of  common  dangers, 
fuffcrings,  and  fucceffes. 

"  But  thefe  cunfidurations,  however  powerfully  they  ad- 
drcfs  ihemfelves  to  your  Icnfibility,  arc  greatly  outweighed 
by  thofe  which  apply  more  immediately  to  your  intercft. 
Here  every  porti;  n  of  our  country  finds  the  moft  com- 
manding motives  for  carefully  guarding  and  preftrving  tfic 
union  of  the  whole. 
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"The  North,  in  an  unreftrained  intcrcourfe  with  the 
South,  protefted  by  the  equal  laws  of  a  common  govern- 
_ment,  finds,  in  the  produ6tion  of  the  latter,  great  additional 
refources  of  maritiine  and  commercial  enterprife,  and  pre- 
cious materials  of  maniifaauring  induf^ry.    The  South,  in 
the  fame  intercourfe,  benefiting  by  the  agency  oftbt;  North, 
fees    its    agriculture   grow    and    its   commerce    expand. 
Turning  partly  into  its  own  channels  :he  feamen  of  the 
North,  it  finds  its  particular  navigation  invigorated  ;    and, 
while  it  contributes,  in  different  ways,  to  nourifli  ar^l  in- 
creafe  the  general  mafs  of  the  national  navigation,  it  looks 
forward  to  the  protcftion  of  a  maritime  flreng  b,  to  which 
itfelf  is  unequally  adapted.     The  Eaft,  in  a  likeintercourfe 
with  the  Weft,  already  finds,  and,  in  the  progreffive  mi- 
provement  of  inferior  communications  by  land  and  water, 
will,  more  and  more,  find,  a  valuable  vent  for  the  commodi- 
ties which  it  brings  from  abroad,  or  manufactures  at  home. 
The  Weft  derives  from  the  Eaft  fupnlies  requifite  to  its 
growth  and  comfort  ;  and  whav  is,  perhaps,  of  Itili  greater 
confequence,  it  mufl  of  necelfity  owe  the  fecure  ;^njoymtnt 
of  indifpenfible   outlets  for  its   own    produftions,  to  the 
.weight,  inHuence,  and  the  futute  maritime  ftrcn^^th  of  the 
Atlantic  fide  of  the  Union,  diredled  by  an  indilToluble  com- 
munity of  intereft  as  one  nation.     Any  other  tenure  by 
which  the  Weft  can  hold  thiseffential  advantage,  whether 
derived  from  its  own  feperate  flrength,  or  from  an  apof^ate 
and  unnatural  connexion  with  any  foreign  power,  m'lft  be 
intrinfically  precarious. 

"  While,  then,  every  part  of  our  country  thus  feels  an 
immediate  and  particular  intereft  in  union,  all  the  parts 
conn.bined  cannot  fail  to  find,  in  the  united  mafs  of  means 
and  efforts,  greater  ftrength,  greater  refource,  proportion- 
ably  greater  fecurity  from  external  danger,  a  lefs  frequent 
interruption  of  their  peace  by  foreign  nations ;  and,  what  is 
of  ineftimable  value,  they  muft  derive  from  union  an  ex- 
emption of  thofe  broils  and  wars  between  themfeives,  which 
fo  frequently  aiBidt  neighbouring  countries,  not  tied  toge- 
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ther  by  the  fame  government ;  which  their  own  rivalfhips 
alone  would  be  fufficient  to  produce,  but  which  oppofite 
foreign  alliinces,  attachments,  and  intrigues,  would  ftimu- 
late  and  imbitter.  Hence,  likewife,  they  will  avoid  the 
rccefuty  of  thole  overgrown  mihtary  eftablifhmems,  which, 
under  a-iy  form  of  governnienr,  are  inaufpicinus  to  liberty, 
and  which  are  to  be  regarded  as  particularly  hoftile  to  re- 
publican liberty  :  in  this  fcnfe  it  is  that  your  union  ought  to 
be  confjdered  as  a  main  prop  of  your  liberty,  and  tliat  the 
Jove  of  the  one  ought  to  endear  to  you  the  prelervation  of 
the  other. 

*'  Thefe  con  (iderat  ions  fpcak  aperfuafive  language  to  every 
refle(5ling  and  virtuous  nimd,  and  exhibit  the  continuance 
of  the  union  as  a  primary  object  of  patriotic  defire.  Is 
there  a  doub:  whether  a  common  government  can  embrace 
fo  large  a  fphere  ?  let  experieuce  foiveit ;  to  liften  to  mere 
fpeculations  in  fuch  a  cafe  were  criminal.  We  are  autho- 
riftd  to  hope,  that  a  proper  organization  of  the  whole,  withi 
the  auxiliary  agency  of  governments  for  the  refpc£\ive  fub- 
divifions,  will  afford  a  happy  iffue  to  the  experiment ;  it  is 
well  worth  a  fair  and  full  experiment.  Withfuch  power- 
ful and  obvious  motives  to  union,  aSlfting  all  parts  of  our 
country,,  while  experience  (hall  not  have  demonftratcd  its 
imprafticabiliiy,  there  will  always  be  rcafon  to  difturb  the 
patriot  ifm  of  thofe,  who,  in  any  quarter,  may  endeavour  to 
weaken  its  bands. 

"  In  contemi)laiing  the  caufcs'which  may  difturb  our  Union 
it  occurs,  as  matter  of  very  ferious  concern,  that  any  ground 
fhould  have  been  furnllhcd  for  charafterizing  parties  by 

geographical   difcriminations — Northern   and    Southern 

Atlantic  and  Wclltrn;  whence  dcligning  men  may  endea- 
vour to  excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  diff"crencc  of  local 
intcrefts  and  views.  One  of  the  expedients  of  party  to 
acquire  influence  within  particular  diftru^s,  is,  to  mifre- 
prcfent  the  opinions  and  aims  of  other  diflri(5ts.  You  can- 
not fhitld  yourftlves  too  much  againft  the  jcaloufies  and 
tieariburnings  which  fpring  from  thefc  jnilreprtfcniacioas ;, 

J^  d   J 
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they  will  tend  to  render  alien  to  each  other  thofe  who 
ought   to  be  bound  together  by  fraternal  affection.     The 
inhabitants  of  our  Weftcrn  country  have,  lately,  Jiad  an 
ufcful  lefibn  on  this  head  ;   they  have  feen,  in  the  ntgotia- 
tion  by  the  Executive,  and  in  the  unanimous  ratification  by 
the  Senate,  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  the  univerfnl 
fatisfa£i:ion  at  the  event  throughout  the  United  States,  a  de- 
cifive  proof  how  unfounded  were  the  fufpicions  propagated 
among  them,  of  a  policy  in  the  general  government  and  in 
the  Atlantic  States,  unfriendly  to  their  interefts  in  regard  to 
the  Miffiffippi ;  they  have  been  witntfles  to  the  formation 
of  two  treaties,  that  with  Great  Britain  and  that  with  Spain, 
which  fecure  to  them  everything  they  could  dcfire,  in  rcfpeft 
to  our  foreign  relations,  toward  confirming  their  profperity. 
Will  it  not  be  their  vvifdom  to  rely,  for  the  prefervation  of 
thefe  advantages,  on  the  union,  by  which  they  were  pro- 
cured ?  will  they  not,  henceforth,  be  deaf  to  thole  advifers, 
if  fuch  there  are,  who  would  fever  them  from  their  brethren, 
and  conneft  them  with  aliens  ? 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  your  union  a  govern- 
ment for  the  whole  is  indifpenfible.  No  alliance,  how- 
ever ftrift,  between  the  parts,  can  be  an  adequate  fub- 
ftitute  ;  they  muft,  inevitably,  experience  the  infraftions 
and  interruptions,  which  all  alliances,  in  all  times,  have  ex- 
perienced. Senfible  of  this  momentous  truth,  you  have 
improved  upon  your  firft  effay,  by  the  adoption  of  a  con- 
ftitution  of  government,  better  calculated  than  your  former 
for  an  mtimate  union,  and  for  the  tfHcacious  management 
of  your  common  concerns.  This  government,  the  offspring 
of  our  own  choice,  uninfluenced  and  unawed, adopted  upon 
full  iaveftigation  and  mature  deliberation,  completely  free 
in  its  principles,  in  the  diflribution  of  its  powers,  uniting 
fecurity  v.-ith  energy,  and  containing  within  itfelf  a  provi- 
fion  for  its  own  amendment,  has  a  juft  claim  to  your  con- 
fidence and  your  fupport.  Refpeft  for  its  authority,  com- 
pliance with  its  lawsj  acquiefcence  in  its  meafures,  are 
duties  enjoined  by  the  fundamental  maxims  of  true  liberty. 
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The  bafis  of  our  political  fyftem  is  the  right  of  the  people 
to  make  and  to  alter  their  conftitutions  of  governmtnr ; 
but  the  conftitution  which  at  any  time  exifts,  till  changed 
by  an  explicit  and  authentic  a<^  of  the  whole  people,  is 
facredly  obligatory  upon  all.  The  very  id^a  of  the  power 
and  the  right  of  the  people  to  eftablifli  government,  prefup- 
pofes  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  obey  the  eftablilhed 


government. 


*'  All  obftruftions  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  all  com- 
binations and  alTociations,  under  whatever  plauhble  cha- 
rafter,  with  the  real  defi^"  to  direft,  controul,  counteraft, 
or  awe,  the  regular  deliberation  and  aftion  of  the  conft»-» 
tuted  authorities,  are  deflruiftive  of  this  fundamental  prin- 
ciple, and  of  fatal  tendency  ;  they  fcrve  to  organize  faftion, 
to  give  it  an  artificial  and  extraordinary  force — to  put  in  the 
place  of  the  delegated  will  of  the  nation  the  will  of  a  party, 
often  afmall,  but  artful  and  cnterprifing,  minority  of  the 
community;  and,  according  to  the  alternate  triumphs  of 
different  parties,  to  make  the  public  adminiftration  the 
mirror  of  the  ill-concerted  and  incongruous  projcifls  of  fac- 
tion, rather  than  the  organ  of  confiftent  and  wholefome 
plans,  digefted  by  common  councils  and  modified  by  mutual 
intere(\s. 

•'  However  combinations  or  affociations  of  t!\e  above 
defcripticn  may,  now-and-then,  anfwer  popular  ends,  they 
are  likely,  in  the  courfe  of  time  and  things,  to  become  po- 
tent engines,  by  which  cunning,  ambitious,  and  unprin- 
cipled men,  will  be  enabled  to  fubvert  the  power  of  the 
people  and  to  ufurp  to  themfelves  the  rcini  of  government, 
deftroyiiig  afterward' the  very  engines  which  have  lifted 
them  to  unjuft  dominion. 

'•  Toward  the  prefervation  of  your  government,  and  the 
permanency  of  your  prefent  happy  ftate,  it  is  requifite,  not 
only  that  you  fteadily  difcountenance  irregular  oppolitions 
to  its  acknowledged  authority,  but  aifo^that  you  rtfift  with 
care  the  fpirit  of  innovation  upon  its  principles,  however 
fpccious  the  pretexts.     One  method  of  afTault  may  be,  to 
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effe£t  in  the  forms  of  the  conftiturion  alterations,  which  will 
impair  the  eneigy  of  the  fyftem,  and  thus  to  undermine 
what  cannot  be  dire6lly  overthrown.  In  all  ihe  changes  to 
which  you  may  be  invited,  remember  that  time  and  habit 
are  at  lead  asncccffary  to  fix  the  true  chara6ter  of  govern- 
ments as  of  other  human  inftitutions — that  experience  is  the 
fureft  ftandard  by  which  to  teft  the  real  tendency  of  the 
exifting  conftitution  of  a  country — that  facility  in  changes, 
upon  the  credit  of  mere  hypothefis  and  opinion,  form  the 
cndlefs  variety  of  hypothefis  and  opinion  ;  and,  remember, 
cfpecially,  that,  for  the  efficient  management  of  your  com- 
mon  interefts,  in  a  country  fo  exttnfive  as  ours,  a  govern- 
ment of  as  much  vigour  as  is  confiftent  with  the  perfeft 
fiecurity  of  liberty  is  indirpenfible.  Liberty  itfelf  will  find 
in  fuch  a  government,  with  powers  properly  diftributed 
and  adjufted,  its  fureft  guardian;  it  is,  indeed,  little  elfe 
than  a  name,  where  the  government  is  too  feeble  to  with- 
ftand  the  enterprifes  or  faftions,  to  confine  each  memiber  of 
the  fociety  within  the  limits  prefcribed  by  the  laws,  and  to 
maintain  all  in  the  fecure  and  tranquil  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  of  perfon  and  property. 

'*  1  have  already  intimated  to  you  the  danger  of  parties 
in  the  ftate,  with  particular  reference  to  the  founding  of 
them  on  geographical  difcriminations.  Let  me  now  take  a 
more  comprehenfive  view,  and  warn  you,  in  the  mod  fo- 
lemn  manner,  againft  the  baneful  effc6ls  of  the  fpirit  of 
party  genera ly. 

"  This  fpirit,  unfortunately,  ia  infeparable  from  our  na-. 
ture,  having  its  root  in  the  ftrongeft  paffions  of  the  human 
mind  :  it  exifts,  under  different  fiiapes,  in  all  govern- 
ments, more  or  lefs  tlifled,  controlled,  or  reprefl'ed  ;  but  iii 
thofe  of  the  popular  forro  it  is  feen  in  its  greatelt  ranknefs, 
and  is  truly  their  worft  enemy. 

«'  The  alternate  domination  of  one  faftion  over  another, 
Iharpencd  by  the  fpirit  of  revenge,  natural  to  party  dif- 
fenfion,  which,  in  different  ages  and  countries,  has  perpe- 
trated the  moH  horrid  enormities,  isitfelf  a  moil  horrid  def- 
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potifm  ;  but  this  leads,  at  length,  to  a  mere  formal  and  per- 
manent dcfpotifm.  The  difordcrs  and  miferics  which  re- 
fult  gradually  Incline  the  minds  of  men  to  feck  fecurity  and 
rcpofe  in  the  abfolute  power  of  an  individual  ;  and,  fooner 
or  later,  the  chief  of  ibme  prevailing  faftion,  more  able  or 
more  fortunate  than  his  coirpeiitors,  turns  this  ciifpifuion 
to  the  purpofts  of  his  owji  elevation,  on  the  ruins  of  public 
liberty. 

"  Without  looking  forward  to  an  extremity  of  this  kind, 
(which,  ncverthelefs,  ought  not  to  be  entirely  out  of  fight) 
the  common  and  continual  mifchicfs  of  the  fpirit  of  party 
are  fufficient  to  make  it  the  intertft  and  duty  of  a  wile  peo- 
ple to  difcourage  and  reftrain  it. 

"  It  ferves  always  to  diftraft  the  public  councils  and  en- 
feeble the  public  adminiftration  ;  it  agitates  the  commu- 
nity with  ill-founded  jealoufies  and  fslfe  alarms,  kindles  the 
animofity  of  one  part  againft  another,  foinents,  occafionally, 
riot  and  infurreftion.  It  opens  the  door  to  foreign  influ- 
ence and  corruption,  which  finds  a  facilitated  acccfs  to  the 
government  itftlf,  through  the  channels  of  party  paffions. 
Thus  the  policy  and  will  of  one  country  are  fubjcftcd  to 
the  policy  and  will  of  another. 

"  There  is  an  opmion,  that  parties ,  in  free  countries,  are 
ufeful  checks  upon  the  adminillration  of  the  government, 
and  fcrve  to  keep  alive  the  fpirit  of  liberty.  This,  within 
Ccrtam  limits,  is  probably  true  ;  and  in  governments  of  a 
monarchical  Ciiftjpatriotifm  may  look  with  indulgence,  if  not 
\vi(h  favour,  upon  the  fpirit  of  party.  But  in  th'<fe  of  the 
popular  charafter,  in  governments  purely  cleftive  it  is  a 
fpirit  not  be  encouraged.  From  their  natural  tendency,  it 
is  certam  there  will  alwr.vG  be  enough  of  that  fpirit  for  every 
falutary  purpofe.  And  there  being  conftant  danger  of  ex- 
cefs,  the  tfFeils  ought  to  be,  by  force  of  public  opinion,  to 
mitigate  aud  aCTuage  it.  A  fire  not  to  be  quenched,  it  de- 
mands an  uniform  vigilance  to  prevent  its  buifting  into  a 
flame,  left,  infttad  </ warming,  it  Ihould  confumc. 

*'  It  is  important,  likcwifc,  thai  ihe  habits  of  thinking  in 
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a  free  country,  fhould  infpire  caution  in  thofeentruftecl  with 
its  adminiftraiion,  toconhne  themfelvcs  within  their  refpec- 
tive  conftltutional  fpheres,  avoiding  in  the  cxercife  of  the 
powers  of  one  department  to  encroach  upon  another.  The 
fpint  of  encroachment  tends  to  confoiidate  the  powers  of  ail 
departments  in  one,  and  thus  to  create,  whatevtr  the  form 
of  government,  a  rea!  defpntifm.  A  juft  eftimate  of  that 
]ove  of  power,  and  pronenefs  to  abufe  it,  which  predomi- 
nates in  the  human  heart,  is  fufhcien-  to  fatisfy  us  of  the 
truth  of  this  pcifition.  The  neceffity  of  reciprocal  checks 
in  theexercife  of  political  power,  by  dividing  and  diftribut- 
i;]g  It  into  different  depjfitorics,  and  conftituting  each  the 
guardian  of  the  public  weal  againft  invafions  by  the  others, 
has  been  evinced  by  exptriir:e!its,  ancient  and  modern;  fome 
of  them  in  our  country  and  under  our  own  eyes.  Topre- 
ferve  them  maft  be  as  nccelTary  as  to  ir.ftitute  them.  If, 
m  the  opinion  of  the  peo[-'le,  the  diftribution  or  modification 
of  the  conftitutional  power  be  in  any  particular  wrong,  let 
It  be  correfted  by  an  amendment,  in  the  way  which  the  con- 
Hitution  defif^nates.  But  letth^re  Oc  no  change  by  ufiirpa- 
tion  ;  for  though  th:r,  io  unt  inftance,  may  be  the  inRrunient 
of  good,  it  is  the  cullomary  weapon  by  which  free  govern- 
ments are  deftroyed.  The  precedent  muH:  ?Jw;'.y&  greatly 
overbalance,  in  permanent  evil,  any  pririial  or  tranfient  be- 
nefit which  the  ufe  can  at  any  time  yield. 

"  Of  all  the  difpofitions  and  habits  which  lead  to  political 
profperity,  religion  and  morality  are  indifpenfible  fupports. 
In  vain  would  that  man  claim  the  tribute  of  patrtotilm  who 
fliould  labour  to  fubvert  thefe'great  pillars  of  human  happi- 
nefs,  ihcie  firmeft  props  of  men  and  citizens.  The  mere 
politician,  equally  with  the  pious  man,  ought  to  refp  I't  and 
to  cherifh  them.  A  volume  could  not  trace  all  th<.  i  ■  ^- 
»exion  v\ith  private  and  public  felicity.  Let  it  i..  . 
aiked,  Whcie  is  the  fecurity  for  property,  for  rtpu:.  , 
for  life,  if  the  fenfe  of  religious  obligation  defcrt  the  u- 
which  are  the  inftruments  of  invcftigation  in  couits  .: 
juftice  ?     And  let  us  with  caution  indulge  the  fuppofition, 
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that  morality  can  be  maintained  without  religion.     What- 
ever may  be  conceded  to  the  influence  of  refined  education, 
on  minds  of  peculiar  ftrufture,  realon  and  experience  both 
forbid  us  to  expeft  that  national  morality   can  prevail  ia 
cxclufion  of  religious  principle. 

•'It  is  fubftantially  true,  that  virtue  or  morality  is  a  ne- 
cefTary  fpring  of  popular  government  :  the  rule,  indeed, 
extends  with  more  or  lefs  force,  to  every  fpecies  of  free  .'^c* 
vernments.  Who  that  is  a  fincere  friend  to  it,  can  lo-.Ic 
with  indifference  upon  attempts  to  (hake  the  foundation  of 
the  fabric  ? 

"  Promote,  then,  as  an  obje£t  of  primary  imporranre,  in- 
ftitutions  for  the  general  diffufioii  of  knowledgt.  Jn  pro- 
portion as  the  ftrufture  of  government  gives  force  to  public 
opinion  it  is  effential  that  public  opinion  fliould  be  enligh- 
tened. 

"  As  a  very  important  fource  of  ftrength  and  fecurity 
cherifh  'public  credit.  One  method  of  prcfcrving  it  is,  to 
ufe  it  as  fparingly  as  p(^inble  ;  avoiding  occafions  of  cxpenle 
by  cultivating  peace,  but  remembering  r-ilfo  that  timely  dif- 
burfements  to  prepare  fur  danger  frequently  prevent  much 
greater  difburfements  to  repel  it;  avoiding,  likewife,  tbe 
accumulation  of  debt  ;  not  only  by  fliunning  occafions  of 
cxpenfc,  but  by  vigorou  exeniuni  in  the  time  of  peace  to 
dilchargc  the  debts  which,  unavoidable  wars  may  have  oc- 
cafioned,  not  ungeneroufly  throwing  upon  pofterity  the 
burden  which  we  ourftlves  ought  to  bear.  The  execution 
ofthcfe  maxims  belongs  to  your  rcprcfcnu'.tives,  but  itisne- 
cefiTary  that  public  opinion  lUould  co-operate.  Tu  facilitate 
to  them  the  performance  of  their  duty,  it  is  effential  that 
you  ftiould  praftically  bear  in  mind,  that  toward  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  there  mull  be  a  revenue  ;  that  to  have  a  re- 
venue, there  muft  be  taxes  ;  that  no  t^xcs  can  be  devifed 
which  arc  not,  more  or  Itfs,  inconvenient  and  unpltafant ; 
that  the  intrinfic  embarralTincnt  infcparable  from  the  fclec- 
tion  of  their  proper  objcfts  (which  is  always  a  choice  of  dif- 
ficulties)  ought  to  be   a  dccifive  motive  for  a  candid  c«-'n- 
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flru6tion  of  theconduftof  tlie  government  in  niakingit,  and 
for  a  fpirit  of  acquifcence  in  the  mealnres  fcr  obtaining  re- 
venue which  the  public  exigencies  may  at  any  time  diftate, 
'•  Obferve  ^ood  faith  and  judice  toward  all  nations,  culti- 
vate peace  and  harmony  wich  all ;  religion  and   morality 
enjoin  tiiis  condiidl:,  and  can  it  be  that  good  policy  does  not 
equally  enjoin  it  ?    It  will  be  worthy  of  a  free,  enlightened, 
and,  at  no  great  diftant  period,  a  great  nation,  to  give  to 
mankind  a  magnanimous,  and  too  novel  an  example,  of  a 
people  always  guided  by  an  exalted  juftice  and  benevolence, 
"VVhOjCan  doubt,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  time  and  things,  the 
fruits  of  fuch  a  plan  would  richly  repay  any  temporary  ad- 
vant.-.ges  which  might  be  loft  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  it  ? 
Can  it  be,  that  Providence  has  not  connefted  the  permanent 
felicity  of  a  nation  with  its  virtue  ?  the  experiment,  at  leaft, 
is  recommended  by  every  fentlment  which  ennobles  human 
nature.     Alas !   is  it  rendered  impolFible  by  its  vices ! 

'•  In  the  t?.eci!tion  of  fuch  a  plan  nothing  is  more  eflen- 
tial,  than  that  permanent  invelerare  antipathies  againft  par- 
ticular nations,  and  paflionate  attachments  for  others,  fliould 
be  excluded,  and  that,  m  place  of  them,  juft  and  amicable 
feelings  toward  all  fhould  be  cultivated.  The  nation  which 
indulges  toward  another  an  habitual  hatred  or  an  habitual 
fondnefs,  is,  in  fome  degree,  a  Have  ;  it  is  a  flave  to  its  ani- 
mofity  or  to  its  affl£lion,  cither  of  which  is  fufficient  to  lead 
it  allray  from  it?  duty  and  its  interefr.  Antipathy  in  one 
nation  agamft  another  difpofes  each  more  readily  to  offer 
jnfult  and  injury,  to  lay  hold  of  flight  caufes  of  umbrage, 
and  to  be  haughty  and  intraftable  vvhea  accidental  or  trifling 
occafions  of  difpute  occur  :  hence  frequent  collifions,  obfti- 
nate,  envenomed,  and  bloody  contefts.  The  nation,  prompt- 
ed by  ill-will  and  refcntment,  fometimcs  impels  to  war  the 
government,  contrary  to  the  beft  calculations  of  policy.  The 
government  fometimes  participates  m  the  natmnal  propen- 
fity,  and  adopts,  through  pafTion,  what  rcafon  wo'.iid  reject  ; 
at  other  times  it  makes  the  animofuy  of  the  nation  ''ubrt- r» 
vicnt  to  projefts  of  hoftility,  inftigated  by  pride,  amliion, 
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and  Other  finifter  and  pernicious  motives;  the  peace  often, 
fomctimes,  perhaps,  the  liberty  of  nations,  has  been  the 
victim. 

"  So,  likewife,  a  pafTionate  attachment  of  one  nation  for 
another  produces  a  variety  of  evils.     Sympathy  for  the  fa- 
vourite nation  facilitating  the  illufion  of  an  imaginary  com- 
mon intereft,  in  cafes  where  no  real  common  intereft  exifts, 
and,  infufing  into  one  ilie  enmities  of  the  other,  betrays  the 
former  into  a  participation  in  the  quarrels  and  wars  of  the 
latter,  without  adequate    inducement   or  juftification.     It 
leads  alfo  to  concclfions  to  the  favourite  nation   of  privileges 
denied  to  others,   which  is  apt  doubly  to  injure  the  natio.i 
making  the  conccfllons,  by  unneceffarily  parting  with  what 
ought  to  have  been  retained  ,  ajid,  by  exciting  jcaloufy,  iH- 
will,  and  a  difpofnion  to  retaliate,  intheparties  from  whom 
equal  privileges  are  witliheld  :   and   it   givcs  to  ambitious, 
corrupted,   or  deluded  citizens  (who  devote  iticmfelves  to 
the  favourite  nation)  facility  to  betray,  or  iacrihce  the  in- 
icrefts  of  their   own  country,   without  o.iiiim,  fometinics 
even  popularity  ;  gilding  ivith  the  appearance  of  a  virtuous 
fenfeof  obligation,  a  cinrirnendaV.le  deference  for  public  opi- 
nion, or  a  laudable  zeal  for  public  good,  the  bafe  or  foolifli 
compliances  (>f  ambition, corruption,  or  infatu?.tion, 

"  As  the  avenues  to  foreign  influence  in  innumerable 
ways,  I'uc  h  attachments  are  particularly  alarming  to  tlie  truly 
enlightened  and  independent  patriot.  How  many  opportu- 
nitts  do  they  alford  to  tamper  v/ith  domtflic  factions,  to 
prafiifc  the  arts  of  (eduftion,  to  miflead  public  opinion,  to 
mfluence  or  awe  the  public  councils  !  Such  an  attachment 
of  a  fmall  or  weak,  toward  a  great  and  pouerful  nation, 
dooms  the  former   to  be  the  fdtellitc  of  the  latter. 

*'  Againft  the  infidious  wihs  uf  foreign  influence  (I  cr>n- 

jure  you  to  believe  me,  fellow-citizens  I)  the  jealouUy  ef  a 

free  people  ought  lo  be  conflantly  awake  ;  fince  hiftorv  and 

experience  prove  that  foreign  influence   io  one  of  tlit  molt 

baneful  foes  of  a  republican  government.  But  that  jcalouTy 
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to  be  ufcful,  ir.uft  be  impartial ;  elfe  it  becomes  the  in« 
ftrument  of  the  very  influence  to  be  avoided,  inflead  of  a 
dtfence  againft  it.  ExcelFive  partiality  for  one  foreign  na- 
tion, and  exceffive  diflike  of  another,  caufe  thofe  whom  they 
aftuate  to  fee  danger  only  on  one  fide,  and  ferve  to  veil, 
and  even  fecond,  the  arts  of  influence  on  the  other.  Real 
patriots,  who  may  refift  the  intrigues  of  the  favourite,  are 
iiable  to  become  fufpefted  and  odious ;  while  its  tools  and 
<Jupes  ufurp  the  applaufe  and  confidence  of  the  people  to 
furrender  their  interefts. 

"  The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  us,  in  regard  to  foreiga 
nations,  is,  in  extending  our  commercial  relations,  to  have 
with  them  as  Jittle  political  connexion  as  poffible.  So  far  as 
we  have  already  formed  engagements,  let  them  be  fulfilled 
with  perfeft  good  faith.     Here  let  us  ftop. 

♦'Europe  has  a  fet  of  primary  interefts,  which  to  us  have 
none,  or  a  very  remote  relation.  Hence  fhe  muft  be  en- 
gaged in  frequent  controverfies,  the  caufes  of  which  are  ef- 
fentially  foreign  to  our  concerns.  Hence,  therefore,  it 
muft  be  vinwife  in  us  to  implicate  ourfelves  by  artificial  ties 
in  the  ordinary  viciffitudes  of  her  politics,  or  the  ordinary 
combinations  and  collifions  of  her  friendfliips  or  her  enmi- 
ties. 

"  Our  detached  and  diftanr  fituation  invites  and  enables 
usto  purfue  a  different  courfe.  If  we  remain  one  people, 
under  an  efficient  government,  the  period  is  not  far  oiF 
when  we  may  defy  material  injury  from  external  annoy- 
ance ;  when  we  may  take  fuch  an  attitude  as  will  caufe  the 
neutrality  we  may  at  any  time  refoive  upon  to  be  fcrupu- 
loufly  refpefted  ;  when  belligerent  nations,  under  the  im- 
poflibility  of  making  acquifitions  upon  us,  will  not  lightly 
hazard  the  giving  us  provocation  :  when  we  may  chufe 
peace  or  war,  as  our  intereft,  guided  by  juftice,  fhall  coun- 
fel. 

"  Why  forego  the  advantage  of  fo  peculiar  a  fituation  ? 
Why  quit  our  own  to  ftand  upon  foreign  ground  ?  Why, 
ty  interweaving  our  deftiny  with  that  of  any  part  of  Eu- 
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rope,   entangle  our  peace  and  profpitrity  in  the  toils  of 
European  ambiti  >n,  rival  (l.ip,  intereft,  liumour,  or  caprice  ? 

"  It  is  oar  true  policy  to  iker  clear  of  permanent  alli- 
ances with  any  porti.noF  the  foreign  world;  fo  far,  I  mean, 
Hi  we  arc  now  at  liheity  to  do  it  ;  for,  let  me  not  be  under- 
ftood  as  capable  of  p^ironiinig  infidelity  to  exilVing  engage- 
ments. I  hold  the  maxim  no  kfs  applicable  to  public  than 
to  private  affairs,  tiiar  hoiiefiy  is  always  the  bcft  policy.  1 
repeat  it,  therefore,  let  tlicfe  engagements  be  obferved  in 
I'aeir  genuine  ftnlc.  But,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  unnecef- 
fary,  and  would  be  uo'a  ilc,  to  extend  them. 

"  Taking  care  always  to  keep  ourfclvcs,  by  fuirable  ef- 
tabliihments,  on  a  rtfpeftable  defenfive  pofture,  we  m:iy 
Tdfcly  truft  to  temporary  alliancea  for  extraordinary  emer- 
gencies. 

"  H.irmony,    liberal  Intercourfe  with  all  nation^,  are  re- 
commended by  policy,   humanity  and   iniereft.     But  even 
our  commercial  policy  fliould  hold  an  equal  and  impartial 
hand;  r>either  feeklng  nor  granting  exclufive   favours  or 
preferences;  confulting  the  natural  courfe  of  things  ;  dif- 
fusing  and  divtrfifying  by   gentle  means  the  ftreams   cf 
commerce,  by  forcing  nothing  ;  eftablifliing,  with  powers 
fo  difpofed,  in  order  to  give  trade  a  (lable  courfe,  to  define 
the  rights  of  our  merchants,  and  to  enable  the  government 
to  fupport  thtm,  conventional  rules  of  intercourfe,  ihe  bcft 
that  prcfent  circumftances  and  mutual  opinion  will  permit, 
but  temporary,  and  liable  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  abandon- 
ed or  varied,  as  experience  and  circumftances  (hall  dittatc, 
conllantly  keeping  in  view,  that  it  is  folly  in  one  nation  to 
Jook  for   difintertfted  favour  from   am   her ;    that  it   mull 
pay,  with  a  proportion  of  its  independence,  for  whatever  it 
may  accept  under     '  ir  chara6\cr  ;    that  by  fuch  acceptance 
it   may    plice    itfelf  in  the   condition     of    having    given 
equivalents  for  nominal  fav(  u:s,  and  yet  of  being  reproach- 
ed with  ingratitude  for  not  giving  more,     There  can  be  no 
greater  error  than  to  expe£t  or  calculate  up  n  real   favours 
from  nation  to  nation.     It  is  un  illufion  wliich  experience 
muft  cure,  which  a  juft  pride  ought  to  difcard. 
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"  In  offering  to  yon,  my  countrymen,  thefe  connfels  of 
an  old  and  aiTcftionate  friend,  1  dare  not  hope  th^y  will 
make  the  flrong  and  lafting  impreflion  I  could  wilh  :  that 
they  will  controul  the  ufual  current  of  the  paffions,  or  pre- 
vent our  nation  from  running  the  courfe  which  has  hitherto 
marked  the  deftiny  of  nations.  B  it,  if  I  may  even  flatter 
myfelf,  that  they  may  be  prnduftive^of  f&me  partial  benefit, 
Ibme  occafional  good  ;  that  they  may,  now  and  then,  recur  to 
moderate  the  fury  of  party  fpirir,  to  ware  ag.Linft  the  mif- 
chicfs  of  foreign  intrigue,  to  guard  againft  liic  iinpoftiires 
of  pretended  patriutifm  ;  this  hnpe  will  be  a  full  recompenfe 
for  the  folicitudefor  your  welfare  by  which  they  have  been 
di£^ated. 

"  How  far,  in  the  difcharge  of  my  official  duties,  I  have 
been  guided  by  the  principles  which  have  been  delineated, 
the  public  records,  and  other  evidences  of  my  ccnduft, 
muft  witntfb  to  you  and  to  the  world.  To  myfeif,  the  af- 
furance  of  my  own  confcience  is,  that  I  have,  at  leaft,  be- 
lieved mylelf  to  be  guided  !y  them. 

"In  relation  to  the  ftill  fubfifling  war  in  Europe,  my 
Proclamation  of  the  zi.!  of  ApriK  1793,  is  the  index  to  my 
plan.  Sanftioned  by  your  \pproved  voice  and  by  that  of 
your  repreftntativts  in  both  houfcs  of  Congrefs,  the  fpirit 
of  that  meafure-has  coniinua'.'y  governed  me  ;  iminfluenced 
by  any  attempts  to  deter  or  divert  me  from  it. 

."  After  deliberate  e  aminaiion,  with  the  aid  of  the  bed 
lights  I  could  obtam,  1  was  well  larisficd  that  our  country, 
under  al!  the  circumftanccs  of  the  cafe,  had  a  right  to  take, 
and  was  bound  in  duty  anl  intereft  to  take,  a  neutral  pofi- 
tion  Having  taken  it,  I  determined,  as  far  as  fliould  de- 
pend upon  me,  to  maintain  it  with  moderation,  pcrlever- 
ance,  and  firmnefs. 

"The  confiderations  which  refpeft  the  right  to  hold  this 
conduft  it  is  not  neceflary  on  this  occafion  to  detail.  1  will 
only  obfi  rve,  that  according  to  my  underftanding  of  the 
matter,  that  right,  fo  far  from  being  denied  by  any  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  has  been  virtually  admitted  by  ail. 

"  The  duty  of  holding  a  neutral  condudl:  may  be  inferred, 
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without  anything  more,  from  the  obligation  which  juftice 
and  humanity  impofe  on  every  nation  in  cafes  in  which  ic  is 
free  to  a£l,  to  maintain  inviolate  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  toward  other  nations. 

'*  The  inducements  of  intereft  for  obferving  that  con- 
duct will  befl  be  referred  to  your  own  reflcftions  and 
experience.  With  me  a  predominant  motive  has  been  to 
endeavour  to  gain  time  to  our  country  to  fettle  and  mature 
its  yet  recent  inllitutions,  and  to  make  progrefs  without  in- 
terruption to  that  degree  of  ftrength  and  confiftency  which 
is  neccffary  to  give  it,  humanly  fpeaking,  the  command  of 
its  own  fortunes. 

"  Though,  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  adminiftration, 
I  am  unconfcious  of  intentional  error  ;  I  am,  neverthelefs, . 
too  fenfible  of  my  dcfefts  not  to  think  it  probable  that  I 
may  have  committed  many  errors.  Whatever  they  may- 
be, I  fervently  beftech  the  Almighty -to  avert  or  mitigate 
the  evils  to  which  they  may  tend.  I  (hall  alfo  carry  with 
me  the  hope  that  my  country  will  never  ceafe  to  view  them 
with  indulgence  ;  and,  that,  after  forty- five  years  of  my  life 
dedicated  to  its  fervice  with  an  upright  zeal,  the  fau\s  of 
incompetent  abilities  will  be  configned  to  oblivion,  a*  my felf 
muft  foon  be  to  the  manfions  of  reft . 

"  Relying  on  its  kindncfs  in  this,  as  in  other  things,  and 
afluatcd  by  that  fervent  love  toward  it,  which  is  fo  natural 
to  a  man,  who  views  in  it  the  native  foil  of  himfelf  and  his 
progenitors  for  feveral  generations;  I  anticipate  with 
pleafing  expectation  that  retreat,  in  which  1  promifc  my- 
felfto  realife,  without  alloy,  the  fwect  enjoyment  of  partak- 
ing, in  the  midft  of  my  fellow-citizens,  the  benign  influence 
of  good  laws,  under  a  free  government,  the  ever  favourite 
(jbjeft  of  my  heart,  and  the  happy  reward,  as  I  truft,of  our 
mutual  cares,  labours,  and  dangers." 

•' G.    Washington." 
United  States,  Sep,  17,  1796. 

K  e    3 
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It  was  not  enough  for  the  French  party  to  have 
flicceeded  in  difgufting  the  Prefident  with  the  go- 
vernnient,  they  were  defireus  of  getting  a  fucceflbr 
appointed  who  fliould  be  of  their  own  party;  and,, 
with  this  view,  they  not  only  endeavoured  to  influ- 
ence the  electors  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  but  to 
caft  a  degree  of  odium  upon  the  government  by  rtite- 
rated  complaints  and  threats  of  war.  A  Decree  was 
folemnly  pafTed  by  the  Executive  Dire(5^ory,  and  was 
pompoufly  delivered  by  the  French  Minifter,  Adet, 
to  Mr.  Pickering,  the  Secretary  of  State  at  PhiladeJ- 
phia,  on  the  27th  of  Oflober,  1796. 

DECREE: 

*'  The  Executive  Direftory,  ccnfidering,  that,  if  it  be- 
comes the  faith  of  the  French  nation  to  refpeft  treaties  or 
conventions,  which  fecure  to  the  flags  of  fome  neutral  or 
friendly  powers  commercial  advantages  (if  they  fhould  turn 
to  the  benefit  of  our  enemies,  either  through  the  weaknefs 
of  our  allies  or  of  neutrals,  or  through  fear,  through  inte- 
refted  views,  or  through  whatever  motive)  it  would, /^/& 
faflo,  warrant  the  inexecution  of  the  articles  in  which  they 
were  ftipulated — decrees  as  follows : 

«  All  neutral  or  allied  powers  Ihall,  without  delay,  be 
notified,  that  the  flag  of  the  French  Republic  will  treat 
neutral  veffels,  cither  as  to  coafifcation,  as  to  fearches,  or 
capture,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  fliail  fufFer  the  Eng- 
liih  to  trear  them.' 

"  The  Minificr  of  Foreign  Relations  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  prefent  refolve,  which  fhall  not  be  printed. 
(A  true  copy.)  "  Carnot,  Prefident." 

The  Decree  was  accompanied  by  the  following 
Note,  to  which  the  Secretary  of  State  gave  the  an- 
nexed Anfwer; 
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Note  presented  to  the  American  Secretary 
OF  State  by  Citizen  Adet. 

"  The  underfigned  Minider  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic,  in  conforiTiity  to  the  orders  of  his  Go- 
vernment, has  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  a  PvcTulution,  taken  by  the 
Executive  of  the  French  Republic,  on  the  i  itii  Mtlildor, 
•  4th  year,  relative  to  the  conduft  which  the  (hips  of  war  of 
the  Republic  are  to  hold  toward  neutral  veflTcls:  '  The  flas: 
of  the  Republic  will  treat  the  flag  of  neutrals  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  fliall  fulTcr  it  to  be  treated  by  the  Englilh.' 

"  The  fentiments  which  the  American  Government 
have  manifefted  to  the  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipotenti- 
ary do  not  permit  him  to  doubt,  that  they  will  fee  in  its  true 
light  this  meafurc,  as  far  as  it  may  concern  the  United 
States  4  and  that  they  will  alfo  feel  that  it  is  di(f\attd  by  im- 
perious circumftances,  and  approved  by  juftice. 

**  Great  Britain,  during  the  war  (he  has  carried  on 
againft  the  Republic,  has  not  ceafcd  ufing  every  means  in 
her  power  to  add  to  that  fcourgc,  fcourges  ftii!  more  terrible. 
Shchasroufed  the  well-known  liberality  of  the  Frrnch  na- 
tion to  the  detriment  of  that  nation.  Knowing  hjw  faithful 
France  has  always  been  in  the  obfcrvance  of  her  treaties — 
knowing  that  it  was  a  principle  of  the  Republic  to  refpeft 
the  flags  of  all  nations,  the  British  Government,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  hascaufed  neutral  vcflels,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, American  veffth,  to  be  detained,  taken  them  into 
their  ports,  and  dragged  from  them  Frenchmen  and  French 
property.  France,  bound  by  a  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
could  find  only  a  real  difadvantage  in  the  articles  of  that 
treaty,  which  caufed  to  be  rifpeftcd  as  AiTitrican  property, 
Engli(h  property  found  on  b.uird  American  vtirtls.  They 
had  a  right,  under  this  confideration,  to  expcfl  that  America 
would  have  taken  ftcps  in  favour  of  her  violated  neutrality. 
One  of  the  prcdeceflTors  of  tl»c  underfigned,  in  July  1793, 
spplicd   on  this   fubjift  to  the   government  of  the  United 
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S^a^cs,  but  he  was  not  fuccersFuI.  Nevertheltfs,  the  National 
Convention,  who,  by  their  decree  of  the  9th  of  May,  1793, 
had  ordered  the  fcizure  of  enemy's  property  on  board  neu- 
tral veffels,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  meafure 
fliould  ceale  when  the  Engiifh  fliould  refpeft  neutral  flags, 
had  excepted,  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  the  Americans 
from  this  general  order.  But  the  Convention  was  obliged 
foon  to  repeal  the  law,  which  contained  this  exception  fo 
favourable  to  the  Americans  :  the  manner  in  which  the 
Englifli  conduced  themfelves,  the  manifeft  intention  they 
had  to  flop  the  exportation  of  provifions  from  America  to 
France  rendered  it  unavoidable. 

*'  The  National   Convention  by  this  had    reftored  the 
equilibrium  of  neutrality  which  England   had   deftroyed  ; 
had  difcharged  their  duty  in  a  manner  juftified  by  a  thou- 
fand  paft  examples,  as  well  as  by  the  neceffity  of  the  then 
exiftmg  moment.     They  might,   therefore,  to  recall  the 
orders  they  had  given   to  kize   the  enemy's  property  on 
board  American  velTels,    have  waited   till  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment had  firft  definitively-  revoked  the  fame  order,  a 
fufpenfion  only  of  which   was  produced  by    the  embargo 
laid  by  Congrels  the  26th  of  March,  1794;  butas  foon  as 
they'were  informed,  that,  under  orders  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Jay  was  direfted  to  remonftrate 
againft  the  vexatious  meafures  of  the  Engliih,   they  gave 
orders,  by  the  law  of  the  izthNivofe,  3d  year,  to  the  ihips 
of  war  of  the   Republic  to  refpeft  American  vefTels,  and 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  in  their  explanatory  Refolve 
of  the  14th  of  the  fame  month,  haftened  to  fanftioa  the 
fame  prmciple.  The  National  Convention  and  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Safety  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  l;hat   this 
open  and  liberal  conduit  would  determine  the  United  States 
to  ufe  every  effort  to  put  a  flop  to  the  vexations  impofed 
upon  their  commerce,  to  the  injury  of  the  French  I^epublic. 
They  were  deceived  in   this  hope;  and,  though  a  treaty  of 
friendlhip,    navigation,    and    commerce,   between     Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  had  been  finned  fix.  weeks 
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before  France  adopted  the  meafure  I  have  juft  fpcktn  of> 
the  Englilh   did   not   abandon    the  plan  they  had   ftirmcd, 
and  continued  tofiopand  carry  into  their  ports,  all  Ameri- 
can vtflTcls  bound  to  French  ports,  or  returning  from  them. 
"This  conduct   was  the    fubjeft   of  a  note   which    the 
underfigncd  addr-.ffed  on  the  yrh  Vcndemaire  (i9th  Sep- 
tember, 1793,  O.  S.)  to  the   Secretary  of  State.     The  re- 
monftrances  which  it  contained  were  founded  on  the  duties 
of  neutrality,  upon  the  principles  which  Mr.  JtflFcrfon  had 
laid  down  in  his  Letter  to  Mr,  Pinkney,  dated  the  13th  of 
September,  1794.    Ytt  tliis  Note  hail  remained  without  an 
anfwer,  though   recalled  to  the  remembrance  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  by  a  difpatch  cf  the  9th  of  Germinal>  4th  year, 
(29th  of  March,  1796,  O.  S.)  and  American  vefTels  bound 
to  French  ports,  or  returning  fronn  them,  have  dill  been 
feizcd   by  the  Englith.     Indeed   more;    they   have  avlded 
a  new  vexation   to   thofe   they  had  already  impoi'ed  upon 
Americans :  they   have   imprcffed  fcamcn  from  on  board 
American   vclTcls,   and    have    thus    fuund   tlie    means    of 
flrengthet  i  1^  their  crevvs  at  the  expenie  of  the-  Americans, 
without  •    •.  j^overnment  of  the  United  States  having  made 
known  t.*  the  undcrfigned  the  fteps  they  had  taken  to  ob- 
tain idtivfaftion  fr.r  this  violation  of  neutrality,  fo  hurtful  to 
the  interefi  of  France,  as  the  underfijined  hith  let  forth  m 
his  difpatchcs  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  ilie  gih  of  Ger- 
minal,  4th    year,    (7.9  h  of    March,    1796,    O.  S,)    19th 
Germinal,  (Stii  of  April,    i79^.)  3"^    ni-Flortal,  (zoih 
April,  rytyO,)  which  '•  "  ■    "  11      ■'  without  an  anfwer. 

'•  The   Frencli  ^  •   finds  itftif,  with  re- 

fpc<f\  to    A.r<  i'Ti<-,  in  circiimftanccs 

fiinilar  •     ■  ■'-)■}'■>  ^^"-1  'f  ''  '^^^^  itfclf  obliged 

to  .1  th.m,  an!  neutral   powers  in 

g,  :  of  conduct  they  pLirfucd,  and 

to  ,  the  blame  ftiould  f.dl  upon  the 

Brit'  iiir  conduit  which  the  French 

Govenin  >d  to  follow. 

•'  The  untiti;  :;.  .J  Mj.ufier  Plenipotentiary  conceives  it 
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to  be  his  duty  to  remark  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the 
neutral  governments,  or  the  allies  of  the  Republic,  have  no- 
thing to  fear  as  to  the  treatinent  of  their  flag  by  the  French, 
.fince,  in  keeping  witliin  tbe  bounds  of  thtir  neutralry,  they 
caufe  the  ri^ht  of  that  neutrality  to  be  relpe6ttcl  by  the 
Engiifli,  the  Republic  will  refpecl  them.  But  if,  through 
weaknefs,  partiality,  cr  other  motives,  they  ihoul !  fiifFer 
the  Englifii  to  fport  with  that  neutrilicy,  and  turn  it  to 
their  advantage,  co;;kl  they  then  compljm  if  France,  to  rc- 
ftore  the  balance  of  nturralitv  to  irs  equilibrium,  shall  aft 
in  th<-;  fame  manner  as  the  English?  No,  certainly  ;  for 
the  neutrality  of  a  nation  coni'ifts  in  granting  to  belligerent 
powers  the  fame  advantages ;  and  that  neutrality-uo  longer 
exifts,  when,  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  that  neutral  natioh 
grants  to  one  of  the  belligerent  powers  ac'vantagts  not  iti- 
pulated  by  treaties  anterior  to  the  war,  or  fufFers  that  power 
to  feize  upon  them.  The  neutral  government  cannot  then 
complain,  if  the  other  belligerent  power  will  enjoy  advanta- 
ges, which  its  enemy  enjoys,  or  if  it  feizeson  them  ;  other- 
wife  that  neutral  government  would  deviate  with  refpi  li 
to  it  from  the  line  of  neutrality,  and  would  become  its  enemy. 
"  The  underfigned  Mmifter  Plenipotentiary  thinks  it 
ufelefs  further  to  develope  tbefc  principles.  He  does  not 
doubt  that  the  Secretary  of  State  feels  all  their  force  ;  and 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  maintain  from 
all  violation,  a  neutiality  w  hich  France  has  always  refped- 
cd,  and  will  always  refpeft,  whenever  her  enemies  do  not 
make  it  turn  to  her  detriment. 

"  The  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  embraces 
this  opportunity  of  reiterating  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the 
affurance  of  his  efleem  ;  and  informs  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  will  caufe  this  Note  to  be  printed,  in  order  to  make 
publicly  known  the  motives  which,  at  the  prefentjun£lure, 
influence  the  French  Republic." 

"  Done  at  Philadelphia,  6th  Brumalre,  5th  year  of  the 
French  Republic,  one  and  indivifible,  fivth  of  Oc- 
tober, 1799,  O.  S.)" 
(Signed)  •'  P.  A.  Adet 


>• 


NAPOLEC  •      BUOVAPAKTE.  335 

Answer  to  Crxiztv   Adet's   note  to  tiif.  Se- 

CRETAR  Y   OF   S  i  A  XE. 
SiRi  Dcpartm.nt  of  Sta:e,  Ni'.  \,   1796, 

*'  I  hive  the  honour  to  acknowltdg..  tlu-  receipt  of  your 
Note,  of  the  27th  ult.  covering  a  Dtcree  uf  the  Excrutive 
Dired  ,ry  of  the  French  Republic,  concerning  the  com- 
merce of  neutral  nations. 

"This  Decree  makes  no  diflinflioii  between  neutral  pow- 
ers,  who  can  claim  only  the  Dghts  fccuicd  to  thcin  by  the 
law  of  nations,  and  others  between  whom  and  the  French 
Republic  treatif.  hive  impofed  fpccia!  obligations.  Where 
no  treaties  exifl:,  the  Republic,  by  Ccizing  and  contilcating 
the  property  of  their  enemies,  found  on  hoard  neutral  vcl- 
fels,  would  only  excrcife  an  acknowledged  \'.:}.u  under  the 
law  of  nations.  If  tounr'!  fuch  neutral  nntion^  the  Frcncli 
Republic  has  forborne  tatxercifc  this  ri^ht  the  forbearance 
has  been  perft£tly  gratuitous.  The  United  States,  by  vir- 
tue of  their  treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  flind  on  dif- 
ferent  ground. 

"  In  the  )'.ar    1773,  France   voluntarily  entered  into  a 
commercial  treaty  -with  irs  on  principles  of  pcrfe<^«-  recipro- 
city, and  exprefsly  ftipulatinu'  thatfrfejtiips  Jhould  makf  frre 
goods:   thr(i  is,  if  France  fhculd  be  ax.  war  wich  any  nation 
with  whom  the  Unin-d  States  (houl'-l  he  at  peace,  rht  goods, 
(except  contraband)  and  the  ptrfons  of  her  enemies  (fohlicrs 
in  ailual  fervicc  excepted)  found  on  board  French  vcfTtls, 
were   alfo  to  be   free  from  capture.     That,  on  the  other 
hand.  It  the  U^iited  Starts  (hould  tngigc  in  war  with  any 
nation    while   France  remained  at  peace — then  the  goodi 
(except  contrnhind)    a'-.d  tlie  pctfonsof  her  enemies  (fol- 
dicrs  in  aftual  fcrvice  excepted)  found  on   board  French 
vcffcls  were  alfo  to  be  free  from  •  apcure  :  this  is  p'^iiilv  ex- 
prtffcd  in  the  13d  artic't  of  that  treatv.-ar.d  dcm  >  iftrates, 
tlsat  the   reciprocity  ti;cret)y   ftipulated  w,>!,  to  optraic  at 
different  (>eriods;  tnar  is,  at  one  'inic  in  favoJir  of  me  of  the 
cuntra£l:tig  pa.tits  ar.d  of  ihe  uthcr  ai  aivi'C'  tiie.     At 
the  prcfcnt  time,  the  United  States  tting  at  _.'i  .  i. .  thcj 
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poffefs,  by  the  treaty,  the  right  of  carrying  the  goods  of  the 
enemies  of  France  wirhout  funjefting  them  to  capture.  Bat 
what  do  the  fpirit  of  the  decree  of  the  Executive  Dlre6tory 
and   the  current  of   your   obTervations   require  ?    that  the 
United  States  fbould  now,  gratuitoufly  renounce  this  right! 
And  what  reafon  is  alfigned  for  denying  to  us  the  enjoyment 
of  this  right  r  vour  cwn  v.  ''rd.s  furniih  the  anfwer:  '  France, 
bojaid  by  treaty  to  the  ITnircd  'iyx.zx.^^.,  could  find  only  a  real 
di/advantage  in  the  artirls  of  that  treaty,  which  caufed  to 
be  refpedied  as  American  property  Engiifh  property  found 
on  board  American  veffcis.     This  requifition,  and  the  rea- 
fons   aliigned    to    fupporr   it,   alil^e  excite   furprife.     The 
American  Government,  Sir,  confcious  of  the  purity  of  its 
integrity,  of  its  impartial  obfervance  of  the  laws  of  neutra- 
lity, and  of  its  inviolable  regard  to  treaties,  cannot,  for  a 
moment,  admit,  that  it  has  forfeited  tlie  right  to  claim  a 
reciprocal  obfervance   of   ftipuL-itions   on   the   part    of  the 
French  Republic,  whofe  fricndfliip,  moreover,  it  has  ever 
cultivated  with  perfeft  fincerity.     This  right,  formerly  in- 
frmged  by  a  decree  of  the  National  Convention,  was  recog- 
nifed  anew  by  the  repeal  of  that  decree  ;   why  it  fliouid  be 
again'queftioned  we  are  at  a  lols  to  determine.     We  are  ig- 
norant of  any  new  reltraints  on  our  commerce  by  the  Britifh 
Government;  on  the  contrary,  we  pofiTcfs  recent  official  in- 
formation, that  no  nenu  orders  have  been  ijfued.     The  cap- 
tures made  by  the  Britifii  of  American  veflels,  having  French 
property  on  board,  are  warranted  by  the  law  of  nations:  the 
force  and  operation  of  this  hw  was  contemplated  by  France 
and  the  United   States  when  they  formed  their  treaty  of 
coffimerce,  and  their  ftipulatioii  on  this  point  was  mean    as 
an  exception  to  an  univerfal   rule.     Neither  our  weaknefs 
nor  our  ftrength  have  any   choice  when  the  queftion  con- 
cerns the  obfervance  of  a  known  rule  of  the  law  of  nations. 

"  You  are  pleafed  ro  remark,  that  the  condiift  of  Great 
Britam,  in  capturing  Amtncan  velTcls  bound  to  and  from 
the  French  jiorts,  liad  been  thcfutjedv  of  a  note,  which,  on 
the  29th  of  September,  179  s>  vcJu  addi'ciled  to  the  Secretary 
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of  State,  but  which  remained  without  an  anfwer.  Very  fuf- 
ficien:  reafons  may  be  alfigned  for  omiirion. — The  fubjeft, 
in  all  its  afpefts,  had  been  already  officially  and  publicly 
difcuffcd,  and  the   principles  and   ultimate   meafurcs  of  the 
United  States,  founded  on  their  indifputable  rij^hts,  were 
as  publicly  fixed.     But  if  the  fubjetSt  had  nor,  by  the  pre- 
vious difculfions,  h'  en  already  exhaufted,  can  it  be  a  matter 
of  furprife  that  there  fliould  be  a  repugnance  to  anfvvcr  a 
letter  containing  fuch  infinuations  as  thefc  :   '  It  muft,  then, 
be  clear  to  every  man,  whowill  difcard  prejudice,  love,  ha- 
tred, and,  in  a  word,  all  the  paffions  which  lead  judgment 
aftrav,   that  the  French  Republic  v/ould  have  a  right  to 
complain,  when  the   American  Government  fuSered  the 
Ergli(h  to  interrupt  the  commercial  relations  which  cxift 
between    her  and  the  United    States,  if,    by    a  perfidious 
condefcenfion,   it  permitted  the  Englifh  to  violate  a  right, 
which  It  ought,  for  its  hnour  and  iuiert.f,  to  defend  ;  if» 
under    the   clo,'k  of  Ti-utralisjf    it   prefented    to    England 
a  ("jlgn^rd^  to  cut  the  throat  of  its  faithful  at!y  !   if,  in 
fine,  fiuriaking    m  the  tyrannical  and  homicidal  rage  of 
Crtiil  Britain,  it  toncurud  :o  plunge  the  people  i.f  France 
into  the  horrors  of  famine?'     For  the  fake  of  prc'.crving 
hirm  nv,  fiknre   wns  j- referred  to  a  commint   updu  thefe 
infinuations. 

"  Ycu  arc,  iiifo,  plLaftd  to  refer  to  your  letters  of  March 
and  April  lal',  relative  to  imprtfling  of  American  fcamca 
by  Bririfh  (hip  ,  and  ciniplain,  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  not  nmde  known  to  you  the  ftcps  ihcy 
had  taken_  to  ■M)t.Hin  fatisfaflion.  This,  fir,  was  a  matter 
which  concerned  only  that  government  as  an  indepcadint 
nation;  wc  were  not  bound  to  render  an  ac^'oimt  to  any 
other,  of  the  meafurcs  wc  deemed  proper  for  the  pnitc^tion 
of  our  own  citiitns,  fo  1  ng  as  there  was  not  the  flii^liteft 
ground  to  fufpeift  that  the  guvcrnmer.  t  ever  aiqniclced  in 
any  aggrefiion. 

♦'  But  perinit  me  to  recur  to  the  fubje€t  of  the  decree  •£ 
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the  Executive  Direftory  ;  as  before  obferved,  w«  are  offici- 
ally informed,  that  the  Britifh  government  have  iffued  nd 
orders  for  capturing  the  veffels  of  the  United  States — We 
are  alto  officially  informed,  that  on  the  appearance  of  thtf 
notification  of  that  decree,  the  minifterof  the  United  States, 
at  Paris,  applied  for  information  — *  Whether  orders  were 
iffued  for  the  feizure  of  neutral  veffels  ;    and  was  informed, 
that  no  fuch  order  was   iffucd,  and   further,  that  none  fuch 
would  be  iffued  in  cafe  the  Britifli  did  not  feize  our  veffels.* 
This   communication,    from    tfie  Minifter  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  to  their  Minifter  in  London,  was  dated  the 
aSth  of  Auguft.     But  the  dccre*  of  the   Diredory  bears 
date  the     14th   Mcffidor,   anfwering   to  the  2d  of  July. 
Thefe   circumftances,  together  vvfith  fome  obfervations  in 
your  Note,  leave  the  American  Government  in  a  ftare  of 
uncertainty   of  the  real  intentions  of  the  government  of 
France.     Allow  me  to  alk,  whether  in  the  actual  ftate  of 
things,   our  commerce  is  confidered  as  liable  to  fuffef  any 
new   reftriftinns  on  the  pnrt  of   the  French   Republic  i 
Whether  the  reftraints  now  exercifed  by  the  Bntiih  Go- 
Ternment  are  confidered  as  of  a  nature  to  juftify  a  denial  of 
thofe  rights  which  are  pledged  to  us  by  our  treaty  with 
yournaticn  ?     Whether  orders  have  been  aftually  given 
to  the  fhips  of  war  and  privateers  of  the  French  Republic 
to  capture  the  veffels  of  the  United  States  ?     And  what,  if 
they  exift,  are  the  precife  terms  of  thofe  orders  ? 

•'  Thefe  queftions,  fir,  you  will  fee,  are  highly  intereft- 
ing  to  the  United  States.  It  is  with  extreme  concern  that 
the  government  feels  itfelf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  afking 
an  explanation  of  this  nature  ;  and  if  it  (hail  be  informed, 
that  a  new  line  of  conduft  is  to  be  adopted  toward  this 
country,  on  the  ground  of  the  decree  referred  to,  its  fur- 
prife  vvi.'l  equal  its  regret,  that  principles  fhould  now  be 
queftioned,  which,  after  repeated  difculfions,  both  here  and 
in  France,  have  been  demonftrated  to  be  founded,  as  we 
conceive,  in  the  obligations  of  impartial  neutrality,  of  ftipu- 
at  :onj  by  treaty,  and  of  the  law  of  nations.    1  hope,  fir, 
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you  win  find  it  convenient,  by  an  early  aaiwcr,  to  rsmove 
the  fulpenfc  in  which  the  government  of  the  United  States- 
w  now  held  on  the  quefiions  above  ftated. 

«'  I  (liall  clofe  this  Letter  by  one  remark  on  the  fingu- 
larity  of  your  cauHng  the  publication  of  your  note.  As  it 
concerned  the  United  States,  it  was  properly  addreffed  lo, 
its  government,  to  which  aione  pertained  the  nghl  of  com- 
wunicatiiig  it  in  fiith  time  and  manner,  as  it  ihaii  think  fit, 
to  the  citiscns  of  the  United  States, 
"I  am,  rir,&c. 

*<  Tjmothy  Pickerikg." 
**  To  M.  Adet,  MiniftcT  Plenipotentiary  of  ibc  French' 

Republic. " 
Philudelphia^  Nov.  3,  179*^ 

Whilft  citizen  Adet  wa?  thus  endeavonving  to 
roufe  (he  French  party  in  America,  by  his  inflam- 
matory appeals,  the  Direi'^ory  calculated  fo  ftrongly 
upon  being  able  to  influence  the  elcAion,  and  get 
a  preficient  chofen  from  among  their  friends,  that 
they  refufed"  to  acknowledge  the  ambafTador,  ap- 
pointed by  the  exifting  government,  to  refide  at 
Paris.  They  were,  however,  difappointed,  and 
Mr.  John  Adams,  of  what  was  called,  in  France,. 
the  Engli(h  party,  was  chofen  to  the  chief  magif- 
tracy. 
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Moderation  of  the  new  American  Government.— Ca/t' 
tare  of  American  Veffeh  by  the  French. — MeJ/'rs.  Pinck- 
ney,  Afarfia/l,  and  Gtrry^  fent  to  Paris,  as  Envoys,  to 
adjufi  exifing  Differences  .—'Talleyrand  refufes  to  receive 
them  officially. — They  are  inveigled  into  a  very  fir  ange 
Intrigue.— 'The  Account  they  ftrbl.fied  of  this  extraordi- 
nary TranfaSlion. — The  American  Envoys  quit  Paris  in 
difgiiji. —  Fer?ncnt  in  America  on  the  Ambaffadors  mak- 
ing their  Report. — Enagetic  Language  of  the  Secretary 
Pickering  on  the  Condud  of  the  French  Government. 

]PrINCIPLES  of  extreme  moderation  marked 
the  conduft  of  the  new  American  governmen( ;  and, 
though  the  corfairs  of  France  feized  upon  ail 
American  veffels,  and  condemned  them  upon  the 
moft  frivolous  pretences,  the  Philadelj  hian  Govern- 
ment did  not  make  reprifal,  but  hoped  to  bring  thie 
enemy  to  reafon  by  amicable  negociation.  An 
embafly,  confifting  of  the  envoys  extraordinary,  was 
fent  to  France  in  the  fummer  of  lyqj,  with  full 
powers  10  adjuft  the  dilferences  between  the  two 
governments;  and  the  whole  fpirit  of  their  inflruc- 
tions  were  conformable  to  the  enfuing  paragraph, 

"Confcioiis  incegiity  authorifes  the  government  to 
infid,  that  no  blame  or  ctnfure  be,  diredly  or  indi- 
rcftly,  imputed  to  the  United  States.  But,  on  the 
otlur  hand,  however  exceptionable  in  the  view  of 
our  own  Government,  and  in  the  eyes  of  an  impar- 
tial world  may  have  been  the  conduft  of  France, 
yet  flic  may  be  unwilling  to  acknowledge  any  aggrcf- 
fioiis,  and  we  do  not  wjfli  to  wound  her   feelings  or 
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to  excite  refentmenr.  It  will,  therefore,  be  beft  to 
adopt  on  this  point  the  principle  of  theBritilli  treaty, 
and  '  terminate  our  ditferences  in  fiith  manner,  as, 
wilhoiit  reierring  to  the  merits  of  our  refpeftive 
complaints  and  pretenfions,  may  be  rlie  beft  calcu- 
lated to  prodiKC  mutual  latisfadion  and  good  un- 
derftaiiding.'  " 

Upon  the   arrival  of  the  minifters,  Pincknty, 
Marshall,  and  Gerky   at   Paris,    they   were   to 
obtain  an  audience  ot  the  French  miniiler  for  foreign, 
affairs,     but   they   could  only   obtain   permiilion    to 
pay  him  a  private  vifit  to  deliver  their  fuH  powers. 
Tiiofe  powers  rhe  Miniiler   perufed,  and   put  in  his 
pocket,  but  would  neither  prefent  the  ambaffadors 
tc  the  Direiftory,  or  receive  them  officially  himfelf. 
Alter  the  envoys   had  been   fometime  Uft  to  puzzle 
themfelves  as  to  what  line  of  conduft  the  French 
defigned,  or  that  they  fliould   be  obliged  to  purfue, 
a  perfon  in  a  refpccftable  fituation   (Mr.  W.)  called 
upon  them,  to  teil  them  that  another  rcfpeftable  per- 
fon  (Mr.  X.)  would  call  upon  them;  and  when  Mr.  X. 
did   call,  he  told   them   that   he  was  aatiiorifed   by 
Mr.   Y.  who  was  diret'ted   by   the  minifter  Talley- 
rand, to  inform  them  that  the  Directors  were  very 
angry" with  Amsrica,  but  he  willied   to  bring  about 
a   reconciliation ;  and,    as  they  all    wanted,  pocket- 
money  very   much,    if  the  envoys   would  give  the 
Minifter    50,000!.   to  divide   between   iiim   and   the 
Directors,    and    would  give    32,000,000    of    florins 
fnr   16,000,000   worth  of    Dutch  refcriptions,   held 
hv  France;  he  would  iindcriakc  to  mediate  a  peace, 
:()  appeafe  the  wrath  of  their  Republican  ma- 
The   Americans,  mihacknied   in    the  ways 
^  '■-  '  •'•emrdvcs  to  be  bambooilcd  by 
F  f  ; 
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thefe  unacredited  fwindlers  for  about  ten  days,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  they  were  frequently  told,  that 
the  deftruftion  of  England  was  inevitable;  that, 
therefore,  the  arts  of  that  nation  would  go  over  to 
America,  if  flie  was  wife  enough  to  fecure  the  for- 
bearance of  France;  that,  if  flie  ftionid  be  weak 
enough  to  place  any  reliance  upon  the  friendfliip  of 
England,  the  fate  of  Venice  would  certainly  over- 
take her ;  and  that  they  might  form  fome  opinion  of 
what  would  be  the  confequence  of  provoking  the 
refentment  of  the  Dircftors,  by  the  treatment  that 
the  Portuguefe  ambafTador  had  received  a  few  days 
before.  He,  they  were  told,  had  been  ft  nt  abbiit 
his  bufmefs,  v.ith  the  iiifulting  intelligence,  that  an 
army  frould  follow  upon  his  h.els,  till  it  got  poHef- 
fion  of  the  whole  of  his  country, 

Talleyrand  has  attempted  to  difavow  his  connex- 
ion with  the  inftruments  of  this  intrigue  ;  but,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  art  with  which  it  was  managed 
on  their  part,  and  the  inertnefs  of  the  inciunious 
Americans,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  reconcile  the 
innocence  o'  the  Miniftcr  for  Foreign  Affairs,  with 
bis  having  difpatcbed  Mr.  Z.  juft  at  the  time  when 
the  Envoys  had  refufed  to  treat  with  W.  X.  Y. ;  and, 
when  he  himfelf  makes  the  identical  propofal  to  fill 
the  Dutch  refcriptions, 

it  was  as  the  moment  when  peace  was  firft  con- 
cluded with  the  Emperor,  that  Talleyrand  faw  the 
probable  failure  of  his  fcheme  with  regard  to  the 
bribe  and  the  loan,  and  he  hoped  to  terrify  the  En- 
voys into  fubmiflion,  by  reprefenting  to  them,  in  a 
ftrong  light,  the  new  fituation  that  their  country  was 
placed  in,  in  confequence  of  France  having  her  forces 
difengaged.  The  fubfequent  Narrative  of  theminiUers 
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will  be  ruiricient  to  charaaerife   the  wl.ole  tniiifaa- 

ien: 

"On   the    27th  of   Oftober,  about  twelve  we  receive-] 
another   villt   fiom  M.   X.      He    immediately   meiuiontd 
the  great  event  announced  in  the  paper  ,  and  then  laid,  that 
fome  propofals  from  iis  had  been  cxpcfttd  on  the  fubjeft  on 
which  we  had  before  converfed  ;    that  the  Direftory  were 
becoming  impatient,  and  would  take  a  dtcidtd  ccurfe  with 
regard  to  America  if  we  coulJ  not  fnften  thtm.     We  an- 
fwered,   that  on  that  fubjeft  we  had  already  fpokcn  expli- 
citly, and  had  noihmg  farther  to  add.     He  mentioned  the 
change   m  the  ftate  of  things,  which  had  been  produced  by 
the  peace  with  the  Emperor,  as  warranting  an  expedtation 
of  a  change  in  our  fyfiem  ;  to  which  we  only  replied,  that 
this  event  had  been  expe.ftcd  by  us,  and  would  not,  in  any 
degree,   atfcft   our  conduft.     M.   X.   urged,  that  the  Di- 
reftory  had,   fincc  tl  is  peace,  taken  a  higher  and  more  de- 
cided tone  with  refpcft  to  us  ar.d   all  other  neutral  nations 
than  had  been  before  taken;    that  it  had  been  dcttrmined 
that  all  nations  (hould  aid  ilitin,  or  be  coafidered  aud  treated 
as  their  enemies.     Wc   anfwered,  that  fuch  an  efflft  had 
already  been  contemplated  by  us  as  probable,  and   had  not 
been  overlooked  wiien  wc  gave  to  this  pro;)ofition  cur  de- 
cided anlwer  \  and  further,  that  we  had  no  powers  to  nego- 
CJate  for  a  loan  of  money ;  that  our  government  had  not 
contcmpl.ittd  fjch  a  circiiniftance  in  any  degree  whatever  ; 
that,  if  we  fliould  ftipulate  a  loan,  it  would  be  a  pcrft(5\ly 
void  thing,  and  would  only  deceive  France  and  expofeour- 
felvss.     M.  X.  again  expatiated  on  the  power  and  violence 
of  France  :     he   urged  the    danger  of  our   fituation,  and 
preffed  the  policy  of   fofttning   them,  and  of  thereby  ob- 
taining time.    The  prefent  men,  he  faid,  would,  very  pro- 
bably, r.ot  continue  long  in  power;  and  it  would  be  very 
unfortunate,  if  ihofc  who  might  fucceed,  with  better  dif- 
jwfuion  towards  us,  lliould  find  the  two  nations  in  aftual 
war.     We  anfwered,  that  if  war  fliojld  be  made  on  us  by- 
France,  it  would  bt  fo  obvioufly  forced  on  us,  that  on  a 
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change  of  men,  peace  might  be  made  with  as  much  facility 
as   the  prefent   differences  could  be    accommodated  :    we 
added,  that  all   America  deprecated  a  war  with  Fr*nc# ; 
but  that  our  prefent  fitualion  was  more  ruinous  to  us  thao  a 
declared  war  would  be  ;  that  at  prefent   our  corr.m'^rce  was 
plundered  and  unprotefted  ;  but  that  if  war  was  declared, 
we  fliould   feek  the  means  of   proteflion.     M   X.  faid,  he 
hoped  we  fliould  not   form  a  connexion  with  Britain  ;  and 
we  anfwered,  that  we  hoped  fo  too  ;    that  we  had  nl!  been 
engaged  in  our  revolution  war,  and  felt  us  injuries;  that'it 
had  made  the  deepeft  impreflion  on  us ;   but  that,  if  Franc-c 
fliould  attack  vis,  we  muft  feek  the   beft  means  of  feif-de- 
fcncc.     M.  X.  again  returned  to  the  fubjc£t  of  money  : 
faid  he,  "  Gentlemen,  you  do  not  fpeak  to  the  point — it  is 
money:   it  is  expected  that  you  will  ofF^r  money" — We 
faid  we  had  fpoken  to  that  point  very  explicitly  :  we   had 
given  an  anfwcr.  "No,"  faid  he,  "you  have  not;  what  is  your 
anfwer  ?"   "We  replied,  it  is  no  ;  no  ;  not  a  fixpence."  He 
again  called  our  attention   to  the  dangers  which  threatened 
our  country,  and  afited,  if  it  would  not  be  prudent,  though 
v»e  might  not  make  a  loan  to  the  nation,  to  intcrcft  an  in- 
fluential friend  in  our  f;ivour.      He  faid,  we  ought   ^o  con- 
fuler  what  men  we  had  to  treat  with  ;  that  they  difrcgarded 
the  juftice  of  our  claims,  and  the  rcafoning  with  which  we 
miglit   fupport  them  ;  that  they  difrcgarded  their  own  co- 
lonies ;  and  confidered  thcmfelvcs  as  perfectly  invulnerable 
with   refpeft  to  us  ;    rhat  we  could  only  acquire  an  intcreft 
among  them  by  a  judicious  application  of  money;  and  it 
was  for  us  to  confider,  whether  the  fituation  of  our  country 
did    not    require  that  thefe   means  fliould  be  refortcd  to, 
We  obfcrved,  that  the  conduft  of  the  French  Government 
was  fuel)  as  to  leave  us  much  reafon  to  fear,  that,  ihoulti  we 
give  the  money,  it  would  efTeft  no  good  purpofe,  and  would 
not  produce  a  juft  mode  of  thinking  with  refpeft  to  us.  He 
faid,  that,  when  we  employed  a  lawyer,  we  gave  him  a  fee, 
without  kntywing  wnether  the  caufw  would  be  gained  or  no; 
IjUt  it  was  neccHary  to  have  one,  and  we  paid  for  his  fex- 
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vice"!,  \vhcthcr  ihjfe  itrvics  \<rcrc  fjcccfsfiii  or  not:  lo,  in 
the  prcfcni  ftstc  of  things  the  money  murt  be  aJvaoctd 
for  the  gooJ  ofSres  the  inc'.ivi  Imh  were  t.»  render,   what- 
r»er   might  be  the  efi\eJ  of  t note  g.K>d  oSces.     We  told 
him,  there  was  no  paral  el  in  the  cafes  ;  tbui  a  bwyer,  not 
•being  to  reader  the  a^ljudgment,  could  not  command  luc- 
cefs:    he  could  onlveni'iavcur   to  obssin    i  ;    and,   conJe- 
quenr'y,  \*e  c^uld  onlv  pav  him  for  his  endeavours:  but  the 
D.reftoxy  could  decide  oa  the  iffue  of  out  negvxiation.      It 
had  only  to  order  ihit  ro  mf^re  American  veffcls  ihould  be 
ftizfd,  and  to  direft  thofe  now  in  curtody  to  be  reftored, 
and  there  could  be  no  cppofition  to  the  order.     He   laid, 
that  all  the  members  of  the  Direftory  were  not  d'fpofed  to 
receive  oar  money:  that  Merlin,  for  inftance,  was  paid 
from  another  qmrter,  arid  would  touch  no  part  of  the  dou- 
ceur whi.h  was  to  come  from  us.  \Vc  replied,  rh^t  we  under- 
fto.-d  that  Merlin  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  t!;e  privateei-s  ; 
and  he  n«>dded  an  affeni  to  the  Ut\.     He  proceeded  to  preU 
this  fubjeftwith  vad   perlcvcrence.     He  told  lu  ihit  wc 
paid  money  to  obtain   pcice  with  the  Algerircs  and  wi:h 
the  Indians  ;   and  that  it  was  doing  no  more  to  p..y  France 
for  peace.    To  this  it  was  aI■lfv^ered,lhat  when  ourgovern- 
iTientcommencid  a  treaty  with  either  Algiers  or  the  Indian 
tribes,  it   w.«  undsrUooi  that  moTiey  wjs  to  form  the  bafts 
of  the  treaty,  and  was  its  elVcntul  article  ;  that  the  whole 
nation  knew  it,  and  was  prepared  to  expeA  it  as  a  thing  of 
courfi  ;  but,  that  in  treating  with  France,  our  g>)vernm<.nt 
had  fupj^ofcd    that  the  projyifuion,    fuch  as  he   fp  kc   of, 
would,  if  made  by  us,  give  mortal  offtnce. 

«'  He  allied,  if  our  g>>ver«ment  did  not  know,  tliar  no- 
thin!»  was  to  be  obtained  here  yith  ut  money?  W'c  rc- 
pFied,  that  »'ur  gmcrnmeut  h.id  not  evtn  I.  i^^ttl^cd  Un.h  a 
ftHtcof  th'.ngs. —  lie  apper-.d  tuppriledat  i;,  and  laid.t'.H-rc 
\vM  not  an  American  in  Pari*  who  c  uld  not  have  given 
that  information.  We  toL  him  that  the  letter*  of  our  Mi- 
I  i\kr  had  indicated  a  very  contrary  temper  in  the  i;overn- 
ment  of  Franct,    and  ha.!  rcprtlcntrd  it  as  a;";io/  cntiicly 
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Upon  principle,  atidas  feeling  a  vgry  pure  and  difintereftefi 
affeftion   for  America.     He   looked  fomewhat   iurpriled, 
and  faid,  brilkly,  to  General   Pinckney  ;  "Well,  fir,  you 
have  been  a  long  time  in  France  and  in  Holland — what  d«' 
you  think  of  it?"     General  Pinckney  aufwered,  that  he 
confidered  M.  X.  and  M.  Y.  as  men  of  truth,  and  of  con- 
fequi^nce,  he  could  have  but  one  opinion  on  the  fubjeft,^- 
He  dated  that  Hamburgh  and  other  ftates  of  Europe  were 
obliged  to  buy  a  peace  ;  and  that  it  would  be  equally  for 
our  intereft  to  do  fo.     Once  mere  he  fpoke  pn  f he  danger 
of  a  breach  with  France,  and  of  her  power,  which  nothing; 
could  rtfift.     We  told  him,  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for  ^^ 
to  deny  her  power,  or  thefolicitude  wc  felt  to  avoid  a  eon<» 
teft  with  it  i  that  no  nation  eftimated  her  power  more 
highly  than  America,  or  wilhed  more  to  be  on  amicable 
terms  with  her;  but  that  one  ohjeft  was  ftill  dearer  to  u>' 
than  the  friendlliip  of  France- — which  was  our  national  io- 
dependtnce  :  that  An?er.ica  bad  taken  a  neutral    ftation;. 
fte  had  a  right  to  take  it;  no  nation  had  a  right  to  force  us 
out  of  it ;    that  to  lend  a  fum  of  money  to  a  belligerent 
power,     abounding  in    everything  requifite  for  war  but 
money,  was  to   relinquilh  our  neutrality,  and  take  part  in 
the  war ;  to  lend  this  money  under  the  lalh  and  coercion 
of  France,  was  to   relinquilh  tke  government  of  ourfelves, 
and  to  fubroix  to  a  foreign  government  impofed  upon  us  by 
force  ;  that  we  would   at  leaft  make  one  manly  flruggle 
before  we  thus  furrendered  our  national  independence  ;  that 
our  cafe  was  different   from  one  of  the  minor  nations  in 
Europe;  they  were  unable  to  maintain  their  Independence^, 
and  did  not  expcft  to  do  fo :    America  wp§  a  greatj-and,, 
fo  far  as  concerned  her  felf-defence,  a  poweirful  nation  ^ 
ihe  was  abld"  to  maintain  her  independence;  and  muft  de- 
ferve  to  1  oCe  it,  if  flie  permitted  it  to  be  wr.efted  from  her  ; 
that  Fiance  and  Britain  had  been  at  war  for  near  fifty  years 
of  the  laft  hundred,  and  might  probably  be  at  war  fpr  fifty 
years  of  the  century  to  come;  that  America  had  no  motives, 
which  could  aiduce  her  to  involve  herfc)f  in  thofc  warsj. 
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3nc!  that  if  llic  now  prcferved  her  neutrality  and  her  in- 
dependence, Tt  was   moft  probable  that   (he  would  not  in 
future  be  afrai«l,  as  fhe  had  been  for  four  years  pad  ;  but 
if  fhe  now  furrendered  her  rights  of  felf-government  to 
France,  or  permitted   them  to  be  torn  from  her,  fhe  could 
not  expc(ft  to  recover  them,  '■■r  to  remain  neutral  in  any- 
future  war.     He  faid  that  France  had  lent  us  money  dur- 
ing our  Rcrolution  war,  and  only  required  that  we  (houlJ 
now  exhibit  the  fame  friendfhip  for  her.      We  anrwered, 
that  the  cafes  wtre  very  different :  that  America  Iblicited 
A  loan  from  France,  and  left  her  at  liberty  to  grant  or  rc- 
fufe  it ;   but  that  France  demanded  it  from  America,  and 
left  us  no  choice  on  the  fubjecV.     We  &\i'o  to'.d  him,  there 
was  another  difference  in  the  cafts;  that  the  money  was 
lent  by  France   for  great  national  and  French  objefts  ;  if 
wa4  lent  to  maim  a  rival,  and  an  enemy  whom  (he  hated  ; 
that  the  money,  if  lent  by  America,  would  not  be  for  any 
American  objcfts,  but  to  enable  France  to  extend  ftill  fur- 
ther herconquefts.     The  convcrfation  continued  for  nearly 
two  hours;  and  the  public  and  private  advance  of  money 
was  prefTcd  and  rcpreffcd  in  a  variety  of  forms.    At  length 
M.  X.  faid  that  he  did  not  blame  us ;  that  our  determina- 
tion  was  certainly  proper,   if  we   could   keep  it  :  but  be 
fliowcd  decidedly  hii  opinion  to  be  that  we  could  not  keep 
it.     He   faid  that  he  would  communicate,  as  nearly  as  he 
could,  our  converfation  to  the  Miniftcr,  or  to  M.  Y.  to  be 
given  by  him  to  the  Mmiftcr  ;  we  are  ntit  certain  which. 
We   then    fcparated.     On  the   22!   of  Oflobtr,  M.  Z.  a 
French  gentleman,  of  rcfpeftable  th.inftcr,  informed  Mr. 
Gerry,  that  M. Talleyrand,  Minifter  of  Foreign  Relations, 
who   profelTed   to  be   well    dif[>ofed  towards   the    United 
States,  had  expected  to  have  fctn  the  American  Minifters 
frcqucntiv  in   their  private  cafacitics,  and  to   have  con- 
ferred with  them   individually  on  the  ob^t '^s  of  their   mif- 
fton  ;  and  had  autiiorifed  M.  Z.  to  make  this  communica- 
tion to  Mr.  Gerry.   The  latter  fcnt  for  his  colleagues,  atid 
•  conference  was  held  with  M.  Z.  on  the  fubjcil,  iti  which 
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General  Pinckney  and  General  Mariliall  exprefftd  cbtir 
opinions,  that,  not  being  acquainted  with  M.  Talleyrand, 
they  could  not  with  propriety  call  on  him  ;  but  that,  ac-^ 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  France,  he  might  expert  this  of 
Mr.  Gerry,  from  a  prcvi  ms  acquaintance  in  America. 
This  Wr.  Gerry  reluctantly  complied  with  on  the  23d, 
and,  witij  M.  Z.  called  on  M.  Talleyrand,  who  not  being 
then  at  his  office,  appointed  the  28th  for  the  interview. 
After  the  firft  in-odu6^tion,  ?.T,  Talleyrand  bcgaa  the  con- 
ference. He  faid,  that  the  Dirtftor)  had  pafftd  an  arrete, 
which  he  ofFi-rtd  foi'  pcrufal,  in  which  they  had  demanded 
of  the  Envoys  an  explanntion  of  Ibme  parts,  and  a  repara- 
tion for  otht'S,  "f  the  Piefidenc's  fpeech  to  Congrtfs  of 
the  i6ih  <jf  Mr  y  laft  ;  he  was  fenilble,  he  faid,  that  diffi- 
cuhies  would  exi<i  on  ;he  part  uf  tlic  Envoys,  relative  to 
the  demarid  :  but  that  by  rheir  off-ring  money,  he  thought 
he  could  prevent  the  ti^icX  of  the  arrete.  M.  Z.  at  the 
rcqueft  of  Mr.  Gerry,  having  ftated  the  Envoys  have  no 
fuch  powers;  M.  Talleyrand  replied,  they  can  in  fuch  cafe 
take  a  power  on  themfelve?  ;  ai'd  propofed  that  ihey 
fhould  make  a  loan.  Mr.  Gerry  then  addrcffcd  M.  Tal- 
leyrand dilHnftiv,  in  Englifh,  which  he  faid  he  underftood, 
and  ftated,  that  the  unebfinefs  of  the  Direflory,  fefnliing 
from  :lie  Prefidenc's  fpeech,  was  a  fubjedt  unconntfted 
with  the  ohjefts  of  the  miffion  ;  that  M.  Barras,  in  his 
fpeech  to  Mr.  Munroe,  on  his  recal,  had  exprcffed  himfclf 
in  a  manner  difpleaftng  to  the  Government  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  ;  that  the  Prefident,  as  the  Envoys  con- 
ceived, had  made  fuch  obfervations  on  M.  Barras's  Speech 
as  were  necefi'ary  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  United 
States  ;  that  this  was  not  confidered  by  our  government  as 
a  fubjeft  of  difpute  between  the  two  nations  j  that,  having 
no  inftruftions  refpei5ling  it,  we  could  not  make  any  expla- 
nations, or  reparations  relating  to  it ;  and  that  M.  Tal- 
leyrand  himfclf  was  fufficiently  acquainted  with  theconfti- 
tutionof  the  United  States  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
thefe  obfervations. 
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"  Mr.  Gerry  further  dated,  that  the  powers  of  the  En- 
voys, as   they  conceived,   were   adequate  to  the  difcuflion 
tnd  adjuftment  of  all  points  of  real  ditference  between  the 
two  nations  ;   that  they  could   alter  and  amend  the  treaty, 
or,  if  neceflfary,  form  a  new  one  ;    that  the  United  States 
were  anxioufly  dcfirous  of  removing  all caufes  of  complaint 
between  themfelvts  and    France,   and   of  renewing  their 
former  friendfliip  and  iniercourfe  on  terms  which  would  be 
mutually  honourable  and  beneficial  to  the  two  nations,  but 
not  on  any  other  terms  ;  that,  as  to  a  loan,  we  had  no  powers 
whatever  to  make  one  ;  that  if  we  were  to  attempt  it  we 
ihould  deceive  himfclf  and  the  Direftory  likewife,  which, 
as  men  of  honour,  we  could  not  do ;  but  that  we  could  fend 
one  of  our  number  for  indruftions  on  this  propofition,  if 
deemed  expedient,  provided  that  the  other  objefts  of  the 
negotiation  could  be  difciiiTed  and  adjufted  ;  that,  as  he  had 
expreffied  a  dcfirc  to  confer  with  the  envoys  individually, 
it  was  the  wifh  of  Mr.  Gerry  that  fuch  a  conference  fliould 
take  place,  and  their  opinions  thus  be  afcertained,  which  he 
conceived  correfponded   with  his  own   in   the  particulars 
mentioned.     M.  Talleyrand,  in  anfwer,  faid,  he  fhould  be 
glad  to  confer  with  the  other  envoys  individually,  but  that 
this   matter  about  the  money   muft  be    fettled    diredtly, 
without  fending  to  America  ;  that  he  would  not  commu- 
nicate the  arrCte  for  a  week  j    and  that  if  we  could  adjuft 
the  difficulty  refpefling   the  fpeech,  an   application  would 
nevcrthelefs  go  to  the  United  S-atesfor  a  loan.     A  courier 
arrived  at  this  moment  from  Italy,  and  M.  Talleyrand  ap- 
pearing impatient  to    read  the   letters,  Mr.   Gerry  took 
leave    of    him   immediately.     He    followed    to  the   door, 
and  dcfired   M.  Z.  to  repeat  to   Mr.  Gerry  what   he,  M. 
Talleyrand,  had  faid  to  liim.     Mr.  Gerry  then  returned  to 
his  quarters  with  M.  Z.  took  down  the  particulars  of  this 
interview,  as  before  ft?ted,  fent  for  Generals  Pinrknty  and 
Marshall,  and  read  u  to  them,  in  the  prefence  of  M.  Z.  wha 
confirmed  it.     Generals  Pinckney  and  Marfljall  then  dc« 
VOL.   lil.— MO.    XXAIV.  c;   g 
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jfired  M.  Z.  to  inform  M.  Talleyrand  that  they  had  nothing 
to  add  to  this  conference,  and  did  not  vvifli  that  the  arrets 
mioht  be  delayed  on  their  account." 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  detail  the  whole  fyflem  of 
chicanery  th.it  the  minifters  fuffered  until  they  took 
the  refolution  to  hear  no  more.  MelTrs.  Pickering 
and  MarQiall  refufed  to  continue  in  Fiance  after  the 
infuking  treatment  that  they  had  received  during  four 
months,  and  in  February  1798  returned  to  America. 
Mr.  Gerry  waited  the  orders  of  his  government,  and 
was  recalled,  after  having  expofed  himfelf  to  be 
inveigled  by  Talleyrand's  profeffions  of  peculiar 
efteem. 

A  general  ferment  took  place  in  America  when  the 
Report  of  the  ambafladors  was  laid  before  the  legifla- 
tive  bodies,  and  the  government  made  every  prepara- 
tion for  maintaining  their  right  by  war  ;  the  French 
party  was,  however,  fnfficiently  fliong  to  throw  con- 
liderable  obflacles  in  the  way,  and,  nothwithflanding 
the  ftrong  proofs  to  the  contrary,  to  perfuade  a  great 
part  of  the  people  that  the  Diredory  were  defirous  of 
peace. 

There  perhaps,  never  was  a  ftronger  inflance  of  a 
foreign  power  direfting  the  affairs  of  a  ftate  againfl 
its  own  government  and  intereft  than  this.  The 
honour  and  independence  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  {lability  and  integrity  of  the  government,  de- 
manded the  punifhment  of  the  infults  that  had  been 
offered  to  the  Minifters ;  but  a  bafe  and  daftardly  at- 
tachment to  peace  deprived  the  people  of  their 
underflandlngs  and  prepared  them  to  believe  the 
falfehoods  circulated  by  the  emifTaries  of  France. 
Still  the  government  afTumcd  a  pofture  of  defence  : 
General  Wafliington  was  called  to  take  the  command 
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of  the  army,  ^n^^  a  nav^I  force  was  ordered  for  the 
proieiflioii  of  tlie  rrade.  The  refiilt  was  well  ftated 
by  the  fecretary,  Pickerirrg,  in  a  report  bid  before 
Congrefs,  wherein  lie  obferves,  that,  ''After  America 
had  borne  a  ii:;ig  kries  of  infults  and  injuries  with 
pnticnt  endurance,  the  Government  of  France  c\- 
peded  its  final  fubmillion."  '«  Our  refil^ance,"  he 
adds,  "  has  excited  its  furprife,  and  has  certainly  in- 
creafed  its  reientrhent — Witli  fome  foothiiig  CMpref- 
fions  is  heard  the  voice  of  wounded  pride— Warmly 
profeffing  its  defire  of  reconcilation  it  gives  no  proof 
of  its  fincerity;  but  proofs  in  abundance,  demonftrate 
that  it  is  not  fincere.  From  ftanding  ereft,  and  in 
that  commanding  attitude  requiring  implicit  obedi- 
ence, cowering,  it  renounces  fome  of  its  unfounded 
demands.  But  I  hope,  we  fliall  remember,  "that  the 
tiger  crouches  before  he  leaps  on  his  prey." 

There  was  evidently  no  want  of  acrimony  between 
the  two  governments,  but  their  diftance  prevented 
them  from  being  brought  into  contaft  with  each  other, 
and  the  conteft  ended  in  a  war  of  words. 
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CHAPTER    XXITL 

State  of  Affairs  in  France  under  the  Dire  dory. — tn- 
trigues  of  M.  Talleyrand.— 'ConduSl  of  the  returned  Emi- 
grants.— Hojies  of  the  exiled  RoyaUj7f.-—Jhe  Fallacy  of 
their  E.xjiedations.  from  their  imfiolitic  Condn^ — Their 
forlorn  Condition. — Difajipointmenfs  f  the  Parties  in 
the  War, — Motives  and  Manoeuvres  of  the  Englijh  Go- 
vernment to  effeB  a  Union  betiueen  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland — Money  Matte:  s. 

JPARIS,  under  the  DIreiSory,  became  the  centre  of 
intrigues,  the  mofl  unprincipled  and  corrupt,  and  the 
features  of  ftern  Republican  juflice  degenerated  into 
fmiles  of  fycophancy  and  favouritifm.  Monfieur 
Talleyrand  Ptrigord,  ex-bifliop  of  Autun,  evinced 
a  ftrong  prediledion  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of  prieftly 
government,  and  foon  attached  to  him  a  private  fynod 
of  his  ancient  friends,  who  demonftrated  a  grateful 
.  willingnefs  to  pay  before-hand  the  fervices  he  was 
about  to  do  them,  by  a  difcreet  expofition  and  ul'e 
of  Solomon's  Proverb — "  Money  anfwereth  all 
things."  The  emigrant  priefls  and  nobles,  who 
had,  in  vain,  fued,  in  the  name  of  juftice,  for 
permiffion  to  return  to  their  country  now  found 
the  way  fmoolhed  by  the  cupidity  of  the  oily-tongued 
minifler  and  his  fpeculating  matters.  The  fuiFer- 
ings  which  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  had  borne,  had 
reduced  many  of  them  to  very  humiliating  circum- 
ftances,  and  though  great  numbers  of  them  received 
fmall  penfions  from  the  governments  where  they  had 
taken  refuge,  it  was  defirable  to  return  home  upon 
any  terms.  Numbers  of  them  took  meafiires  for 
turning  the  vices  of  the  government  to  their  o\rn 
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account,  and  the  proper  application  of  money  pro- 
cured the  erafure  of  their  names  from  the  lifts  of  emi^ 
grants. 

The  family  of  the  late  King  augured  favourably 
for  their  caiife  by  thefe  events,  but  they  difplayed 
as  little  judgment  in  this  as  in  any  other  inftance.  It 
was  a  love  of  felf,  and  a  very  natural  love  of  felf,  that 
induced  thefe  emigrants  to  flee  from  the  long  luffer- 
ing  they  had  endured,  to  feek  for  reft  and  tranquillity 
in  the  bofom  of  their  country  ;  and  it  was  not  in  the 
nature  of  things  that  any  great  number  of  thofe 
perlons  would  again  expol'c  themfelves  to  more  fe- 
vere  or  even  fimilar  fufferiugs  in  a  hopelefs  adven- 
ture :  yet  the  princes  of  that  family,  and  the  courts  to 
which  they  were  allied,  dreamed  and  conftantly 
dreamed,  of  counter  revolutions  being  effected  by 
means  of  thefe  emigranLs.  It  was  argued  that  the 
crimeb  of  the  governments  afforded  them  opportuni- 
ties of  adducing  proofs  of  its  w  ickeduefs  to  the  people, 
and  interefting  them  in  its  overthrow;  but  it  was 
forgotten,  that  each  individual  emigrant  had  an  in- 
terell  in  concealing  thofe  crimes,  and  the  moment 
of  their  expofure  would  dcftroy  the  validity  of  his 
pafl'port. 

There  was,  however,  another  inftance  of  miflakcn 
policy,  which  was  much  more  latal  to  the  Bourbons, 
and  rendered  their  caufe  perfectly  hopelefs,  which 
was,  a  rtfolution  maintained  both  by  them  and  their 
adherents,  to  diflurb  all  the  pollefiions  that  had  been 
made  in  confequcncc  of  the  revolution,  and  to  reftore 
all  the  lands  to  their  true  owners.  A  m(>re  impolitic 
determination  could  not  have  been  entered  into,  as  it 
united  ailexiftingintercfts  againft  the  relloraiion,  and 
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fthll  limited  their  means  to  limple  conqueft,  which  had 
fo  repeatedly  failed.  Partial  dilhii  bances,  however, 
ftill  continued  in  the  Weftern  departments,  and  two 
celebrated  chieft,  Frotte  and  Georges  contrived  to 
keep  a  powerful  army  of  Royalifts  together,  who 
fought  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVIII.  This  prince 
had  found  an  afylum  in  the  dominions  of  Ruffia  ; 
his  brother,  the  Count  Artois,  and  fome  of  the 
other  princes  had  taken  refuge  in  Great  Britain,  and 
fome  of  the  family  refided  in  Germany,  fo  that  they 
fcarcely  retained  the  femblance  of  a  court.  The  Allies 
difregarded  them  in  their  treaties  for  peace,  and  the 
war,  which,  in  its  commencement,  was  pretended  to 
be  undertaken  for  their  intereft,  had  proceeded  far 
enough  to  (hew  that  the  Combined  Powers  had  ufed 
that  family  as  a  mere  flalking  horfe,  without  defign- 
ing  to  fecure  for  them  a  fingle  colony,  a  fingle  fhip  of 
their  navy,  or  any  indemnification  whatever.  Many 
of  the  fincereft  Royalifts  became  politically  a  ttached  to 
the  Republic  from  this  confideration,  without  futfer- 
jnf  themfelves  to  be  hurried  further  by  their  felf  love 
than  a  prudent  attention  to  all  the  circumftances 
warranted,  and  hopes  were  encouraged  by  the  Bour- 
bons and  their  friends,  from  want  of  refolution  to 
abandon  them,  itiore  then  from  any  reafonable  ground 
whereon  they  could  reft. 

All  the  parties  who  had  originally  commenced  the 
war,  had  now  feen  the  ohj(6ts  flee  before  them  for 
which  it  had  been  undertaken.  The  Bourbons  were 
all  become  fubjeAs  in  foreign  countries,  inftead  of 
ellablifliing  an  unlimited  defpotifm  in  their  family ; 
the  Allies,  who  had  calculated  upon  the  dlfmember- 
ment  of  France  were  now  content  to  acV  purely  upon 
the  defenfive,  and  deemed    themfelves   more  than 
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happy  if  they  could  fecure  the  integrity  of  their  own 
dominions,  and  the  French   inftead  of  giving  liberty 
to  the  ftates  whofc  governments  they  had  infulced  and 
attacked,  had  increaled  the  arbitrary  power  of  thofe 
governments,    and    even    exchanged    the   fpirit    of 
liberty,   which   they  had  themfelves  once  pofTefTed, 
for  a   tyranny  the   moft  unbliifliing  and    ofFenfive. 
Amidft  the  convulfion,  the  Directory  kept  up  the  me 
iiace  of  invafion  againft  England,  and  the  attention 
of  that  power  continued  to  be  occupied  in  flrengthen- 
ing  itfelf  in  cafe  of  attack.     As  a  mean  of  confolida- 
ring  its  power,  the  Englifli   Government  exerted  its 
endeavours  to    unite    the    legiflalive   authorities    of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  one  body.     The  policy 
of  this  mcafure  was,  by  giving  equal  interefl  to  all 
parts  of  the  empire  to  unite  all  in  its  defence,  and  it 
would  he  fortunate  for  mankind  if  Government  were 
always  actuated  by  views  equally  wife  and  equitable. 
This  objecl  was  elfc<fled  by  the  adminlftration   of 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  we  are  the  more  happy  in  being  able  to 
acknowledge  its  merits,  as  there  are  fo  few  of  the  afts 
of  that  adminiftration  which  we  think  entitled  to  praife. 
It  muft  not,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that  becaufe  the 
meafure  was  both  wife  and  juft,  the   good  citizens 
of  either  London  or  Dublin  futfered  it  to  pafs  with-  , 
out   oppofition.     It   was    fuggt-fted   by   tlic  minijier, 
and    fuch   was   the   unhappy    fpirit    that    iiad    gone 
abroad  in  thofe  times,   that  great   multitudes  of  peo- 
ple both  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,   acqiiiied  the 
title  of  patriots,  for    no  other  reafon,  tiian   becailfc 
they   quarrelled  with   every  thin.,  that  the   niinifter 
did,  whether  it   were  right  or    wrong.     The  people 
of   Ireland  were    told,    that,    if  i  leir   reprefcntatives  ' 
met  at  London  inllcad  of  Dublin,  tht-y  would  be 
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ruined  beyond  recovery.  They  had,  it  was  acknow- 
ledged, fiiffered  al!  the  horrors  of  diirention  and  dif- 
cord,  but  they  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing  all 
thefe  horrors  were  their  own  ;  they  would,  on  the 
contrary,  if  the  Union  were  to  take  place,  Lave  to 
charge  their  misfortunes  upon  a  parliament  fitting 
in  another  country  ;  and,  after  fubmitting  to  fuch  in- 
delible difgrace,  they  might  bid  farewell  to  ail  ideas 
of  independence.  Independence  was  the  catch- 
word, and  as  foon  as  the  Foxites  in  England  fent  it 
abroad,  it  flew  round  Ireland,  from  borough  to  bo- 
rouo^h,  like  the  alarming;  intelligence  of  a  fall  in  the 
market  price  of  votes ;  and  all  the  independent  mem- 
bers, and  all  the  freemen  who  carried  on  the  trafnc 
of  felling  feats  in  Parliament,  fet  up  a  univerfal 
Ihout,  that  the  liberties  of  Ireland  ivere  in  danger 

The  Foxites  of  London  and  the  buyers  and  fellers 
of  Dublin,  imagined  that  they  were  greatly  embar- 
rafling  the  miniftrv,  by  the  obftacles  that  they  threw 
in  the  way  of  this  plan  ;  but  Pitt,  who  was  in  the 
fecret,  only  laughed  at  them,, for  he  knew  that  he 
could  buy  up  all  the  patriotifm  that  annoyed  him, 
and  prove  to  the  good  citizens  that  they  had  only 
been  acting  the  part  of  puppets  in  the  hands  of 
more  cunning  knaves  than  themfelves.  Much  cre- 
dit has  been  given  to  Lord  Caftlereagh,  who  was 
appointed  principle  operator  in  condu(!^ing  this 
intrigue,  for  the  adroitnefs  with  wliich  he  fmoothed 
down  the  difficulties  as  they  arofe  ;  but  thofe  praifes 
have  been  very  undefervedly  beflowed ;  the  noble 
Lord  required  no  talent  fuperior  to  what  is  necef- 
fary  lo  a  hut  klter  at  a  fair.  The  great  parliamentary 
leaders  of  Ireland,  found  that  they  could  bring  their 
interell  to  a  better  market,  if  they  threw  difficulties 
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in  the  way  of  the  minifter,  than  if  they  fairly  acknow- 
ledged the  propriety  of  the  meafine ;  and  hence 
they  clamoured  againft  the  innovation  as  injurious  to 
fheir  country.  To  manage  this,  the  Lord  of  the 
Intrigue  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  make  the  heii  bar- 
gain he  could;  and,  accordingly,  (as  was  lately  de- 
clared in  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  as  foon  as  he 
had  dillributed  a  fufficient  quantum  of  penfions  and 
reverfions  amongft  them,  they  flied  their  tender  love 
of  Ireland  as  a  lobfter  cafts  its  (hell,  and  they  agreed 
to  vote  for  the  Union,  as  the  only  meafure  capable 
of  faving.(he.  Einpire  ! 

Whilfl'the  Englifli  Government  wasarming  againft 
its  enemy  in  this  way,  a  filent  and  irrefiftible  foe 
was  preparing  to  attack  it,  by  means  that  were  inca- 
pable of  being  countera<^fd.  The  prefliirc  of  the  war 
ana  the  demand  for  money  had  been  fo  great  in  Eng- 
land for  four  or  five  years,  that  the  capitalifts  hardly 
knew  how  (o  be  extravagant  enough  in  their  demands 
for  the  loan  of  their  wealth.  The  intereft,  or  hire, 
or,  as  it  might  properly  be  called,  the  rent  of  money, 
became  fo  liigh,  that  the  nation  could  at  one  time  only 
get  .£'47  fterliug  for  J!  100  ftock,  thus  rendering 
itftlf  liable  to  pay  ui)wards  of  forty  rtiillingi  in  the 
pound  for  the  principal,  befides  upwards  of  fix  per 
cent  for  its  hire  !  The  mifchievious  confcqucnces  of 
this  career  were  (o  obvious,  that,  Mr.  Pitt  took  the 
refolution  of  raiCnga  great  pnrt  of  the  fupplies  within 
the  year  by  tax-.s,  inftead  of  loans.  As  a  meafure  of 
finance  this  was  an  aft  of  prudence,  but  it  brought 
a  fudden  preflur;  upon  the  people  that  reduced  them 
to  gieit  inconvenience  ai.d  diOrcfs.  The  luddeii 
Itvy  of  this  cxtraorduiary  dcm'^nd  raifcd  the  price 
of  all  commodiiies  beyond    thtir  ufua!   price,  and 
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excited  a  belief  among  the  trading  part  of  the 
people,  that  the  prices  would  rife  to  an  enormous 
height  ;  this  perfiiafion  induced  nimibers  of  fpecu- 
lalors  to  lay  out  ail  the  property  that  they  could 
mufter  in  the  purchafe  of  corn,  and  promoted  the 
very  high  prices,  u  hich  would  not  have  exifted  but 
for  its  own  et^orts.  The  fpeculative  principle,  v/hich 
is  innocent  enough,  nay  highly  ufeful,  in  a  com- 
mercial country,  was,  in  this  inuance,  converted  into 
a  fcourge  of  the  moft  affiiclii.g  kind  to  the  nation,  by 
the  facility  with  which  fiditious  capitals  were  raifed 
and  converted  into  corn  ;  not  for  the  purpofe  of  fup- 
plying  the  wants  of  the  country,  but  of  withdrawing 
it  from  the  ufe  of  the  people,  to  (lore  it  up  till  it  could 
fetch  the  higheftpoffible  prices.  Paper  currency  was 
created  to  an  enormous  amount,  by  the  confidence 
that  commercial  men  agreed  to  repofe  in  each  other, 
and  accomodation  bills  pafled  from  hand  to  hand 
with  all  the  value  attached  to_  them  of  fterling  gold, 
and  the  ftorers  of  corn  were  enabled  to  keep  their 
flocks  from  market  without  the  leaft  inconvenience. 
Provifions  of  all  kinds,  by  thefe  means,  became  ex- 
'  ceffively  dear,  and  the  Government  found  it  extremely 
difficult  tofupprefs  the  refentment  of  the  people. 

The  French' Government  had  polTefled  an  advantage 
in  financial  affairs  which  gave  it  a  decided  fuperiority 
over  its  antagoniils,  for  it  had  contrived  to  make  the 
chief  burden  of  the  war  fall  upop  other  countries,  as. 
will  appear  by  the  following  enumeration. 
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/".Sterling. 


56,094,000 

239,200 
34,949,3co 


ENUMERATION 

f)f  the    CONTTRIBUTIONS,  CoNFISCATfON'S,    and'^f.. 

QUisiTiONs,  by  the  French,  on  the  Countries  conquered 
by  them, 

Livrcs. 
Territory  of  his  Imperial 

Majefty 1.402,350,000 

Ditto  of  his  PruflTian  Ma- 

jefty 5,980,000 

Holland 873,745,000 

Various  territories,  from 
Holland  to  Alface  ;  par- 
ticularly the  CO  intry 
between    the    Mofclle, 

Meufe,     and   Rhine —  145,780,000 

Triers 6,120,000 

Palatinate  12,462,000 

Deux  Fonts 4,455,000 

Suabia 57,758,408 

Dutchy  of  Bergen 2,464,000 

The      Empire  ;      ftcond 

Campaign 464,061,375 

Wirtemburg 13,031,100 

Bavaria 16,970,000 

Baden 3»34S»ooo 

Milan,  or  CiCipline    Re- 
public    s  34,000,000 

Sardinia  ;     a  confidcrable 
traft  of  territory 

Modena 10,400,000 

L  ucca 5 ,000,000 

Parma 3,850,000 

Naples 150,000 

Genoa 4,000.000 


5,^31,200 
244,800 
490,4^0 
178,200 

4.310,337 
93,560 

18,562,455 
521,244 
678,800 
131,800 

1 1,360,000 


416,000 
200,000 
154,000 
6,000 
160,000 


Carried  over     3,315,921,883  ^132,634,876 
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Livres.  £.  Sterling. 

Brought  forward     3,315,921,883  132,634,876 

Tufcany •.  ..             8,000,000  320,000 

Imperial  territory 

Venice 172,045,788  6,881,832 

Spain 30,000,000  i,2co,ooo 

Portugal 36,000,000  1,440,000 

Switzerland 10,300,000  412,000 

Hamburg 7,000,000  280,000 

Bremen  and  Lubec 3,000,000  i20,ooy 

Total 3,582,267.671    .£143,288, 70S 


■^ 
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CHAPTER     XXIV. 

Interejiing  Particuiars  regarding  Buonaliarte.— Anec- 
dote of  his  Gtntrofity   to  the  Hojlages  of  the  Emjitvor, — 
His  Contemjit  of  the  Orders  of  the  Liireflory.—Hii  iirt- 
ta/fility  of   Temjter  during  the  Dijcuffions   at   Leoben.—^ 
An  Infance  of  his  Defre  of  Conquejl^   infolding  Gentili 
to    take  Poffefjion  of  the  Greek  JJlands. — Marchef^    the 
Singer,  ordered  to  quit  yiilan^for  not  accejiting  an  Invita- 
tion  oj-   ^Indame    Buona/iarte. — Buenafiaite  procures   a 
patriotic  Italian   Nobleman  to  be   Shot. — f'arious  Inci- 
dents which  occurred  during   the  Journey   of  Euonaka^te 
from   Italy    to    Paris. — Kefemhlance    betxoeen   him   and 
Alexander. —  Fctt  prepared  for  him   at  Laifanne. — .S/«- 
gular  Ohfervation    of  a    Sivifs    Youth   to  BuoKaparte.— 
Converfation   of  Buonaparte  rjith   a   Szuifs   Landlord.-^^ 
Anecdote  of  him  and  Count   Ferzen.-^His  RefneEi  for 
military  Authority.^-I  he  intercfiti^  Ceretftor.v  of  Buona- 
parte's Prefentaiion  to  the  DiietHury. — His  Speech  to  the 
Dire^ors. — Conclufon  of  .'he  Eiitenaim.ifnt .—Hi:  Elec- 
tion as  a  Member  of  the   National  Injtitute. — His  Con- 
dufl  at   the   Anniverfary  of   the  ixji  of  Januaty.'-^hk- 
fomcnefs  of  his  Situation  ivhilji  ii£  remained  at  Piiris. 

-In  an  elai^orate  Hiftoiical  Work,  which  comliiiirt 
many  tedious  atui  ilefuUory  details,  a  recaniiulatvon 
of  fafls  is  frequently  requifite,  that  the  intHn^rr  may 
no:  be  biirtluncd  hy  a  long  con;inii<-d  uttellion  cf 
events,  and  that  the  attention  may  be  fjxed  on  tlic 
more  important  tranractions  that  are  rccortitd  :  Imt, 
it  is  unncctlliiry  to  adoj)t  this  mode  in  the  :>rck;'t  in- 
f^ance,  becaufe  iti  principnl  circunitlances  are  ftroiigijr 

\  OL.   ill. —  NO.   XXXV.  «   }i 
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characterized  by  their  connexion  with  each  others, 
and  becaufe  it  has  been  endeavoured  to  heighten 
the  charader  and  import  of  thefe  circumflances,  by 
bringing  them  forward,  and  placing  them  in  the 
moft  Ilriking  points  of  view,  and  thus,  to  prefent  a 
fcene  in  which  the  relative  pofition  of  each  object  is 
effential  to  the  effetH:  of  the  whole.  In  the  compo- 
Ction  of  a  pidure  the  artift  firft  /ketches  the  moft 
prominent  features,  becaufe  they  are  the  effential 
conftituent  parts  of  his  defign  ;  and,  if  his  outline  be 
drawn  with  a  due  regard  to  the  rules  of  his  art,  a 
fingle  glance  will  aftertain  the  fubjeft,  and  the  in- 
tended effeft  will  be  produced.  To  improve  the  pic- 
ture, he  arranges  his  fubordinate  objeds,  fo  as  to 
give  the  moft  accurate  idea  of  the  whole. 

In  proceeding  to  fketch  the  biography  of  Buona- 
parte, the  rapid  fucceffion  of  important  events  have 
not  afforded  an  opportunity  of  offering  lo  the  atten- 
tion fome  fafts  which,  notwithftanding,  are  necef- 
fary  to  be  noticed ;  they  occurred  from  time  to  time 
under  various  circumflances,  and  in  different  fitua- 
tions ;  and  they  are  now  introduced  to  illuflrate  the 
charafler  and  condu6t  of  the  Hero. 

It  is  related,  in  proof  of  the  hberality  of  Buona- 
parte, that,  when  the  preliminaries  of  Leobtn  were 
figned,  the  Emperor  fent  three  of  tb€  principal  no- 
bility of  his  court  as  hoftages,  and  that  Buonaparte, 
having  invited  them  to  dine  with  him,  faid  to  them 
on  the  deifert  being  brought  in,  "  Gentlemen,  you 
are  free.—- Tell  your  Maftet  that  if  his  imperial  word 
rtquirf s  a  pledge,  you  cannot  ferve  as  fuch  ;  and,  if 
it  reqi'i.e  none,  that  you  ought  not.'' 

Biioiiaparce's  impatience  of  controul  was  often 
mani/efted  during  the  period  he  held  his   appoint- 
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menr  of  the  Directory.—  At  the  time  when  he  com- 
menced  the  negociations  which  were  concluded   by 
the  Peace  of  Leobeii,   he   had   determined    not   to 
return  to  Paris  till  he  might  appear  there   with  the 
double  eclat  of  a  conqueror  and  a  pacificator.     He 
remained   at    the   calfle  of    Paireriano,    near  Udina, 
aiul  in  Itaiy,  till  the  treaty  was  figned.     He  liad  fre- 
quently been  recalled    by  the  Diredory,  but  he  al- 
ways negle<^ed   to  notice  their  orders,  and  began  to 
Ihew  a  degree  of  haiiteiii*  which  little  correlponded 
with    his  former  appartrnt    modeRy  ;   he  refviied  to 
accept  any  generals  into  his  army  whom  he   did   not 
approve,  and  fent  home  o<ily  fo  much  of  the  contri- 
butions levied  in  Italy  as  he  thought  proper. 

During  the  difcufTions  at  Leoben  his  irritability 
of  tem[)er  often  fliewed  itfelf.  He  was  always 
treated  with  the  greatefl  deference  by  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries, but  he  was  frequently  fo  much  chagrined 
by  the  tedioufnefs  of  German  forms,  that  he  be- 
haved to  them  very  cavalierly  :  finding  the  firft  arti- 
cle of  the  propofed  Preliminaries  to  contain  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  French  Republic,  he  exclaimed 
with  indignant  warmth,  "  The  French  Republic  is 
like  the  fun  in  the  firmament,  and  blind  are  they 
who  do  not  acknowledge  its  fplendour."  The  ar- 
ticle was  immt-diattly  erafed.  At  one  time  having, 
upon  fome  account  or  other,  fuppofeu  that  his  col- 
league* had  not  treated  the  Republic  with  fufficient 
relpeft,  or  l.flened  with  fufhcicnt  attention  to  his 
propofals,  he  took  u[)  a  china  jar,  that  flood  near 
biin,  and,  daQiiiig  it  on  the  ground,  exclaimed, 
*•'  Since  you  provok*  me,  thus  will  1  reduce  you  to 
powder."  The  Marquis  de  Gallo  conducled  him- 
fclf  with  the  greatcfl  addrcfs  and   prudence,  and  li> 
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much  did  he  dread  left  the  petulance  of  Buonaparte'j. 
temper  might  put  an  end  to  the  negociations,  that, 
one  day,  when  the  French  General  had  haflily 
quitted  the  room  in  a  pet,  he  ran  after  him,  but 
not  being  able  to  overtake  him,  faid,  obfequionfly,  to 
one  of  his  aides-de-camp,  "  Tell  him,  however, 
that  I  followed  him  to  his  carriage."  Another  day, 
gfter  a  very  Jong  debate,  Buonaparte  faid  with  great 
warmth,  "  Well  then,  I  will  carry  my  anfwer  to 
Vienna." 

flis  love  of  conqueft  may  be  obferved  in  the 
pains  that  he  took,  after  he  had  revolutionized  Italy, 
to  take  pofleffion  of  the  Greek  Ifles  that  had  be- 
longed to  the  Republic  of  Venice.  He  fent,  from 
jthence,  a  fmall  fieet  with  a  handful  of  troops  on 
i?oard,  commanded  by  General  Gentili;  and  his  let- 
ter to  the  Diredory,  giving  an  account  of  the  fuc- 
ceffi  of  th^  expedition,  contains  fome  curious  parti- 
culars, and  fiiews,  ^t  the  fame  time,  how  much  he 
W33  flattered  by  conquering  in  the  name  of  the 
^reat  Nat'oi),  thofe  inconfiderable  iflands,  which  are 
ijp  (Celebrated  ia  ancient  lore.  The  following  is  an 
extr^r  from  hi«  difpatch  : 

♦•  X.he  loth  Meffidor,  our  troops  landed,  and  were 
received  o:\  fliore  by  an  immenfe  crowd  of  people, 
who  teftiiied  their  joy  by  fliouts  of  enthufiafm,  fuch 
a*  never  fails  to  animate  thofe  who  recover  their 
|ibe^-ty.  At  the  head  of  the  people  was  their  Papa, 
or  firft  minifler  of  religion,  a  well-informed  man, 
and  feemingly  very  old  ;  he  came  up  to  General 
Gentili,  andaddrefled  him  in  thtfe  words — 'French- 
men, you  will  find  in  this  ifland  a  people  extremely 
ignorant  of  thofe  arts  and  fciences  which  iiluftrate 
other  nations  ;  but  defpife  them  not  oii  th#t  account. 
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they  may  one  day  become  again  what  they  were  be- 
fore. Lean),  in  reading  this  book,  to  refpe(ft  them.' 
The  General  opened  the  book,  with  great  curiofity, 
which  the  Papa  had  prefented  to  him,  and  was  not 
a  little  furprifed  to  fee  that  it  was  the  OdylTey  of 
Homer. — The  iflands  of  Zante,  Ce'phalonia,  and 
Sr.  Maure,  have  expielled  the  fame  ardent  wiflies 
for  liberty,  and  hope  that,  under  the  proted^ion  of 
the  Great  Nation,  they  will  recover  their  long-loft 
arts,  fciences,  and  commerce., 

The  following  anecdote  has  been  inftanced,  as  a 
memorial  of  Buonaparte's  rcfentment  of  an  affront.. 
Its  authenticity  however  is  dubious.  The  celebrated 
finger  Marchefi,  who  refided  at  Milan,  neat' which 
place  he  had  lome  property,  was  invited  by  Madame, 
iiuonapartc  to  dinner,  when  he  was,  no  doubt,  ex- 
pected to  enttrtain  the  company  with  his  charming 
voice;  being  a  great  ariftocrat,  he  refiifed  the  invi- 
tation ;  it  was  re[)eated,  and  he  refufed  again  ;  Buo- 
naparte- feni  his  commands  for  him  to  attend  ;  he 
perfifted  in  rchifing,  and  foon  after  received  an  order 
to  quit  Milan  in  ten  hours.  After  he  had  fet  out,  he 
received  another  meflage,  ordering  him  to  retire  to 
his  conntry-honfe,  about  thirty  miles  from  Milan,  for 
fix  months.,  he  remained  there  for  that  lime,  iKider 
a  guard  of  fix  fokliers,  whom  he  was  obliged  to 
maintain  at' his  own  expenfc. 

A  traveller  of  unqiiertionable  impartiality  (Mr. 
Holcrofc,)  who  has  lately  furniflicd  a  very  interefling 
wo  k  Oil  ttij  fratf  of  fociety  and  manners  at  Paris, 
from  his  own  ct)fv-rvations  during  a  rtfzdence  in  that 
in<rlro];oli^  and  towinn-  Englilh  literature  is  indebted 
for  kvcral  woijis  iliat  will  ever  b^  highly  ertt'.in(.d. 

H  h  3 
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by  that  part  of  the  public  whofe  admiration  of  talent 
and  liberality  of  fentiment  are  fuperior  to  prtjiidice, 
has  related  a  faft  that  cannot  better  be  given  than  in 
his  own  words: 

•'  I  occafionally  met"  fays  he,  "  feveral  Italians 
^at  Paris)  moft  of  them  people  of  rank,  and  feme  who 
liad  been  high  in  office  :  they  all  fpoke  of  Buona- 
parte with  bitternefs;  and  related  tales,  which,  if  true, 
Should  prove  him  to  have  been  a  treacherous  tyrant 
at  the  time  he  began  to  command  in  Italy. 

"  When  Buonaparte  iirft  came  to  Milan,  profeffing 
himfelf  the  deliverer  of  a  once  great  people,  but  now 
and  long  fince  miferably  enchained  by  prieftcraft 
^nd  petty  defpotifm,  thofe  who  earneftly  defired  the 
emancipation  and  the  happinefs  of  their  county  re- 
ceived him  with  open  arms.  One  of  them,  a  Milanefe 
nobleman  of  great  influence,  devoted  his  whole  means 
and  power  to  the  caufe,  which  he  fuppofed  the  French 
fmcerely  intended  to  promote  ;  and,  for  that  purpofe, 
in  giving  aid  to  Buonaparte,  by  whom  he  was  then 
treated  vvith  the  moft  flattering  diftinftion. 

<'  This  nobleman  had  none  but  virtuous  motives 
for  his  conduft ;  and  he  was,  too  foon,  convinced  that 
it  was  not  for  the  caufe  of  freedom  which  Buona- 
parte, and  the  armies  of  France  fought :  the  avarice 
of  individuals,  the  plunder  of  rich  and  poor,  and  the 
worft  of  motives,  which  flielfiflmefs,  egotifm,  and 
national  vanity  could  infpire,  were  daily  more  and 
more  apparent. 

<'  After  fome  reverfe  of  fortune  which  the  French 
fuftained  in  Italy,  Buonaparte,  once  more,  came  to 
Milan;  and  the  indignant  patriot,  inftead  of  again  pro* 
moting  the  views  of  the  Conqueror,  openly  upbraided 
him  with  his  want  of  good  faith,  his  total  derelidion 
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from  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  the  atrocities  commit- 
ted or  countenanced  by  him.  The  alfront  was  un- 
pardonable. To  reprove  a  man  who  had  armies  at  his 
command,  though  it  (hewed  a  noble  and  virtuous  for- 
titude, the  loyal  Milanefe  foou  found  was  a  fatal 
ftep  :  Buonaparte  caufed  aim  to  be  feized,  put  him 
under  a  guard,  and  fent  accufations  of  him  to  the 
Directory,  accompanied  by  pretended  proofs  that  lie 
was  a  traitor  lo  freedom  and  to  France.  The  jcnd  of 
this  tragedy  was,  the  death  of  the  Italian  ;  he  was  Oioi ! 
and  the  paffions  of  his  enemy  were  fliewn  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  prcfent  and  ominous  to  the  future. 

"This  account  I  had  from  a  man  of  rank  and 
honour,  an  Italian,  who  afllired  me  he  abfohuely 
knew  all  that  he  had  related  to  be  true. 

*'  The  remembrance  of  the  depredations  committed 
by  the  French,  or  theii  Chief,  in  Italy,  will  not 
quickly  die  away." 

Any  obfervation  upon  this  incident  would  be  im- 
pertinent. 

Buonaparte's  journey,  on  quitting  Italy,  was  tnarked 
by  fome  intcrcfting  occurrences 

He  fct  out  with  the  fimple  equipage  of  a  private 
gentleman,  attended  by  two  generals,  two  aides-de- 
camp, a  fecretary,  and  a  phyfician.  At  Geneva  he 
dined  with  the  French  Rcfulent,  and,  having  been  ex- 
pe('ted  for  fome  time,  relays  of  horles  were  waiting 
for  him,  on  the  road,  and  immenfe  crowds  of  people 
were  all  in  earneft  cxpe(ftation  to  behold  him.  At 
Mondon,  where  he  flept  the  night  before,  he  had  been 
received  with  great  honors  by  the  celebrated  Colonel 
Weifs,  the  bailiff  of  the  place,  a  man  well  known  by 
his  political  and  philofo[)hical  writings,  by  his  zeal, 
aud  by  his  prolouiid  adnuratiou  oi  Buunapaitc.  Near 
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Avenche  hi?  carriage  broke  down,  and  he  was  obhVed 
to  walk  for  forr.e  miles.  One  among  the  crowd  of  fpec- 
tators  who  airenibled  to  fee  him,  thus  fpeaksof  him  : 

"  I  had  an  opportunity  of  being  very  near  to  bim^ 
and  he  feemed  to  me  always  to  be  talking  to  thofe 
around  him  as  if  he  was  thinking  about  fomething 
elfe:  he  has  the  mark  of  great  fenfe  in  his  counte- 
nance, and  an  air  of  profound  meditation,  which  re- 
veals nothing  that  is  paffing  within;  he  feems  con- 
flanlly  big  with  deep  thought,  which  wiil,  fome  day  or 
other,  influence  the  deftinies  of  Europe.  A  bnrgcfs  of 
Morar,  a  man  abour  five  feet  ten  inches  high,  obferved 
with  aftonifliment  the  figure  of  the  General.  'How 
fmall  a  ftature  for  fo  great  a  man  !'  cried  he,  !nud 
enough  to  be  heard  by  one  of  the  aides-de-camp; 
•  He  is  exaftly  the  height  of  Alexander,'  faid  fome 
one.  *  Yes,'  faid  the  aid-de-camp,  '  and  that  ia  not  the 
only  trait  of  refemblance.'' 

"  At   Faubroun,  a  little  village,   nine   miles  from 
Berne,  he  fupped  with  a  large  party,  who  had,  out  of 
cuviofity  and  refpc6t,  accompani-^d  his  train  ;  and  after 
that  he  went  on  to  Soleure.     All  the   towns  through 
which  he  pafled  in  the  night  were  illuminated.     At* 
Bafle  he  flopped  fome  hours,  walked  round  the  town, 
and  received  a  long  and  fulfome   addrefs  from  the 
burgomafter.  In  paffing  through  Laufannt,  thev  had 
prepared  a  great  fete  for  him,  which  he  did  not  feem 
to  enjoy  ;  three  citizens  ftu>p]  ed  his  carriage  uad  pre- 
fente;d  to   him  three  young   women,   wlio  repealed 
fome  fine  complimentary  verfes,  which  th.)  had  got 
by   heart;  an  immenfe  crowd  aficmblcd  about  him,    ^ 
and   teftified  great  joy   by  their   fliouts  and  acclama- 
tions.    Ke  i  anked  them   wiih  great  good   humour 
but  feemed  to  have  more  need  of  lleep  than  of  com- 
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j)liments  :  he  appeared,  indeed,  everywhere  to  fliew 
a  profound  contempt  for  popular  opinion  and  popular 
applauie.  He  fpoke  very  little  to  ftrangers  through 
his  whole  journey,  and  feemed  to  be  fenfible  that 
every  word  he  faid  would  be  noted." 

Tlie  government  of  Beroc  had  feut  a  deputy  to 
him  at  Milan,  who  accompanied  him  on  his  journey, 
3nd  had  a  fon  with  him,  a  boy  about  thirteen  years 
old,  and  of  very  quick  parts,  much  above  his  age. 
Buonaparte  feemed  always  very  fond  of  talking  to 
him.  He  found  him  one  day  with  a  map  of  SwilTer- 
land.  "  What  are  you  looking  at  there?"  faid  the 
General.  "  Some  parts  of  my  own  country  which 
I  am  not  acquainted  with,"  replied  the  Youth.  ''Do 
you  know  that  part  r"  faid  Buonaparte,  pointing  to 
Porentrui.  "  That  does  not  belong  to  us,"  replied 
the  Tiouth.  *'  We  mean  to  give  it  you,"  returned  the 
General.  "  And  wluit  do  you  mean  to  alk  in  ex- 
change r"  faid  the  Boy.  "  Nothing,"  faid  Buona- 
parte, "  we  will  make  you  a  prefent  of  it."  «'  No- 
thing !"  returned  the  Youth,  thoughtfully.  "  J/i  i 
Timeo  Danaos  tt  dona  ferentes."  Buonaparte  im- 
mediately tursed  to  his  father,  and  faid  "  Take  care 
of  the  Boy's  education  ;  he  will  be  no  common  man, 
fome  day  or  other." 

When  he  came  near  to  the  little  village  of  f  au- 
broun,  which  ip  furrounded  with  thick  fir  trcus,  he 
got  out  of  his  carriage  and  walked  to  the  inn, 
gumming  the  tune  of  '■'■Paifiblt  bois."'  He  talked 
very  freely  with  the  landlord,  and  aiked  hm  if  he 
paid  maiiy  taxes  ?  "  No,"  faid  the  man,  "  we  hardly 
know  what  they  arc."  '•  Have  you  no  land  of  your 
own  !*"  Yes,  about  fifty  pounds  a  year."  "Do)  on 
p?y  uo  taxes  fur  thai.'"     "Yes,  the  iythes  and  quit 
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rent,  which  are  no  more  than  the  annual  wages  of  one 
of  my  hufbandmen;    I  reckoned  that  in  the  expenfe 
of  working  my  land,  and  I  paid  for  it  accordingly.' ' 
•*  Does  your  government  levy  no  tax  upon  the  land  ?" 
*'  None"      "  How  then  does  it  pay  its  expcnfes  r" 
"  With  the  produce  of  its  domains,  which  is  not  only 
fiifficient  for  the  purpofe,  hut  leaves  a  balance  every 
year."  "You  are" very  we'l  fatisfied  with  your  govern- 
ment then,  Ifiippofe  ?"   "And  fo  I  ought  to  be,"  re- 
plied the  landlord,   "  with  a  government  which  does 
great  good  to  the  poor  and  no  haim  to  the  rich."*'  If 
all  this  be  true,"  faid  Buonaparte,  turning  to  one  of  his 
officers,  "  tliefe  are  the  happieft:  people  in  the  world." 
Buonaparte,     after   paffing    through   SwifTerland, 
ftopped  at  Raftadt  to  open  the  conferences   t)f  the 
Congrefs,  and  then  proceeded  on  his  journey.  During 
his  fhort   ftay  at  that  place  he  gave  a  fpecimen   of 
what  the  other  powers  of  Europe  had  to  expeft  from 
him   and  the   French  Republic,,  by  his  treatment  of 
Count  Ferzen,  the  envoy  of  Sweden  to  the  Congrefs, 
a  man  well  known  for  his  attachment  to  the  old  coiMt 
of  France  and  his  hatred  to  the  Revolution.     Whea 
he  was  introduced  to  him,  Buonaparte  received  him 
coolly,  but  with  civility,  and  then  alked    what  mini- 
fter  the  Court  of  Sweden  had  at  Paris.   To  which  the 
Count  replied,  with    evident   contufion,    "  None.'^ 
Buonaparte  then  exprefftd  Ms  furprife  that  the  King 
fnould  fend  a  perfon   to  meet  ihe    plenipotentiaries, 
who    was   eifentially  difagreeable    to    every  French 
citizen.     He  remarked,  that  the  King  would  be  much 
offended    if   a   French    miniffer   fhouid    be   fent  to 
Stockholm,  who  had  endeavoured  to  excite  the  peo- 
ple to  infurredion  ;  and,  by  the  fame  rule,  the  French 
Republic  could  not  fuffer  his  Majefty  tcvfend  irica 
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too  well  known  for  their  attachment  to  the  old  court, 
to  face  the  minillers  of  the  firft  nation  on  earth, 
which  well  knew  how  to  preferve  its  dignity.  The 
Count  retired,  much  irritated  and  confufed,  faying, 
"  he  fliould  report  to  his  Majefty  what  he  had  juft 
heard." 

Buonaparte-,  after  his  arrival  at  Paris,  flumned 
every  opjiocaiiily  of  being  noticed:  he  lived  in  a 
fmall  houft  and  retired  ftreet;  he  received  very 
little  company  ;  he  nvoiJed  ail  crowded  places,  and 
never  went  ouc  but  in  a  plain  carriage  with  two 
horles ;  he  dined  fomctimcs  with  the  different  mi- 
nifters  or  Uate,  and  never  appeared  but  twice  at 
any  piiblic  mcet'ng;  in  doing  this,  he  complied 
with  his  natural  (Urpililion.  He  appeared  to  coii- 
tenjn  popular  a[iplaiile,  and  he  avoided  giving  any 
offence  to  the  Dirertory,  who,  before  he  left  Italy, 
had  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  the  army  of 
England. 

.  Tht  policy  of  Buonapartt-  appears  to  have  been,  to- 

gain  popularity  by  feeiniug  to  avoid  it,   by  the  fliew 

of  great  :noueratioii,  and   by  a  public  expreffion  of 

his  avei  lion  to  Jacobin  principles:   he  ilreaded  their 

power  as  a  parly,   though,  as  individuals,  they  were 

fuited   to  his   purpofe.     In  every  inftance  where  he 

has  had  any  opportunity,  Kuonapnrtc-  has  endeavoured 

to    fupi)ri.ls    difi  ufliun    and    frtedom    of    fcntiment. 

The  new   conftitutions  of  Italy  were  framed  almofb 

entirely    bv    hin.fell,   with   as.  little  of   the    popular 

leaven  as  polTibIc;  all  the  firft  iegflators  and  public 

ofHccrs   were   of  hi-^  own  appoinim.  nr,   and  before 

he  k-ft  Milan  he  ordered   all  'he  [.Oj-'iilir  fociciics  to 

be  clof'.d.      He  tonllantly   addietTftl   th.-  military  as 

the  guardians  and  prcfcivcrs  ol  the  dilferent  conlli- 
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tiitions  lie  had  eftablifhed.  The  treaty  of  peace  u-as 
entirely  his  own  framing,  and  he  is  faid  to  have  ad- 
vifed  the  Direiftory  todiminifli  the  force  of  the  coali- 
tion by  making  feparate  treaties  with  the  Allied  Pow- 
ers; he  advifed  alfo,  that  moderate  conditions  fhould 
be  granted  to  the  Emperor  in  order  to  induce  th6 
other  powers  to  treat,  when  they  faw  that,  even  when 
vanqiiiflied,  he  was  not  opprefled. 

The  ceremony  of  his  prefcntation  to  the  Direc- 
tory, when  he  arrived  from  Italy,  was  attended  with 
every  degree  of  fplendor  and  parade.  They  were 
about  to  receive  a  general,  who,  by  his  prowefs  and 
talents,  had  vanquiflied  the  moft  formidable  armies 
ever  fent  into  the  field  againft  France ;  and  who  had 
preferved  the  independence  and  extended  the  power 
of  the  country  againft  a  confederacy  formed  for  the 
utter  deftruftion  of  its  glory. 

The  great  court  of  the  Luxembourg  was  the  place 
chofen  for  this  fuperb  fpeiftacle ;  it  was  covered 
with  an  immenfe  avvning,  and  the  walls  were  deco- 
rated with  hangings  of  ihe  national  colours  and  mi- 
litary trophies ;  at  one  end  was  an  altar  furmounted 
with  ftatues  of  Liberty,  Equality,  and  Peace,  and 
ornamented  with  the  ditferent  ftandards  which  had 
been  taken  from  the  enerhy  ;  on  each  fide  of  the 
altar  were  feats  in  a  femicircular  form,  compofing  a 
vaft  amphitheatre,  and  deftined  for  the  conftituted 
authorities  and  the  conlervatory  of  mufic;  from  the 
walls  were  fufpended  the  colours  of  the  different  ar- 
mies of  the  Republic;  an  immenfe  crowd  lined  the 
court  and  windows  of  the  palace,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring llreets  were  filled  with  thofe  who  could  not 
gain  admittance  witliin  ;  the  air  perpetually  refounded 
with  their  acclamations  and  fliouts  of  joy. 
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At  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  the  found  of  cannon 
announced  the  commencement  of  the  fete,  and  the 
proceffion,  which  confided  of  the  Diredory,  the 
niiniflers  of  ftate,  and  conftituted  authorities,  began 
to  move  from  their  different  places  of  meeting  to- 
wards the  Luxembourg  ;  after  they  had  arrived,  and 
were  all  feated,  the  Prefident  of  the  Diredory  gave 
orders  to  inform  the  foreign  minifters,  the  minifter 
of  war,  and  the  generals  Buonaparte,  Joubert,  anM 
Andreofli,  that  the  Direiflory  were  ready  to  receive 
them.  The  confcrvatory  of  rrLufic  began  a  beauti- 
ful fymphony,  which  was  foon  interrupted  by  the 
found  of  repeated  fliouts,  rending  the  air  with  "Lom?^ 

Jive  the   Republic!" — "  Long  live  Buonaparte  !" 

"Long  live  the  Great  Nation!"  The  noife  con- 
tinued to  increafe,  the  crowd  kept  prefTuio  forward, 
every  eye  i[)arkled  with  cxpe-f.auon  and  curiollty, 
and  turned  towards  the  great  door  :  Bumiaparti  en- 
tered!  the  enthufiafm  of  the  people  increafed,  not  a 
fingle  perfon  wns  filent,  but  all  cried  out,  with  one 
impulfe  and  with  one  accord,  "  The  Deliverer  of 
Italy" — "  The  Pacificator  of  the  Continent." 

Bucnapartt'  now  advanced  with  calmuefs  und  dig- 
nity. It  was  the  mofl  fublime  moment  that  a  mor- 
tal could  experience  ;  the  greatelt  trial  to  the  feelings 
of  a  man  ;  yet  he  fliewcd  the  fame  coolnefs  he  liad 
done  in  the  midfi  of  battle.  He  was  accomj)anied 
by  the  minifter  of  foreign  relations,  the  minifter  at 
war,  and  his  aides-de-camp:  the  mufic  pUyed  the 
Hymn  ro  Lil>erty,  and  every  one  ftood  up  uncovered. 
Wiien  he  iiad  arrived  at  the  ftcps  of  the  altar  he 
was  prefenttd  to  the  Direflory  by  Talleyrand,  in  a 
fj)eech  fuitcd  to  the  occafion  :  after  it  waifiniftied, 
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all  leemed  eager  to  hear  the  Conqueror  of  Italy,  the 
limplicity  and  modefty  of  whofe  appearance  formed 
a  fine  contraft  to  the  grandeur  of  his  fituation,  and 
every  one  prefent  figured  him  at  the  Bridge  of  Lodi, 
at  Areola,  or  Campo  Formio.  A  profound  filencc 
immediately  look  place  while  Buonaparte  pre- 
fented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Diredory  the  Em- 
peror's ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows :— 

*'  Citizen  Directors — The  French  People,  in  order 
to  be  free,  had  to  combat  with  kings ;  to  obtain  a 
conftitution  founded  upon  reafon,  they  had  to  van- 
quilh  the  prejudices  of  eighteen  centuries.  The 
Confticution  of  the  third  year,  and  you,  have  triumph- 
ed over  all  obfiiacles.  Religion,  feudality,  and  roy- 
alty, have  fucceffively  governed  Europe;  but,  the 
peace  wh'ch  you  have  concluded  dates  the  sera  of 
reprefentative  governments.  Yovi  have  organized 
the  Great  Nation,  whofe  vafl  territory  is  circumfcribed 
only  by  the  limits  which  nature  herfelf  hath  placed. 
You  have  done  more.  The  two  moft  beautiful  parts 
of  Europe,  formerly  fo  celebrated  for  the  arts,  the 
fcienccs,  and  the  great  men  which  they  produced, 
fee,  with  renovated  hope,  the  Genius  of  Liberty  rife 
from  the  torhbs  of  their  anceftors.  Thefe  are  the 
two  pedtftals  on  which  the  deftiriies  have  placed 
other  nations.  I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  the 
treaty  figned  at  Campo  Formio,  and  ratified  by  his 
IvTipciial  Majefty.  Peace  gives  the  earneft  of  li- 
berty, Drofperity  and  glory  to  the  Republic.  When 
the  happinefs  of  tlie  French  people  (hall  rcfl  on 
w,e11-forraed  organic  laws,  all  Europe  will  become 
free.'-*' 

Tte  t\€io  bad  fcarcely  finiflied,  when  fiiouts  of 
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acclamation  on  all  fides  I'eemed  to  reach  t!ie  clouds. 
»"  Long  live  tlie  Republic  !" — "  Long  live  Buona- 
parte !"  were  the  general  cry.  The  Prelident  an- 
fwered  him  in  a  vtry  long  fpeech,  and  afterwards 
gave  him  the  fraternal  embrace,  in  which  he  was 
followed  by  the  other  members  of  the  Direiflory, 
and  witneffed  with  great  emotion  by  all  prefent. 
Buonaparte-  defcended  from  the  altar,  and  the  minif- 
ter  of  forei2.1i  relations  conduced  him  to  an  arm- 
chair  which  was  prepared  for  him  before  tlie  diplo- 
maiic  body.  Tiie  confervatory  of  mufic  then  per- 
formed the  Chant  du  Retour,  the  words  by  Che- 
nier,  and  tlie  mufic  by  Mehul.  The  otlier  generals 
were  then  prtkntfd,  in  turn,  and  received,  and  re- 
turned addrefics  fuitable  to  the  occafion  ;  after  which 
fhey  took  their  ditferent  feats,  prepared  for  them  in 
front  of  Buonaparte,  and  the  mufic  played  the 
Chant  du  Depart.  The  DirefVors  then  dilfolved  the 
fitting  and  returned  to  their  palace  with  the  reft  of 
the  procelfion.  The  fpeclators  fainted  Buonapartd 
wiih  the  fjme  acclamations  at  his  departure  as  at 
his  entrance.  A  magnificent  dinner  was  given  at 
the  Luxembourg  to  the  General,  and  an  immenfe 
number  of  civil  and  military  officers ;  the  eve  ning 
concluded  with  a  ball  at  the  houfe  of  the  Minif- 
ter  of  the  Interior,  and  thus  ended  this  aii^.u^  cere- 
mony. 

Buonaparte  at  all  times  affci^ed  the  charaifler  of 
a  man  of  fcicnce  and  a  lover  of  letters;  there  caa 
be  no  ftronger  proof  of  it  than  his  placing  the  title. 
Member  of  the  National  Inflitute,  before  that  of 
Gen.  Til.  At  a  literary  dinner,  given  by  Francois 
de  Ni-ufv-hateau,  he  prttcndcd  to  converfe  with  every 
Icientific  man  in  his  own  line ;  with  Lagrange  and 
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La  Place  he  talked  of  Mathematics ;  with  Sieves  of 
Metaphyfics;  of  Portry  with  Chenier ;  of  Politics 
Avith  Galldis,  and  with  Daiinou  of  Legiflation  and 
Public  Law.  He  afFeifled  in  Italy  to  be  the  patron  of 
letters,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  flourilhed 
much  under  his  protection.  The  day  after  his  no- 
mination to  be  a  member  of  the  Inilitute  in  the 
clafs  of  mechanics,  he  addrefTed  a  letter  to  Camus, 
the  prefident,  in  which  are  the  fame  appearance  of 
modefty,  and  the  fame  refpeft  for  literature  which 
he  had  formerly  fliewn. 

"  Citizen  President, 
The  good  opinion  of  the  diftingiiifhed  men  who  compofe 
the  National  Inftitute  does  me  the  higheft  honour.  1  per- 
ceive, that,  before  I  become  their  equal,  I  mift  be  a  long 
time  their  fcholar.  If  1  knew  one  method  more  expref- 
five  than  another  of  teftifying  my  efteem  for  them,  I 
fliould  employ  it.  The  only  true  conquefts,  and  thofe 
which  leave  no  regret,  are  thofe  which  we  gain  over  igno- 
rance. The  moft  honourable  and  the  moll  ufeful  of  all 
,  employments  is  to  extend  the  bounds  of  human  knowledge. 
The  true  power  of  the  French  Republic  ought,  hence- 
forth, to  confift  in  appropriating  to  itfelf  every  great  dif- 
covery. 

(Signed)  "BUONAPARTE." 

The  fetes  and  dinners  which  were  given  to  Buona- 
parte were,  many  of  them,  fliared  by  his  wife,  parti- 
cularly the  balls ;  he  conftantly  attended  her  to  the 
latter,  and  fliewed  her  every  external  mark  of  re- 
fpecl.  The  fimplicity  of  his  drefs  and  manner 
feemed  pointedly  to  indicate  his  real  grandeur  and 
fuperiorit)  ;  for,  where  every  one  eifc  was  iuperbly 
drelTed,  in  order  to  do  him  honour,  he  himfell  always 
appeared  in  a  plain  coat  and  without  powder. 
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The  ceremony  of  his  inftallation  at  the  National 
Inftitute  was  intended  to  be  kept  entirely  private ; 
yet,  as  the  day  was  putjlicly  known,  the  room  was 
crowded  as  foon  as  it  was  opened  ;  for  wherever  he 
could  be  feen  he  was  never  without  a  crowd.  At 
five  o'clock  the  members  all  took  their  places,  Buo- 
naparte, among  the  reft,  in  a  plain  grey  frock,  the  drefs 
he  generally  appeared  in;  there  was  nothing  parti- 
cular, therefore,  to  point  out  the  man  who  had  fo 
lately  conquered  fo  many  armies,  overturned  lo  many 
ftates,  and  created  (o  many  new  ones.  Neither  his 
flature,  his  manners,  nor  his  drefs,  diftinguiflied  him 
from  the  crowd  ;  and  yet,  from  the  great  eclat  of  his 
name,  he  artrafted  the  notice  of  every  one  prefent : 
the  moment  he  was  difcovered,  the  room  rung  with 
applaufes,  which  were  repeated  whenever  any  allu- 
fion  to  him  occurred  in  any  of  the  fpeeches,  or  any- 
thing which  could  be  applied  to  the  Hero  of  France. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Buonaparte  was  elei^ed 
in  the  room  of  his  friend  Carnot,  who  had  been 
lately  banidied. 

In  J  797,  he  appeared  at  the  anniverfary  of  the 
2ift  of  Janui^ry,  and  there  he  feemcd  afhamcd  of  his 
company  ;  he  was  feaied  among  the  members  of  the 
National  lolVitute  as  a  private  individual,  and  took 
fo  much  pains  to  conceal  himfclf,  by  hanging  down 
his  licad,  and  drawing  hiniftli  together,  that  he  was  not 
perceived  till  ihe  ceremony  was  nearly  concluded.  He 
was  then  cheered  with  loud  and  repeated  applaufes. 

The  marks  of  public  favour,  which  Buonaparte  al- 
ways received  from  the  Parifians,  muft  have  been,  in 
fomc  degree,  pleafing  to  his  muid,  and  have  infpired 
him  wiih  an  additional   confidence  in  any  plans  that 

'  i  3 
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he  might  have  formed  againft  the  Government.   Bur, 
if  he  had  indulged  fuch  views  then,  there  is  ground 
to  think  that  he  was  not  at  eafe,  for  his  fchemes  were 
not  fufficiently  matured  to  be  aded  upon  ;  and  Car- 
not  has  declared,    that  the  Direftory  dreaded    and 
wiflied    to   deftroy  him; — of    this    Buonaparte   was 
aware,  and  he  fecretly  defpifed   them  as   men  and 
envied  them  as  rulers.     Paris  was   not,  therefore,  a 
place  in   whl.h  he   could   long  remain  in  fafety,  if 
even  his  energetic  mind   could   have   concealed  its 
difguft;  befides,   his  policy  required   that  he  fhould 
appear  at  Paris  in  tiie  charafter  only  of  a  private 
citizen.     To  conform  to  the  level  of  the  Merlins, 
the  Frerons,  and  of  the  literary  horde,  and  to  feel 
himfelf  no  more  than  an  equal  of  journalifts,  and 
pamphleteers,  and  lefturers — the  fycophants  of  the 
Dire<ftory,  the  panders  of  the  people,  and  the  quacks 
of  fcience— to  reduce  himfelf  to  fuch  an   equality, 
and,  worft  of  all,  to  be  in  their  power,  was  degrading 
and  humiliating  in  the  extreme,   to  him,  who  had 
over-ran  Italy,    at   the  head   of  the   troops  of  the 
Republic,  who,  when  with  the  army,  was  without  a 
fuperior  and  without  a  rival. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Farther  Particulars  regarding  BuonajiariL — ISI.  Se- 
rizy's  fatirical  Remarks  on  the  Expedition  to  E'^\/it.'-— 
Anecdote  of  Buonajiai  te  by  C'amot. —  On  the  common  Fame 
of  liublic  Charaders  .-^  Anecdote  vf  Buonaparte  from  Pel' 
tier. — Sir  Robert  Jf'ilfon's  Statements  of  the  M  rder  of 
the  Tuikijh  Prfjners  at  Jaffa  and  .the  pcifoning  of  the 
Sick. —  Dr.  Wittman's  Remarks  on  the  fame  Circum- 
fiances. — 5'/r  Robert  VVilfon's  Jujiif  cation  of  his  Nar~ 
rative,  in  Reply  to  the  Com/ilaint  of  th  py  vch  Ambaf- 
fador.'-'EnghJh  Writers  defend  Buonaparte. — Remarks. 

!NoTWITHST  A  NDING  the  diffidence  withwhich 
Buonaparte  feemed  to  receive  the  honours  that  were 
lavidied  upon  iiim  at  different  limcs;  and,  although 
the  literati  had  adopted  him,  and  conferred  upon  him 
the  diftin(ftions  which  they  had  at  thi.r  command,  fe- 
veral  men  of  letters  ridiculed  ihoCe  Savufii  w^o  accom- 
panied him  to  Egypt.  Amongft  other?,  Richer  S^rizy 
declaims,  ia  "ihc  Accrfeutur  Publique,  in  tne  following 
terms : 

"  VV^h.'.t  can  we  think,  of  thofe  prefaded  learned 
men,  knowing  hardly  the  alpliabet  of  romm  n  icnfc  ; 
of  thofc  lamps  of  the  InUitute  !  who,  t'  ...king  they 
were  called  upon  to  complete  thoic  hipji  anl  myfte- 
rious  deftinies,  forgetting  the  unna;  \  fate  m  I'ha- 
raoh's  conjurors,  fet  otf,  with  empty  purfe^,  "n  com- 
pany o\  the  modern  Jafon,  to  ff-arch,  firtf,  for  the 
golden  fleece;  then,  to  chizzle  Alia  with  ihcii  uilents; 
next,  to  build  a  fourth  pyramid,  in  addition  tuthe 
three  extant,  that  their  great  deeds  might  be  trp.nf- 
mittcd  10  poftcrity;  and,  laftly,  to  rebuild,  moft  af- 
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furedly,  in  fifteen  days,  tlie  twenty-two  thoiifand  ci- 
ties of  old  Egypt ;  to  reinflate  the  lake  Meris,  and 
again  to  fet  up  the  bull  A.pia!" 

And,  again,  he  fays  : 

"  If  I  wifli  to  find  out  the  utility  of  fuch  an  extra- 
vagant undertaking,  I  only  fee  the  chimerical  project 
of  fpreading  the  revolution  all  over  Afia.     Who  can 
be  ignorant,  that  the  climate,  the  fanaticifm,  the  cuf- 
toms  and  manners,  render  the  Eaftern  nations  quite 
averfe  to  our  manners  and  cuftoms;  that  it  would 
require  an  infinite  time,  immenfe  Aims  of  money,  the 
philofopher's  ftone,  to  give  life  again  and  to  reunite 
the  dull  of  the  wonderful  Memphis,  fcattered  and  dif- 
perfed  fo  many  centuries  ago?     What  aJvsntare  can 
we  reap  from  having  Cairo  and   being  deprived  of 
forty  thoufand  men  in  our  armies?     But,  they  fay, 
that,  in  time,  it  will  prove  an  excellent  colony  to  us : 
Would  it  not,  then,  have  been  much  better  to  have 
taken  care  of  ours,  fo  valuable,  fo  fruitful,  fo  popu- 
lous, rather  than  to  invade  a  country,  which  we  can- 
not keep  long,  and  inftead  of  abandoning  real  com- 
forts of  life  for  illufive  hopes  ?   Who  does  not  fee,  that 
the  Britifli  Government  has  {o  well  calculated  upon 
the  extravagance  of  fuch  an  enterprife,  that  it  feems 
to  have  been  their  wifli  that  our  army  fhould  land, 
unmolcfled,  on  thofe  diftant  and  barreif  (bores?   In- 
deed, one  would  be  apt  to  believe  it,  wtien  it  is  well 
known,  that  Admiral  Nelfon  was  before  Alexandria 
three  days  before  the  arrival  of  Buonaparte  1  and,  in 
fa(^,  Why  has  he  not  waited  for  him  ?  how  has  he 
mifled  him  at  fea  ?     'I'he  landing  oi  our  army  in 
Egypt,  did  it  not  offer  to  the  enemy  the  confiderable 
advantage  of  removing  the  dangers  which  threatened 
England,  of  lefTeningour  ftrength  upon  the  continent, 
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and  of  engaging,  at  laft,  the  Ottoman  Porte  (the 
dupe  of  her  good  faith,  and  too  faithful  to  her  engage- 
ments) to  fide  vvitn  the  Coalition  againft  the  deltroy- 
ers  of  men  ? 

«♦  And  what  fliall  we  think  of  the  new-fafiiioned 
General,  who,  in  order  to  fucceed  in  his  undertaking, 
a<fls  the  part  of  Alexander,  takes  folly  for  heroifnu 
puts,  gravely,  a  conjuror's  book  in  his  pocket,  pro- 
vitles  hiinfelf  with  orvietan,  with  phofphorus,  with 
inflammable  air,  with  ftutfcd  ferpents,  taken  from  the 
cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  in  order  to  put  them  under 
Pompey's  pillar,  imitating  thereby  the  Serpent  of 
Appollonius  and  Epidaurus;  makes  the  Egyptians 
believe  that  he  is  a  god,  and  perfuades  the  Farifians 
that  the  terrible  and  memorable  battle  of  ChebreilTe 
is  the  battle  of  Abcllts  ?" 

Carnot  in  his  Pamphlet,  publifhed  nearly  a  month 
before  Buonapnrtc's  departure  for  Egypt,  complains 
of  his  ingratituile  towards  himfelf,  to  whom  he  owed 
much  obligation  for  his  elevation  to  the  command  of 
the  army  of  Italy  : 

*'  I  was  fo  perfuaded,"  fays  he,  "  that  it  was  im- 
podible  that  Buonaparte  had  contributed  to  my  pro- 
fcription,  that,  when  he  palled,  on  his  way  to  Raftadt, 
through  a  fmall  town,  where  I  was  for  a  fliort  time, 
I  was  on  the  point  of  fending  him  a  note,  in  order  to 
ask  of  him  a  momrntary  interview;  and,  il  I  del  not 
do  it,  il  was,  becaufe  I  feared  that  1  miyhtpnt  him  to 
foinc  trouble;  for  I  had  never  entcrtaineil  the  fmalleil 
doubt  abinit  his  ^eneiofity.  1  ihrn  let  him  pals,  and 
jllur-iinatcd  my  windows,  as  did  all  the  inhabiiants. 
reli-tiiig,  in  the  j^aycfl  humour,  on  the  whinifii  al 
deOinies  (.f  ni<«iki!iJ.  A  lew  days  aflerwa-ds  I  felt 
extremely  happy  ill  having  aflcil  as   I  did;  when    [ 
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heard,  that,  at  Geneva,  Buonaparte  had  put  under 
confinement  a  banker,  called  Bontems,  only  becaufc 
he  was  fufpeded  to  have  taken  me/rom  Paris  to  Ge- 
neva, after  the  iSth  Fruftidor,  in  order  to  refcuc  me 
from  the  purfuits  of  the  Direflory,  who  fent  out 
whole  battalions  and  artillery  to  find  me,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Paris.  The  fufpicion  was  unfounded;  I 
had  never  feen  Bontems  in  Paris,  and  it  was  not  to 
him  that  I  owed  the  obligation  to  have  taken  me  out 
of  the  frontiers :  the  unhappy  man  remained,  how- 
ever, feveral  months  in  prifon  !  Svich  is  the  account 
I  heard  from  many  perfons,  who  had  feen  him  at 
Geneva,  and  who  had  heard  him  mention  the  fai^  ; 
adding,  that  Buonaparte  was  exceffively  angry,  and 
made  him  the  moft  violent  threats." 

Carnot,   elfewhere,    exprefles   himfelf  very  indig- 
nantly at  the  behaviour  of  Buonaparte  toward  him. 

He  that  is  remarkable  for  having  achieved  any 
great  anions  will  have  many  friends,  from  admiration, 
who  will  panegyrize  him  for  virtues  that  he  never  jDof- 
fefled  ;  and  many  enemies,  from  envy,  who  will  fully 
his  reputation  by  enumerating  crimes,  that  he  never 
committed.  The  one  will  extol  him  as  the  mofi  perfecFV, 
the  other  will  execrate  him  as  the  mojl  depraved  cha- 
rnditer :  the  attributes  which  each  will  afcrihe  to  him 
are  fuperlative,  and  they  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  any 
opinion  that  mav  be  formed  of  him  that  does  not  ei- 
ther reprelent  him  as  a  demigod  or  a  demon.—-"  All 
or  nothing  1"  is  their  cry— not  as  he  is,  but  as  they 
wiQi  him  to  be,  is  their  pidure;  fo,  that,  if  the  good 
qualifications  of  the  individual  be  merely  moderate, 
they  will  be  magiufied  to  perfeaion  by  his  friends  ; 
and  his  vices  and  his  follies,  however  venial,  will  be 
fo  exaacrerated   by  his  enemies,  that,  if  he  had  the 
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moft  fiacere  dirpofKion  to  repair  his  faults,  "  detrac- 
tion will  not  let  iiim"  even  acknowledge  them,  for  tear 
of  the  evil  appearance  that  malice  would  give  to  his 
firft  flep  towards  reform.  Unfortunately,  thcfe  par- 
tialities are  fo  well  adapted  to  their  objed—  the  con- 
cealment of  truth^that  an  honeft  inquirer  is  often  de- 
ceived, and,  as  often  as  he  difcovers  the  error,  is 
difgufted  ;  whilfi  an  acute  inquirer  has  not  always  the 
means  of  deteding  the  fabrication,  and  is  himfelf  de- 
luded into  a  belief  of  it.  The  motive,  however,  once 
afcertained,  the  myflery  is  unravelled. 

Theft:  obfervations  will  apply  particularly  to  Buo- 
naparte:  his  publicity  has  occafioned  curiofity  ;  and, 
as  the  curious  are  always  credulous,  every  tale  that  has 
been  related  of  him  has  met  at  leaft  with  fome  believ- 
ers. Nor  have  tales  been  wanting  to  gratify  the  fond- 
nefs  of  his  friends  and  the  hatred  of  his  enemies :  fto- 
ries  have  been  (o  ingenioufly  manufaflured  that  the 
difcovcry  of  fome  of  thtm  has  deftroyed  the  credibi- 
lity even  of  faft?,  and  induced  a  rejection  of  thofe  or- 
dinary circumftances  of  evidence  with  which  the  mind 
would  have,  otherwife,  been  contented.  Fa*.^  and  fic- 
tion, being,  therefore,  of  (o  near  a  femolance,  the  opi- 
nions of  honeft  and  impartial  men  have  been,  in  ge- 
neral, fufpeniied  upon  thofe  ftatements  which  are  now 
fubmitted  to  the  confuleraiion  of  imprejudiced  minilF. 

An  a&.  of  very  barbarous  cruelty  is  attributed  to 
Buonapartf,  in  a  letter,  to  be  found  in  M.  Peltier's 
**Paris,"  vol.  xi.  p.  771.  The  Writer  proceeds  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  I  fay,  and  it  is  what  twenty  thoufand  men  know, 
without  daring  to  fay  it;  I  fay,  that,  in  no  age,  and 
under  no  tyrant,  have  crime  more  enormous  been 
committed  than  thofe  which  are  daily  committed  un- 
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der  the  dire(?\ion  and  authority  of  Buonaparte  !  Will 
It  be  credited,  that,  in  the  hofpitals  appropriated  to  the 
fick  and  wounded,  the  fiirgeons  devoted  to  Buona- 
parte have  a  conftant  order,  as  foon  as  they  fee  a  fick 
ibidier  pad  recovery,  or  one  whole  incurable  wounds 
will  render  him  no  longer  of  ufe  to  the  fervice,  to  fet 
a  mark  upon  his  bed,  wliich  fatal  mark  announces  to 
the  attendants,  that  this  viftim  is  to  he  carried  away 
with  the  dead  ;  he  is,  accordingly,  thrown  into  a  wag- 
gon, appointed  to  remove  the  dead  bodies  to  the  grave7 
and  he  is  generally  Ihangled  or  fmothered  :  but,  not- 
withiianding  thefe  precautions,  as  the  carriages  move 
along  to  the  place  of  interment,  the  cries  and  groans 
of  the  unfortunate  men,  who  are  on  thepoint  of  beino- 
buried  alive,  may  be  dlftinflly  heard  !  To  this  hor- 
rible hS.  I  have  myfeU  been  a  witnefs,  as  well  as  to 
what  I  am  goino;  to  relate : 

"  In  the  month  of  July,  1797,  after  an  action,  which 
rook  place  near  Salo,  on  the  Lac  de  Guarda,  Buona- 
parte gave  orders,  that  not  only  the  dead,  but  the 
dying  and  wounded,  fliould  be  buried  I  The  wretched 
viflims  were  placed  upon  five  waggons,  and,  at  mid- 
night, were  dragged  to  an  enormous  ditch,  and  preci- 
pitated in  it.  The  cries  of  the  living  being  diftindly 
heard,  the  monflers  threw  down  eight  loads  of  burning 
lime  upon  them,  which  falling  upon  the  undrefled 
wounds  of  the  poor  victims,  made  them  fend  forth 
fuch  piercing  cries,  that  the  virtuous  curate  of  Salo, 
feized  with  horror  at  the  tranfaftion,  died,  in  confe- 
qirence  of  the  fright ! 

"  To  thefe  atrocities  I  have  been  an  eye-witnefs, 
and  I  denounce  them  to  all  men  and  to  all  ages.  If 
the  Diredory  wifli  to  be  fatiified  of  the  truth  of  my 
aflertions,  they  have  it  in  their  power.     I  do  not  fign 


NAPOLEON   BOONAI'ARTE.  58^ 

my  name  to  this  letter,  as  I  do  not  wifli  to  be  a(Tafli- 
iiatcd  before  the  examination  of  the  crimes  I  have  de- 
nounced can  take  place.  I  call  upon  the  DireAory 
to  verify  the  facts,  and,  when  this  is  done,  I  will  im- 
mediately prefent  myfelf  before  them  aiia  witnefs :  in 
the  meantime  I  fliall  difcover  myfelf  to  Rewbell." 

Sir  Robert  W'ilfon,  an  Englifli  officer,  iu  a  Work 
publiflied  during  the  peace,  relating  to  the  operations 
of  the  French  in  Egvpc,  relates  fome  circumftances  of 
atrocity,  which  are  introduced  by  the  following  re- 
marks, in  the  preface  of  his  book. 

"  To  thofe  who  may  imagine  that  my  reprefenta- 
tions  of  General  Buonaparte's  conduft,  in  the  feverat 
inflances  referred  to,  are  imprudent  and  improper,  at 
this  moment,  to  be  brought  forward,  I  muft  prc.nife; 
tfrat,  if  they  are  concerned  only  tor  the  charac^ler  of 
that  General,  I  am  happy  to  attbrd  them  an  Qccafiou 
to  be  better  acquainted  with  this  celebratetl  man,  who, 
by  his  great  fortune  and  uninterrupted  career  of  ric- 
tory,  (with  one  exception,  of  Acre)  that  glorious  mo- 
nument of  Rritifli  conduct  !)  has  dazzled  the  under- 
Uandings  of  the  mafs  of  mankind,  and  prevented  the 
refults  of  thole  inquiries  having  proper  influencewhich 
thofe  with  whom  the  oj)inions  of  the  day  do  not  pafs 
current,  have  initiruted  on  his  prctenfions  to  the  ad- 
miration of  prafterity. 

*'  To  thofe,  whofe  motives  of  difapprob.ition  pro- 
ceed from  a  rrgard  for  tranquillity,  exciting  the  wifh 
that  a  general  amnefty  of  oblivion  might  be  extended 
to  the  part  ;  fuft,  1  will  fay,  that  the  dilTcmination  of 
this  principle  would  tend  to  produce  more  wickednefs 
in  the  world  than  has  ever  been  yet  committed  :  for 
what  is  there  to  intimidate  ambition,  in  full  po{l"eflioR 

VOL.   in.   NO.   XXXV.  K    k 


386  THE    LIFE    OF 

of  power,  but  the  pen  of  the  hiftorian  ?    What  can 

guarantee  mankhid  from  the  atrocities  of  a  licentious 

defpoufm,  but  an  aflurance,  that  the  memory  of  great 

<;rimes  is  perpetuated  in  the  records  of  hiftory  ? 

*'  If  the  charges  are  not  founded,  the  man  yet  lives 

to  exonerate  his  injured  character:  if  he  cannot  refute 

them,  then  muft  he  fink  into  his  grave  loaded  with 

the  heavy  weight  of  fuch  offences,  and  the  miferable 

prefcience,  that  execration  {hall  attach  to  his  memory, 

inftead  of  the  fame  he  coveted  ;   that,  on  his  cenotaph 

pofterity  will  infcribe : 

*'  Ille  venena  Cole  hi  c  a  et  quid  quid 
Unquam  concipitur  nefas  tra^wvtt." 

"  General  Hulchinfon,"'  fays  Sir  R.  Wilfon,  "was 
very  angry  with  the  Turks  for  flill  continuing  the 
practice  of  mangling  and  cutting  off  the  heads  of  the 
prifoners;  and  the  Captain  Pacha,  at  his  remon- 
flrance,  again  iffued  very  fevere  orders  againft  it; 
but  the  Turks  juftified  themfelves  for  the  maflacre 
of  the  French  by  the  maiTacre  at  Jaffa.  As  this  a6t 
and  the  poifoning  of  the  Tick  have  never  been  cre- 
dited, becaufe  of  fuch  enormities  being  fo  incredibly- 
atrocious,  adigieffion,  to  authenticate  them,  may  not 
be  deemed  intrufively  tedious ;  and,  had  not  the  in- 
fluence of  power  interfered,  the  &£t  of  accufation 
would  have  been  preferred  in  a  more  folemn  manner, 
and  the  damning  proofs  produced,  by  penitent  agents 
of  thefe  murders  ;  but  neither  menaces  nor  promifes 
can,  altogether,  ftifle  the  cries  of  outraged  humanity, 
and  the  day  for  retribution  of  juflice  is  only  de- 
layed. 

"Buonaparte  having  carried  the  town  of  Jaffa  by 
aflault,  many  of  the  garrifon  were  put  to  the  fword ; 
but  the  greater  part  flying  into  the  mofqucs,  and  in>- 
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ploring  mercy  from  their  purfuers,  were  granted  their 
lives;  and,  let  it  be  well  remembered,  that  an  exas- 
perated army,  in  the  moment  of  revenge,  when  the 
Jaws  of  war  julVined  the  rage,  yet  heard  the  voice  of 
pity,  received  its  impreflion,  and  proudly  refufed  to 
be  anv  longer  the  executioners  of  an  iinrefiftincr 
enemy.  Soldiers  ot  the  Italian  Army  !  this  is  a  laurel 
wreath  worthy  of  your  fame,  a  trophy,  of  which  the 
fublequent  treafon  of  an  individual  lliall  not  deprive 
you. 

*'  Three  days  afterwards,  Buonaparte  who  had  ex- 
prefTcd  much  refentment  at  the  compaffion  minifefted 
by  his  troops,  and  determined  to  relieve  himfelf  from 
the  maintenance  and  care  of  three  thouUnd  eight 
hundred  {)rii"oners  *,  ordered  them  to  be  marched  to 
a  rifing  ground,  near  Jaffa,  where  adivifion  of  French 
infantry  formed  againft  them.     When  the  Turks  had 

•  "  Buonaparte  had,  in  perfon,  previously  infpe^ted  the 
whole  body,  amounting  to  near  5,000  men,  with  the  o'jjiGi 
of  favingthofe  who  belonged  to  the  towns  he  was  preparing 
to  attack.  The  age  and  noble  piiyfiognomy  of  a  veteran 
Janizary  attraded  hisobfervation  ;  and  he  alked  him,fharp- 
ly,  '*  Old  Man  !  what  did  you  here  ?"  The  Janizary,  un» 
daunted,  replied.  **  I  mnft  anfwer  that  queftion  by  alking 
you  the  fame  :  your  anfwer  will  be,  That  you  came  toferve 
your  fultan  ;  fo  did  I  mine."  The  intrepi<!  frankntfs  of 
the  reply  excited  univerfal  intircft  in  his  lavnur.  Buwna- 
parte  even  fmilcd  !  "  tic  is  faved  I"  wliilpctcd  f-mc  of  the 
aids-dc-camp.  "  You  ki  ow  not  Buruapari^,"  ohfervcJ 
one,  who  liad  fcrvcd  with  inm  in  Italy:  "  that  fmilc  (I  fptak 
from  cxperimcc)  dues  n' l  proceed  from  the  fentiment  of 
benevolence  :  remember  wlat  I  fay."  The  opinion  wag 
too  true.  The  Janizary  was  left  in  the  ranks,  duamed  to 
death,  and  fuffcred  I 
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entered  into  their  fatal  alignment,  and  the  mournful 
preparations  were  completed,  the  fignal-gun  fired. 
VoUies  of  mufketry  and  grape  inftantly  played  af^ainft 
them  ;  and  Buonaparte,  who  had  been  regarding  the 
•fcene  through  a  telefcope,  when  he  favv  the  fmoke 
afcending,  could  not  reftrain  his  joy,  but  broke  out 
into  exclaraatio'is  cf  approval;  indeed,  he  had  juft 
reafon  to  dread  the  refufal  of  his  troops  thus  to  dif- 
honour  themfelves.  Kleber  had  remonfcrated  in  the 
moll  fbrenuous  manner,  and  the  officer  of  the  etat-ma- 
jor,  who  commanded,,  (for  the  general  to  whom  th« 
divifion  belonged  was  abfent)  even  refufed  to  execute 
the  order  without  a  written  inftruftion ;  but  Buona- 
parte was  too  cautious,  and  fent  Berthier  to  enforce 
obedience. 

"  When  the  Turks  had  all  fallen,  the  French  troops 
humanely  endeavoured  to  put  a  period  to  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  wounded  ;  but  fome  time  f  lapfed  before 
the  bayonet  could  finifli  what  the  fire  had  not  de- 
fi:i*oyed,  and,  probably,  many  ianguifticd  days  in  a- 
gony.  Several  French  officers,  by  whom  thefe  details 
are  partly  furniflied,  declared,  that  this  was  a  fcene, 
the  retrofpeft  of  which  tormented  their  recollection, 
and  that  thev  could  not  refle6l  on  it  without  horror, 
acGuftomed  as  they  had  been  to  fights  of  cruelty. 

*•  Thcfe  were  the  prifoners  whom  Afialini,  in  his 
very  able  Work  on  the  Plague,  alludes  <o,  when  he 
fays,  that  for  three  days  the  Turks  {hewed  no  fymp- 
toms  of  that  difeafe,  and  it  was  ihcir  putrifying  re- 
mains which  contributed  to  produce  the  peftilential 
malady,  which  he  defcribes  as  afterwards  making  fuch 
ravages  in  the  French  army. 

*'  The  bones  flill  lie  in  heaps,  and  are  fliewn  to 
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every  traveller  who  arrives;  nor  can  they  be  con- 
founded with  thofe  who  perifhed  in  the  afTault,  fince 
this  field  of  butchery  lies  a  mile  from  the  town. 

"  Such  a  faft  fliould  not,  however,  be  aliedged 
without  lome  proof  or  leading  circumftance,  flronger 
than  afTertion,  being  produced  to  fupport  it :  but  there 
would  be  a  want  of  generofity  in  naming  individuals, 
and  branding  them  to  the  lateft  pofteriry  with  infa- 
my, for  obeying  a  command,  when  their  fubmillion 
became  an  ad  of  neccffity,  fince  the  whole  army  did 
not  mutiny  againft  the  execution;  therefore,  to  efla- 
blifh  further  the  authenticity  of  the  relation,  this  only 
Can  be  mentioned,  that  it  was  Bon's  divifion  which 
fired;  and  thus  every  one  is  afforded  the  opportunity 
of  fatisfying  himfelf  refpecting  the  truth,  by  inquirino' 
of  otficers  ferving  in  the  cHtferent  brigades  compofing 
this  divifion. 

"  The  next  circumftance  is  of  a  nature  which  re- 
quires, indeed,  the  mort  particular  details  to  eflablifh  ; 
fince  the.  idea  can  fcarce  be  entertained,  that  the  com- 
mander of  an  army  ftiould  order  his  own  countrymen 
(or,  if  not  immediately  fuch,  thofe  amon[j,ft  \\  horn  he 
had  been  naturalized)  to  be  deprived  of  exigence, 
when  in  a  fiate  which  required  the  kindeft  confidera- 
tion.  But  the  annals  of  France  record  the  frightful 
crimes  of  a  Robefpierre,  a  Carrier,  and  hiftorical  truth 
mull  now  recite  one  equal  to  any  which  has  blackened 
its  page. 

"  Buonaparte',  finding  thnt  his  hofpitals  at  Jaffa  were 
crowded  with  fii  k,  fent  for  a  phyfician,  whnfe  rame 
fhould  he  infcribed  in  letters  of  gold,  but  which,  from 
important  reafonj,  cannot  be  here  infcrted  ;  on  his 
arrival,  he  entered  into  a  long  converfation  with  him 
rcfpeding  the  danjjer  of  contagion  ^  concluding,  at 
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laft  with  the  remark,  that  fomething  muft  be  done 
K)  remedy  the  evil,  and  that  the  deflruction  of  the 
iick  at  prefeni  in  the  hofpital  was  the  only  meafure 
which  could  be  adopted.  The  phyfician,  alarmed 
at  the  propofal,  bold  in  the  confidence  of  virtue  and 
the  caufe  of  humanity,  remonftrated  vehemently, 
reprefenting  the  cruelty  as  well  as  the  atrocity  of 
fuch  a  murder;  but,  finding  that  Buonaparte  per-, 
fevered  and  menaced,  he  indignantly  left  the  tent, 
with  this  memorable  obfcrvation  :  '  Neither  my  prin- 
ciples, nor  the  charader  of  my  profeffion,  will  allow 
me  to  become  a  murderer;  and,  General  !  if  fuch 
qualities  as  you  infinuate  are  neceflary  to  form  a  great 
man,  I  thank  my  God  that  I  do  not  poflefs  them. 

*'  Buonaparte  was  not  to  be  diverted  from  hb 
objeift  by  moral  confiderations ;  he  perfevered,  and 
found  an  apothecary,  who,  (dreading  the  weight  of 
power,  but  who  fince  has  made  an  atonement  to  his 
mind  by  unequivocally  confeffing  the  fadl)  con- 
fented  to  become  his  agent,  and  to  adminifter  poifon 
to  the  fick.  Opium,  at  night,  wasdiftributed,  in  gra- 
tifying food,  the  wretched  unfufpe6ting  viftiros  ban- 
queted, and  in  a  few  hours  580  foldiers,  who  had 
fuffered  fo  much  for  their  country,  perifhed  thus 
miferably,  by  the  order  of  its  idol. 

"  Is  there  a  Frenchman  whofe  blood  does  not 
chill  with  horror  at  the  recital  of  fuch  a  faft  ?  Surely 
the  names  of  thefe  murdered  unorrending  people 
muft  be  now  hovering  round  the  feat  of  Govern- 
ment :  and 

"  If  a  doubt  fliould  ftill  exift  as  to  the  veracity  of 
this  ftatement,  let  the  members  of  the  Inftitute  at 
Cairo  be  aficed  wha:  pafTed  in  their  fitting  after  the 
return  of  Buonaparte  from  Syria  j  they  will  relate^ 
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that  the  fame  virtuous  Pliyfitian,  who  refufed  to  be> 
come  the  dertroycr  of  thole  committed  to  his  pro- 
te(5lion,  accufed  Buonaparte  of  high  treafon  in  the 
full  alfcmbly,  againft  the  honour  of  France,  her 
children,  and  humanity;  that  he  entered  into  tiie  full 
details  of  the  poifoning  of  the  fick,  and  the  mafTacre 
of  the  garrifon,  aggravating  ihefe  crimes  by  charg- 
ing Buonaparte  with  ftrangling,  previoufly,  a.  Ro- 
ietta,  a  number  of  French  and  Copts,  uho  were  ill 
of  the  plague;  thus  proving  that  tliis  dilpofal  ot  iiis 
fick  was  a  premeditated  plan,  which  he  willied  to 
introduce  into  general  pra(^lice.  In  vain  Buonaparte 
attempted  to  jullify  himfelf";  the  members  fat  petri- 
fied with  terror,  and  almolt  doubted  whether  the 
fcene  pnfling  before  their  eyes  was  not  ilhifiou. 

*'  Biionaparti;  plc.ided,  tliat  he  ordered  the  garrifon 
to  be  deftroyed,  becaufe  he  had  not  provifions  to 
maintain  them,  or  ftrength  enough  to  giard  them  ; 
and  that  it  was  evident,  if  they  efcaped,  ti.ej  -vould 
aft  againft  the  Frencli,  fmce  amonglt  the  priibtiera 
were  500  of  the  garrifon  of  El  Arifch,  w  ho  had 
promifed  not  to  Icrve  again  (they  had  bee;i  com- 
pelled, in  palling  through  J  fFi,  by  the  command  u>t, 
to  ferve) ;  and  that  he  deftroyed  the  fick  10  pre>'eirt 
contagion,  and  fave  themfclvrs  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Turks  ;  but  thefe  argumtntb,  how  ever 
fpecious,  were  refuted  directly,  and  Buonaparte  was, 
at  laft,  obliged  to  rrft  his  deiencc  on  the  politions  of 
Machiavcl.  When  he  afterwards  left  K:^ypt,  the 
Savans  were  fo  angry  at  being  left  behind,  contrary 
to  promife,  that  they  eleftt-d  tlic  Phyfician  prefi- 
dent  of  the  InQitute;  an  aft  which  fpoke  for  itfeif 
fully. 

*' Aflurcdly  all  thcfc  proceeding?  will  not  be  found 
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in  the  minutes  of  the  luilitute;  no,  Buonaparte's 
policy  foielaw  the  danger,  and  power  produced  the 
erafure;  but  let  no  man,  calculating  on  the  force 
of  circumftances  which  may  prevent  fuch  an  avowal 
as  is  folicited,  prefume  on  this  to  deny  the  whole; 
there  are  records  which  remain,  and  which,  in  due 
feafon,  will  be  produced.  In  the  interim,  this  repre- 
fentation  will  be  fufficient  to  ftimulate  enquiry  ;  and, 
Frenchmen,  your  honour  is  indeed  iuterefted  in  the 
examination. 

"  Let  us  hope  alfo,  that  in  no  country  will  there 
be  found  another  man  of  fuch  Machiavtiian  prin- 
ciples, as  by  fophiltry  to  palliate  thofe  tranfaftions ; 
nor'muft  the  judgment  abufe  itfelf  by  bringing  to 
recolletlion  the  horrors  of  the  French  Revolution, 
and  thus  diminifliing  the  force  of  thofe  crimes  by 
the  frequency  of  equal  guilt  in  France  during  her 
conteft  for  Liberty  or  Slavery  y 

In  addition  to  the  ftatement  of  Sir  R.  Wilfon, 
Dr,  Wittman,  who  wa?  phyfician  to  the  Britifli  mili- 
tary miffion,  which  accompanied  the  army  of  the 
Grand  Vizier,  in  a  work  printed  fubfequent  to  Sir 
R.  Wilfon's,  fays,  that,  "  Four  thoufand  of  the 
wretched  inhabitants  luho  hadfunendered^  and  who  had 
in  vain  implored  the  mercy  of  their  conquerors^  were^ 
together  wih  a  part  of  the  late  Tui  kifh  garrifon  of 
El-Arifch,  (amounting,  it  has  been  fiid,  to  five  or 
fix  hundred,)  dragged  out,  in  cold  blood,  four  days 
after  the  French  had  obtained  poffeffion  of  Jaffa,  to 
the  Sand  Hills,  about  a  league  diftant,  in  the  way  to 
Gaza,  and  there  moji  inhumanly  put  to  death.  1  have 
feen  the  fkeletons  of  thofe  unfortunate  vi(5tims,  which 
lie  fcattered  over  the  hills — a  modern  Golgotha, 
which  remains  a  lalling  difgrace  to  a  nation  CJjUing 
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itfelf  civilized.  Indeed  I  am  forry  to  add,  that  the 
charge  of  cruelty  againft  the  French  Central  Buona- 
parte, doe-j  not  reft  here.  It  having  been  reported, 
that,  previoufly  to  the  retreat  of  the  French  army 
from  Syria,  their  commander  in  chief,  Buonaparte, 
Aati  ordered  all  the ^ck  at  Jajj'a  to  be  poifoned.  I  was 
led  to  make  the  inquiry,  to  which  every  one  who 
had  vifited  the  fpot  would  naturally  be  direfled, 
refpecling  an  act  of  fuch  lingular,  and  it  fliould  feem, 
wanton  inhumanity.  It  concerns  me  to  have  to 
ftate,  not  only  that  Juch  a  circumjlance  ii:as  pofitiveiy  af- 
ferted  to  have  hafi/iened,  but,  that  while  in  F.gypt,  an 
individual  was  ptintrd  out  to  us  as  having  ietn  the  exe- 
cutioner of  thfjc  diabolical  commands." 

General  Andreolli,  the  AmbalTador  of  Buonaparte 
at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  complained  to  Lord 
Hawkefbury  of  thefe  ftatements.  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
fon  beine  informed  of  General  Andreofli's  com- 
plaint,  wrote  the  following  letters  to  the  editors  of 
the  public  paper*— 

*'  In  the  official  correfpondence  lately  publiflied, 
there  appear  Tome  remarks  which  the  French  Ara- 
baflador  was  inftrurted  to  make  on  m\  Hiftory  of 
the  Britifli  expedition  to  Egypt,  and  of  which  I  feel 
called  upon  to  take  notice,  not  iu  perfonal  contro- 
verfy  with  General  Andreofli,  for,  confcious  of  the 
fuperior  virtue  of  my  caufe,  1  feel  myfelf  neither 
aggrieved  nor  irritated  by  the  language  he  has  ufcd, 
but  that  the  pubhc  niav  not  attribute  my  filence  to 
a  dcfire  of  evading  fiirtiicr  ciif*  uflion,  and  thus  the 
fiiallow  mode  of  coiitradi(5^ioi">  adopted  by  the  Chi^/ 
Ctf^i/ it/ acquire  an  unmerited  confidtra'ion. 

"  Tlie  Anil)afrador   obfervcs,  '  Tliat  a  colonel  in 
the  EngliQi  army  Laa  publilhcd  a  work  in   tnglaiKl, 
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filled  with  the  moft  atrocious  and  difgu fling  calum- 
nies, againft  the  French  army  and  its  General. — 
The  lies  it  contains  have  been  contradicted  bv  the 
reception  which  Colonel  Sebajlianl  experienced.  The 
publicity  of  his  Report  was  at  once  a  refutation 
^nd  reparation  which  the  French  army  had  a  right 
to  expeft.' 

'•  But  furely  a  new  fignification  muJl:  have  been 
attached  in  France  to  the  word  talumny,  when  fuch 
a  term  is  applied  to  my  account  of  the  conduct  of 
the  French  troops  in  Egypt,  and  the  confequent  dif- 
pofition  of  the  inhabitants  towards  them  ! 

"  Independent,  however,  of  the  proofs  to  be  ad- 
duced in  corroboration  of  my  ftatement,  Europe 
may  juftly  appreciate  the  probable  truth  of  what 
I  have  written,  when  flie  recolleels  the  unparalleled 
fufFerings  endured  by  the  unoffending  countries  into 
which,  during  the  laft  war,  a  French  army  pene- 
trated !  and  flie  will,  at  leaf},  helitate  to  believe,  that, 
the  fame  armies  fliould  voluntarily  ameliorate  their 
conduft  in  a  country  more  remote,  where  the  atro- 
cities they  might  commit,  would  be  Lefs  liable  to 
publicity,  and  that  this  extraordinary  change  fliould 
be  in  favour  of  a  people  whofe  principles  and  re- 
fiffance  might  have  excited  the  refentment  of  more 
generous  invaders  ! 

*'  I  will  not  enter  into  any  unnecefTary  detail  of 
the  numerous  fafts,  which  I  could  urge;  but  I  appeal 
to  the  honour  of  every  Britifli  ofhcer  employed  in 
Egypt,  whether  thofe  obfervations  are  not  facredly 
true,  which  defcribe  the  French  as  being  hateful  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  who  reprefent 
them  as  having  merited  that  hatred  from  the  ruin 
and  devajiatkn  nuith  -which  their  /irogre/s  through  it  hat 
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been  marked?  and  1  am  ready,  if  there  be  one  who 
refufes  to  fanftion  this  relation,  to  refign  for  ever 
every  preienfion  to  honourable  reputation,  and  fub- 
mit,  without  a  further  Itruggle,  to  that  odium  which 
would  attach  to  calumny  and  a  wilful  pervcrfion  of 
^truth. 

"  But  I  feel  confident,  there  is  no  individual  who 
will  not  amply  confirm  all  that  I-  have  wricttn  on  the 
Cubjecl;  and  perhaps  Europe  has  a  right  to  condemn 
me,  for  not  having  made  the  accuiations  ftill  Wrong- 
er, when  I  can   produce  frequent  general  orders  of 
the  French  army,  for  Ihc  deftru£tion  of  villages,  and 
their  inhabitants ;    when  I  can   prove,    that,  above 
forty  thoufand  of  the  natives  periflied  by  the  fwords 
of  the  French  foldiery  ;  and  that  every  aft  of  vio- 
lence   was   committed,    and    particularly   in    Upper 
Egypt,   which  could  outrage  humanity,  and  difgrace 
civilized   nations  I      VVhtn   writing  a  hiftory  of  the 
campaign,   was   it  poffible   not   to  exprefs  indigna- 
tion againfl:  the  authors  of  fuch  calamities  ?    Would 
ii  have  been  natural   not   to  have  felt  the  animation 
of  that  virtuous  pride,  which  reflection  on  the  dif- 
ferent conduct  of  the  Britifli  foldiery  muft  infpire  in 
the  heart  of  every   Briton?   I    have  aficrted  that  a 
Britifli  foldier  could  traverfe  alone  through  any  part 
of  Egypt,   or  even   penetrate  into  the  dcfarr,  fecure 
from  injury  or  infult.     1  have  dcfcribcd  the  natives, 
as  confidering  the   Britifli  their  benefactors  and  pro- 
tetftors,  foliciting  op['ortunities  to  manifefl  their  gra- 
titude, and   efletniing  their  uniform  as  facred  as  the 
turban  of  Mahometanifm  ;  and  I  may  venture  to  prc- 
di(5t,  that  hereafter,  the  French  traveller  will  be  com- 
pelled to   conceal   the   name  of  his  nation,  and  owe 
his  fccurity  to  the  allumption  of  a  Britifli  character  ! 
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«  But  does  the  effed  of  Colonel  Sebaftiani's  Re- 
port juftify  the  Chief  Conful's  conclufion,  '  that  it  is 
a  complete  refutation  of  what  I  have  advanced,'  even 
if  we  attach  to  that  Report  implicit  belief  in  its  can- 
dour and  veracity?  Is  it  poflible  that  the  Chief 
Conful  can  fuppofe  the  world  will  trace  refpeft  for 
the  French  name  in  the  circumHiance  which  occurred 
to  Colonel  Seba(l:iani  at  Cairo,  and  which  rendered  it 
necellary  for  him  to  demand  proteAion  from  the 
Vizier*?  or,  would  he   imagine,  that  the  apologue 

*«  *  Maftapha  OuKil,  .one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  city,  pafiTed 
before  me  on  horfeback  ;  in  paffing,  he  reproached  my 
guides  with  march-ng  before  a  Chriftian,  and,  above  all, 
before  a  Frenchman  !  and  menaced  them  with  the  baftinado 
after  my  departure.  I  could  not  be  filent  under  fuch  an 
infulr,  and,  upon  my  return,  <I  fent  Citizen  Joubert  to  the 
Pacha,  to  make  my  complaint,  an<i  c'emand  a  prompt  re- 
drcfs.  I  declared  to  him,  '  That  I  txpefted  this  man  would 
come  publicly  to  me  to  aflt  my  pardon,  place  himfelf  at  my 
difporal,and  implore  my  pity  1'  He  found  that  Muftapha 
was  greatly  protefted  by  the  Pacha,  and  wanted  to  arrange 
it  otherwife ;  but  I  perfifted,  by  declaring  formally  to  the 
Pacha,  "  That,  if  this  reparation  was  not  made  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  1  demanded  it,  1  fliould  inltantly  depart,  and 
imiTied lately  write  to  Paris  and  Conftantinople  to  ftatc' 
«iy  complaints,'  This  declaration  produced  all  the  effeft 
which  I  cxpcfted,  and  Muftapha,  alarmed,  came,  on  the 
following  day,  m  me,  conduced  by  Rofetti,  and  he,  pub- 
licly, afked  my  pardon,  and  put  himfelf  at  my  difpofal.  I 
told  him,  *  That  my  firft  intention  had  been  to  cut  off  his 
head,  and  that  I  only  gave  him  his  life  at  the  felicitations  of 
the  Pacha  and  M.  Rofetri ;  but  if,  in  future,  he  thould  ever 
infu'lt  the  French,  or  thofe  in  their  fuite,  his  deftruftion 
would  be  inevitable.'  This  affair,  which  was  inftantlyfpread 
throughout  the  whole  city,  produced  the  beft  cffeit." 

Se^aJIrani'i  Report. 
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Of  Dgezzar  Pacha  was  not  intelligible,  even  previous 
to  the  in Itruilinns  being  pubiiihed,  which  M.  Talley- 
rand tranl'mitted  to  the  French  commercial  ageuts? 

"  That  illuflrioiis  Senator,  to  whofe  virtues  and 
ftiipendous  talents  England  owes  fo  much  of  her  prof- 
perity,  has  declared,  that  this  Report  of  Colonel  Se- 
baftiani  in  no  cafe  contradifts  my  ftatement;  and  I 
fliould  confider  that  high  opinion  as  amply  fufficient 
to  remove  any  inipreffion  which  the  French  Ambaf- 
fador's  Note  might,  otherwife,  have  made,  did  I  not 
think  it  a  duty  to  prefs  fome  obfervations  on  that 
part  of  the  paragraph  which  alludes  to  the  direct  ac- 
cufation  againft  General  Buonaparte,  that  the  public 
may  know  I  was  fully  aware  of  the  important  refpon- 
fibiiity  which  I  had  voluntarily  undertaken,  and  in 
\vhich,much  national  honour  was  involved.  1  would 
wifh  the  world  ferioully  to  examine,  whether  the  ac- 
gufer  or  accufed  has  (lirunk  from  the  invefligation, 
and  then  hold  him  as  guihy  who  has  withdrawn  from 
the  tribnnal  of  inquiry. 

*'  I  avowed  that  I  was  his  public  accufer:  I  ftood 
prepared  to  fupporc  the  charges.  The  courts  of  iny 
country  were  open  to  that  mode  of  trial,  which,  as  an 
honell  man,  hf  could  alone  have  required,  but  of 
which  he  did  not  dare  to  avail  himfclf.  It  was  no 
anonymous  libeller  ngaiiul  whom  he  was  to  have  filed 
liis  anfwer,  but  againlt  one  (and  without  any  indecent 
vanity  I  may  fay  it)  whofe  rank  and  charafiei  would 
have  juftified  his  molt  fcrious  attention. 

The  charges  were  too  awful  to  be  treated  with  Jieg- 
left,  and  we  know  that  they  have  not  been  read  with 
indifference.  Nor  is  it  poflible  that  the  Firft  Conful 
can  imagine  the  fame  of  General  Buonr.partc  is  lefs 

vol.,  111.— NO.  xxxvi.  1.1 


39S  THE    LIFE    OP        '^ 

fiillied,  becaufe  a  few  fnuff-boxes,  bearing  hh  por- 
trait, were  received  by  fome  timid  or  avaricious  indi- 
viduals with  expreffions  cf  efteem:  or,  can  he  hope, 
that  the  contemptible,  but  not  Icfsimworthy,  infiniia- 
tion,  directed  againfl:  the  gallant  and  eftimable  Britifli 
General,  will  divert  mankind  from  a  refleftion  on  the 
crimes  with  which  he  flands  arraigned  ? 

*'  Thofe  crimes  were  fo  enormous,  as,  from  their 
magnitude,  to  dagger  belief;  and,  notwithftanding 
the  irrefragable  evidence  of  their  commiffion,  the 
mind  ftill  difpofed  itfclf  rather  to  receive  the  impref- 
lion  of  aftonifhment  than  conviction;  bur,  at  length, 
this  fentiment  is  overpowered  by  the  weight  ofgu.lt; 
and  the  name  of  Jaffa,  echeed  by  the  Turks  to  in- 
spire feelings  of  indignation  and  revenge,  is  no  longer 
heard  in  Europe  without  emotions  of  horror.  Sebaf- 
tiani  himfelf  recoiled  at  the  recollection,  and  fled  from 
this  place,  of  terror,  preferring  to  increafe  the  pre- 
lumptive  proofs  againfl:  his  Mafter  rather  than  to  vifit 
a  fpot  fo  ])olIuted  by  his  infamy,  or  hazard  the  effeds 
of  that  refentment  which  a  jiiftifiable  vengeance  might 
have  inflifted  on  the  favourite. 

♦'  Fortunately  for  Eu'  ope,  flie  has  become  more  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  principles  of  this  hi- 
therto mifconceived  man  ;  and  I  confefs  that  it  gives 
me  confiderable  gratification  to  indulge  the  thought, 
that  I  have  contributed  to  their  development. 

*'  Succefs  may,  for  infcrutable  puipofes,  continue 
to  attend  him  ;  abjeft  fenates  may  decree  him  a  throne 
or  the  pantheon  ;  but  hiftory  fliali  render  injured  hu- 
manity juftice." 

But  if  the  reputation  of  Buonaparte  was  forcibly 
affaiJed  by  an  Englifii  officer,  there  were  Englifh  writ- 
ers who  eagerly  defended  him.     It  may  be  proper  lo 
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fele<ft  the  fentiments  of  one  of  them,  as  a  fpeclmen  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Defence  was  conduced, 
'i'hc  Annual  Review  for  1803,  edited  by  Arthuk. 
^JKIN",  obferves  thus: 

"  In  the  late  war,  and  in  the  prefent,  the  Britifli 
iriniilry  has  been  loudiy  accufed  of  participating  ia 
and  encouraging  thofe  plans  of  arnuFination  which 
have  been  directed  againfl  the  perfon  of  the  Chief 
Magiftrate  (Buonapaite  at  that  lime  was  Firft  Conful) 
of  France.  Let  the  miniftry,  if  they  can  with  truth, 
vindicate  themfclves  from  fo  black  a  charge,  by  a 
folemn  and  authentic  difavowal ;  and  let  tiie  Britifli 
Public  flio'.v  thf  high  honour  and  intrepid  courj;ge  for 
which  they  have  long  been  renowned,  by  configning 
to  merited  contempt  and  abhorrence  all  works,  toge- 
ther with  their  authors,  whofe  dire«f\  tendency  is  to 
degrade  the  generous  and  high-fpirited  Patriot  into  the 
lurking  afTaflin." 

Refpet^ting  tlie  Turks,  who  were  thus  flain,  it 
iliould  be  candidly  flated,  that  Buonaparte  had,  for- 
merly, given  them  their  liberty,  on  condition  that  thev 
would  not  again  ferve  againft  the  French ;  vvhilft,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  (hould  be  recolledted,  that,  if  they 
had  not  obeyed  the  commands  of  the  Pacha,  by  vio- 
lating the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  they  would  have 
been  flaughtercd  (or  difobedience  of  orders  by  their 
own  countrymen.  It  would,  however,  hare,  been 
honourable  to  Buonaparte  if  he  had  confidered  this 
circumflancp  before  he  ordered  fuch  an  immcnfc  num- 
ber of  men  to  be  indifi.  riminatei)  put  to  death. — Such 
acliors  as  this  ftain  the  char^c^t  r  of  tin  foldier,  and 
render  the  hero  a  deftroyer.  Purity  of  principle  is  ob- 
(cured  by  (he  inflexible  and  unmitigated  execution  of 
fanguinary  purpofes,  even  though  intended  lor  ex- 
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ample. — The  laws  of  Draco  were  noi  the  more  jiift 
becaufe  their  penalties  were  bloody. 

The  aflertion,  that  Buonaparte  ordered  poifonto  !'e 
adminiftered  in  the  hofpitalsto  his  own  fick  foldiers, 
feems  deftitute  of  that  proof  which  is  eflential  to  its 
authenticity.  Dr.  Defgenette,  the  Phyfician  General 
to  the  army,  the  perfon  alluded  to  as  having  received 
thefe  orders,  and  refufed  to  execute  them,  in  his  Hif- 
toire  Mcdicale  Je  VArtnce  d' Orient,  p.  49,  50,  exprefsly 
declares,  "  That  the  General  in  Chief  fliowed  the  iit- 
mofi:  atiention  and  tendernefs  to  the  foldiers  affiit^ed 
with  the  -plague,  vifited  them  in  perfon  whilfl  con- 
fined by  that  dreadful  malady,  and  even  affifted  in 
the  moft  menial  offices  for  their  relief." 
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CHAFTER    XXVI. 

Difeiganized  State  of  France  on  the  Arrival  of  Buo~ 
najiarti  from  Egy/it. — Joy  of  the  Parifians  on  his  Re- 
turn.— Intrigues  of  the  Dtre^ors  Sieyes  and  Ducos  againji 
the  other  DireBors. — Conferences  betiueen  Sieyes  ami  Buo' 
na/iarte. — Secnt  Meetings  of  Buonajiai  ti  and  his  /Ad- 
herents for  proje^ing  a  neiv  Revolution.— Grand  Enter- 
taiment  given  by  the  DireBory  to  Buona/iarte  and  the  other 
Genetals. — Eighteenth  of  Brumaire! — Efjiecial 
Meeting  of  the  Council  of  Ancients. — They  Decree  that  the 
Legiflaturejhuld  adjourn  to  St.   Cloud,  and  that  Bitona-^ 

ftaite  Jhould  command  the  armed  Force  oj  Paris Buo- 

na/iartt's  Sjieech  to  the  Council, — His  Proclamation  to  the 
National  Guard  on  the  Decree  JiaJJing. — His  Proclama- 
tion addre/fed  to  the  French  Soldiery.  —  His  Geneial 
Orderly  a/i/iointing  the  laiious  Generals  to  new  Com' 
mands.— -Remarks  on  the  iffuing  of  the  Proclamation.. 
-—The  Proclamation  of  Fouche^  the  Minijier  of  Police. 
—  Of  Canteleu,  Pre/ident  of  the  central  Adminiftra- 
tion. — Buonaparte  puts  an  Army  of  Ten  Thoufand  Men 
in  Motion  and  furrounds  the  Thuill cries. '^Sieyes  and 
Ducos  leave  the  Luxembourg  and  join  the  Revolutionijis  at 
the  Thuilleries .—The  DireJ7or  Bairas  refufes  to  refgn.—^ 
The  Surprife  and  Condu^  of  the  Diretlors  Gohier  and 
Moulins  on  being  informed  of  the  Revolution. — Barrai 
fends  in  his  Rtfgnation.— Buonaparte's  MeJJage  to  him 
and  Speech  on  that  Occafon.-^Mceting  of  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred. 

Insurrection  hlnzcd  in  tlie  Southern  and 
Wfilern  dtpai tmcnts  of  P'raiicc,  clubs  of  the  Jaco- 
bins were  formed  in  the  Capital,  and  General  Jour- 
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dan  had  propofed  a  decree,  in  Ihe  Council  of  Fiv-e 
Hundred,  once  more  declaring  "  the  country  in  dan- 
ger;" when  Buonaparte,  unexpectedly,  arrived  at 
Paris. 

The  news  flew  round  the  city  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning  :  the  Parifians  eagerly  thronged  to  behold 
the  "Conqueror  of  Egypt:"  they  lurrounded  him, 
and  each  feemed  more  defirous  than  the  other  of  wel- 
coming his  return.  His  manners  appeared  more  af- 
fable than  they  were  before  he  quitted  France :  he 
fpoke  freely  to  the  people,  and  fhook  feveral  foldiers 
by  the  hand  who  had  ferved  with  him  in  I:aly.  His 
complexion,  bronzed  by  the  Egyptian  funs,  and  his 
hair,  cut  fliort  and  without  powder,  gave  him  an  ap- 
pearance of  greater  manlinefs  and  ftrength  than  were 
obfervable  in  him  previous  to  his  leaving  Europe. 
He  was  out  of  uniform,  and  v/ore  a  grey  riding-coat, 
with  a  filk  fcarf  over  his  flioulder  fufpending  a 
Turkifh  fabre.  He  pafled  along  the  courts  and 
ftreets  leading  to  the  Luxembourg  amidft  the  accla- 
mations of  the  populace,  and  immediately  had  a  pri- 
vate audience  of  the  Diredory. 

Sieyes  the  Direftor  had  long  forefeen  the  confe- 
quences  which  were  likely  to  refultfrom  the  imbeci- 
lity of  the  Government,  the  energy  of  the  factions, 
'  and  the  anarchy  ofthe  people  ;  he  faw,  that,  if  means 
were  not  adopted  to  render  the  Executive  Power  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrong  to  be  feared,  that  it  would  not  be  re- 
fpecled.  He  delpifed  each  of  his  colleagues,  and  only 
one  of  them  had  his  confidence:  this  was  Roger 
Ducos,  who  looked  up  to  Sieyes  as  an  oracle,  and  at- 
tached himfelf  to  him,  becaufe  he  L-ad  juft  fore- 
fight  to  peiceive,  that,  if  the  Diredory  fell,  Sieyes 
alone  was  capable  of  faving  himfelf  from  the  con- 
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tempt  of  the  people  :  to  Sieves,  then,  Duces  had  allied 
his  own  fortune,  and  he  was  completely  the  dilciple 
of  his  brother  Director. 

Sieyes  difclofcd  to  Ducos  his  intention  rf  calling  ia 
the  aid  of  one  of  the  generals,  to  fave  the  Republic 
and  themfelves  by  overthrowing  the  Direc'tory  :  he 
was  fecretly  pleafed  at  that  joy  of  the  people,  on  the 
arrival  of  their  Favourite,  which  alarmed  the  other 
Directors;  he  welcomed  him  to  his  apartments  in 
the  Luxembourg,  difclofed  to  him  his  projecf,  and 
reijuired  his  aid  in  its  execution.  The  wile  of  the  Ex- 
pritft,  and  the  arts  of  the  Ex  chief  of  the  Army  of 
Egypt, combined  a  plan,  in  which  both  engaged  from 
individual  ambition,  without  any  regard  to  tiie  in- 
terefts  or  intention  of  the  other:  each  fo  weil  con- 
cealed his  own  defign  that  they  duped  one  another; 
and  verv  little  remained,  but  to  ftrike  the  blow,  and 
to  take  the  full  advantage  of  its  fuccefs,  which  each 
fuppofed  he  (liould  immediately  poflefs  himfelf  of  in 
his  own  way. 

Various  fecret  conferences  were  now  held,  at  which 
the  Dircftor  Sieyes,  the  Direftor  Roger  Ducos,  Tal- 
leyrand, Fouchc,  Volney,  Rocdcrer,  Reinhard,  and 
Buonaparte,  with  his  brothers  Lucien  and  Jofeph, 
were  prefent :  few  others  of  any  confequence  were 
cntrufted  with  the  confpiracy,  but  thofe  who  were, 
managed  their  confidence  with  great  difcrction.'  They 
created  various  rumours;  and,  among  others,  a  ru- 
mour, that  a  new  plan  gf  government  was  forming 
forthe  Republic.  Thus  a  change  was  generally  talked 
of  amongft  the  people,  without  any  one  knowing  from 
whence  it  was  to  proceed,  or  when  it  would  be  :  the 
public  mind  was,  however,  prepared  for  a  change, 
come  whenever  it  might;  and  all  that  fcemed  nccel- 
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fary  to  make  it  to  the  tafte  of  the  Parifians  was  the 
deftruftion  J  the  Diredory.  A  few  of  the  Council 
of  Ancients  and  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  were 
alfo  in  ihe  fecret. 

Buonaparte  appeared  very  little  in  public ;  he  Teemed 
to  court  fecUifion  fiom  the  gaze  of  the  curiofity  of  the 
idle,  and  he  declined  the  vifits  of  thofe  who  had  no 
real  bufinefs  to  tranfatfl  with  him :  everybody  talked 
of  him,  but  of  thofe  who  talked  very  few  knew  any- 
thing about  him.  He  was  bufied  in  attaching  to  him- 
felf  men  of  talents  and  enterprife,  whofe  intereft  was 
to  be  filent,  that  their  plans  might  be  fecure  in  their 
operation. 

Sieyes  and  Ducos  afted  their  parts  in  a  very  natural 
way,  and  in  a  manner  well  calculate.!  to  lull  their  bro- 
ther Direftors  in  fecurity  :  they  prevailed  on  them  to 
invite  General  Buonaparte  and  Grucral  Moreau  to  a 
public  dinner.  A  grand  entertainment  was,  accord- 
ingly* given,  by  the  Direftory  and  the  Councils,  to 
thofe  generals  and  their  friends,  in  the  Tci-'vple  of 
Viftory  (the  church  of  St,  Sulpice.)  The  company 
confided  of  near  eight  hundred  perfons,  inc.  iding 
moft  of  the  great  public  functionaries  of  the  Repub- 
lic. The  leading  men  of  the  ditftrent  fadions  were 
aflembled  at-tliis  feaft,  M'hich  feemed  intended  ior  the 
purpofe  of  foftening  their  perfonal  diflikes  by  mak- 
ing them  focial  and  acquainted  with  each  other. 
The  toaft  given  by  the  Prefident  of  the  D\rt£iory  was 
"  Peace  !"  and  that  by  Buonaparte,  '♦  A  union  of  all 
parties:"  neverthclefs,  it  was  evident,  that  this  was  a 
mere  dinner  of  ceremony  ;  the  whole  company  viewed 
each  other  with  diftruft;  there  was  neither  mirth  nor 
confidence:  and,  though  the  meeting  pretended  to 
effeda  union  of  parties,  it  feemed  only  to  put  them 
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further  afiinder.  Buonaparte  quitted  the  room  after 
a  few  to-ffs  were  given  ;  and  the  whole  ceremony 
did  not  laft  three  hours. 

The  company  feparated,  each  in  mutual  diftruft 
of  the  intentions  of  the  other,  and  without  having 
felt  any  defire  of  fubduing  their  individuaj  animofi- 
ties,  or  of  repreffing  their  ambitious  pretenfions.  The 
lead  inclined  of  any  of  the  fellive  band  to  forego 
his  defigns  was  Buonaparte ;  for  the  very  evening 
of  the  day  on  which  he  gave  "  A  union  of  all 
parties"  as  a  toaft,  he  met  his  own  party  in  fecret, 
at  the  houfe  of  M.  le  Mercier,  Prefident  of  the 
Council  of  Ancients,  to  finally  determine  on  thofe 
meafures  which  it  had  been  agreed  ftiould  be  adopt- 
ed, and  to  aflign  to  each  individual  the  part  that 
he  was  dtftined  to  a6f ,  in  the  confpiracy  againft  the 
Dircflory. 

The  Committee  of  Infpedors  belonging  to  the 
Council  of  Ancients,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  i8th  Bremaire,  (the  9th  of  November  1799,) 
fcnt  meflages  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  members  of  that 
body,  who  had  been  feleded  for  thai  purpofc  Ijy  Buo- 
naparte and  his  adherents,  but  of  whom  very  few  were 
acquainted  with  the  confpiracy— they  were  required 
to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  Thuilleries.  When 
they  met,  it  appeared  that  the  moft  violent  of  the 
Jacobins,  in  number  about  an  hundred,  were  not 
allembled — they  had  not  been  fummoned,  and  were 
ignorant  of  the  meeting. 

Cornet,  Reporter  of  the  Committee,  opened  the 
meeting  with  a  fpcech,  in  which  he  forcibly  flared 
the  dangers  of  the  Republic,  ami  the  defigiis  of  the 
fac^iou'-;  and  ended  with  iiroi)oling,  that  tiie  AlFem- 
bly,  according  to  the  lozd  and   103d  articles  of  the 
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Conftitution,  flionld  adjourn  to  St.  Cloud  ;  that  the 
General,  Buonaparte,  fhould  be  charged  to  put  the 
Decree  in  execution  ;  and  Ihat,  for  that  purpofe,  he 
fliould  be  appoiiired  commander  of  all  the  troops  in 
Paris,  as  well  as  of  the  guard  of  the  Afletnblies,  and 
the  National  Guard.  This  Decree  was  pafled  by  a 
great  majority. 

"  This  meafure  (faid  the  Proclamation,  that  was  imme- 
diately iiTiied)  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council  of  An- 
cients in  order  to  reprefs  the  faflions  which  pretended  to 
enflave  the  national  reprefentation,  and  in  order  to  reftore 
the  internal  peace. 

"  This  meafure  is  to  open  a  way  for  the  external  peace, 
which  your  long  facrifices  and  humanity  demand.  This 
conftitutional  meafure  has  no  other  aim  but  the  fafety  and 
the  profperity  of  us  all.  Such  an  objedt  fhall  be  accom- 
plilhed. 

"  And  you,  inhabitants  of  Paris,  be  cafy ;  in  a  Ciort 
time  the  Legiflature  will  return  to  your  city. 

"  Frenchmen  !  the  fubfequent  events  will  foon  prove 
whether  the  Legiflaturc  may  be  entruftedvviih  the  honour- 
able talk  of  preparing  your  happinefs. 

'»  Lontj  live  the  People  !  by  and  with  whom  the  Com- 
monwealth exifts." 

Buonaparte  immediately  appeared  at  the  bar,  at- 
tended by  Generals  Berthier,  Moreau,  Lefebvre, 
Macdonald,  and  others.  Being  informed  by  the 
Prefident,  of  his  appointment,  he  fpake  as  follows: 

"  CiTizEK  Representatives  ! 
*'  The  Republic  was  perifhing — you  knew  this,  and  youp 
decree  has  faved  it.  Woe  be  to  thofe  who  wife  for 
anarchy,  whoever  they  be  !  aided  by  Generals  Berthier, 
Lefebvre,  and  all  my  brave  companions  in  arms,  I  ftiall 
arreft  their  courfe.     Let  us  not  feek  in  the  pad  for  exam- 
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plestojuftify  the  preftnt  ;  tor  nothing  in  hiftory  refem- 
bles  the  conclufion  or"  the  i8th  century,  and  nothing  in 
that,  refemblcs  the  prd'ent  moment. 

"  Your  wifc^otn  has  ilTued  this  Decree — our  arms  fliall 
execute  ir.  We  demand  a  Republic  founded  on  a  jud 
bafis,  on  true  liberty,  on  civil  liberty  and  national  repre- 
fentation,  and  we  will  have  it.  We  will  have  it — I  fwear 
it — I  fwear  it  in  my  own  name,  and  in  the  names  of  my 
brave  comrades." 

Lively  applaufes  proceeded  from  the  tribunes, 
the  Prefident  called  them  to  order,  the  Council  be- 
came tranquil. — The  Prelidenc  faid  : 

"General! 
'*  Tne  Ccuncil  of  Ancients  receives  your  oath  ;  there  is  no 
doubt  of  your  fincerity,  and  of  your  zeal  to  aft.  He  who 
never  promifed  viftories  to  the  country  in  vain,  cannot 
fail  to  fulfil  his  new  engagements  to  ferve  her  with  tiJc- 
lity.'.' 

Garat  rcquef^ed  to  be  heard;  but  the  Prefidcnt 
obferved,  that  after  the  Decree  which  the  Council 
had  pafTed,  there  could  be  no  difcuffion,  either  in 
Paris  or  clfe where,  before  the  next  day  at  noon  ;  and 
the  fitting  was  difTolved,  amid  loud  cries  of  "  Long 
live  the  Republic  !"  "  Long  live  the  CoiiHitution  of 
the  Third  Year!" 

Buonaparti-  immediately  ifl'ucd  a  Proclamation  to 
the  National  Guard. 

PROCLAMATION. 
Bonaparte,   CommanJ'r  ih  Chief,  to  the  Citizens  com- 
p<ifi»g  the  National  Guard  of  Parts  \  the  i8//;  Hrumaire, 
Ith  Year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  iiidiviJiUe. 

*'  CtTIZENS  ! 
"The  Counil  of   Ancients   dcpofitory  of  the    national 
wifdom,    hat   juft   cuaittd  the   Decree   undermentioned, 
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agreeable  to  the   loid  and  103d  articles  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion. 

"  r  am  intruded  with  the  choice  of  meafures  relative  to 
the  fafety  of  the  national  reprefentation.  Its  removal  fron\ 
Paris  is  neceffary,  and  only  temporary.  The  Legiflature 
will  thereby  be  able  to  refcue  the  reprefentation  from  the 
imminent  danger  into  whiciq  the  general  diforder  in  the 
adminiftration  is  on  the  eve  of  plunging  us  all. 

"  In  this  important  crifis  the  union  and  confidence  of 
the  patriots  are  highly  neceffary.  Stand,  then,  by  the 
Legiflature;  it  is  the  only  way  to  eftablifli  the  Republic 
on  the  bafis  of  civil  liberty,  internal  happinefs,  viftory, 
and  peace. 

"  Long  live  the  Republic  ! 

(Signed)  "Bonaparte." 

*•  Alex.  Berthier." 

He  alfo  ifTued  to  the  troops  of  the  line  the  fol- 

lowiiitT 

PROCLAMATION. 
Bonaparte,    Commander    in    Chief,    to   the    Soldiers.. 
Head  (Quarters  at  Paris,  the  iSth  of  Brumaire,  ^ih  Year 
of  the  Fiench  Republic,  one  and  indinjijible. 

•'  Soldiers! 

•'  The  extraordinary  Decree  of  the  Council  of  Elders  is 
authorized  by  the  lozd  and  103d  articles  of  the  Confti- 
tution.  I  am  cntrufted  with  the  command  of  the  city 
and  of  the  army  : 

"  I  have  accepted  it,  in  order  to  fupport  the  meafures 
of  the  Legiflature,  all  of  which  are  in  favour  of  the 
people. 

"  The  Republic,  for  the  two  lafl-yg^rs,  has  been  ill  go- 
verned. Y'ju  ha'ue  hoped  that  my  return  zuould  put  an  end 
to  fo  many  e-vils ;  you  have  rejoiced  at  it  with  a  cordiality 
which  lays. on^me  the  duties  I  fulfil ;  you  will  fulfil  yours, 
and  fupport  your  General  with  that  energy,  that  fl^adinefs, 
and  that  confidence,  which  I  have  always  feen  in  you. 
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"  Liberty,  viftory,  and  peace,  will  again  reftorc  the 
Fretich  Republic  to  the  rank  which  (he  held  in  Europe, 
and  which  (he  could  only  lofe  through  ignorance  or  trea- 
chery.— Long  live  the  Republic  ! 

(Signed)  "  Bonaparte." 

*'  Alex.  Berthier." 

Befide  thefe  Proclamations,  Buonaparte  gave,  the 
following : 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 
"  Paris,  llie  18th  of  Bruinaire,  8tli  Year  of  the 
French  llepublic,  one  and  indivi.^iLlL'." 

"  According  to  the  decree  of  the  Council  of  Elders, 
dated  this  day,  which  confers  on  General  Bonapaite  the 
command  of  the  17th  military  divifion  of  the  guards  of 
the  Legiflature,  of  thofe  of  the  Executive  Directory,  of 
the  troops  of  the  line  actually  in  Patii,  in  the  conflJtiiti- 
onal  circle,  (twelve  leagues  around  Paris)  and  in  the  whole 
extent  uf  the  17th  divifion — 

"  General  Bonaparte  appoints  the  General  of  DivifiDn, 
Ltftbvre,  to  be  his  firll  lieutcn.nt,  and  the  General  cf 
Biigade,  Andreoffi,  Chief  of  the  General  Staff",  ha\ing 
under  his  orders  the  General-Adjutants  Caffarclii  anJ 
Doucet. 

"  The  General  of  Divifion,  Murat,  commands  all  :br 
cavalry. 

"  The  General  of  Divifion,  Lannes,  commands  in  the 
Nati  .nai  Palace  of  Elders  ;  the  Cliicf  of  his  Staff  will  he 
ttic  Chief  of  Brigade,  Milhsud. 

"  The  General  of' Brigade,  Marmont,  comniandi  liie 
artillery. 

"  The  General  of  Divifion,  Bcrruyer,  holds  ftill  the 
ccmmand  of  Ihe  invalids. 

'♦  The  General  of  Brigade,  Morand,  holds  dill  the  cor.;- 
ir.and  of  Paris." 

(Signed)  «'  Bonaparte. 

"  The  General  of  Divifinr, 
Alkx    Beriiijer." 

VOL.   III. —  NO.  XXXVI.  M  m 
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Thefe  Proclamations  and  Orders,  iffiied  on  the 
morning  of  the  i8th  Brumaire,  liad  been  prepared 
fonie  time  before  the  circumftances  occurred  which 
gave  rife  to  the  neceffity  of  their  beinjg  promulgated. 
■ — They  had  lain  in  the  bureaus  of  the  new  revo- 
lutionifts  until  the  day  when  they  were  either  to  be 
itfeful  or  ufelefs;  when,  if  the  propofed  revolution 
was  ettefted,  thev  were  to  be  circulated  amon^ft  the 
troops,  and  to  be  i-ead  by  all  the  Parifians;  and, 
when,  if  it  had  not  fucceeded,  they  would  have  been 
committed  to  the  flames.  The  Proclamations  wtre 
for  the  events,  and  the  events  for  the  Proclamations; 
and  hardly  had  the  events  happened  before  the  walls 
of  Paris  were  placarded  with  ihe  Proclamations,  and 
the  good  citizens  were  indulging  their  curiofity  on 
the  tendency  of  the  meafures  which  had  been  fo  un- 
expeftedly  adopted. 

The  minifter  of  General  Police,  Fouche,  alfo  if- 
fued  the  following 

PROCLAMATION. 

General  Police. —  Ihe  \Zth    Brumaire,  Zth  Year  of 
the  French  Republic,  o-ne  and  indivifible.     The  Minif- 
ter of  the  General  Police  of  the  Republic  to  hisfelloiu- 
ciiizens. 

**  Citizens  ! 
"  The  Republic  was  threatened  with  an  imminent  deC- 
truftioH. 

"  The  Legiflature  has  jiift  fupported  liberty  on  the  very 
brink  of  ruin,  to  render  it  immortal. 

♦'  The  events  have  been  prepared  for  our  happinefs,  and 
for  that  of  pofterity. 

♦<  Let  all  the  Republicans  be  cafy,  lince  their  wiflies  are 
to  be  accomplifhed  ;  let  them  be  deaf  to  the  perfidious 
infinuations  of  thofe  who  only  look  after  troubles  in  the 
political  events,  and  after  the  perpetuity  of  commotions 
and  vengeance  in  the  troubles. 
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"  Let  the  weak  perfons  cheer  up  again  ;  they  are  fup- 
ported  by  power.  Let  every  one  mind  his  own  biiunci<» 
and  domertic  concerns,  in  perfedt  fccurity. 

"  Let  them  only  be  afraid  atid  cautious  who  are  fprcad-  / 
»ng  alarms,  miflca  ling  the  people,  and  preparing  the  dif- 
orders.  All  the  repreihve  mtalures  are  taken  and  in 
rcadinefsi  the  inftigators  of  troubles,  the  abettors  of  rov- 
alty.  all  thofe  who  would  dare  to  make  an  attempt  againft 
public  or  private  fifety,  (hall  be  fcized  and  punifhed. 
(Signed)         "  The  Minifter  of  Police, 

FoucHn;.'' 

The  Central  Alminidration  of  Paris  likcwife  llliied 
a  Proclamation;  which,  after  recounting  the  diforders 
of  the  country,  a:ul  that  peace  alone  would  put  an 
end  to  them,  concludes  thus : 

"  General  BonaparJc,  on  whom  every  foldier 
and  every  citizen  may  juflly  rely,  is  intruded  wiili 
the  care  ol  vour  fafely  and  with  that  of  the  Legif- 
lature  m  this  awful  crifis  ;  anct  you  will  fee  him  with 
pleafure  acquire  a  new  glory,  by  contributin;^  among 
you  to  the  welfare  of  the  people." 

'I'his  Proclamaiion  was  figiied  by  the  celebrateti 
Binker  Lecotueulx-Canteleu,  Prefidcnt,  and  by  Real 
the  CommifTary. 

On  the  inllant  that  the  Decree  of  the  Council  of 
Ancients  had  pafTed,  Buonaparte  marched  10,000 
troops  to  the  Thuilleries,  and  guarded  every  avenue 
to  the  place  fo  eR'c(f\ually,  that  no  one  was  permitted 
to  pafs  eirlur  into  the  courts,  the  garden,  or  within 
tUe  walls  of  the  caftle.  IK-  had  previoufly  formed 
all  his  difpofitions,  and  he  haranoued  his  troops  in 
the  great  court,  while  three  of  the  Direftors,  and  all 
the  rell  of  Paris,  were  completely  ignorant  of  what 
was  going  forward,  until  the  |)ublication  of  his  Pro- 
clamations.— The  Direftors,  Sieycs  and   Rogrr  Du- 
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COS,  the  latter  of  whom  was  entirely  governed  by 
the  former,  being  both  in  the  fecret.  waited  in  filence 
the  refult  of  the  meeting.  Sieyes  was  walking  in 
the  garden  of  the  Luxembourg,  and  Ducos  was  in 
his  own  apartments,  when  they  were  informed  of 
what  liad  pafled :  they  ordered  their  hoiTes,  galloped 
immediately  to  the  Tbuilleries,  and  joined  the  two 
committees  of  infpe(fHon,  the  generals,  and  the  reft 
of  the  military,  who  were  in  deliberation  upon  the 
meafures  to  be  taken  for  putting  the  decree  of  the 
Council  of  Ancients  in  execution. 

The  Direftor  Barras,  had  been  required  to  give 
in  his  refignation  very  early  in  the  morning,  and 
the  lady,  through  whom  the  requeft  came,  was  em- 
powered to  offer  him  any  pecuniary  affiftance  he 
might  require :  he  at  firft  appeared  to  be  violently 
irritated,  but  in  a  little  time  he  became  more  calm, 
and  acknowledged  that  the  government  required  fomc 
vigorous  individual  at  its  head,  for  it  was  impoffibic 
it  could  go  on  with  five  people,  who  had  no  confi- 
dence in  each  other;  but  ftill  he  refufed  to  fend  in 
his  refignation. 

Gohier,  wtio  was  (hat  morning  to  have-breakfafled 
with  Buonaparte,  was  extremely  furprifed,  foon  after 
he  got  up,  to  find  what  had  pafled,  but,  particularly,  at 
the  decree  for  transferring  the  AfTemblies  to  St.  Cloud : 
he  went,  however,  into  tne  audience  chamber  of  the 
Directory,  and  fent  for  his  colleagues.  Moulins,  who 
■was  equally  furprifed,  came  to  him  immediately  j  but 
they  were  both  flill  more  fo  when  they  heard  that 
Sieyes  was  gone  to  the  Thuilieries;  they  then  fent  for 
Ducos,  and  found  he  was  there  alfo:  Barras  was  fum- 
moned  next,  and  he  reftjfcd  to  come.  Gohier  fent 
immediately  for  La  Garde,  the  Secretary  General,  and 
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ordered  him  to  regifter  a  decree,  which  he  dictated  to 
him  ;  but  La  Garde  aiifuered,  "  That  as  two  mem- 
bers could  not  make  a  majority  of  the  Diredory,  it 
was  impoffible  for  him  to  do  as  he  requeued."  Mou- 
lins  became  extremely  agitated,  and  propofed  imme- 
diately to  fend  a  guard  to  invert  the  houfe  of  Buona=- 
partc,  and  keep  him  aprifoner;  but  he  was  told,  that 
it  would  be  impoffible,  for  every  foldier  then  in  Pajia 
was  under  Buonaparte's  command.  General  Le- 
febvre  was  requefttd  to  attend  them:  but  he  con- 
firmed what  they  had  before  heard,  and  faid,  "  That 
as  he  was  under  the  orders  orders  of  Buonaparte,  he 
could  not  march  a  fingle  man  without  his  permiffion." 
They  then  defpaired  of  retaining  their  power;  and  in 
a  few  minutes  the  Luxembourg  was  invefled  with  a 
flrong  guard,  fent  thereby  Buonaparte. 

By  the  Conftitution  it  was  requifite  that  the  ad  for 
transferring  the  Adcmblies  to  St.  Cloud  fliould  be 
figned  by  a  majority  of  the  Diietf^ory  ;  and  Gohier, 
impelled  by  that  curiofity  and  indecifion  that  charac- 
terizes weaknefs,  went  to  the  Thuillerics  and  added 
his  name  to  thofe  of  Sieyes  and  Ducos.  Unwilling 
to  part  with  his  dignity,  he  repented  of  what  he  had 
done;  and  when  the  great  feal  of  ftate,  which  was  ii\ 
in  his  pofTeffion,  as  Prefident,  was  demanded  of  him, 
he  refufed  to  give  it  up.  As  foon  as  lie  returned  to 
the  Lvixembourg  a  flrong  guard  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed over  him,  and  he  remained  a  prifoner  in  the 
Dire(florial  Palace. 

Moulins  was  fo  overpowered  by  fear  that  he  jumped 
out  of  a  window  which  looked  into  the  garden,  and 
lud  hi:nfi-lf  among  the  buflies  t'U  he  could  get  quietly 
aw£y  :  he  w.s  il  ought  of  fo  Ttile  conftqi;ente  that 
•  u.     r'l    I'rj  r.')!'  ■!  tti  !  ,ok  rfte    h.m. 
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At  noon  Barras  fent  his  refignation  to  Buonaparte, 
by  his  fecretary,  Botot.    The  Ex-director  remained 
in  a  carriage  near  the  Thuilleries  till  Botot  returned 
with  the  refult  of  his  meflage.    Buonapart6  was  in  the 
apartment  of  the  Infpeftors  when  Botot  defired  to 
fpcakvvith  him  :  he  was  introduced  by  Courtois,  and 
having  given  the  paper  to  the  General,  he  inquired, 
in  a  low  voice,  what  Barras  had  to  expeft  from  him. 
*'  Tell  that  man,"  faid  Buonaparte,  "that  Idefire  td 
hear  no  more  of  him,  and  that  I  will  caufe  the  autho- 
rity I  am   intrufted  with  to  be  refpeited."     Then, 
raifing  his  voice  loud  enough  to  be  heard  even  by 
thofe  who  were  in  the  anlichamber,  he  continued  to 
addrefs  tire  aftonifhed  Secretary  :  "  What  have  you 
done,"  faid  Buonaparte,  "  wiih  che  country  which  I 
leftyou  fo  flourifhing  ?    [  left  you  at  peace,  and  I  have 
found  you  at  war:    I  left  you  viftory,  and  I  have 
found  defeat :  1  left  you  conqueft,  and  the  enemy  are 
pafiing  our  frontiers  :  I  left  you  the  treafuresof  Italy, 
and    I  find    nothing   but   opprefTion    and    poverty. 
Where  are  the  hundred  thoufand  heroes,  my  compa- 
nions in  arms,  whom  I  left  covered  with  glory  ?  what 
IS  become  of  ihem  ?  alas !  they  are  no  more  !     This 
ftate  of  things  cannot  laft  long,  in  three  years  it  will 
end  in  defpotifm  ;  but  we  are  for  a  Re/iublic^  founded 
on  the  bajis  of  equality,  civil  liberty,  and  Jiclitical  tolera- 
tion.    If  you  believe  the  aflertions  of  the  factious, 
we  are  the  enemies  of  the  Republic ;  we,  who  have 
flrengthened  it  by  our  labours  and  cemented  it  by  our 
blood  !   but  we  wifli  for  no  better  patriots  than  the 
brave  men  who  have  fuflfered  in  its  fervice." 

This  harangue  was  highly  applauded  ;  and  Botot 
retired  in  confufion,  to  acquaint  Barras  with  what  had 
paffcd.     Barras  obtained  leave  to  retire  to  his  fuperb 
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eftate  of  Gros  Bois,  and  a  party  of  horfe  attended  him, 
as  a  guard  of  fafety. 

Durintr  ihis  lime  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  had 
afTembled,  filled  with  diftrufl  and  fear,  not  knowing 
upon  which  of  their  colleagues  they  were  to  rtly,  and 
dreading  the  treachery  of  fome  whom  they  had  no 
ground  even  to  fufpcft.  Thefe  alarms  had  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  decree  of  the  Council  of  Ancients  and 
the  extraordinary  events  of  the  morning  :  not  know- 
ing the  caufes  from  which  thofe  occurrences  bad  ori- 
ginated, they  were  fluctuating  between  the  conjedare 
and  expectation  which  vague  and  contradictory  ru- 
mours  had  excited,  when  the  Prefident,  Lucicn  Buo- 
naparte, entered  the  hall :  eagernefs  was  depided  in 
moll  of  their  cojjptenances  whilft  he  feated  himfelf. 
From  him  they  expeded  an  authentic  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  morning  and  the  objefts  to  which 
they  were  directed.  Lucien  Buonaparte  had  been 
chofen  their  Prefident  fome  days  before;  and  it  was 
only  known  to  a  very  few  of  the  members,  who  had 
afliftcd  in  procuring  his  appointment,  that  it  was  a 
meafure  effected  by  the  management  and  intrigue  of 
the  new  party  to  allift  their  defigns  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. 

To  Lucicn,  then,  the  brother  of  General  Buona- 
parte, every  eye  was  turned — The  prods  •verbal  was 
read,  and  all  were  eager  to  Ipeak.  The  Prefident 
arofe,  and  read  the  Decree  from  the  Council  of  An- 
cients, which  removed  the  Lf  gidativc  Body  to  the  pa- 
lace of  St.  Cloud.  A  violent  clamour  inllantly  arofe: 
the  Prefident  declared  the  fining  difl'olved,  amidfi  a 
flrong  oppofition :  and  he  iiiMiiediately  quitted  the 
hall,  with  fevcral  of  the  nripfhbcrs,  who  were  attached 
to  the  new  order  of  affairs. 
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The  time  which  was  not  occupied  by  thefe  events, 
and  the  whole  remainder  of  the  day  and  night,  was 
employed  by  Buonaparte,  and  the  other  generals  and 
public  men,  with  Sieyes  at  their  head,  in  preparing 
and  arranging  the  bufinefs  of  the  next  day.  The  Di- 
reftory  now  no  longer  exifted :  Barras  wa^  exiled  to 
his  country  feat  under  a  guard  of  dragoons;  Gohier 
and  Moulins  had  been  put  in  confinement  at  the  Lux- 
embourg; and  the  other  two  Directors,  Sieyes  and 
D«cos,  were  accelerating  the  new  changes.  Every 
public  flreet  and  fquare  in  Paris  was  paraded  by  dif- 
ferent parties  of  foldiery. 


"^ 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

NiNETEtNTH     OF     BrUMAIRK.  —  SUfi/lgS    of    the 

Ijfgijlafixe  Bofli/  at  St.  Cloud. — T/ie  Jacobins  cany 
fixeral  ]\Iofiu?ts  in   the  Council  of  Five  Hundred. — 
Barras   for  mall  >/  fends   in   his  Refignation. — Buona- 
parte's Sjjee^'/i  in  the  Council  of  .Ancients. — He  repairs 
to  the  Council  of  Lite  Hundred;  on  entering  their  Hall 
narroulj/  efcapes  Aj/(r[]ination  hy  being  re/cued. —  The 
Military  a^iirc  him  of  their  Fidelity.— 'Danger  of  the 
Prcfdtnt,  Lucicn  Buonaparte,  in  advocating  his  Bro- 
ther.— He  is  alf>  refcued,  and  acquaints  the  Council  of 
Jlncients  -with  the  Proceedings  in  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred.^-Speech  of  Lvcicn  Buonaparte  to  the  Sol- 
diery.— Buonaparte  orders  the  Members  of  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred  to  be  expelled  from  their  Hall. — The 
Soldiery  drive  thtm  through  the  Doors  and  Windows. 
— Decree  of  the  Council  of  Ancients  thereon.— A  felefi 
Number  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  meet,  under 
the  Protettion  of  the  Military. — I'hcy  decree  Buona- 
parte to  have  deferred  zcell  of  the  Country. — Decree  of 
Urgency,  creating  a  ncui  Goxernment,  and  appointing 
Sieyes,  Ducoi,  and  Ptuonaparte,  Coifuls. — Addrefs  of 
the  Legijlative  Body  to  the  French  People.—  Proclai/ia- 
Hon  of  Buonaparte  to  the  People. — Sj>cech  of  Lucien 
Buonaparte   on  the  Confuls  taking    the   Oaths. — The 
Confuls  arrive  at  ParU  from  St.  Cloud. — Addrefs  of 
the  Confulti  to  the  French  People. — Completion  of  the 
vew  licvolation. 

A  HE  iQth  of  Bruniaiie  (lorli  of  November)  was 
big  with  important  events.  The  cafHe  of  Sr.  Clond 
was  fuiiouiulcd  by  troops  iai  the  morning  before  day- 
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light.  In  conformity  to  the  decree  of  the  Conncilcf 
Ancients,  that  body  and  the  Council  of  Five  Hun- 
dred were  to  hold  their  fittings  there  at  noon:  by 
that  time  the  members  had  repaired  there  in  great 
numbers.  Every  avenue  being  ftriftly  guarded,  the 
Deputies  could  not  pafs  without  (hewing  their  medal : 
only  a  few  other  individuals,  who  had  tickets,  were 
permitted  to  enter  with  them.  The  Piftivre  Gallery 
was  appointed  for  the  Council  of  Ancients  and  the 
Orangerie  for  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  :  but  the 
futings,  which  had  been  appointed  for  twelve,  did 
not  take  place  till  two  o'clock,  owing  to  the  prepara- 
tions of  the  workmen  not  being  finiflied. 

The  debates  were  opened  in  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  by  a  fpeech  from  Gaudin,  propofmg  a 
committee  of  feven  members,  to  lake  into  confuiera- 
tion  the  befl  means  of  providing  for  the  public  fafety.. 
It  was  expefted  that  this  motion  would  have  been 
immediately  carried;  but  fcarcely  had  it  been  fug- 
gefled,  when  feveral  members  of  the  Jacobin  party 
darted  forward  into  the  tribune,  all  eager  to  be  heard. 
The  cry  of  '*  Down  withdiftator?  !"  became  general: 
others  exclaimed,  "The  Conftitution  or  death!  we 
are  not  afraid  of  bayonets,  we  will  die  at  our  pofH" 
and  fome  propofed  that  every  member  fhould  take 
a  frefh  oath  to  preferve  the  Conlttution.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  other  partv  were  f.>  much  thrown  off  their 
guard,  that  the  cry  of  "  Long  live  the  Conftitution  !" 
became  general,  and  the  motion  for  taking  the  oath 
was  agreed  to.  This  was  a  great  viftory  for  the  Ja- 
cobins, it  gave  them  time,  which  was  all  they  wanted. 
The  ceremony  of  renewing  the  oath  took  up  two 
hours :  and  when  this  was  over,  various  propofitions 
were  offered   and  difcuffed  amidft   great  coufufion. 
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At  length  fome  motions  were  propofed  and  adopted, 
totally  oppofite  to  tlie  intentions  of  thofe  who  had 
procured  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  to  St. 
Cloud. 

A    letter   was    now   brought   in,   addrefTed   to  the 
Council:   it  was  opened  by   the  Prefident,  who  an- 
nounced that  it  caine  from  Barras.     On  being  read,  it 
imported  his  refignation,   but  was  couched   in  fuch 
guarded  and  ambiguous  terms  as  feemed  to  intimate  a 
defire  to  bt  employed  in  the  new  Government;   and 
the  letter  gave  rife  to  a  violent  debate,  on  the  qucf- 
tion,   Whether  the  aH^embly  {hculd   proceed   to  tiie 
election  of  a  new  Diredor  ?     Much  of  ihe  confufion 
arofe   from   the  members   who    were    well    dilpoftd 
towards  a  change  of  government,  but  who  had  come 
to  the  AfTembly  totally  ignorant  of  what  was  inteniled 
by   Buonaparte.     They  had   been  eafily  induced  to 
liften   to  the  extravaaant  reports  which  were  circu- 
lated by  the  Jacobins,   who  produced  all  the  confu- 
fion which  had  arii-^n. 

The  dang<:r  became  imminent,  ard  the  preven- 
tion of  a  civil  war  required  that  fome  vigorous  mea- 
fures  fliould  be  taken  to  complete  the  revolution. 
Buona[)arte  being  informed  of  the  tumultuous  dif- 
cuflio  13  became  violently  atntatcd.  He  h.iftcned  to 
the  Council  of  Anci(  nts,  and,  having  left  his  arms 
in  an  antichamber,  entered  the  AlTcmbly,  and  re- 
quefted  permiffion  to  addrefs  the  fitting.  Leave  was 
given,  and  he  inftantly  delivered  the  following  ha- 
rangu<^  with  great  animation. 

"  Rcprcfcntaiives  of  the  People  I 
'*  \  ou  arc  placed  in  no  common  circumftances ;  you  arc 
on  the  mouth  of  a  volcano,   which  is  ready  to  devour  you. 
Permit  mc  to  fpeak  to  you  with  the  franknefs  of  a  fol- 
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dier  and  the  candour  of  a  citizen,  zealous  for  the  welfare 
of  his  country ;  and  fufpend,  I  befeech  you,  your  judg- 
ments, until  I  have  finiflied  what  I  have  to  fay. 

"  I  was  living  peaceably  at  Paris  when  I  received  your 
Decree,  which  informed  me  of  your  dangers,  and  1  haf- 
tened  to  come  to  your  affiftance,  with  my  brother  foldiers. 
Is  not  the  blood  which  we  have  fhed  in  battle  a  fufficient 
proof  of  our  devoted  attachment  to  the  Republic,  of  our 
pure  and  difinterefted  motives  ?  Have  they  who  dare  to 
lift  their  voices  againft  us  given  fimilar  pledges?  as  a  re- 
ward for  our  fervices,  they  load  us  with  calumnies,  and 
talk  of  a  modern  Caefar,  a  fecond  Cromwelf.  They 
fpeak  of  a  military  government  and  a  confpiracy.  Alas  ! 
the  moft  dangerous  of  all  confpiracies  is  that  which  fur- 
rounds  us  every  where,  that  of  the  public  mifery  which 
continues  to  increafe. 

"  It  would  be  facrilegious  to  attempt  the  deftruflion  of 
a  reprefentative  government  in  the  age  of  knowledge  and 
liberty.  No  one,  but  a  madman,  would  attempt  to  ruin 
the  fuccefs  of  a  republic  over  ail  the  royalty  of  Europe, 
after  having  fupported  it  with  fo  much  glory  and  peril  as 
1  have  done.  Have  not  ignorance,  folly,  and  treafon 
reigned  lorg  enough  in  our  country  ?  have  they  not  com- 
mitted fufRcient  ravages  ?  what  clafs  has  not,  in  turn, 
futfered  by  them  ?  Have  not  Frenchmen  been  long 
enough  divided  into  parties,  eager  and  defifous  to  opprefs 
each  other  ?  The  time  is  at  length  arrived  to  put  an  end 
to  thefe  difaflers.  You  have  charged  me  to  prefent  you 
•with  the  means,  and  1  will  not  deceive  your  expefta- 
tions. 

"  If  I  had  had  any  perfonalor  ambitious  objefts  in  viev/ ; 
if  I  had  wifhed  to  crufli  the  liberty  of  my  country  ;  if  I 
had  wifhed  to  ufurp  the  fupreme  authority,  I  fliould  not 
have  obeyed  the  orders  you  gave  me  ;  I  Ihould  have  had 
no  occafion  for  the  mandate  of  the  Senate. — More  than 
once,  in  extremely  favourable  circumftances,  have  I  been 
called  to  take  the  reins  of  government.     After  our  tri- 
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umplis  in  Italy,  I  was  invited  to  it  by  the  defire  of  the 
nation,  by  tlie  requell  of  my  comrades,  and  by  that  of 
the  foldiers,  who  have  been  oppreffed  in  my  abfence  ;  of 
the  foldiers  who  are  ftill  obliged  to  carry  on  a  moft  hor- 
rible war  in  the  departments,  which  wifdom  and  order  had 
calmed,  and  which  folly  and  treafon  have  rekindled. 

"The  country  has  not  a  more  zealous  defender  than  mj- 
ftlf;  I  am  entirely  devoted  to  the  execution  of  your  or- 
ders ;  but  it  IS  on  you  alone  that  its  fafety  depends — for 
the  Direftory  is  no  more.  Four  of  the  magiftrates  who 
compofcd  it  have  given  in  their  refignations  ;  dangers  prefa 
hard  ;  the  evil  augments  ;  the  Minifter  of  Police  has  juft 
informed  me,  that  in  La  Vendee  feveral  places  are  already 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Chouans.  The  Council  of 
Ancients  is  invefted  with  great  power  ;  but,  it  is  alfo  ani- 
mated by  ftill  greater  wifdom  ;  confult  that  alone,  confidcc 
the  near  approach  of  dangers,  and  prevent  anarchy.  Lee 
us  endeavour  to  prefervc  the  two  objcf^s  for  which  we 
have  made  fo  many  facrinccs — Liberty  and  Equality.  Li- 
berty alone  is  dear  to  me,  and  I  never  wifh  to  fcrve  any 
fa6Vion  or  party  whatever.  1  willi  to  fcrve  tlie  French 
people  alone.  Let  us  not  then  be  divided.  Unite  your 
wtl'dom  and  your  firmnel's  to  the  force  which  furrounds 
me,  and  I  will  devote  myl'elf  to  the  fafety  of  the  Re- 
public." 

«<  And  of  the  Conftitution  I"  exclaimed  Morcau  de 
I'Y'inne. 

"  The  Conftitution  !"  replied  Bonaparte  with  indignant 
warmth.  "  Does  it  become  you  to  name  it?  what  is  it 
but  a  heap  of  ruins  ?  Has  it  not  been  fuccefiivcly  the  fport 
of  every  party  ?  Have  yo  j  not  trampled  upon  it  on  the 
j8th  Fru£\idor,  the  iSth  Floreal,  and  iSth  Prairial  ? — 
The  Conftitution  !  Has  not  every  kind  of  tyranny  been 
cxcrcifed  in  its  name  fincc  the  day  of  its  cftabliftiment  ? 
Who  has  been,  or  who  can  be,  fafe  under  it  ?  Is  not  its 
mfufficicncy  maniftllcd  by  tlu:  numerous  ciimcs  which  have 
\»h,  III.-^NO.  XXXVI.  N   n 
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bccH  committed  in  its  name,  even  by  thofe  who  are  fwear- 
jng  to  it  a  contempiuous  fidelity  ?  All  the  rights  of  the 
people  have  been  indignantly  violated. 

♦'  To  rc-eflablilh  thofe  rights  on  a  firm  foundation,  we 
muft  labour  to  confolidate  the  Republic  and  liberty  of 
France. 

"  As  foon  as  thefe  objefls  be  attained,  and  the  dangers  of 
the  country  (hall  have  fubfided,  I  will. abdicate  the  com- 
mand which  has  been  committtd  to  me,  and  will  bi- 
come  the  fupporting  arm  of  the  magiftracy,  whom  ytu 
may  think  proper  to  nominate." 

Cornudet  here  eagerly  confirmed  the  affcrtions  of  Buo- 
jiapart^,  "  and"  faid  he,  "  1  am  acquainted  with  fom« 
criminal  opinions  that  are  entertamed  of  the  General, 
which  can  only  be  developed  and  difcuffcd  in  the  abfence 
of  ft  rangers." 

The  fpe£tators  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  as  foon 
as  the  Hall  was  cleared  Buonaparte  continued  : 

"  Criminal  opinions !  I  could  reveal  to  yoii  circuni(lan> 
ces  which  would  inftantly  confound  my  calumniators. 
But  it  is  enough  to  tell  you,  that  even  two  of  your  late  ma- 
giftrates — the  Direftors  Barras  and  Moulins,  themfelves, 
advifed  me  to  overturn  the  Government,  and  put  myfelf 
at  the  head  of  affairs.  I  repulled  thefe  overtures,  becaufc 
liberty  is  dearer  tu  me  than  life.  Several  faftions  have 
tendered  me  their  fcrvices,  but  I  have  rejected  all  their 
overtures  as  unworthy  the  ear  of  a  Republican. 

*'  I  fpeak  with  the  frankat-fs  jf  a  foldier.  I  am  a 
flrangci  to  the  art  of  eloquence  j  I  have  always  foUo'^'ved 
the  God  of  War,  an.'  Fortune  and  the  God  of  W'^rare 
with  me.  Be  not  afraid,  Kcp.  sfcntatives  of  the  i  ople  ! 
of  criminal  plots  ;  I,  and  my  brave  comrades  iha..  ever  be 
ready  to  defend  you,  and  the  Republic— (G/fl«f/«^  his  eyes 
towards  the  foldier s^  tvho  were  on  duty  within  the  Hall,)  "  I 
appeal  fellow  foldiers,"  faid  he,  "  to  you — You,  be- 
fore wh  ;n  the  Jacobins  dtf.ie  to  make  me  appear  the 
enemy  of  liberty — Yc  J,  grenadiers,  whole  caps  I  fee  j  you, 
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fofdiers,  whofc  bayonets  I  have  fo  often  dirc6\ed  to  the 
fliame  and  cnnfufion  of  our  enemies,  and  to  the  laftiag 
dilgrace  ;  and  which-  you  have  fo  often  employed  in  the 
foundation  of  feveral  rcpuhhcs — I  entreat  you  to  turn 
thofe  dreadful  bayopets  againft  my  own  brcaft,  if  ever  you 
bt'iold  mc  aban-don  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

♦'  Reprercntatives  of  the-  People  !  I  conjure  you  to  adopt 
the  molt  prompt  and  energetic  raeafures  to  favc  the  coun- 
try."— B'uonapavrc  now  rctiitd. 

The  Council  oi  Five  Hundred  were  engaged  in  violent 
diiiiilfion,  when  B-uonaparte  tuddeniy  entered  tlie  Hall, 
unarmed,  and  accojnpanicd  by  a  few  grenadiers  alfu  witiv- 
out  arms,  and  who  waited  witlnn'the  door. — He  advanced 
towards  the  top  of  the  Hrtii,  and  the  Council  was  inftantly 
in  motion  :  '*  A  Genera!  here  !"  cried  they,  "  what  does 
Buonapart6  want  wjir.  us  >  This  is  not  your  place.  Some 
of  the  members  flew  to  the  tribunes,  others  haftened  to- 
wards Buonapart^r,  vehemently  exclaiming,  "  No  diftators  ! 
Down  with  the  Tyrant  !  Down  with  him  !  Kill  him,  kill 
him!"  He  was  pufhed  back  and  (truck  at.  Several  of 
the  Council  diew  poniards  and  pillols;  and  Arena,  a 
native  of  Corfica,  and  one  of  the  Deputies,  aimed  a  blow 
at  him  with  a  dagger.  Thome,  a  grenadier,  parried  it 
with  his  arm,  and  was  wounded. — By  another  blow  Buo- 
rapartd  was  woundtd  in  the  check. 

The  Prefident,  Lucien  Buonaparte,  with  great  difficulty 
obtained  leave  to  fpeak  :  "  Tiie  General,"  faid  he,  •'  has, 
undoubtedly,  no  other  intuntion  than  to  acquaint  the  Coun- 
cil with  ihc  preftnt  fituation  of  affairs." — Loud  clamours 
and  threats  prevented  his  being  heard  any  further  ;  and 
the  General  was  fo  overpowered  by  the  number  of  thofc 
who  rulhed  forward  to  attack  him,  that  he  was  on  the 
point  of  falling,  when  General  Ltfebvrc  ruflied  into  the 
Hall  with  a  body  of  armed  grenadiers,  who  furrounded 
him  and  earned  him  out.  As  foon  as  the  foldiers  had  left 
the  Hall,  the  members  inftantly  decreed,  that  the  Council 
of  Ancients  had  no  power  to  invert   Buonaparte  with   the 
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command,    as  that  authority   could   be  conferred   by  the 
Direftory  alone.     The  Prefident,  Lucien,  animadverted 
with  great  energy  on  the  diforders  of  the  day,  and  on  the 
ferocious  infults  which  fome  of  the   members  had  offered 
towards  an  illuftrious  general,  who  had  rendered  the  mod 
/jgnal  and  permanent  fervices  ro  the  Republic. — Several 
members  cried  our,  «<  Outlaw  him  J  he  has  difgraced  his 
military  charafter,  and  he  deferves  death  from  the  hand  of 
every   patriot :"    others  faid,    "  The  Prefident  is  in  the 
confpiracy,  or  he  would  have  proclaimed  the  General  out- 
lawed."— The  AfTembly  had  become  a  mob,  and  the  Pre- 
fident was  attacked  on  all  fides. — His  authority  being  no 
longer  fubmitted  to,   and  his  life  even    endangered  ;    he 
darted  from  the  chair — indignantly  ftnpped  himfelf  of  the 
infignia  of  his  office,  and  made  his  way  to  the  tribune  ; 
when  he  had  mounted  it,  he  attempted  to  make  himfelf 
be  heard — his  voice  was  drowned  in  loud  cries  againft  him- 
felf and  his  brother. — He  violently  exerted  himfelf,  but  to 
no  effefl ;  and  tears  of  agony  and  indignation  darted  from 
his  eyes.     His  deftruftion  feemed  almoft  inevitable. 

When  the  foldiers,   by  whom  General  Buonaparte  was 
refcued,    had   efcorted  him  to  the   outfide    of   the   Hall, 
in  a  few  inftants  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  his  late 
danger.— He  hafiened  to  the  court  of  the  caftle,  where  the 
troops   were   drawn    up,   and   inftantly   addreffed   them ; 
V  Soldiers"  faid  he,  •'  Everybody  thought  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  Five  Hundred  would  fave  the  country,  but,  inftead 
of  that,  I  have  feen   only  a  furious  and  outrageous  mob, 
ready  to  deftroy   me.     ]   have  <ome  enemies  ;  Comrades^ 
reay  I  rely  on  you."—"  Yes,  yes,"  fhouted  they,  "  Long 
live    Buonaparte  1" — He    feleited   fome   grenadiers,    who 
threw  open  the  doors  of  the  Hall,  juft  as  Lucien  had  feared 
that  he  fliould  fall  by  the  ftilettos  of  the  Deputies.     He 
was  carried  off  amidft   their  vociferations,  and  he  imme- 
diately  proceeded  to  the  Council  of  Ancients,  to  whom 
h«  related  the  recent  danger  of  hit  brother  and  himfelf,  in 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred.— Lucien  was  interrupted 
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in  his  fpeech,  by  Regnier  obferving  the  irregularity  of  let- 
ting a  member  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  fpeak  in  the 
Council  of  Elders.  This  objection,  however  was  over- 
looked, and  Lucien  Buonaparte  afterwards  went  to  his  bro- 
ther, wlio  was  inTpiriting  the  troops  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  his  objtfl :  after  a  moment's  conference  with  the  Gene- 
ral, Lucien  irounted  a  horfe,  in  order  to  be  better  feen  and. 
beard,  and  addrefled  the  fuldiers  to  the  following  cffeft : 

"  CiTizKss  !— As  Prcfident  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  i  declare  to  you,  that  the  immenie  majority  of 
the  Council  is  now  fubdued  by  the  terror  of  fome  reprc* 
fentativcs,  armed  with  poniards,  and  threatening  with  death 
thofe  who  would  refufc  to  comply  with  their  deftrudlive 
meafurcs.  I  declare  to  you,  that  thofe  audacious  assassins,. 
no  doubt  paid  by  England,  are  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  againft 
the  Council  of  Ancients,  and  have  threatened  with  an  out- 
lawry the  very  General  intruftcd  with  the  wife  mcafures  of 
that  Council;  as  if  we  were  ftill  in  the  dreadful  times  of 
their  reign,  when  the  word  outlavjed  !  was  fufficient  to  cut 
ofif  the  moft  illuftrious  heads  of  the  country,  J  declare  to 
you,  that  thofe  few  aCTaffins  are  themfelves  outlawed  for 
having  attacked  the  liberty  of  that  Council.  In  the  name 
of  the  people,  who,  fince  fo  many  years,  are  the  vi£lims  of 
thofc  wretched  children  of  terror,.  1  entruft  to  the  brave 
foldiers  the  honourable  talk  of  refcuing  the  majority  cf  th* 
Reprcftntatives ;  in  order,  that,  after  being  protcfttd  by 
the  bayonets  againft  the  poniards,  they  may  be  able  to  dcli-- 
berate  for  the  welfare  of  the  Republic. 

"  General !  Soldiers !  and  Citizens  !  you  will  only  ac-- 
kuowledge  for  French  legiHators  thcfe  who  follow  me  out 
of  that  fcditious  affembly  i  thofe  who  remain  in  the  Oran- 
gcrie  muft  be  driven  from  thence  by  force.  Thofe  affaf- 
fiDs  are  not  rtpreftniativcs  of  the  people,  but  reprtfentatfjes 
of  the  poniard :  fuch  fliall  be  their  title  wherever  thty  i^ay 
go;  and,  whenever  they  will  dare  to  fltow  themfcivcs  to 
the  people,  let  them  be  pointed  at  under  the  diferved  ap- 
pellation of  "  RiprtfcDiativcs  of  the  poniard.'' 

N  03 
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Lucien  Buonaparte  concluded  his  fpeech  by  crying  out, 
*'  Long  live  the  Republic !"  and  the  foldiers  Ihouted, 
*'  Long  live  the  Republic  !    Long  live  Buonaparte  !" 

General  Serrurier  made  the  following  fhort  and  energetic 
fpeech  to  the  foldiers  : 

'*  SoLi>iERS  ! — The  Council  of  Elders  approves  Gene- 
ral Buonaparte,  whom  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  has 
attempted  to  affaifinate.  Villains!  we  will  overcome  them, 
and  peace  Ihall  be  reftored."  ; 

The  troops  were  then  ordered  to  enter  the  hall  of  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred.  The  commandin;'  officer  ex- 
claimed  :  "  General  Buonaparte  commands  us  to  clear  the 
ha  11."  The  grenadiers  advanced  and  filled  the  firll  half  of 
the  hall,  the  other  half  was  occupied  by  the  Deputies  who 
did  not  retire,  and  who  had  crowded  round  the  Preli- 
dent's  chair.  A  member,  called  Talot,  faid  to  the  foldiers  : 
"  What  are  you  foldiers  ?  You  are  the  guardians  of  the 
national  reprefentation — and  you  dare  to  menace  its  fafety 
and  independence  !  Is  it  thus  you  tarnifh  the  laurels  you 
have  gained  in  battle  ?"  Many  of  the  members  addreffed 
the  foldiers,  conjuring  them  in  the  name  of  Liberty  not  to 
follow  their  leaders.  The  drums  now  beat  and  the  voices 
of  the  members  could  not  be  heard.  The  grenadiers  then 
trought  their  mulkets  to  the  charge,  and  a  dreadful  fcene 
of  alarm  and  difmay  was  exhibired  by  the  tardy  Depu- 
ties :  in  their  hafte  to  efcape  from  the  bayonets  of  the  fol- 
diers they  choakcd  up  the  windows  and  doors  and  tumbled 
over  one  another.  The  chamber  was  foon  cleared  of  them, 
amidft  the  cries^  by  the  foldiers,  of  ''Long  live  the  Republicl 
Long  live  Buonaparte  !"  and  they  were  received  on  the  out- 
fide  by  the  hootings  jnd  hilTes  of  the  people. 

The  Council  of  Ancients  was  acquainted  with  the  oc- 
currences in  the  hall  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and 
at  fix  o'clock  they  iffued  a  decree,  to  the  following  purport  : 

•'  Confidering  the  retreat  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hun- 
dred, and  that  of  four  DireAors,  the  fifth  (Gohier)  being 
confined,  a  temporary  executive  ComoiiiriOD,  o£ three  mem- 
bers, feall  be  appointed. 
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"  The  Legiflature  is  adjourned  to  the  ift  of  Nivofe  next, 
(December  22)  when  it  will  meet  again  in  Paris,  without 
farther  convocation. 

"  During  the  recefs  there  will  be  an  intermedia!  com- 
mifliyn  of  the  Council  of  Ancients,  the  only  exiting  one,  in 
order  to  proteft  the  rights  of  the  national  reprtfentation. 

"  The  intermedial  commiirion  is  authorized  to  conToke 
the  Legiflature  previous  to  that  time,  if  it  deems  that  con- 
venient. 

'•  The  fitting  is  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  eve- 
ning, when  the  Council  Ihall  proceed  to  the  execution  of  th« 
above-mentioned  meafures." 

About  nine  o'clock  thofe  members  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  who  had  followed  Lucien  Buonaparte,  their  Pre- 
fident,  were  again  aflfembled  in  the  Orangerie,  under  the 
prote£tion  of  the  troops.  Lucien  once  more  took  the  chair 
in  fafety,  and  fent  a  mtflfage  to  the  Council  to  inform  them 
of  their  having  met  :  he  then  moved  the  following  Relolu- 
tions,  w  hich  were  immediately  pafiTeJ  : 

"  The  Council  of  Five  Hundrec'  declares,  That  General 
Buonaparte,  and  the  other  generals  and  officers  command- 
ipgthe  troops,  aslikcwife  the  foldiers  employed  at  St.  Cloud, 
having  fivcd  the  majority  of  the  Legiflature  and  the  Re- 
public, attacked  by  a  factious  minority,  compofed  of  af- 
faHins,  have  deferved  well  of  their  country. 

••  The  Council  declares,  That  the  two  brave  grenadiers, 
Thomas  Thome  and  1.  B.  Poirct,  who  have  defended  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte  againft  the  poniards  of  the  afTrtlfins,  have 
alfo  deferved  well  of  the  country." 

Chazal  propofcd  that  a  committee  of  five  members  fliould 
be  appointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  forming  a  new  go- 
Yernment  :  after  this  was  adopted  Lucien  Buonaparte  quit- 
ted the  Prefidcnt's  chair,  mounted  the  tribune,  and  pro- 
nounced an  animated  harangue  on  the  dilaflers  of  the  Re- 
public, arifing  from  the  mifconduft  of  the  late  govenii.icnt, 
and  the  ncceflity  of  appointing  a  new  one.  His  fptcch 
^as  received  with  the  ioudcll  appUufc  And  repciiced  ciies  of 
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"  Long  live  the  Republic  !"  Boulay  de  la  Meurthe  foon 
after  returned  with  the  report  of  the  fecret  committee,  con- 
taining the  projeft  of  a  decree  for  appointing  a  new  go- 
vernment: he  prefaeed  his  motion  by  a  long  fpeech,  in 
which  he  enlarged  on  the  profligacy  and  incapacity  of  the 
Direftory,  as  well  as  on  the  dsfefls  of  the  Ccnftitution  it- 
felf,  and  the  necefnty  of  a  ftrong  executive  power,  to  give 
folidity  to  the  ftate,and  prevent  the  return  of  anarchy. 

The  Council  then  pafTed  the  following  decree,  in  fixteen 
articles. 

ift.  "  There  is  no  longer  an  Executive  Directory,, 
and  the  following  perfons  are  no  longer  members  of  the. 
national  reprefentation,  on  account  of  the  exceffes  and  the 
violent  attempts  which  they  have  uniformly  made,  and 
particularly  the  greater  part  of  them  in  the  fitting  of  this 
morning : 

Joubert,  Jonanne,  Talot,  Duplantier,  Arena,  Garaud, 
Qi^irot,  Leclerc,  Chappers,  Briche,^  Poulain — Grandpre, 
Bertrand,  Goupilleau,  Daubermefnil,  Marquefi,  Guefdon, 
Grandmaifon,  CrocalTand,  Dormond,.Frifon,  Deffaix,  Ber- 
gaffe,  Laziroul,  Montpellier,  Conftant,  Briot,  Deftrem,. 
Carrere,  Lagarriere,  Gorraud,  Legot,  Blin,  B  ulay  Paty, 
Soniihe,  Demoor,  Rigonet,  Mentor,  BoiiEer,  Bailly,  Bou- 
rier,  Prichet,  Honore  Declerc,  Bouffot,  Galtin,  Laurent, 
Keitz,  Prudhom,  Porte,  Truck,  Delbrez,Lfcyris,Doche: 
Dehille,  Stevenotte,  Lefage  Senaul',  Chalemele,  Andre, 
Memartelle,  Colombei,  Phillippe,  Moreau,  Jourdan,  Le-- 
tourneur,  Citadella,  Jourdan  and  Bordas. 

ad.     The  Legillativc  Body  creates,  provifionally,  an  Ex-- 
cutive  Confular  Committee,  compofed  of  citizens  SiBYES 
and  Roger  Ducos,  Ex-directors,  and  Bvonaparte, 
General.     Thev  Hiall  bear  tnt  name  of  "  Consuls  of 
THE  French  Republic." 

3d.  This  Committee  is  invefted  with  the  full  powers  of 
the  Dire(51:ory,andefpecia!ly  commiffionedto  organize  order 
in  all  pans  of  the  adminitUation,  tore-eftabliHi  internal tran- 
quilhty,  and  to  procure  an  honourable  and  folid  peace. 
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4th.  It  is  authorized  to  fend  delegates  with  a  power  li- 
mitfd  according  to  its  own  power. 

5th.  The  Legiflative  Body  is  adjourned  to  the  20th  of 
February  :  it  is  to  meet  at  that  period,  in  full  power,  at 
Paris. 

6th,  During  the  adjournment  of  the  Legiflative  Body 
the  members  fliall  prelcrve  their  indemnity  and  their  con- 
ftitutional  fecurity. 

7th.  They  may,  without  lofing  their  quality  as  reprc- 
fentativcs  of  the  people,  be  employed  as  minifttrs,  diplo- 
matic agents,  delegates  of  the  executive  confular  committee, 
and  in  all  other  civil  funftions ;  they  are  even  invited,  m  the 
name  of  the  public  good,  to  accept  them. 

8th.  Before  their  reparation,  and  during  the  time  of 
their  fitting,  each  Council  Ihall  name,  from  among  their 
members,  a  committee  of  twenty-five  members. 

9th.  The  Committees  appointed  by  the  Two  Councils 
will,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Committee  of  the  Executive 
Confulate,  determine  upon  all  urgent  objects  relative  to  the 
police,  legiflation,  and  finance. 

loth.  To  the  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hun- 
i!red  will  belong  the  right  of  propofing,  and  to  that  of  the 
Council  of  Elders  that  of  fandtioning  them. 

nth.  The  Two  Committees  will  alfo,  in  the  order 
above- mentioned,  regulate  the  changes  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
Conftitution  which  experience  may  have  (hewn  to  be  in- 
convenient or  vicious. 

1 2th.  Thefc  changes  can  have  no  other  objcft  but  that 
of  confolidating  and  guaranteeing  inviolably  the  fovereignty 
of  the  people;  the  republic  one  and  indivilible;  the  repre- 
fentative  fylkm  ;  the  divifion  of  power  ;  liberty,  equality  ; 
and  the  fafcty  of  property. 

13th.  The  Executive  Confulate  Committee  may  lay  be- 
fore the  other  Commiitccs  their  views  upon  thcfe  fuhjcfti. 

14th,  The  Two  Committees  arc  charged  to  prepare  a 
civil  code. 

15th.    TUcir  fittings  will  be  held  at  Paris,  in  the  palace 
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of  the  Legi/lative  Body,  and  they  may  be  convoked  extra- 
ordinarily, for  the  ratification  of  peace,  or  in  cafe  of  great 
public  danger. 

i6th.  Thefc  Refolutions  fliall  be  printed,  and  fent,  by 
extraordinary  couriers,  to  the  departments,  and  fwlemnly 
publifhed  and  ftuck  tip  in  all  the  communes  of  the  Re- 
public." 

This  Decree  was  fent  to  the  Council  of  Ancients,  and  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  compofed  the  following  Addrcfs 
from  the  Legiflative  Body  to  the  French  People  : 

St.  Cloud,  10th  November,  1799. 

"  Frenchmen  I— The  Republic  has,  once  more,  been 
favtxl  from  the  attacks  of  the  faftious.  Your  faithful  Re- 
prefcntatives  have  broken  the  poniards  in  the  hands  of  the 
affafTins,  who  threatened  you  with  deftruftion:  they  felt 
that  it  was  time  to  terminate  for  ever  fuch  terrible  commo- 
tions ;  and,  having  confulted  but  their  duty  and  their  cou- 
rage, they  are  confident  to  have  proved  worthy  of  their 
conftituents» 

"  Frenchmen  !  your  mutilated  liberty,  ftill  bleeding  from 
the  wounds  made  by  the  Revolutionary  Government, 
thought  to  have  found  fhelter  under  a  conftitution  which 
promifed  at  leaft  fome  reft.  The  want  of  repofe  was  ge- 
nerally felt,  a  deep  terror  was  ftill  imprefiTcd  on  every  foul, 
and  the  awful  crifis  was  not  forgotten.  Your  military  glory 
might  have  effaced  the  moft  wonderful  achievements  of  an- 
tiquity. Struck  with  admiration,  the  Europeans  were  elated 
with  your  glory,  and  made  fecret  vows  for  theobjeft  you 
aimed  at;  in  (hort,  your  enemies  fued  for  peace:  everv- 
thmg  feemed  to  co-operate  to  enfure  you,  at  laft,  the  peace- 
ful enjoyment  of  liberty  and  happinefs;  that  happinefs  and 
that  liberty  which  alone  can  enfure  it  feemed  likely  to  re- 
ward fuch  generous  endeavours.  But  feditious  men  have 
conftantly  attacked  with  boldnefs  the  weak  fide  of  your 
Conftitution;  they  have  cunningly  availed  themfelves  of 
thofe  articles  which  might  lead  tonewr  commotions.  The 
conftitutional  fyftem  has  been  but  a  ftring  of  revolutions,  ia 
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different  (hapes,  of  which  the  fcveral  faftions  have  taken 
advantage  :  even  thofc  who  wiflied  the  moft  to  abide  by  the 
Conftitution  have  bten  often  compelled  to  enforce  its  viola- 
tion to  prevent   its  deftruftion.     From   fuch  an  unl'ettled 
ftate  of  government  proceeded  the  ftill  more  unlcttled  (late 
of  Icgiflation,  and  the  moft  facred  rights  of  focial  man  have 
been  abandoned  to  the  whims  of  faflions  and  events.     Jt  is 
high  time  to  put  a  period  to  fuch  commotions ;  it  is  higii 
tinae  to  give  folid  guarantees  to  the  liberty  of  the  citizens, 
to  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  to  the  independence  of  the 
conftitutional  powers  j   in  a  word,  to  the  Commonwealth, 
the  name  of  which  lias  ferved  but  too  often  to  authorize  the 
violation  of  all  principles  :   it  is  high   time   that  the  Great 
Nation  may  have  a  becoming  government,  a  fteaiJy  and  wiic 
government,  who  may  give  you  a  fpeedy  and  folid  peace, 
and  cnfure  you  a  real   happinefs.     Frenchmen  I  thofc  are 
the  motives  which  h:jve  occafioned  the  energetic  mcahirts 
of  the  legidature.     In  order  to  obtain  more  rapidly  the  final 
and  complete  rtftoration  of  every  branch  of  the  admiuiftra- 
tion   a  temporary  government  is   inftituted  :   they  are  in- 
verted with  a  fufficient  power  to  enforce  the  refpeft  of  the 
laws,  to  prote<ft  the  peaceful  citizens,  and  to  rcprefs  all  the 
confpirators  and  wicked  men.    Royalty  /hall  no  longer  rear 
its  head  :  the  frightful  remains  of  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment fliall  difappear  ;  republic  and  liberty  fhall  ceafc  to  be 
phantonas:   a  new  age  (liall  begin.     Frenchmen!    ftand  by 
your  magirtrates  :   nothing  can  diminifh  the  zeal  of  thofe 
who  have  had  the  courage  to  conceive  fuch  flattering  and 
fublime  hopes  for  your  welfare  :   the   fucctfs  now  depends 
on  your  confidence,  on  your  union,  and  on  your  wifdom. 
Soldiers  of  liberty  I   you   will  be  de.iF  to  every  pcrtidious 
infinuation ;  you  will  purfue  your  vlftorious  career  ;  you 
will  conquer  peace,  in  order  to  come  back  among  voir  bro- 
thers, to  enjoy  all  the  bUliin^s  you  have  enfured  them,  and 
to  receive  from  the  national  gratitude  the  honourt  and  the 
rewards  worthy  of  your  glorious  deeds. 

"  Long  lire  the  Reputltc  1" 
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Buonapart^,  in  the  interim,  was  bufied  in  preparing  a 

Proclamation,  with  the  affiftance  of  his  fecretary,  Bou- 

jienne,  and  it  was  ilTued  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  on  the 

19th  Brumaire,  (loth  November,  1799)  in  the  following 

form  : 

PROCLAMATION 
Of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Buonaparte, 
"  On  my  return  to  Paris  I  found  difcord  reigning  among 
all  the  Conftituted  Authorities,  and  that  they  agreed  only 
refpeftingone  truth,  viz.   '  That  the  conftitution  was  half 
deftroyed,  and  was  unable  to  fave   the  caufe  of  Liberty.* 
All  parties  came  to  me,  entrufted   me  with  their  defigns, 
difciofed  to  me  their  fecrets,  and  folicited  my  fupport.     I 
refufcd  to  lend  myfelf  to  any  party.     The  Council  of  Ei- 
ders called  me  before  them.     1  obeyed  the  call,    A  plan  of 
general  rcftoraf  ion  had  been  concerted  by  men  in  whom  the 
nation  is  accuftomed  to  behold  the  defenders  of  liberty,  of 
equality,  of  property.     This  plan  required  a  calm  and  free 
inveftigation,   unbiakd  by  any  influence  or  by  any  fears. 
Agreeably  to  this  idea,  the  Council  of  Elders  refolved  upon 
transferring    the   Legiflative   Body   to   St.   Cloud :    they 
charged   me  with   the   military  force   ncctflary  to  proteft 
their  independence.    1  deemed  it  a  duty  I  owed  to  my  fellow 
citizens,  the  foldiers,  who  are  perifliing  in  our  armies,  and 
the  national  glory,  acquired  by  their  blood,  to  accept  that 
command.     The   Councils  aflfcmbled   at  St,   Cloud  ;  the 
Republican  tn  ops  watch  over  their  external  fecurity  j  but 
affaffins  make  terror  prevail  in  the  interior.     Several  De- 
puties of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  armed  with  ftilettos 
andpiftols,  circulated  all  around  rhem  the  threats  and  ter- 
rors of  death.     The  plans  that  were  to  be   developed  are 
limited  ;     the    majority   diforganized,    the   moft    intrepid 
fpeakers  difconcerted,  and  the  propofal  and  agitation  of  any 
wife  meafure  became  utterly  ufeltfs.,  I  communicated  my 
indignation  and  my  forrow  to  the  Council  of  Elders ;  I  re- 
quefted  to  be  allowed  to  fecure  the  execution  of  their  gene- 
rous <Jefignj;  I  reprefented  to  them  the  calamitits  of  the 


Napoleon  boonaparte.  433 

country  by  which  they  had  been  fuggeftcd  ;   they  Joined 
me  in  new  teftimonies  of  their  conftant  determination.     I 
appeared  in  the   Council  of  Five  Hundred  alone,  without 
arms,  my  head  uncovered,  fuch  as  the  Elders  had  received 
and  applauded  me.     I  went  to  remind  the  majority  of  the 
intentions  by  which  they   were   animated,   and   to  affure 
them  that  they  might  rely  on  their  power.     The  ftilettos, 
by  which  the  Deputies  were  menaced,  were  immediately 
raifed  againft   him    who   wilhed    to   be  their  deliverer. 
Twenty  afTalTins  darted  upon  me  and  aimed  at  my  brcaft  ; 
the  grenadiers  of  the  Legislative  Body,  whom  I  had   left 
at  the  door  of  the  hall,  ran  up  and  threw  themfclves  be- 
tween the  aflfaflins  and  me  ;  one  of  thefe  brave  grenadiers, 
named  Thome,  received  a  blow  of  a  ftiletto,  which  pierced 
his  cloaths — they  carried  mc  off.     At  the  fame  moment, 
the  cries  of  "  Declare  him  an  oulltiw  !"  were  heard  againil 
the  man  who  wifhed  to  defend  the  law.     It  was  the  frantic 
cry  of  the  affaflin  againft  the  force  deftined  to  rob  him  of 
his  prey. — They  thronged  round  the  Prefideni  with  threats 
in  their   mouths,  and   arms  in  their  hands  ;  they  ordered 
him  to  put  the  queftion  of  outlawry.     I  was  informed  of 
this,  and  gave  orders  to  refcue  him  from   their  fury,  and 
accordingly  fix  grenadiers  brought  him  out.     Immediately 
after,  fome  grenadiers  of  the  Legiflaiive  Body  entered,  at 
the/fl/  de  charge,  into  the  hall,  and  cleared  it.     The  fac- 
tious leaders,  being  thus  intimidated,  difperfed  and  went 
away.     The  majority,  rcfcued  from  their  attempts,  freely 
and  peaceably   returned  to  the  hall  of  their  fittings,  and 
heard  the    propofuions  which    were  to  be    made  for  the 
public  fafcty,  deliberated  upon  them,  and  prepared  the  lalu- 
tary  rcfohition,  which  is  to  become  the  new  and  provifional 
law  of   the   Republic. — Frenchmen  !    you    will   doubtlefs 
recognize  in  this  conduct  the  ztal  of  a  foldier  of  Liberty, 
and  of  a  citizen  devoted  to  the  Republic.     Views  dircfted 
to  confervaiion,  to  proteflion,  to  liberal  p*ipofts,  will  re- 
fumc  their    influence    by    the    difpcrfion  of    incenUiurleS 
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who  oppreffed  the  Council ;  and  who,  though  they  ren- 
dered themfelves  the  moft  odious,  never  ceafed  to  be  the 
moft  contemptible  of  mankind. 

(Signed)  "Bonaparte." 

"  Alex.  Berthier." 

"Whilft  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  was  engaged  in 
compofing  its  Addrefs  to  the  People,  and  Buonaparte  was 
bufied  in  promulginghis  Proclamation,  the  Council  of  An- 
cients were  employed  in  difcuffing  the  decree  fent  to  them 
from  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  :  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  Council  of  Ancients  announced  their  appro- 
bation of  it;  and  the  Three  Confuls  went  to  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred,  where  the  Prefideat,  Lucien  Buona- 
parte, fpoke  to  them  thus : 
*<  Citizens  ! 

**  Tht  greateft  people  upon  earth  entruft  you  with  their 
deftinies ;  within  three  months  the  public  opinion  fhall  judge 
you.  Domeftic  happinefs,  general  liberty,  the  diftreffes  of 
the  armies,  and  peace.,  all  thcfe  are  entrufted  to  you.  You 
muft  have  courage  and  zeal  to  accept  fuch  an  important 
truft  and  fuch  high  funftions ;  but  you  are  fupported  by 
:the  confidence  of  the  nation  and  of  the  armies ;  and,  befides, 
it  is  well  known  to  the  Legillature  that  your  fouls  are  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  people." 

The  Confuls  then  took  the  oath  to  preferve  liberty  and 
equality,  and  returned  to  Paris  about  four  in  the  morning  of 
the  1  ith  of  November,  and  entered  upon  their  functions 
immediately.  The  feai  of  the  Republic  was  changed,  and 
the  newfpapers  were  flopped  at  the  poft-office,  and  new 
Ones  printed,  to  inform  the  departments  of  all  that  had  been 
tranfadted.  In  the  evening  of  the  nth  the  following  Ad- 
drefs from  the  Confuls  was  read  thro'  Paris,  by  torch-light : 

THE  CONSULS  TO  THE  FRENCH  PEOPLE. 
"  Paris,    21st  Bruinaire,  (lath    November)  8th  Year 
of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indivisible. 

"  The  Conftitution  of  the  Third  Year  was  perifliing  :  it 
could  neither  enfure  your  right  nor  its  own  lafety.    Re- 
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peatcd  violatiors  deprived  it  for  ever  of  the  refpeft  of  the 
people;  feveral  odious  and  rapacious  fadions  defolatet^  the 
Republic  France  was,  at  laft,  on  the  very  brink  of  a  total 
ruin. 

"  The  patriots  have  agreed  upon  a  plan.  Thofe  men 
who  might  have  been  dangerous  to  you  have  been  dif- 
fcarded  ;  thofe  who  may  be  ufeful  to  you,  and  thofe  who  be- 
haved we'll  in  the  national  reprefentation,  have  never  aban- 
doned the  banners  of  liberty. 

Frenchmen  I  the  Republic  being  better  fettled  in  that 
rank  of  Europe,  which  flie  fliould  never  have  loft,  will  fee 
the  hopes  of  her  citizens  accomplilhedand  her  glorious  def- 
tinies  fulfilled, 

Take  with  us  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Republic,  one 
and  indivijihle,  grounded  on  E  qu  A  l  i  t  y ,  o«  L  i  b  B  R  T  v , 
andonthe  representative  system, 

(Signed)  "  Roger  Ducos, 

"  Bonaparte, 
"Sieves." 

("  A  true  copy.)     Signed  Hugues  Bernard  Maret, 
Secretary  General." 

This  change  in  the  government  was  agreeable  to 
the  people,  becaufe  the  Dire(^ory,  whom  they  hated 
for  their  corruption  and  defpifed  for  their  weaknefs, 
was  removed.  It  was  clamoured  againft  by  the  Ja- 
cobins, becaufe  they  favv  that  their  ftrength  was  de- 
parting from  them  and  that  their  own  defigns  were 
fruftrated  ;  but  their  murmurs  were  as  etfc(ftually  fup- 
prefTed  as  their  efforts,  by  the  arreft  of  their  leaders : 
they  had  not  even  the  means  of  turning  the  attention 
of  the  people  to  the  fallen  Direftors  ;  although,  if  they 
had  once  more  emerged  into  notice,  it  would  have 
expofed  them  to  ridicule  and  danger.  Sieves  and 
Ducos  were  in  the  new  Executive;  and  lead  of  all 
did  the  other  Ex-dirc(f\ors  court  popular  obfervation. 
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Barras,  had  amafled  a  princely  fortune,  and  confoled 
himfelf  with  the  enjoyments  which  his  riches  offered 
to  his  volnptuoufnefs.  Gohier,  the  late  Prefident  of 
the  Diredory,  had  loft,  with  the  coftumeof  his  office, 
all  the  confequence  which  he  derived  from  its  diftinft- 
ive  character.  Moulins  was  fo  much  the  creature  of 
fear,  that,  having  Hcd  from  his  poft  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  he  trembled  left  the  new  Confuls  fhould  feek 
to  punifti  him,  for  the  very  ail  of  weaknefs  which  af- 
fifted  in  lifting  them  into  office.  The  Diredory,  then, 
had  funk,  never  to  rife  again,  either  into  power  as 
magif^ates  or  efteem  as  men. 

The  Revolution  of  the  EIGHTEENTH  and  nine- 
teenth BKUMAiRE  was  a  revolution  offeree  with- 
out bloodflied,  which  raifed  a  military  government 
upon  the  ruins  of  thofe  other  revolutions,  that  had, 
alternately,  originated  in  opinion  and  in  terror,  and 
that  had  failed  in  fecuring  the  happinefs  and  liberty 
of  the  people,  becaufe  the  good  men  thought  many 
were  not  energetic,  and  becaufe  the  vile  and  the  vi- 
cious fucceeded  in  duping  the  honefty  of  the  nation 
and  deftroying  its  virtue.  This  Revolution,  which  ef- 
feded  fo  much,  is  remarkable  for  having  been  accom- 
pliflied  without  bloodflied  or  fanguinary  punifhment. 
The  bayonet  was  fliown,  and  was  as  much  refpeded 
as  a  more  legitimate  argument  would  have  been^  that 
it  was  not  ufed  was,  becaufe  no  refiftance  could  be  opr 
pofed  to  it  by  men  in  whom  the  people  had  no  con- 
fidence. Buonaparte  and  the  army  were  the  founders 
of  the  new  government,  and  military  pomp  and  eti- 
quette were  united  wiih  its  magifterial  fundions. 

END  OF   VOL.   III. 
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